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PREFATORY     NOTE. 


THE  present  volume  of  newspaper  extracts  and  annals, 
forming  the  second  of  the  series,  covers  the  period  from 
the  beginning  of  1825  to  the  end  of  1841.  The  extracts 
are  arranged  in  chronological  order,  and  brought  into 
contact  with  national  history  by  an  introductory  note  for 
each  year.  The  General  Introduction  is  an  attempt  to 
give  a  summary  of  the  changes  that  occurred  in  the 
Northern  Highlands  during  the  period.  The  compiler 
begs  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  Mr  William  Simpson 
in  preparing  the  index,  and  of  Mr  Alexander  Ritchie  in 
supervising  the  volume  for  the  press. 

INVERNESS,  May  1907. 


ERRATA. 

Page  79,  April  21  and  28.— "Ben  Nevis"  should  be  "Ben 
Wyvis. " 

Page  238,  November  28  —  Tlie  paragraph  should  read  that  cne 
of  the  causes  of  the  building  of  a  Secession  Church  in  Tain  was 
"  that  the  heritors  had  imposed  enormous  seat  rents  on  the 
people." 

Page  307,  July  7,  4th  entry. — The  name  of  the  parochial 
teacher  in  Ardersier  whose  death  is  recorded,  is  given  as  "James 
Smith,"  but  it  seems  to  have  been  "John  Smith."  See  presenta- 
tion recorded  November  14,  1838. 
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MAP  OF  INVERNESS  IN  1832,  at  end  of  volume  —This  is  a 
reproduction,  on  a  reduced  scale  and  without  colouring,  of 
the  map  issued  in  the  Parliamentary  "  Reports  upon  the 
Boundaries  of  the  several  cities,  burghs,  and  towns  of  Scot- 
land, in  respect  to  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament,"  ordered  to  be  printed  18th  April  1832.  In  the 
Report  accompanying  the  map,  the  Commissioners  say :  — 
"  Inverness  is  the  county  town  of  the  large  shire  of  that 
name,  and  also  generally  regarded  as  the  Capital  of  the 
Northern  Highlands.  The  town  is  compact,  and  the  streets 
regular,  with  large  and  well-provided  shops ;  and  it  contains 
a  great  number  of  wealthy  and  respectable  inhabitants. 
Many  handsome  villas  are  also  erected  in  the  neighbourhood. 
There  are  manufactures  of  woollen  goods,  hemp,  and  leather ; 
and  at  the  fairs  sheep  and  wool  to  a  great  amount  are  dis- 
posed of.  The  harbour  of  Inverness  is  good,  and  frequented 
by  a  number  of  vessels  of  considerable  tonnage.  Intercourse 
by  steam  has  been  established  with  Aberdeen  and  Edinburgh, 
and  also  with  the  Western  coast  through  the  Caledonian 
Canal ;  and  smacks  sail  regularly  to  London,  conveying  both 
goods  and  passengers.  The  Caledonian  Canal  has  not 
hitherto  added  much  to  the  commerce  of  the  district,  but 
beneficial  effects  may  be  expected  to  result  from  that  great 
work.  The  town  has  been  recently  lighted  with  gas,  and 
well  supplied  with  water ;  and  the  Academy  is  considered  one 
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of  the  best  in  Scotland.  Inverness  is  a  very  thriving  place, 
and  likely  to  increase."  The  population  of  the  burgh  and 
parish,  at  the  census  of  1831,  is  given  as  14,324;  number  of 
houses  of  £10  and  upwards  in  the  burgh,  452 ;  assessed  taxes 
payable  from  the  burgh,  £1085  7s  lOd.  The  Oottnmissioners, 
after  describing  the  boundary  fixed  by  them,  add  :  — "  From 
the  great  probability  of  Inverness  increasing,  considerable 
space  has  been  included  within  the  boundary.  This  has  been 
considered  especially  necessary  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cale- 
domian  Canal,  as  an  increase  of  the  traffic  on  that  great  line 
of  communication  would  be  immediately  followed  by  the 
erection  of  buildings  in  that  direction.  A  considerable  ex- 
tent of  the  Merkinch  has  been  already  taken  on  a  building 
lease,  in  the  expectation  of  the  town  extending  in  that 
quarter."  The  ultimate  development  of  the  town  differed 
from  the  expectations  of  tho  Commissioners.  It  came,  indeed, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  but  ta  a  still  greater  extent 
on  the  terrace  above  the  old  burgh,  part  of  which  remains 
outside  the  Parliamentary  boundary,  though  recently  brought 
within  the  municipal  area. 


INTRODUCTION. 


>HE  period  from  1825  to  1841  embraced  in  the 
present  volume  was  full  of  changes  in  our 
national  history.  These  changes  are  reflected 
in  the  annals  of  the  Highlands,  which  had 
also  developments  and  vicissitudes  peculiar  to  themselves. 
An  interval  of  quiet  which  existed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
period  was  succeeded  by  prolonged  controversy  in  the 
political  world.  The  Act  of  Catholic  Emancipation  in 
1829  introduced  novel  elements  into  the  British  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  Reform  Act  of  1832  created  a  new  franchise 
in  counties  and  burghs,  bringing  with  it  for  ten  years  the 
rule  of  Whig  Governments  and  the  animated  discussions 
which  their  measures  called  forth.  Municipal  government 
was  likewise  transformed.  Railways  began  with  the  line 
from  Manchester  to  Liverpool  in  1830.  Steamships  had 
previously  been  utilised  for  coasting  purposes  and  for 
short  voyages,  but  the  first  steamers  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
and  inaugurate  an  ocean  service  made  their  voyages  in 
1838.  In  the  same  year  the  scheme  of  penny  postage 
proposed  by  Rowland  Hill  forced  itself  on  public  atten- 
tion, and  in  1840  the  new  system  came  into  operation. 
The  reduction  of  taxes  on  newspapers  brought  down  the 
price  of  Scottish  journals  from  sevenpence  to  fourpence- 
halfpenny,  a  step  which  was  then  considered  a  great 
advance,  qualified  by  misgivings  as  to  the  possible 
deterioration  of  the  press!  Education  was  making 
progress  in  the  remote  and  neglected  districts  of  Scotland 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Church.  The  first  public 
grant  for  English  education,  the  modest  sum  of  £20,000, 
was  given  by  Parliament  in  1833.  Sheep  farming  ex- 
panded in  the  Highlands,  and  there  was  a  steady  progress 
in  agriculture.  The  first  show  of  the  Highland  Society 
was  held  at  Inverness  in  1831,  the  second  in  1839. 

The  record,  however,  is  not  altogether  one  of  progress. 


X.  RECORD   OF    CHANGE. 

The  condition  of  the  western  islands  and  of  congested 
districts  in  the  northern  mainland  was  going  from  bad  to 
worse.  Population  had  increased  beyond  the  means  of 
subsistence.  Accounts  which  appear  in  our  newspaper 
reports,  confirmed  by  the  inquiry  of  a  Parliamentary 
Committee,  form  painful  reading.  Emigration  took  place 
on  a  large  scale,  mainly  in  the  first  instance  to  British 
North  America,  but  latterly  also  to  Australia.  At  the 
same  time,  knowledge  of  the  Highlands  was  extending 
through  increased  facilities  of  travel  provided  by  steamers 
and  coaches.  In  the  thirties  sport  began  to  be  a  recog- 
nised element  of  income.  In  the  towns  and  the  more 
accessible  regions  there  was  evidence  of  advancement. 
Better  houses  were  built,  roads  were  completed,  the  burghs 
were  lighted  with  gas,  the  local  administration  of  affairs 
was  improved  by  the  establishment  of  forces  of  constabu- 
lary and  the  better  equipment  of  Courts.  The  old  prisons, 
which  had  long  been  a  scandal,  were  giving  place  to  a 
superior  class  of  buildings.  New  lighthouses  were  spring- 
ing up  on  the  coasts.  A  severe  visitation  of  cholera  in 
1832  caused  great  distress  and  anxiety,  but  it  had  some 
effect  in  directing  attention  to  the  necessity  of  sanitation. 
Customs  and  practices  of  old  standing  tended  to  disappear. 
The  period  was,  in  brief,  the  beginning  of  the  modern 
era.  A  revolution  was  taking  place,  carrying  with  it,  like 
most  revolutions,  a  mixture  of  blessing,  suffering,  and 
danger.  Towards  the  close,  the  Church  of  Scotland  had 
embarked  on  the  great  controversy  which  shortly  after- 
wards ended  in  the  Disruption. 

When  the  period  began  Lord  Liverpool  was  still  at 
the  head  of  affairs,  assisted  by  a  Cabinet  which  was 
divided  on  the  subject  of  Catholic  claims  and  on  com- 
mercial questions.  The  representation  of  Scottish  burghs 
was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Town  Councils,  which 
voted  through  their  Provosts,  and  gave  little  trouble  to 
the  Government.  Within  the  burghs  there  was  at  the 
moment  more  desire  for  municipal  than  political  reform. 
The  remark  that  "  even  in  some  instances  burghs  are 
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almost  advertising  for  members  to  represent  them,"  must 
have  been  of  very  partial  application,  but  it  indicates  the 
spirit  which  prevailed  in  some  quarters  in  prospect  of  the 
election  of  1826.  In  the  counties  during  that  election 
there  was  more  excitement,  and  Charles  Grant,  afterwards 
Lord  Glenelg,  had  to  face  a  contest  in  the  county  of 
Inverness,  the  first  that  had  taken  place  since  the  election 
of  his  father  in  a  three-cornered  fight  in  1802.  His 
opponent,  Lord  Macdonald,  however,  was  decisively 
beaten.  Grant  was  favourable  to  Catholic  claims,  but 
otherwise  cautious  and  accommodating. 

The  death  of  the  Premier,  Lord  Liverpool,  in  1827 
let  loose  many  rivalries  and  jealousies.  Canning,  who 
succeeded  him  in  the  office  of  Prime  Minister,  waa  unable 
to  retain  his  most  important  colleagues,  and  passed  away 
in  a  few  months,  leaving  a  distracted  situation.  Lord 
Goderich's  attempt  to  carry  on  an  administration  came 
to  a  premature  end,  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  waa 
installed  in  office,  with  Sir  Robert  Peel  as  leader  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  Whigs,  including  Charles 
Grant,  were  represented  in  the  Ministry,  but  they  soon 
had  differences  with  their  colleagues,  and  resigned.  The 
victory  of  the  Catholic  Association,  the  election  of 
O'Connell  for  Clare,  and  the  concession  of  Catholic 
Emancipation,  introduced  the  stormy  period.  Great 
distress  existed  both  in  the  rural  and  manuafcturing 
population,  and  discontent  brought  about  the  desire  for 
political  reform.  George  IV.  died  in  June  1830,  and  the 
accession  of  William  IV.  came  just  at  the  time  when 
the  public  temper  was  excited.  An  extraordinary 
stimulus  was  given  to  the  reform  movement  by  the 
revolution  in  France  and  the  revolt  which  severed  the 
temporary  union  of  Belgium  and  Holland.  Before  the 
close  of  the  year  Wellington's  Government  was  defeated, 
and  Earl  Grey  entered  on  office,  with  the  understanding 
that  he  was  to  take  up  the  subject  of  Reform.  The 
agitation  on  the  subject  did  not  slacken  until  the  bill  waa 
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passed  in  the  summer  of  1832.  Then  began  the  reign  of 
the  ten-pound  householders  in  burghs  and  the  fifty- 
pounders  in  counties.  As  we  have  said,  the  Whigs,  first 
under  Earl  Grey  and  afterwards  under  Lord  Melbourne, 
had  possession  of  the  Government  until  1841,  although 
for  a  short  time,  at  the  summons  of  the  Sovereign,  Sir 
Robert  Peel  intervened,  and  attempted,  without  success, 
to  secure  a  Conservative  majority.  In  the  years  from 
1830  to  1841,  there  were  no  fewer  than  six  general 
elections.  In  the  Inverness  Burghs  this  number  was 
supplemented  by  two  bye-elections,  and  in  the  county 
by  thi-ee.  There  was  not  a  contest  on  every  occasion,  but 
the  weapons  were  kept  sharpened,  and  a  contest  was  only 
avoided  when  the  defeated  forces  were  exhausted  and 
hopeless.  During  the  last  five  years  the  Whig  Govern- 
ment, under  Lord  Melbourne,  was  weak  and  discredited, 
though  it  did  useful  work.  When  it  fell  in  1841,  Sir 
Robert  Peel  entered  on  office  with  a  majority  of  sixty- 
eight,  and  with  the  prospect  of  a  long  tenure  of  power. 
The  rise  of  new  conditions,  through  the  agitation  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Corn  Laws  and  the  famine  in  Ireland, 
belongs  to  a  later  period. 

The  change  in  political  conditions  imparted  fresh  life 
to  the  newspapers.  For  the  eleven  years  from  1830  to 
1841  political  contests  and  speeches  were  at  high  pressure. 
In  1830  Charles  Grant  had  to  encounter  another  contest 
in  the  county  of  Inverness.  His  retirement  from  the 
Duke  of  Wellington's  Government  and  his  support  of 
Catholic  claims  had  given  offence.  At  a  preliminary 
trial  of  strength,  however,  on  the  election  of  a  chairman 
at  the  meeting  of  freeholders,  Grant  had  a  majority  of 
nine  votes  (34  to  25),  and  his  opponent,  Macleod  of 
Macleod,  withdrew.  At  the  election  of  1831,  when  the 
country  rang  with  the  shout  of  "  The  bill,  the  whole  bill, 
and  nothing  but  the  bill,"  Grant  was  returned  without 
opposition,  receiving  in  the  burgh  a  great  ovation.  In 
1832,  in  tie  new  constituency,  he  had  a  majority  against 
Macleod  of  44.  But  before  another  election  a  reaction 
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had  taken  place.  In  1835  Grant  fought  his  last  battle 
for  the  county,  and,  with  a  majority  of  seven,  was 
once  more  returned.  But  the  reconstituted  Melbourne 
Government,  in  which  he  became  Colonial  Secretary,  did 
not  care  to  risk  a  bye-election,  and  he  was  raised  to  the 
Upper  House  as  Lord  Glenelg.  In  the  contest  which 
followed,  Chisholm  of  Chisholm  carried  the  seat  for  the 
Conservatives,  and  though  he  was  soon  removed  by  death, 
the  county  did  not  return  to  its  former  allegiance.  On 
the  contrary,  it  retained  unbroken  its  political  complexion 
as  Conservative  for  the  long  term  of  fifty  years.  Two 
members  held  the  seat  for  forty-five  years — Mr  Henry 
Baillie  from  1840  to  1868,  and  the  late  Cameron  of 
Lochiel  from  1868  to  1885. 

In  the  burghs  during  the  period  there  were  numerous 
contests.  Sir  Robert  Grant,  younger  brother  of  Charles, 
held  the  representation  from  1826  to  1830,  but  for  some 
reason,  which  was  supposed  to  be  personal,  the  municipal 
authorities  declined  to  re-elect  him,  choosing  in  his  place 
Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys,  an  Anglo-Indian,  who  had  made 
himself  popular  in  Inverness  as  a  neighbour.  In  1831 — 
when  the  old  system  still  prevailed — Major  Gumming 
Bruce  secured  the  support  of  Nairn  and  Forres,  and  was 
elected.  In  1832,  in  the  new  constituency,  there  was 
a  three-cornered  fight,  between  Colonel  Baillie,  Mr 
Stewart  of  Belladrum  (who  stood  as  a  Liberal),  and 
Major  dimming  Bruce ;  and  Colonel  Baillie  won  the  seat. 
In  a  few  months,  however,  he  died,  and  the  burghs  had 
to  go  through  another  contest.  On  this  occasion  the 
struggle  was  between  Major  Gumming  Bruce  and  Mr 
Stewart,  and  the  former  was  successful.  He  represented 
the  constituency  for  other  four  years.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  oust  him  in  1835,  when  a  keen  contest  occurred 
between  himself  and  Mr  Edward  Ellice,  but  Gumming 
Bruce  triumphed  with  the  small  majority  of  four  votes. 
Personally,  "  The  Major  "  was  a  popular  candidate,  com- 
bative, frank,  and  determined;  and  Ellice,  clever  and 
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agreeable  as  he  was,  had  the  disadvantage  of  being  a 
stranger.  Gumming  Bruce  had  strong  support  in  Forres, 
where  he  was  well  known,  and  the  family  influence  was 
powerful.  In  Inverness  itself  he  divided  the  vote  so 
evenly  that  he  was  only  in  a  minority  of  one.  But  the 
expense  of  contesting  the  burghs  was  too  much  for  him. 
The  contest  of  1835,  it  is  said,  cost  himself  and  Mr  Ellice 
£1500  a-piece — a  sum  so  large  that  the  tradition  of  profuse 
pecuniary  gifts  distributed  during  the  canvass  may  have 
had  a  substantial  foundation.  At  the  general  election 
of  1837,  Major  Cumming  Bruce  retired,  but  did  all  he 
could  to  secure  the  return,  in  the  Conservative  interest, 
of  the  heir  of  Scatwell,  afterwards  Sir  James  B.  Mac- 
kenzie. The  effort  failed.  The  burghs  broke  with  the 
Conservatives.  Thie  Whig  candidate,  Mr  Macleod  of 
Cadboll,  carried  the  seat  by  a  majority  of  19.  Unfortu- 
nately, his  health  failed,  and  in  1840  he  resigned,  causing 
a  bye-election.  On  this  occasion  the  contest  lay  between 
a  London  merchant,  Mr  James  Morrison,  and  a  native 
of  Inverness,  Mr  John  Fraser,  Cromarty  House.  Mr 
Morrison  was  successful,  and  at  the  general  election  next 
year  was  re-elected  without  opposition. 

In  the  County  of  Ross,  Mr  Stewart  Mackenzie  of 
Seaforth,  who  was  a  reformer,  secured  the  representation 
in  1830,  and  continued  to  hold  it  until  1837,  when  he 
was  appointed  Governor  of  Ceylon.  On  his  retirement 
there  was  an  exciting  contest,  which  resulted  in  the 
return  of  the  Conservative  candidate,  Mr  Mackenzie  of 
Applecross.  In  the  Northern  Burghs  and  the  County  of 
Sutherland  the  Whig  interest  prevailed. 

In  going  through  the  newspapers  of  the  Reform 
period,  the  reader  finds  that  political  dinners  were  a 
prominent  characteristic.  Before  the  passing  of  the 
Franchise  Act  it  was  the  custom  for  members  on  their 
election  to  entertain  their  supporters,  and  sometimes  the 
successful  and  unsuccessful  candidates  gave  dinner  parties 
the  same  evening,  and  exchanged  deputations.  The 
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dinner  given  by  Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys  on  his  return  in 
1830  was  a  sumptuous  affair,  with  turtles  from  London 
and  wines  of  the  finest.  When  the  franchise  had  been 
extended  the  electors  themselves  took  the  initiative. 
After  nearly  every  contest — and  sometimes  between  times 
— there  was  a  feast.  On  occasion  each  party  in  each  burgh 
had  its  banquet  to  celebrate  a  triumph,  to  find  solace  for 
defeat,  or  to  prepare  for  future  efforts.  The  Reform 
struggle  called  forth  public  meetings  and  processions  as 
well  as  dinners.  The  oratory  is  copiously  reported. 
Generally  the  speaking,  most  of  it  no  doubt  carefully 
prepared,  was  eloquent  and  appropriate.  Tlio  passion  of 
the  hour  lingers  in  the  musty  columns.  The  student  of 
politics  can  still  find  interest  in  arguments,  denunciations, 
and  witticisms,  albeit  the  flavour  is  antiquarian.  Popular 
gatherings  of  the  kind  were  new  in  the  North,  and  on  that 
account  the  more  appreciated.  What  is  described  as 
"the  first  open  meeting  ever  held  in  Inverness  for  a 
political  purpose  "  was  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Reform  Committee  in  May  1832.  It  was  preceded  by 
a  procession  of  trades  and  public  bodies,  with  banners 
flying.  One  of  the  greatest  dinners,  a  Conservative 
demonstration,  was  held  in  November  1836  at  Inver- 
gordon,  where  a  building  which  was  used  as  a  flax  factory 
was  arranged  to  accommodate  247  persons.  To  furnish 
supplies  a  shipload  of  provisions  was  brought  from  Inver- 
ness. In  the  reaction  which  followed  Reform  political 
enthusiasm  was  stimulated  by  an  ecclesiastical  upheaval. 
The  Whigs  were  accused  of  truckling  to  O'Connell.  The 
Ministerial  proposals  regarding  Irish  Church  funds  and 
tithes  inflamed  opposition.  In  1835-6  a  northern  Prote- 
stant association  came  into  existence,  and  the  feeling  of 
which  it  was  the  expression  helped  to  detach  the  counties 
from  the  Whig  interest.  Since  then  Ireland  has  often 
upset  political  parties,  and  the  end  is  not  yet  in  sight. 

A  picturesque  incident  in  our  local  annals  was  the  visit 
of  Lord  Brougham  while  Lord  Chancellor.  In  the 
autumn  of  1834  he  made  a  trip  northward,  coming  by  way 
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of  Badenoch,  travelling  thence  to  Dunrobin,   and  going 
back  by  the  east  coast.     At  that  time  his  reputation  in 
the  provinces  stood  high,  although  his  flighty  and  violent 
character  had  alienated  alike  his  colleagues  and  the  King. 
Brougham's  northern   tour  resembled   a  Royal  progress. 
He  was  hailed  by  admiring  crowds,   and  addresses  and 
burgess  tickets  poured  in  from  corporations.       The  visit 
precipitated  his  own  downfall  and  the  dismissal  of  the 
Ministry.     His  speech  at  Inverness  reads  as  if  he  had  not 
been  quite  master  of  himself.       In  his  political  allusions 
he  fanned  the  differences  in  the  party,  and  his  references 
to    the   King   were    a  curious   mixture    of   fawning   and 
familiarity.     He  spoke   of  his  Majesty's  gracious  conde- 
scension and  favour  to  himself,   and  announced  that  by 
that  night's  post   he   would   inform  him   of   the   fervent 
loyalty  of  the  Highland  Capital.     He  had  hardly  returned 
home  when  the  King  dismissed  the  Ministry,  and  called 
in  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir  Robert  Peel.     It  was 
a  false  move  on  the  sovereign's  part.     The  nation  once 
more  returned  a  majority  on  behalf  of  a  Whig  Govern- 
ment.    But  at  least  the  Sovereign  and  the  Ministers  got 
rid  of  Brougham,  who  was  never  called  again  to  office. 
The  end  to  a  great  political  career — for  in  spite  of  all 
deductions    his    career    had    great    elements — was    thus 
singularly  dramatic.       There  are  touches  in  our  columns 
which  set  forth  the  personality  of  the  statesman  who  then 
filled  such  a  large  space  in  the  public  eye.     Brougham  had 
an  immense  capacity  for  work.     It  is  mentioned  that  "  he 
wrote  seventeen  long  letters  with  his  own  hand  after  hia 
memorable    speech    at    Inverness,    all    which    were    duly 
forwarded  by  that  night's  post  " — presumably  the  promised 
letter  to  the  King  among  the  number.     In  the  town  he 
ordered  Highland  tartans,  and  there  is  a  tradition  that 
the  order  being  vague  in  its  terms,  he  was  supplied  with 
a  quantity  which  lasted  in  perpetuity.     Four  years  after- 
wards there  is  a  note  that  in  London  he  had  laid  aside, 
"  at  least  for  a  time,"  the  tartan  trousers  and  waistcoat 
•which  he  had  worn  since  his  northern  tour.       Whether 
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resumed  or  not,  they  had  proved  so  distinctive  that  they 
continued  in  favour  with  caricaturists. 

Another  incident  in  connection  with  the  Chancellor's 
tour  was  not  recorded  at  the  time,  but  appearel  afterwards 
in  the  memoirs  of  Sir  David  Brewster,  who  was  living  in 
Badenoch  in  the  thirties.  Brougham  was  the  guest  of 
the  Duchess  of  Bedford  at  the  Doune  of  Rothiemurchus, 
and  Brewster  was  one  of  the  party.  After  the  Chancellor 
had  retired  to  rest,  on  the  plea  of  indisposition,  the 
question  arose  whether  he  carried  the  Great  Seal  with 
him.  "  The  Duchess  declared  her  intention  of  ascertain- 
ing the  fact,  and  ordered  a  cake  of  soft  dough  to  be  made. 
A  procession  of  lords,  ladies,  and  gentlemen  was  then 
formed,  Sir  David  carrying  a  pair  of  silver  candlesticks, 
and  the  Duchess  bearing  a  silver  salver,  on  which  was 
placed  the  dough.  The  invalid  lord  was  roused  from  his 
first  sleep  by  this  strange  procession,  and  a  peremptory 
demand  that  he  should  get  up  and  exhibit  the  Great  Seal ; 
he  whispered  ruefully  to  Sir  David  that  the  first  half  of 
this  request  he  could  not  possibly  comply  with,  but  asked 
him  to  bring  a  certain  strange-looking  box ;  when  this  was 
done  he  gravely  sat  up — impressed  the  seal  upon  the  cake 
of  dough — the  procession  retired  in  order,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  returned  to  his  pillow."  This  specimen  of 
"  high  jinks  "  was  a  prelude  to  the  tragi-comedy  of  the 
subsequent  part  of  his  tour. 

The  reform  of  municipalities  in  Scotland  was  carried 
out  in  1833  by  two  bills  introduced  by  Lord  Advocate 
Jeffrey,  dealing  with  Royal  and  Parliamentary  burgha. 
His  measures  gave  the  same  municipal  franchise  for  Town 
Councils  as  for  Parliament,  and  the  old  system  of  self- 
election  came  to  an  end.  Before  the  close  of  the  year  the 
new  Town  Councils  were  chosen.  The  first  Provost  of 
Inverness  under  the  changed  system  was  Mr  John  Mac- 
kenzie, agent  for  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  who  had  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  support  of  political  reform.  So  highly 
was  he  esteemed  that  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  new 


XVIII.  INVERNESS    PROVOSTS. 

Council  he  was  presented  with  a  handsome  piece  of  plate 
"  in  acknowledgment  of  his  strenuous  and  valuable  services 
in  support  of  popular  rights  during  Earl  Grey's  administra- 
tion, a  period  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  political 
independence  and  welfare  of  the  nation."  Mr  Mackenzie 
was  unable,  on  account  of  the  state  of  his  health,  to  retain 
office  for  more  than  a  year,  but  his  services  during  that 
short  period  were  much  appreciated.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Mr  John  Fraser,  father  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr  Donald 
Fraser,  who  held  office  for  two  years.  He  might  havo 
retained  the  position  longer  if  he  and  his  friends  had 
known  that,  being  Provost,  and  so  chosen  for  three  years, 
he  was  not  obliged  to  seek  re-election  in  1836.  In  the 
contest  which  ensued  he  was  defeated  in  one  ward,  and 
though  elected  in  another,  he  preferred  to  retire.  Political 
feeling  at  the  moment  played  an  active  part  in  municipal 
affairs,  and  for  a  time,  apart  from  the  Provostship,  the 
Council  was  equally  divided  between  Whigs  and  Tories. 
In  such  a  condition  of  affairs  the  vote  of  the  Provost  was 
of  importance..  The  Whig  Councillors  at  one  juncture — 
the  election  of  a  member  between  terms — committed  the 
mistake  of  absenting  themselves  so  as  to  deprive  the  meet- 
ing of  a  quorum.  The  remaining  members,  however, 
attended  the  meeting,  and  elected  their  man,  and  the 
legality  of  their  action  was  upheld  in  the  Court  of  Session. 
The  tension  of  municipal  elections  kept  the  burgh  almost 
as  lively  as  Parliamentary  contests.  In  the  seven  years 
from  1833  to  1840  four  Provosts  came  and  went — Messrs 
Mackenzie,  Fraser,  Ferguson,  and  Gumming — the  last 
retiring  when  he  was  defeated  in  the  nomination  of  bailies. 
Provost  Ferguson  was  the  only  one  of  the  four  who  occu- 
pied his  full  term.  On  the  retirement  of  Provost  Cum- 
ming,  Dr  J.  I.  Nicol  was  elected  to  the  vacancy  in  the 
Council  and  called  to  the  chair.  He  was  re-elected  the 
following  year.  All  this  time,  however,  the  conduct  of 
local  affairs  was  carried  on  with  spirit.  The  question 
whether  there  should  be  a  legal  assessment  for  the  poor 
served  to  abate  political  dissension.  The  proposal  arose 


CHURCH    OF   SCOTLAND.  XIX. 

in  the  Kirk-Session,  but  the  Town  Council  by  a  large 
majority  opposed  it.  In  the  neighbouring  burghs  also 
political  feeling  mingled  with  local  questions,  and  stimu- 
lated the  activity  of  the  electorate.  In  the  circumstances 
of  the  day  this  state  of  matters  was  inevitable,  and  worked 
no  particular  harm. 

Before  passing  from  municipal  changes,  it  may  be 
noted  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Inverness  Town 
Council  was  to  abolish  the  office  of  burgh  hangman,  a 
functionary  who  had  enjoyed  considerable  remuneration 
and  numerous  perquisites.  We  are  told  that  in  the  nine- 
teen years  during  which  the  last  occupant  held  the 
appointment  he  had  carried  out  "just  three  executions," 
and  that  calculating  the  proportion  of  annual  payments, 
the  cost  might  be  reckoned  at  from  £300  to  £400  a  piece. 
The  third  of  these  gruesome  services  was  performed  in 
the  case  of  Macleod,  the  Assynt  murderer,  who  paid  the 
penalty  of  his  crime  in  October  1831.  In  October  1835, 
however,  another  man,  Adam,  was  executed  for  the 
Mulbuy  murder.  There  is  no  mention  in  our  files  of  the 
man  who  performed  this  duty.  Happily  Adam  was  the 
last  person  executed  in  Inverness. 

The  Church  of  Scotland  held  undisputed  supremacy 
in  the  Highlands  during  the  period  of  which  we  are 
writing.  Its  activity  in  discharge  of  its  duties  deserves 
ample  acknowledgment.  There  was  very  little  dissent. 
The  large  size,  however,  of  many  of  the  parishes  crippled 
the  usefulness  of  the  clergy,  and  it  was  considered  a  great 
advance  when  a  Parliamentary  grant,  given  in  1823, 
secured  the  addition  of  forty  ministers  to  the  equipment 
of  the  National  Church.  A  report  on  education,  prepared 
in  1825  by  the  Rev.  Donald  Eraser,  of  Kirkhill,  states 
that  even  with  these  new  appointments  there  were  only 
264  clergy  in  the  Establishment  (including  40  mission- 
aries) for  a  population  of  416,000  persons,  embraced  in 
the  counties  of  Argyll,  Inverness,  Nairn,  Rosa  and 
Cromarty,  Sutherland,  Caithness,  Orkney,  and  Shetland, 
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•with  the  Gaelic  districts  of  Moray,  and  of  Dunkeld,  in 
Perthshire.  In  the  same  wide  region  there  were  at  that 
time  only  thirty-five  ministers  of  "  every  denomination  of 
dissenters,"  and  six  or  eight  Roman  Catholic  priests. 
Episcopalian  Churches  are  set  down  as  six  in  number,  and 
the  congregations  of  "  Seceders,  Independents,  and  other 
Protestant  dissenters "  at  twenty-nine.  The  following 
detailed  figures  may  be  of  interest :  —Episcopalians — 
Synod  of  Moray,  1  (obviously  in  Inverness) ;  Synod  of 
Glenelg,  2  ;  Synod  of  Ross,  2  ;  Synod  of  Argyll,  1 — total, 
6.  Seceders,  &c. — Synod  of  Moray,  5 ;  Ross,  3  ;  Suther- 
land and  Caithness,  3  ;  Argyll,  7 ;  Orkney  and  Shetland 
(English-speaking),  11 — total,  29.  Within  tha  Estab- 
lished Church  the  two  parties  known  as  Moderate  and 
Evangelical  had  conflicts  between  themselves,  but  they 
co-operated  for  the  improvement  of  the  people.  Though 
a  large  part  of  the  population  was  unable  to  read,  they 
all  entertained  great  respect  for  religious  ordinances,  and 
attended  service  when  they  had  opportunity.  Communion 
gatherings  were  large  and  impressive.  Disputed  settle- 
ments occasionally  excited  keen  feelings,  as  may  be  seen 
from  the  newspaper  columns.  In  some  places — they  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  numerous — religious  services 
were  carried  on  by  local  religious  leaders,  but  the  people 
in  those  cases  rarely  disapproved  of  the  National  Church 
as  an  institution.  Towards  the  end  of  our  period  the 
conflict  arising  from  the  Veto  Act  engrossed  a  large 
amount  of  public  attention,  but  within  the  limits  covered 
by  our  volume  the  organisation  of  the  Church  remained 
unbroken. 

The  work  of  education  in  the  Highlands  was  carried 
on  with  earnestness.  The  Society  for  Propagating 
Christian  Knowledge,  formed  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Church  in  1704,  did  an  excellent  work  in  supplementing 
the  parish  schools,  which  in  number  were  totally  inade- 
quate. A  limited  edition  of  a  version  of  the  Bible  in  Irish 
Gaelic  was  issued  about  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, but  the  New  Testament  in  Scottish  Gaelic  was  first 
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printed  for  the  Society  in  1769.  It  was  not  until  1802 
that  the  whole  Bible  was  published  in  that  language.  The 
Gaelic  School  Society  was  founded  in  Edinburgh  in  1811, 
and  in  1818  a  Society  was  formed  in  Inverness  for  the 
Education  of  the  Poor  in  the  Highlands,  for  which  the 
report  above-mentioned  was  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Donald 
Fraser,  of  Kirkhill.  But  further  efforts  were  felt  to 
be  necessary.  Dr  Norman  Macleod  — •  "  Caraid  nan 
Gaidheal,"  the  Friend  of  the  Highlanders  —  urged  the 
subject  on  the  Assembly  in  1824,  and  a  deputation  con- 
sisting of  himself,  Principal  Baird,  and  Mr  John  Gordon, 
the  secretary,  afterwards  traversed  the  Highlands  and 
Islands.  A  revenue  cruiser  was  placed  at  their  disposal 
in  the  western  seas.  In  1828  they  reported  that  they 
had  travelled  upwards  of  1600  miles,  having  spent  two 
months  on  their  journey.  The  visit  established  the 
melancholy  fact  that  90,000  persons,  between  the  ages  of 
six  and  twenty  years,  could  read  neither  English  nor 
Gaelic.  During  the  first  two  years  seventy  schools  were 
opened,  and  statistics  show  that  ultimately  this  Assembly 
scheme  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  233  common 
schools,  attended  by  22,000  pupils,  with  110  sewing  schools 
besides.  In  the  eighteenth  century  schools  the  reading 
and  even  the  speaking  of  Gaelic  was  forbidden,  but  this 
led  to  a  mechanical  kind  of  teaching  which  did  little  good 
to  the  learner.  The  Gaelic  School  Society  provided 
Gaelic  spelling  books,  though  Mr  William  Mackay  says 
that  in  spite  of  this  "  the  bad  old  system  long  survived  in 
some  districts."  The  late  Rev.  Dr  Kenneth  Macdonald, 
born  in  Glen-Urquhart  in  1832,  corroborates  this  state- 
ment. "  Our  schoolbooks,"  he  says,  "  were  in  English, 
and  not  a  sentence  could  we  understand."  Dr  Macleod 
from  the  first  set  his  face  against  this  system.  In  a  speech 
in  London  in  1844,  he  drew  special  attention  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  General  Assembly's  schools  the  Highlanders 
received  instruction  through  the  medium  of  their  own 
beloved  language.  "  Some  present,"  he  said,  "  may  object 
to  this  system,  as  in  their  opinion  unfavourable  to  the 
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cultivation  of  English,  but  this  is  not  the  case.  I  am 
quite  satisfied  that  had  -we  no  higher  object  in  view  than 
the  introduction  of  English,  we  could  not  more  effectually 
do  it  than  through  the  medium  of  Gaelic.  This  system 
has  done  more  to  introduce  English  in  the  course  of  the 
last  twenty  years  than  the  old  system — that  of  teaching 
through  an  unknown  tongue — could  do  in  a  century."  Dr 
Macleod's  opinion  is  thus  stated  with  no  little  emphasis. 
Certainly  since  his  day  Gaelic  has  gone  back,  and  the 
knowledge  of  English  has  been  vastly  extended. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  while  ignorance  prevailed 
in  the  body  of  the  people,  an  educated  clergy  lived  in  the 
Highland  parishes,  and  disseminated  an  influence  of 
culture  as  well  as  of  religion.  Dr  Johnson  found  this  to 
be  the  case  during  his  famous  Tour  in  1773.  The  late 
Mr  Sage,  of  Resolis,  born  in  1789,  relates  the  manner  of 
his  education  in  Latin  in  his  father's  manse  at  Kildonan. 
"  With  my  father,"  he  says,  "  I  read  C'ordery's  Colloquies, 
Cornelius  Nepos,  Caesar,  Sallust,  Ovid,  Virgil,  Livy,  and 
Horace,  and  along  with  these  I  was  so  carefully  instructed 
in  the  rules  of  Watt's  Latin  grammar  that  I  shall  not 
forget  them  as  long  as  I  live.  ...  As  I  advanced  in 
the  knowledge  of  Latin,  my  father  prescribed  my  Sabbath 
tasks  in  that  language.  I  began  with  Castalio's  Dialogues, 
and,  when  farther  advanced,  read  Buchanan's  Psalms." 
Mr  Leask,  in  his  Life  of  the  late  Dr  Thomas  Maclauchlan, 
who  was  born  in  1816,  says  that  Maclauchlan  was 
educated  in  a  similar  way  in  his  father's  manse  at  Moy. 
There  also  he  became  familiar  with  the  Gaelic  hymns  of 
Dugald  Buchanan,  which  "  had  an  immense  influence  on 
the  character  of  the  Highlands."  Nor  was  this  all.  The 
popular  tales  which  were  circulated  among  the  people 
captivated  young  Maclauchlan,  and  in  later  days  he  was 
of  service  to  Campbell  of  Islay  in  forming  his  collection. 
"  Such,"  says  Mr  Leask,  "  was  the  educative  force  in  the 
North  at  the  time — Latin  and  folk-lore,  the  marchen  of 
the  country.  Whether  a  newer  race,  reared  in  Board 
schools  and  on  scientific  extracts,  crammed  with  the 
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tributaries  of  the  Danube  and  the  length  of  the  Brahma- 
putra and  the  Irrawady,  is  more  adequately  prepared  than 
was  the  old,  trained  on  the  Latin  grammar  and  the 
national  history,  is  a  question  which  Aberdeen  graduates 
have  not  yet  sufficiently  considered."  Let  us  hope,  how- 
ever, that  modern  education  is  not  so  defective  as  the 
writer  apprehends. 

The  clergy  in  the  North  at  the  time  comprised  names 
that  were  locally  influential,  and  are  not  yet  forgotten. 
The  Rev.  Dr  Rose,  who  was  associated  chiefly  with  the 
Inverness  High  Church,  was  an  impressive  preacher, 
and  had  a  position  in  the  Northern  Counties,  says  a 
biographical  sketch,  "  which  subsequent  generations  can 
hardly  realise,  as  he  left  nothing  behind  to  show  the 
qualities  and  resources  of  his  character."  His  colleague, 
the  Rev.  Alexander  Clark,  was  another  minister  of  great 
mental  activity  and  a  powerful  preacher.  The  West 
Church,  built  for  him,  was  opened  in  1840.  The  North 
Church  was  erected  in  1837,  to  secure  the  services  of  the 
Rev.  Archibald  Cook,  afterwards  of  Daviot,  whose  piety 
was  peculiarly  acceptable  to  the  Gaelic  people.  In  the 
Presbytery  of  Inverness,  the  Rev.  Donald  Fraser,  of 
Kirkhill,  was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  Evangelical 
party  in  the  district.  He  died  suddenly  from  the  effects 
of  an  accident  in  1836.  The  most  inspiring  pulpit 
orator,  however,  was  Dr  Macdonald,  of  Ferintosh,  known 
as  the  Apostle  of  the  North  from  his  work  as  an  evangelist 
in  the  Highlands.  Along  with  him  may  be  mentioned 
the  Rev.  John  Kennedy,  of  Killearnan  (father  of  the  late 
Dr  Kennedy,  of  Dingwall),  Mr  Garment,  of  Rosskeen ; 
and  Hugh  Miller's  friend,  Mr  Stewart,  of  Cromarty. 

In  our  first  volume  we  gave  statistics  relating  to  the 
population  in  the  beginning  of  the  century  in  the  five 
(nominally  six)  Northern  Counties  of  Inverness,  Nairn, 
Ross,  and  Cromarty,  Sutherland  and  Caithness.  In  the 
year  1801  the  total  population  of  these  counties  was 
183,038,  and  in  1821  it  had  risen  to  221,012.  In  the 
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beginning  of  the  twentieth  century  the  population  in  the 
same  region  reached  231,155,  showing  an  increase  of 
48,117  as  compared  with  the  first  date,  and  of  10,143  as 
compared  with  the  second.  But  in  the  period  which  we 
have  now  reached  the  comparison  gives  quite  different 
results.  The  population  in  the  five  counties,  reckoning 
them  as  a  whole,  went  on  increasing  until  the  middle  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  and  after  that  fell  off  steadily 
until  in  1901  the  total  was  actually  7863  lower  than  in 
1831,  15,671  lower  than  in  1841,  and  22,510  lower  than 
in  1851.  During  the  half -century  from  1851  onwards,  the 
population  of  Scotland  rose  from  2,888,742  to  4,472,103, 
but  the  large  cities  and  industrial  centres  account  for 
the  increase.  While  rural  districts  have  suffered  every- 
where, the  decrease  in  the  Northern  area  is  specially 
marked.  As  it  happens,  the  population  of  the  county  of 
Inverness  reached  its  highest  in  the  year  1841,  but  the 
gross  total  of  the  five  counties  attained  its  maximum  in 
the  next  decade.  For  convenience,  we  embrace  the  year 
1851  in  the  present  comparison.  The  figures  for  the  thret 
decades  ending  in  that  year  come  out  as  follows:  — 


Inverness 

Nairnshire 

Ross,  and  Cromarty 

Sutherland 

Caithness 


1831 

1841 

1851 

94,797 

97,799 

96,500 

9,354 

9,217 

9,956 

74,820 

78,685 

82,707 

25,518 

24,782 

25,793 

34,529 

36,343 

38,709 

239,018      246,826      253,665 


The   population    of    the   same   counties   in    1901    was   as 
follows :  — • 

Inverness      90,104 

Nairn  9,291 

Boss  and  Cromarty  ...         76,450 

Sutherland  21,440 

Caithness      33,870 


231,155 
The  continuous  decrease  which  reached  such  dimensions 
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inl901  did  not,  it  is  to  be  feared,  end  there.  No  doubt 
can  be  entertained  that  during  the  last  five  years  there 
haa  been  a  further  falling  off.  In  many  material 
respects  progress  was  made  during  the  past  half-century, 
but  in  the  matter  of  population  the  decay  is  serious.  At 
the  bottom  of  it  all  economic  causes  play  an  important 
part.  The  evictions  which  took  place  from  time  to  time 
have  fixed  themselves  in  public  memory,  but  they  can 
only  be  regarded  as  lamentable  incidents  in  a  widespread 
movement.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  most  of  them  occurred 
either  in  the  first  two  decades  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
or  in  the  middle  of  it  when  population  was  at  its  culmin- 
ating point.  The  stream  of  migration  and  emigration 
from  the  Highlands  is  part  of  a  great  problem,  affecting 
many  parts  of  the  world  as  well  as  this  country.  Canada 
is  at  the  present  time  draining  us  of  our  most  active 
youth.  The  situation  as  it  now  exists  is  only  an  intensi- 
fied form  of  a  process  which  has  long  being  going  on. 
A  typical  case  is  presented  by  the  parish  of  Urquhart  and 
Glenmoriston,  which  had  a  population  of  2663  in  1801 
and  of  3280  in  1851;  whereas  in  1901  it  had  fallen  to 
1828.  The  reduction,  says  Mr  William  Mackay,  the 
historian  of  the  parish,  "  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  young  men  are  not  now  satisfied  with  remaining  at 
home  as  their  fathers  did,  but  go  out  into  the  world,  and 
that  the  young  women  also  go  out  to  better  themselves 
elsewhere."  The  truth  is  that  in  the  Highlands  our 
natural  resources  are  limited.  We  have  no  minerals  to 
develop.  Water-power  may  come  to  be  useful,  but  it  is 
only  at  the  stage  of  experiment.  Sheep-farming  fell  on 
evil  times,  and  its  area  has  certainly  diminished  one-third, 
perhaps  nearly  one-half,  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
Deer  forests  have  kept  up  values,  but  they  are  incom- 
patible with  a  numerous  population.  The  growth  of 
villages  as  summer  and  health  resorts,  and  the  increase 
of  towns  which  possess  golf-links,  are  the  most  apparent 
signs  of  advance.  The  Crofters  Act  has  diminished  dis- 
content, and  has  helped  in  many  quarters  to  improve 
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dwellings,  but  it  has  not  stopped  the  decline  of  population. 
Such  conditions  present  a  problem  which  has  not  yet  been 
considered  as  a  whole.  All  that  need  be  said  here  is 
that  in  the  interests  of  the  Highlands  the  claims  of 
sport,  of  agriculture,  of  small  holdings,  of  pastoral  farm- 
ing, and  of  the  village  residents,  must  all  be  kept  in  view. 
To  disregard  any  one  of  them  is  perilous.  The  fact  that 
people  nowadays  will  not  live  under  former  conditions, 
especially  when  they  have  hopes  of  making  comfortable 
homes  elsewhere ;  the  fact  that  sheep  farming  succumbed 
to  a  fall  in  prices,  the  deterioration  of  pastures,  and  the 
increase  in  the  expense  of  working;  the  fact  also  that 
without  sporting  rents  the  weight  of  taxation  would 
become  crushing  in  its  severity — all  these  facts  and  others 
like  them  have  to  be  pondered  in  seeking  a  solution  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  time. 

In  the  period  which  the  present  volume  covers  we  have 
to  do  with  the  state  of  the  Highlands  under  the  condi- 
tions which  then  prevailed.  While  the  population  was 
numerous  and  increasing,  a  great  amount  of  distress 
existed.  This,  indeed,  was  not  confined  to  the  Highlands. 
The  fluctuations  in  industry  and  in  agricultural  prices 
called  forth  frequent  complaints  from  other  parts  of  the 
country.  Those  social  troubles  which  produced  the 
Chartist  movement  were  in  active  operation.  In  the 
Highlands,  however,  the  case  was  aggravated  at  an  early 
stage  by  sudden  changes  in  the  law  which  had  made  kelp 
gathering  for  nearly  forty  years  a  remunerative  industry 
on  the  West  Coast  and  in  the  Islands.  It  is  with  this 
region  that  the  present  pages  chiefly  deal.  Kelp  pro- 
duced an  alkali  which  formed  an  ingredient  in  the 
manufacture  of  soap  and  other  commodities.  The  same 
substance  could  be  obtained  at  a  cheaper  rate  from 
Spanish  barilla,  but  a  heavy  duty  kept  it  out.  This  duty 
rose  from  £5  5s  per  ton  in  1787  to  £11  per  ton  in  1819, 
and  the  price  of  alkali  rose  in  proportion.  But  the 
manufacturers  clamoured  for  reduction — rightly  enough 
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from  their  point  of  view — and  succeeded  in  obtaining  it. 
In  1822  the  duty  of  barilla  was  reduced  to  £8,  in  1823 
to  £5,  and  in  1830  to  £2.  At  a  later  date  it  was  removed 
altogether,  but  even  before  that  time  the  reductions  in- 
flicted great  hardship  on  a  poor  population.  The  price 
of  alkali  fell  from  £11  per  ton  to  £4.  It  is  said  that  at 
the  height  of  the  kelp  industry  from  40,000  to  50,000 
people  were  dependent  on  it.  The  steady  growth  of 
population  intensified  the  misery  which  followed.  Land- 
lords became  embarrassed  as  well  as  people ;  yet  it  is  not 
to  be  forgotten  that  landlords  often  endeavoured  to  provide 
work  to  stave  off  destitution.  It  is  recorded,  for  instance, 
that  in  Skye  in  1828  a  sum  of  £15,000  had  been  spent  in 
this  way  on  the  Macdonald  estates. 

Throughout  the  period  there  are  constant  references 
to  distress  and  to  emigration.  In  the  summer  of  1828  two 
vessels  sailed  from  Lochmaddy  for  Canada,  with  600  souls 
on  board,  and  others  were  preparing  to  follow.  In  1829 
vessels  left  Skye  for  Cape  Breton ;  in  1830  "  the  fever  of 
emigration  "  was  raging  in  the  county  of  Sutherland,  and 
vessels  departed  for  Canada  carrying,  it  is  said,  over  900 
persons.  At  a  meeting  in  Edinburgh  in  1831,  to 
present  a  memorial  against  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
barilla,  it  was  stated  that  in  the  Uists  and  Beubecula  the 
population  numbered  12,500  persons,  and  that  7000  or 
8000  had  no  means  of  support,  except  the  gathering  of 
kelp.  The  representation  had  no  effect.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion of  diverse  interests,  in  which  the  remote  and  the 
weaker  went  to  the  wall.  An  entry  in  July  1831  states 
that  the  poor  people  in  the  islands  were  most  wretched. 
"  Their  best  food  consists  of  shell-fish,  and  a  kind  of  broth 
made  of  sea-weed,  nettles,  and  other  wild  plants,  into 
which  is  infused  a  small  sprinkling  of  oatmeal."  In  1836 
the  island  of  Lewis  suffered  terribly  from  a  cold  spring, 
which  destroyed  the  lambs  and  caused  the  death  of  several 
thousand  sheep  and  700  head  of  cattle  and  horses.  Next 
year  we  are  told  that  the  failure  of  the  crops  in  the 
•western  districts  for  two  successive  seasons  had  intensified 
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the  distress,  and  an  appeal  for  assistance  was  made  both 
to  England  and  Scotland.  The  want  of  fuel  in  Skye 
drove  some  of  the  people  to  demolish  their  turf  huts, 
the  dispossessed  owners  being  distributed  among  the 
other  families.  "  We  know  not,"  it  is  said,  "  that  the 
history  of  the  British  people  ever  presented  such  pictures 
of  severe  unmitigated  want  and  misery  as  are  exemplified 
at  this  moment  in  the  case  of  the  poor  Highlanders."  A 
committee  was  formed  in  Glasgow  which  raised  a  sum  of 
nearly  £30,000,  and  aid  came  also  from  other  quarters, 
including  the  Government. 

There  is  no  satisfaction  in  dwelling  on  these  things, 
but  in  the  history  of  the  time  they  cannot  be  overlooked. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  this  state  of  matters  existed 
before  the  coming  of  the  great  potato  famine,  although 
there  are  indications  that  potatoes  were  already  becoming 
a  precarious  crop.  The  circumstances  of  Skye  are  de- 
scribed in  a  paper  published  in  1838  by  the  late  Rev. 
Alexander  Macgregor  (long  minister  of  the  West  Church, 
Inverness),  who  was  then  a  licentiate  of  the  Church  living 
in  the  manse  of  Kilmuir.  He  sets  down  the  destitution 
as  due  to  the  failure  of  kelp  and  herring,  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  black  cattle,  and  the  cessation  of  road-making. 
Mr  Macgregor  blames  the  custom  of  early  and  improvi- 
dent marriages,  the  low  state  of  husbandry,  and  the 
constant  sub-division  of  the  soil,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  population  on  many  farms  had  doubled  within  sixteen 
years.  He  also  mentioned  that  when  emigration  carried 
away  the  able-bodied,  they  left  behind  aged  relatives 
who  had  lost  their  means  of  support.  From  all  the 
crowded  districts  movement  to  the  colonies  went  forward. 
In  1838  it  is  stated  that  an  extensive  voluntary  emigration 
had  occurred  in  Lochaber  during  the  previous  two  years, 
and  that  1200  persons  (one  thinks  there  must  be  some 
mistake  in  the  figures)  were  now  prepared  to  emigrate  to 
Australia  under  the  Colonial  Act,  which  provided  for  free 
or  assisted  passages.  In  the  same  year  a  ship  with  280 
emigrants  from  the  counties  of  Ross  and  Inverness  sailed 
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from  Cromarty,  and  had  a  sad  experience,  as  the  vessel 
was  leaky  and  the  food  insufficient.  Evictions  which 
occurred  at  the  time  in  the  island  of  Harris  excited  much 
comment.  In  the  latter  part  of  1841  there  were  riots  at 
Durness,  in  Sutherland,  caused  by  evictions  which  the  local 
tacksmen  attempted  to  carry  out.  Other  cases  belong  to 
a  subsequent  time. 

To  resume  the  more  general  record.  In  1840  Sir 
Robert  Inglis  called  attention  in  the  House  of  Commons 
to  the  sad  circumstances  of  the  Highland  people,  asserting 
that  many  of  them  had  taken  a  pledge  to  confine  them- 
selves to  one  meal  a  day.  The  editor  of  the  "  Courier " 
said  he  had  never  heard  of  such  a  pledge,  and  at  the 
moment  there  was  no  unusual  crisis,  but  thousands  lived 
constantly  on  the  verge  of  destitution,  "  dependent  solely 
on  the  potato  crop."  The  Inverness  Town  Council 
declared  that  an  organised  system  of  emigration  was  im- 
periously called  for.  In  August  1840  it  is  recorded  that 
three  vessels,  represented  by  one  firm  of  agents,  had  in 
course  of  the  season  carried  away  463  persons  from  the 
North  Coast,  and  that  248  were  from  Caithness.  Over 
500  persons  went  away  from  Uig  and  Tobermory  in  1840. 
The  parish  minister  of  Croick,  in  Ross-shire,  accompanied 
a  band  of  emigrants  from  that  district  and  from  Assynt 
to  Nova  Scotia.  In  the  spring  of  1841  a  ship  with  190 
emigrants,  most  of  them  from  the  parish  of  Reay,  sailed 
from  Scrabster.  In  the  same  year  Mr  Henry  Baillie, 
member  for  Inverness-shire,  obtained  a  Committee  of 
Inquiry  from  the  House  of  Commons.  He  also  pleaded 
for  a  grant  of  money,  but  this  was  refused.  Mr  Baillie 
said  that  "  owing  to  the  depression  of  the  kelp  trade,  by 
the  reduction  of  the  duties  on  salt,  sulphur,  and  barilla, 
many  of  the  Highland  estates  were  ruined,  and  the 
tenants  and  occupants  deprived  of  the  means  of  living." 
In  course  of  the  inquiry,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Inverness 
attributed  the  destitution  to  the  injudicious  means  taken 
to  prevent  emigration  in  the  beginning  of  the  century. 
The  Committee,  when  it  reported,  found  that  an  excess 
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of  population  existed  on  the  western  coasts  of  the  counties 
of  Argyll,  Inverness,  and  Ross,  and  in  the  islands ;  "  and 
this  excess  of  population,  who  are  for  the  most  part,  for 
a  period  of  every  year,  in  a  state  of  destitution,  was 
variously  calculated  at  from  45,000  to  80,000  souls." 
The  Committee  was  further  informed  "  that  the  famine 
and  destitution  in  the  years  1836  and  1837  was  so 
extensive  that  many  thousands  would  have  died  of 
starvation  had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  which  they 
received  from  the  Government  and  the  public;  that  the 
sum  of  £70,000  was  collected  and  distributed  at  that 
period  in  the  shape  of  food  and  clothing,  and  all  the 
witnesses  were  of  opinion  that  this  district  of  the  country 
was  liable  to  similar  visitations  in  succeeding  years." 
Such  was  the  condition  of  the  people  in  the  western 
districts  and  in  a  few  spots  on  the  mainland.  It  would 
be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  it  was  anything  like 
universal.  In  many  fertile  glens  a  moderate  degree  of 
comfort  prevailed.  The  remedy  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee was  emigration,  assisted  and  regulated  by  the 
Government 

Sheep  farming,  which  had  taken  a  substantial  hold 
in  the  Highlands  before  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  developed  steadily  in  subsequent  times.  A  Par- 
liamentary paper  published  in  the  History  of  the  Highland 
and  Agricultural  Society,  gives  a  tabulated  statement  of 
the  acreage  and  live  stock  in  the  counties  of  Scotland  for 
the  year  1811.  The  document  is  taken  from  a  careful 
digest  made  from  authentic  sources  by  Mr  J.  Marshall, 
and  printed  on  the  recommendation  of  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  1833.  From  this  paper  we 
take  the  following  figures  of  the  sheep  stock  in  the  North- 
ern Highland  Counties  in  1811  :  — 

Inverness-shire,   Mainland,   and  Islands      154,000 

Boss   and    Cromarty       50,946 

Sutherland            37,130 

Caithness               12,748 

254,824 
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In  this  computation  the  Island  of  Lewis  is  reckoned  with 
the  other  Hebridean  Islands,  so  that  a  little  more  than 
its  fair  proportion  is  assigned  to  the  county  of  Inverness. 
On  the  mainland  of  the  county  the  numbers  are  given  as 
50,000,  about  a  third  of  the  total  for  the  shire  and  Lewis. 
Authentic  figures  are  not  to  be  obtained  for  many  years 
afterwards.  The  establishment  of  the  Inverness  Wool 
Market  in  1817  proves  the  rapid  extension  of  the  industry. 
We  find  it  stated  in  our  columns  in  1827  that  according 
to  the  best  information  "  about  120,000  stones  of  wool 
and  150,000  sheep  were  disposed  of  on  terms  generally 
agreeable  to  all  parties."  This,  however,  seems  to  have 
been  an  unusually  prosperous  year.  In  the  first  edition 
of  the  Andersons'  Guide  to  the  Highlands,  published  in 
1834,  the  average  amount  of  transactions  at  the  market 
is  computed  at  100,000  sheep  and  as  many  stones  of  wool. 
The  same  work  states  that  in  a  report  of  a  committee 
appointed  at  the  market  of  1832,  the  number  of  sheep 
annually  exported  from  Inverness-shire  was  estimated  at 
100,000,  and  that  all  the  other  northern  counties  yielded 
nearly  the  same  amount,  making  a  total  export  of  about 
200,000.  In  the  opinion  of  the  authors,  "  the  modern 
system  of  sheep-farming  on  a  great  scale  seems  to  have 
been  too  generally  adopted,  with  an  inconsiderable  degree 
of  expedition,  in  some  districts  of  the  Highlands." 
Cheviot  stock  had  by  this  time  become  the  favourite 
breed  in  suitable  localities.  For  the  sake  of  comparison 
we  give  the  numbers  in  the  various  counties,  as  reported 
by  Mr  Hall  Maxwell,  secretary  to  the  Highland  Society, 
in  1854.  Under  pressure  from  the  Society,  the  Board 
of  Trade  requested  its  directors  to  collect  statistics,  and 
the  following  are  the  returns  of  sheep  in  the  Northern 
Counties :  — • 

Inverness-shire  in  1854 642,028 

Ross  and  Cromarty,  do.           251,619 

Sutherland,    do.               162,103 

Caithness,  do 75,469 

1,031,219 
In  1855,  the  return  for  Sutherland  is          200,553 
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The  vast  increase  which  had  taken  place  in  forty-three 
years  is  the  most  conclusive  proof  of  the  economic  change 
which  had  occurred  in  the  Highlands  within  the  period. 
For  another  quarter  of  a  century  the  sheep  industry  con- 
tinued, with  some  fluctuations,  to  expand,  but  since  then 
vital  changes  have  greatly  transformed  the  Highland 
area.  The  returns  recently  issued  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
give  the  following  figures  for  1906  :  — 

Inveniess-shiro  ...         ...         •••  532,880 

Ross  and  Cromarty        262,002 

Sutherland  195,453 

Caithness  ...  124,197 

Total  1,114,532 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  total  now  is  not  much  greater 
than  it  was  in  1854,  and  if  allowance  were  made  for  the 
imperfect  character  of  the  early  returns,  the  difference 
would  probably  be  imperceptible.  The  fact  that  arable 
farmers  nowadays  keep  many  more  sheep  than  in  former 
times,  likewise  disguises  in  the  statistics  the  actual  reduc- 
tion which  has  recently  taken  place  in  the  sheep-farming 
area. 

A  change  was  coming  over  the  agriculture  of  the 
district  similar  to  that  which  had  occurred  in  pastoral 
farming,  though  slower  in  operation.  The  old  primitive 
system  of  tillage  was  disappearing.  The  work  of  reclama-- 
tion  had  begun,  which  continued  until  the  middle  of  the 
seventies,  when  the  drop  in  prices  made  it  unprofitable. 
Improved  qualities  of  seed  were  introduced,  and  draining 
and  fencing  went  forward.  A  note  in  our  columns  in 
1839  draws  attention  to  the  great  improvement  which 
had  occurred  within  the  previous  twelve  years,  enabling 
many  parishes  which  had  formerly  imported  produce  to 
contribute  a  share  of  exports.  "  Thorough  drainage  and 
bone-dust,"  it  is  stated,  "  have  revolutionised  the  surface 
of  the  earth ;  and  if  the  whole  kingdom  were  brought 
under  the  improved  system  of  tillage,  the  corn  produce  of 
Britain  would  far  exceed  the  wants  of  its  population," 
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Though  this  hope  was  destined  to  disappointment,  the 
paragraph  shows  the  spirit  of  activity  that  prevailed.  The 
Inverness  Farmer  Society  was  resuscitated,  and  societies 
in  other  places  stimulated  general  interest.  Ploughing 
matches  were  held  for  the  encouragement  of  farm  servants. 
They  were  not  exactly  a  new  development,  but  they  seem 
to  have  been  revived  and  made  more  popular. 

The  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  did  yeoman 
service  in  imparting  an  impulse  to  every  form  of  agricul- 
ture. At  the  first  show  of  this  Society  held  at  Inverness 
in.  1831,  shorthorn  cattle  were  represented  by  only  two 
cows,  and  the  Aberdeenshire  polled  by  two  bulls,  four 
heifers,  and  one  cow.  There  was,  however,  a  good  display 
of  Highland  stock,  and  a  fair  representation  of  Galloways, 
though  the  latter  were  in  the  hands  of  three  exhibitors. 
The  show  of  sheep  was  extremely  small,  but  this  must 
have  been  due  to  difficulties  of  transit  rather  than  to  any 
other  cause.  Horses  made  a  more  satisfactory  appear- 
ance. At  the  second  showv  held  in  1839,  there  was  a 
great  advance.  Highland  cattle  were  again  to  the  front, 
but  other  classes  had  multiplied.  In  shorthorns  there 
were  twelve  aged  bulls  (three  from  the  south  of  Scotland), 
three  yearling  bulls,  and  four  bull  calves;  also  nine  cows 
and  four  heifers.  In  polled  cattle,  of  all  classes,  there 
were  eight  bulls,  nine  cows,  and  five  pairs  of  heifers. 
There  were  also  a  few  Ayrshires,  with  a  considerable 
display  of  extra  stock.  Horses  are  described  as  a  meagre 
show.  In  sheep  the  blackfaced  were  few,  but  the  display 
of  Cheviots  seems  to  have  impressed  some  of  the  visitors. 
The  official  history  of  the  Society,  from  which  we  have 
drawn  these  particulars,  says  merely  that  they  "  mustered 
fairly."  This  evidently  refers  to  numbers.  The  con- 
temporary report  in  our  columns,  speaking  doubtless  of 
quality,  and  using  language  of  pardonable  exaggeration, 
says  that  "  the  show  of  Cheviots  was  by  far  the  best  that 
had  ever  been  exhibited  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society." 
In.  corroboration  of  the  remark,  we  are  told  that  "  a 
gentleman  from  Northumberland  states  that  at  the  exhibi- 
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tions  in  the  North  of  England,  no  such  Cheviot  wethers 
had  ever  been  exhibited."  Wherever  the  exact  truth  on 
this  point  may  lie,  it  is  clear  that  Cheviot  sheep  were  now 
in  the  ascendant  in  the  district.  A  few  Leicesters  and 
Southdowns  were  also  forward.  The  gate  money  at  Inver- 
ness in  1831  was  £71  13s  6d,  and  in  1839,  £211  Is  6d. 
The  second  show  was  a  great  affair  in  the  North.  It  was 
celebrated  by  a  dinner,  at  which  about  780  persons 
attended,  accommodation  being  provided  in  a  pavilion 
specially  erected.  Our  report  mentions  that  the  entries 
at  the  show  numbered  879,  "  within  about  twenty  of  the 
great  Glasgow  Exhibition." 

Farm  buildings  began  to  share  in  the  general  improve- 
ment. In  1827  a  newspaper  letter  avers  that  three- 
fourths,  or  even  four-fifths,  of  the  Highland  peasantry 
lived  in  black  huts  of  a  well-known  type,  still  existing  in 
the  Hebrides.  Much  better  provision  was  made  for  the 
pastoral  and  larger  class  of  agricultural  farmers,  but  even 
their  houses  would  seldom  bear  comparison  with  those  of 
the  present  day.  The  Messrs  Anderson  are  again  an 
authority  that  may  be  quoted.  "  The  residences  of  the 
better  classes  in  the  Highlands,"  they  say,  "  are  now 
(1834)  provided  with  the  usual  comforts  and  conveniences 
of  life.  Farm-houses  of  moderate  pretensions  are  not  in 
general  remarkable  for  neatness  or  comfort;  but  the 
better  class  of  such  dwellings  are  substantial  and  well- 
furnished,  while  the  landed  gentry  in  many  cases  have 
gone  to  an  expense  in  the  style  of  their  houses  quite 
unsuited  to  the  value  of  their  estates.  Stone  is  the 
universal  material  used  in  the  construction  of  dwelling- 
houses.  These  are  frequently  harled  or  white-washed 
on  the  outside  with  slaked  lime."  It  is  doubtful  if  many 
farm-houses  at  that  time  were  slated,  and  in  any  case 
slated  farm-steadings,  even  in  the  lowlands  of  the  district, 
were  not  common  until  a  later  date.  The  Messrs  Ander- 
son give  "  on  a  rough  conjecture  "  the  value  of  the  exports 
from  the  Highlands  and  Islands.  They  estimate  the 
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exports  of  sheep  and  wool  at  £250,000  a  year;  black 
cattle  also  at  £250,000;  herrings,  £200,000;  grain, 
£100,000;  salmon,  kelp,  wood,  pork,  &c,  £100,000; 
whisky,  £200,000;  making  a  total  of  £1,100,000  a  year. 
About  half  of  the  herring  export  is  assigned  to  Caithness. 

The  history  of  sport  in  the  Highlands  can  only 
be  written  by  an  expert,  but  side-lights  are  thrown  upon 
it  from  many  sources,  including  our  newspaper  columns. 
The  fascinations  of  sport  in  all  its  forms,  on  moors,  in 
deer  forests,  in  lochs  and  rivers,  existed  long  before  they 
became  a  source  of  solid  income  to  Highland  proprietors. 
Payments  may  have  been  made  by  visitors  on  a  limited 
scale  before  there  was  any  general  system  of  letting,  but 
the  liberty  to  shoot  was  evidently  in  manv  cases  an  oppor- 
tunity for  hospitality.  We  can  go  back  to  Colonel 
Thornton's  tour  in  Scotland  in  1786,  when  he  occupied 
Raitts,  in  Badenoch,  and  enjoyed  shooting  and  fishing 
throughout  the  whole  district.  This  was  not  his  first 
visit,  for  he  mentions  having  been  in  the  Highlands  ten 
or  twelve  years  before,  and  notes  the  "  luxury  and 
effeminacy"  that  had  crept  in  during  the  interval.  As 
time  went  on  visitors  became  more  numerous,  and  prac- 
tised sport  in  a  free  and  easy  fashion.  The  following 
advertisement  which  appears  in  the  "  Invernes  Journal  " 
of  October  2nd,  1907,  tells  its  own  story:  — 

"  PRESERVATION  OF  GAME.— Sir  George  Mackenzie  of 
Coul,  Bart. ;  Sir  Roderick  Mackenzie  of  Scatwell,  Bart. ; 
Henry  Davidson,  Esq.  of  Tulloch ;  William  Mackenzie, 
Esq.  of  Strathgarve ;  and  Alex.  Mackenzie,  Esq.  of  Ord, 
having  found  the  game  on  their  Estates  very  scarce,  owing 
partly  to  the  severity  of  last  spring,  but  chiefly  to  un- 
authorised persons  destroying  it,  and  travellers  shooting 
on  their  way  to  and  from  Lochbroom,  have  resolved  to 
prevent,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  all  unqualified 
and  unauthorised  persons  from  injuring  it.  They  there- 
fore give  warning  to  all  persons  who  may  have  occasion 
to  travel  on  the  Ullapool  Road,  and  to  all  others,  not 
to  shoot  on  their  grounds;  and  request  of  their  friends 
not  to  ask  leave  to  sport  on  their  property  during  the 
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remainder  of  this,  or  during  the  next  season,  as  then  a 
jubilee  is  to  be  given  to  the  Game." 

Advertisements  asking  friends  to  avoid  for  a  season 
making  requests  for  sport  appear  occasionally  at  later 
dates.  As  a  rule,  however,  in  the  opening  decades  of 
the  nineteenth  century  many  gay  parties  found  entertain- 
ment during  the  autumn  months.  In  1811  Sir  Humphry 
Davy  was  in  the  North,  and  again  in  1821  he  was  shoot- 
ing and  fishing  in  Ross-shire,  "  taking  the  campaign 
against  the  grouse  "  on  the  moors  of  Sir  George  Mackenzie 
of  Coul.  The  Duchess  of  Gordon,  who  died  in  1812,  may 
have  looked  on  Kinrara  (if  we  may  judge  from  letters 
recently  published)  as  in  some  measure  an  exile,  but  her 
presence  there  added  to  the  liveliness  of  the  district.  Her 
daughter,  the  Duchess  of  Bedford,  kept  up  the  succession, 
and  her  son,  best  known  as  the  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
delighted  in  having  friends  around  him  on.  his  Bade- 
noch  property.  In  1816  there  are  newspaper  records 
of  heavy  bags  on  the  Badenoch  moors,  all  the  heavier, 
it  was  supposed,  because  unfavourable  weather  had  driven 
the  grouse  to  the  lower  grounds.  In  the  early  thirties 
the  traffic  in  August  is  reported  as  heavy — "  there  never 
was  a  time  when  the  Highlands  had  so  many  visitors." 
Good  roads,  coaches,  and  steamers  were  now  carrying 
their  autumn  freights  to  the  Highlands.  The  growth  of 
shooting  rents  is  noted  by  the  Messrs  Anderson  in  their 
Guide  in  1834.  "  It  has  now,"  they  say,  "become  a  com- 
mon practice  for  Highland  proprietors  to  let  the  right  of 
shooting  on  their  grounds.  Moors  may  be  had  at  all 
prices  from  £50  to  £500  for  the  season,  with  accommoda- 
tions varying  according  to  the  circumstances."  We  fancy 
the  latter  figure  was  very  exceptional.  The  late  Earl  of 
Malmesbury  in  his  Memoirs  gives  us  some  particulars. 
Writing  of  the  year  1833,  he  says:  — 

"  This  was  the  first  year  that  the  Highlands  became 
the  rage  and  that  deer  forests  were  made  and  rented, 
but  for  prices  not  exceeding  £300  a  year.  Sir  Harry 
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Goodrick,  who  was  a  leader  among  the  young  hunting 
men,  hired  Mar  Forest,  and  Lord  Kinnaird,  Fealar  in 
Athol.  We  paid  the  latter  a  visit  in  August,  at  Rossie 
Priory,  and  I  went  with  him,  Mr  Errington  and  Count 
Matuachewitz,  the  Russian  Ambassador,  to  a  bothy  at 
Fealar.  ...  I  went  later  to  the  Isle  of  Skye  and 
to  Harris.  I  was  harboured  at  the  latter  by  Mr  Stewart, 
a  gentleman  farmer  and  breeder  of  cattle,  and  had  the 
run  of  the  island,  which  belonged  then  to  Macleod,  and 
the  grouse,  deer  forest,  and  fishing,  all  of  which  are  first- 
rate,  were  offered  to  me  for  £25  a  year.  It  has  been 
purchased  since  by  Lord  Dunmore,  and  the  sporting  right 
let  for  £2000  a  year.  At  that  time  (1833)  a  stranger 
could  fish  and  shoot  over  almost  any  part  of  the  Highlands, 
without  interruption,  the  letting  value  of  the  ferae  naturae 
being  unknown  to  their  possessors." 

The  Andersons,  however,  afford  contemporary  evidence 
that  the  change,  at  least  as  regards  grouse  shooting,  had 
begun  earlier  than  Lord  Malmesbury  remembered.  His 
own  first  experience  as  a  lessee,  it  will  be  observed,  was  in 
a  district  which  was  then  considered  remote.  Sir  Alex- 
ander Muir  Mackenzie  thinks  that  the  renting  of  moors 
commenced  about  1809  (Chambers's  Journal,  February 
1906).  If  this  was  so  the  returns  for  years  must  have 
been  too  small  to  be  reckoned  important.  It  was  in  the 
end  of  the  twenties  and  the  beginning  of  the  thirties  that 
the  business  began  to  assume  considerable  proportions. 
The  late  Mr  Joseph  Mitchell,  C.E.,  who  was  born  in  1803 
and  died  in  1883,  corroborates  this  in  his  Reminiscences. 
He  says  that  in  early  days  "  it  was  reckoned  mean  to  take 
money  for  the  privilege  of  shooting  and  fishing,  and  the 
letting  which  now  brings  in  such  vast  revenues  did  not 
become  general  till  1826  or  1830."  Probably  Sir  Alex- 
ander Muir  Mackenzie  refers  to  the  Southern  Highlands, 
where  letting  seems  to  have  begun  earlier  than  in  the 
North. 

The  late  Evander  Maciver  says  that  when  he  entered  in 
1834  on  the  factorship  of  the  Tulloch  estates  in  Ross-shire, 
there  was  only  one  shooting  let,  Achnaclerach,  near  Garve, 
at  a  rent  of  £100  a  year.  The  Lochbroom  shootings,  lie 
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says,  had  never  been  let,  and  all  the  shootings  round 
Tulloch  were  kept  in  the  proprietor's  own  hands.  We 
find  it  noted  in  our  columns  in  1835,  that  is  the  very  next 
year,  that  Lord  Southampton  had  taken  the  shootings  and 
fishings  of  Lochbroom,  and  in  the  same  year  there  is  a 
list  of  forty  sportsmen  in  shooting  quarters.  In  that  year 
also  the  shootings  and  fishings  of  Strathconon  are  adver- 
tised, with  the  information  that  the  place  had  been  let  for 
three  years  previously,  and  that  its  tenants  certified  that 
it  afforded  excellent  sport.  "  One  of  them  wrote  that 
an  ordinary  shot  might  with  great  ease  bag  20  brace  of 
grouse  a  day,  and  that  he  and  one  companion  killed  13 
brace  of  ptarmigan  in  about  half-an-hour."  The  right  of 
shooting  over  extensive  districts  in  Sutherland — to  include 
red-deer  "  with  certain  limitations " — was  advertised  in 
1836;  the  shootings  of  Achnasheen  in  1837.  In  1840  a 
tract  in  Lochaber,  extending  to  about  20,000  imperial 
acres,  was  advertised  as  suitable  for  conversion  into  a  deer 
forest,  the  inducement  being  held  out  that  "  by  adding 
three  or  four  thousand  acres  more,  these  farms  might  be 
brought  almost  into  contact  with  an  old-established  regular 
forest,  which  has  been  for  a  century  or  two  strictly  reserved 
from  sheep  and  cattle,  and  is  at  present  well  stocked  with 
deer."  The  deer  forest  of  Glenloyne,  on  the  Glengarry 
estates,  was  in  existence  at  the  same  time,  having  been 
formed  by  the  last  notable  chief,  who  was  an  ardent 
sportsman. 

An  article  which  appears  in  our  columns  in  1841  gives 
an  estimate  of  the  value  that  was  then  attached  to  High- 
land shootings.  It  is  stated  that  ground  capable  of 
yielding  500  brace  of  grouse  would  let  for  £125,  and  if 
the  house  accommodation  was  good  and  the  moor  of  high 
reputation,  "  we  have  known  10s  a  brace  offered  for  a 
month's  shooting  " — a  rate  which  would  work  out  at  a 
rent  of  £250.  One  red  deer,  we  are  told,  was  equal  to  a 
hundred  brace  of  grouse,  which  would  mean  a  rental  of 
from  £25  to  £50  per  head  of  deer.  About  the  end  of  our 
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period  books  on  sport  began  to  be  published,  the  most 
famous  being  those  of  Mr  William  Scrope  and  Mr  John 
Colquhoun ;  later  came  the  works  of  Charles  St  John. 
Mr  Colquohun  died  in  1885,  and  writing  some  years  earlier, 
he  says — "  Forty  years  ago  there  were  no  Scotch  sporting 
books,  and  the  few  English  ones  were  merely  works  of 
instruction  and  dry  detail.  Now,  however,  the  Scotch 
books  on  mountain,  forest,  and  river  sport  occupy  no  mean 
place  in  our  national  literature.  How  much  these  books 
stimulated  the  demand  for  Scotch  shootings  it  would  be 
difficult  to  say ;  at  all  events,  wild  shooting  rose  pro- 
digiously in  the  market  after  their  publication.  Forty 
years  ago  capital  small  ranges  were  to  be  had  from  £150 
to  £180.  The  rapidity  with  which  these  rose  to  thrice 
that  amount  was  most  disheartening  to  keen  grouse- 
shooters  of  moderate  incomes.  The  competition  for  the 
first-class  beats  was  even  greater,  and  I  have  been  told 
by  agents  that  the  claimants  bid  each  other  up  to  such  a 
figure  that  they  were  sometimes  ashamed  to  take  the 
highest  offer."  Sir  Alexander  Muir  Mackenzie  says  that 
the  Drumouchter  shootings  let  for  £80  or  £90  in  early 
days,  while  in  1906  they  had  risen  to  £800. 

Coaching  was  in  its  heyday  during  our  period  and  for 
some  time  thereafter.  A  daily  mail  began  to  run  between 
Inverness  and  Aberdeen  in  1811,  and  there  was  no  change 
in  the  official  route  for  the  next  twenty-five  years.  But 
the  central  road  to  Perth  had  advantages  which  com- 
mended it  to  private  enterprise.  There  was  an  attempt 
to  run  a  coach  upon  it  in  1806,  which  was  continued  by 
an  enterprising  solicitor,  Mr  Peter  Anderson,  after  it  had 
been  abandoned  by  his  associates.  In  1809  we  had  a 
regular  service  established,  three  times  a  week  in  summer 
and  twice  a  week  in  winter,  which  was  destined  to  endure. 
In  1826  there  was  an  effort  to  make  the  service  daily,  but 
judging  from  subsequent  notices,  it  was  premature.  Until 
1836  the  Caledonian  Coach,  as  it  was  called,  continued 
to  travel  according  to  the  original  arrangement,  being 
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latterly  crowded  in  the  autumn  months  with  tourists, 
sportsmen,  and  their  baggage.  At  length,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1836,  the  Government  acceded  to  petitions  to  run 
a  daily  mail  between  Inverness  and  Perth,  and  the  Cale- 
donian was  withdrawn  to  make  room  for  the  postal  con- 
veyance, which  was  "spick  and  span  new,  with  new  guards 
in  new  liveries,  and  horses  that  find  no  difficulty,  even  at 
the  ugly  Pass  of  Slockmuick,  in  clearing  nine  miles  an 
hour."  At  the  same  time  there  were  no  fewer  than  four 
daily  coaches  running  between  Inverness  and  Aberdeen, 
and  even  at  an  earlier  date  it  is  stated  that  seven  different 
stage  coaches  passed  daily  to  and  from  Inverness.  One 
can  understand  how  much  liveliness  this  created  in  the 
streets  of  the  town.  Mr  Joseph  Mitchell  enables  us  to 
realise  the  condition  of  travelling  in  those  days.  He 
says : — 

"  In  my  early  days  coaching  was  very  slow  and  im- 
perfect. The  coachman's  drive  was  limited  to  one  stage 
of  ten  or  twelve  miles;  thereafter  he  tended  his  horses 
and  prepared  them  for  the  return  journey.  His  reward 
was  sixpence  from  each  passenger.  The  roads  throughout 
the  country  became  very  much  improved  between  1830 
and  1840,  and  coaches  improved  also  and  became 
numerous.  A  few  years  after  1840  coaching  in  Scotland 
was  brought  to  its  greatest  perfection.  A  great  impetus 
was  given  to  it  by  an  association  of  some  county  gentle- 
men, chiefly  Mr  Eamsay  of  Barnton,  Mr  Barclay  of  Ury, 
Lord  Glenlyon,  and  others.  They  started  a  coach 
between  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen.  Their  coaches  were 
luxurious  and  handsome,  the  horses  beautifully  matched, 
and  of  the  first  character,  harness  in  good  taste  and  of  the 
best  quality.  The  drivers  and  guards,  in  their  uniform  of 
red  coats  and  yellow  collars,  were  steady  and  respectable 
men,  great  favourites  on  the  road,  obliging,  full  of  con- 
versation and  local  knowledge,  and  several  of  these  played 
with  no  mean  talent  on  the  bugle  and  cornet.  Time  was 
kept  to  a  minute,  and  so  complete  and  perfect  waa  the 
whole  establishment  that  a  highly  paid  veterinary  surgeon 
was  employed  to  tend  the  horses  and  see  that  they  were 
properly  looked  to." 

During  the  sariie  time  steamers  plied  on  the  Gale- 
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donian  Canal  and  in  the  western  seas,  and  ventures  were 
made  in  the  Moray  Firth,  but  at  first  with  only  partial 
success.  As  travelling  increased,  the  accommodation  for 
travellers  improved.  There  is  a  curious  passage  in  the 
Guide-Book  so  often  quoted,  commending  the  better  class 
of  inns  on  frequented  routes,  and  saying  that  even  in 
other  houses  the  tourist  will  often  be  agreeably  surprised. — 

"  Considering  the  recent  establishment  of  these  inns, 
and  the  want  of  familiarity  on  the  part  of  the  Highland 
peasantry  with  the  more  refined  habits  and  comforts  of 
the  South,  the  business  of  innkeeping  has  fully  kept  pace 
with  the  other  improvements  of  the  country.  If  much 
refinement  and  elegance  is  not  to  be  seen,  there  is  at  least 
abundance  of  substantial  commodities;  no  lack  of  black- 
faced  mutton  and  poultry,  with  the  addition  of  salmon, 
and  various  other  excellent  fish,  on  the  sea-coasts ;  and 
indeed  scarcely  a  burn  but  affords  trout.  The  traveller 
may  everywhere  calculate  on  the  luxuries  of  tea  and  sugar, 
and  generally  loaf-bred  or  biscuits ;  eggs  and  milk,  with 
whisky,  &c.,  always  in  abundance.  .  .  .  We  may  add 
that  the  horse  will  be  as  well  off  as  the  rider,  good  stabling 
being  seldom  wanting.  Neither  need  the  Saxon  be  appre- 
hensive of  finding  himself  at  a  loss  to  make  his  wants 
known,  as  it  verv  rarely  happens  that  individuals  are  not 
met  with  who  understand  the  English  language." 

The  condition  of  the  Caledonian  Canal  engaged  atten- 
tion in  1839.  Mr  Walker,  C.E.,  reported  that  extens- 
sive  operations  were  necessary  to  give  the  undertaking  a 
fair  chance  of  accomplishing  its  purpose,  and  a  scheme  was 
set  agoing  for  leasing  it  to  a  company  for  a  period  of  years. 
A  bill  with  this  object  actually  passed,  but  the  Commis- 
sioners were  unable  to  effect  a  transfer  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed, and  they  had  ultimately  to  undertake  the  work  at 
the  public  expense. 

The  Northern  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science 
and  Literature  was  founded  in  1825,  and  had  a  life  of 
ten  years.  It  was  a  gallant  attempt  to  establish  a  society 
for  the  purposes  of  local  research,  but  came  rather  before 
its  time.  Its  general  secretary  and  chief  promoter  was 
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Mr  George  Anderson,  then  a  young  solicitor,  a  member 
of  a  family  who  did  much  to  excite  interest  in  scientific 
pursuits,  chiefly  archaeological  and  geological.  His  elder 
brother,  Mr  John  Anderson,  W.S.,  was  secretary  to  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  his  younger  brother,  Mr 
Peter  Anderson,  was  afterwards  associated  with  George 
as  a  legal  practitioner,  and  as  joint  author  of  the  Guide 
to  the  Highlands,  a  work  to  which  frequent  reference  has 
already  been  made.  Their  father,  Mr  Peter  Anderson, 
an  active  and  prosperous  Inverness  solicitor,  and  a  leader 
in  public  improvements,  died  in  1823.  At  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Northern  Institution  one  of  the  vice-presidents, 
Sir  George  Mackenzie  of  Coul,  presided,  and  offered  a 
gold  medal  for  the  best  essay  on  the  State  of  Society  in 
the  Highlands  in  1745,  and  on  the  progress  which  had 
been  made  during  the  subsequent  period.  The  prize  was 
awarded  to  Mr  John  Anderson,  and  presented  to  him 
at  a  meeting  held  in  October  1826.  His  essay,  along  with 
an  address  delivered  on  the  occasion  by  Sir  George  Mac- 
kenzie, was  published  in  1827  by  Mr  William  Tait, 
Edinburgh.  There  is  much  that  is  interesting  both  in 
the  address  and  the  essay.  Both  speak  of  the  changes 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  management  of  Highland 
estates.  Sir  George  suggests  that  serious  consequences 
would  have  followed  if  the  people  had  been  left  undis- 
turbed. "  To  those,"  he  says,  "  possessed  of  the  talent 
of  observation,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  habits  of 
the  Highlanders,  it  is  obvious  that  misery  and  wretched- 
ness would  have  resulted  to  the  population  and  beggary 
to  the  proprietors,  while  the  country  would  have  continued 
a  wilderness."  Mr  John  Anderson  takes  a  more  sympa- 
thetic view.  He  acknowledges  the  importance  of  the 
introduction  of  sheep,  but  thinks  that  the  work  was  carried 
out  with  inconsiderate  rapidity  and  impatience.  "  It  was 
certainly,"  he  says,  "  the  imperative  duty  of  the  chief,  in 
sheathing  his  sword,  to  have  provided  for  the  martial 
soldiers  who  had  done  his  behests  in  the  stirring  times  of 
clan  warfare;  and  to  have  afforded  them  an  asylum, 
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either  on  the  searcoast,  to  which  his  new  policy  did  not 
reach,  or  in  other  valleys  as  yet  undevoted  to  the  universal 
doom."  Mr  Anderson  gives  instances  of  the  advance  in 
the  value  of  landed  property,  rentals  or  purchase  prices 
having  increased  from  six  to  eight  times  within  a  period 
of  forty  years.  These  figures  show  the  temptations  to 
which  proprietors  were  subjected. 

The  Northern  Institution  began  with  great  prospects 
of  success.  In  its  first  year  the  society  numbered  100 
ordinary  members  and  49  corresponding  members.  The 
list  included  distinguished  names,  among  them  that  of 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  who  was  always  ready  to  assist  inquiry 
into  the  history  of  the  past.  The  institution  in  less  than 
two  years  received  156  donations  for  its  museum,  many 
of  them  comprising  collections  of  great  interest.  Financial 
support,  however,  proved  intermittent,  and  in  the  end 
insufficient,  and  in  1834  the  museum  was  handed  over 
to  the  directors  of  the  Academy,  who  agreed  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  society,  amounting  to  about  £80.  "  The  coins 
alone,"  we  are  told,  "  if  sold  as  bullion,  are  worth  this 
sum."  After  various  vicissitudes  the  relics  of  the  museum 
now  lie  in  the  upper  rooms  of  the  Free  Library  buildings, 
along  with  other  gifts,  mostly  provided  by  the  Inverness 
Field  Club,  which  started  in  1876  in  more  fortunate 
circumstances  than  its  predecessor,  and  still  enjoys  a 
healthy  and  vigorous  life.  The  name  of  the  Northern 
Institution  is  chiefly  known  to  the  public  from  the  passage 
in  Hugh  Miller's  "  Schools  and  Schoolmasters,"  telling  how 
he  called  on  Mr  George  Anderson  with  a  poetical  address 
to  the  members,  written  in  imitation  of  the  illuminated 
manuscripts  of  mediaeval  times.  At  a  meeting  held  years 
afterwards- — indeed,  the  year  after  the  museum  was  handed 
over  to  the  Academy — Mr  Anderson  had  the  pleasure  of 
showing  fossil  fishes  from  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  which 
Miller  had  sent  from  Cromarty.  The  Anderson  brothers 
wrote  on  many  subjects  (see  "  An  Inverness  Lawyer  and 
his  Sons,"  by  Isabel  Harriet  Anderson,  Aberdeen  1900). 
John  Anderson,  W.S.,  died  in  1839,  from  the  effects  of  an 
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accident,  in  the  West  Indian  Island  of  St  Vincent,  where 
he  had  been  appointed  Justice.  Mr  Peter  Anderson, 
the  youngest,  died  in  1868,  while  Mr  George  Anderson 
survived  until  1878. 

The  subjects  of  interest  in  the  period  are  so  numerous 
that  this  introduction  might  be  indefinitely  prolonged. 
For  details,  however,  readers  must  be  referred  to  the  body 
of  the  work.  The  late  Dr  Carruthers  became  editor  of 
the  "Courier"  in  1828,  and  for  fiftv  years  superintended 
the  journal  as  editor  and  proprietor.  His  early  relations 
with  Hugh  Miller  are  illustrated  under  their  proper  dates. 
Sales  of  property  and  the  sums  paid  for  them  indi- 
cate some  of  the  changes  that  were  in  progress.  The 
establishment  of  the  Caledonian  Bank  in  1838  contri- 
buted to  the  prosperity  of  the  district.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  royal  burgh  of  Inverness  in  1841  is 
given  as  9100,  and  of  the  landward  part  as  6318,  making 
a  total  of  15,418.  In  the  previous  returns  the  town  and 
parish  were  not  discriminated,  and  if  the  expression  "  royal 
burgh  "  is  to  be  taken  as  exact,  a  portion  of  the  town 
must  have  been  included  in  the  landward  part  in  1841. 
The  total  of  both  town  and  parish  in  1801  was  8732,  and 
at  the  last  census  (1901)  it  had  risen  to  27,046.  The  com- 
parison is  best  taken  as  embracing  both  town  and  parish, 
as  the  boundaries  otherwise  are  rather  uncertain.  The 
population  that  could  properly  be  called  urban  numbered 
23,066  in  1901. 
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Second  Series  of  Notes  on 
the  Nineteenth  Century  he- 
gins  with  the  year  1825.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the 
Northern  Institution,  a  so- 
ciety of  the  same  nature  as 
the  Inverness  Field  Club,  was  started  this 
year  through  the  energy  of  the  late  Mi- 
George  Andersen,  solicitor.  The  institu- 
tion existed  for  a  good  many  years,  and 
formed  a  Museum,  of  which  some  fragments  still 
remain  in  the  Free  Library  Buildings,  augmented 
by  subsequent  donations.  The  most  interesting 
articles  in  the  old  Museum,  however,  disap- 
peared before  it  was  resuscitated.  The 
Northern  Institution  did  good  work  in  its 
day.  Unfortunately  it  did  not  issue  Trans- 
actions, and  no  permanent  record  remains, 
except  a  prize  essay  written  by  Mr  John 
Anderson  on  the  State  of  Society  in  the 
Highlands  in  the  period  succeeding  1745. 

In  the  summer  of  1825  Marshal  Macdonald, 
Duke  of  Tarentum,  visited  the  battle-field  of 
Culloden  and  the  home  of  his  parental  ances- 
tors in  the  Hebrides.  He  was  the  son  of  Niel 
Macdonald  or  Mackichan,  a  preceptor  in  the 
Clanranald  family,  who  accompanied  Prince 
Charles  and  Flora  Macdonald  in  their  hazard- 
ous journey  through  Skye.  He  had  been 
educated  at  the  Scots  College  in  Paris,  and 
it  is  recorded,  "proved  a  great  comfort  to  the 
Prince  in  his  wanderings,  by  talking  to  him 
in  the  French  language  about  matters  of  im- 
portance in  their  difficulties."  Mackichan 
himself  escaped  to  France,  where  he  was  ap- 
pointed an  officer  in  Lord  Ogilvie's  regiment 
of  the  Scots  Brigade  in  the  French  service. 
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His  son,  the  famous  Marshal,  was  born  in 
1765,  and  entered  the  army  at  an  early  age. 
Though  one  of  Napoleon's  Marshals  and  faith- 
ful in  his  service,  Macdonald  was  a  man  of 
the  old  school,  and  refused  to  rejoin  the 
Emperor  when  he  returned  from  Elba.  He 
was  honoured  by  the  restored  sovereigns,  and 
was  made  Chancellor  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 
He  died  in  1840.  Contemporary  notes  of  his 
visit  to  the  Highlands  are  given  below.  Born 
at  Sedan  in  November  1765,  he  was  at  the 
time  of  his  visit  in  his  sixtieth  year. 

The  state  of  Scottish  prisons  was  at  this 
time  deplorable.  The  details  which  are  given 
in  an  official  report  under  date  November 
16th,  seem  almost  incredible  at  the  present 
day. 

From  (he  "Inverness  Courier." 
1825. 

January  6. — The  Rev.  James  Morrison  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  and  successor  to  the  Kcv. 
Roderick  Morison  in  the  parish  of  Kiritail  and 
Presbytery  of  Lochcarron. 

Ibid. — An  abstract  is  given  of  the  Act  for  the 
final  repeal  of  the  Salt  Tax,  passed  in  the  pre- 
vious June,  and  brought  into  operation  on  5th 
January.  It  is  stated  that  exactly  two  years 
before  the  duty  on  English  salt  was  reduced 
from  30s  to  4s  per  cwt.,  while  the  duty  in 
Scotland  was  generally  relinquished  altogether. 
"Salt  is  now  selling  in  town  at  fivepenee  per 
peck.  In  a  few  days  it  ought  to  be  still  less." 

January  20. — While  some  workmen  were  digging 
a  new  road  on  the  estate  of  Drumduan,  near 
Forres,  they  found  a  skeleton  on  the  Gallow 
Hill,  about  200  yards  east  of  Nelson's  Monu- 
ment. "The  circumstances  connected  with  this 
discovery  are  curious  and  indisputably  true. 
About  eighty  years  ago  a  soldier  was  sentenced 
to  be  shot  for  desertion,  and  to  heighten  the 
impression  he  was  led  out  from  the  jail  of  Forres 
to  the  Gallow  Hill,  dressed  in  his  grave  clothes, 
on  a  St  Lawrence  Market  day.  The  runner, 
who  had  stopped  at  Burn-end  (formerly  a  public- 
house  about  two  miles  east  from  Forrea),  ar- 
rived about  an  hour  after  the  sentence  had  been 
executed  with,  among  other  official  despatches, 
a  reprieve  for  the  poor  fellow.  The  spot  where 
the  skeleton  was  found  was  generally  known 
by  the  name  of  the  'Sodger's  grave' ;  and  there 
are  two  or  three  of  the  inhabitants  who  remem- 
ber the  day  on  which  he  was  shot.  It  is  not 
long  since  the  man  who  made  the  coffin  died." 
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Several  other  skeletons  were  found  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood. 

January  27. — "On  a  late  visit  at  Dunvegan 
Castle,  the  seat  of  Macleod  of  Macleod,  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham  being  informed  that  a 
daughter  of  Flora  Macdonald  was  present,  de- 
sired to  be  introduced  to  her;  h«  walked  across 
the  room,  and  kissed,  in  a  very  respectful  man- 
ner, this  venerable  old  lady,  now  nearly  70 
years  of  age.  During  an  entertainment  in  the 
Castle,  his  Grace  treated  her  with"  marked 
attention — invited  her  to  a  fete  on  board  his 
yacht  and  attended  her  on  shore.  At  paiting, 
he  took  from  his  pocket  a  beautiful  snuff-box, 
and  throwing  out  the  contents,  placed  within  it 
a  white  rose  (the  well-known  emblem  of 
Prince  Charles),  and  presented  the  box  to  the 
daughter  of  Flora." 

February  3. — It  is  snnounred  that  the  shares  of 
the  Inverness  Water  and  Gas  Company,  amount- 
ing to  £10,000,  had  all  been  taken  up  and  the 
lists  closed.  Tlie  whole  sum,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  £500,  was  subscribed  by  persons 
immediately  connected  with  the  town  and 
neighbourhood. 

February  17. — At  a  Court  at  Tain  no  fewer  than 
130  persons  were  prosecuted  for  offences  agninst 
the  Excise  laws.  Heavy  fines  were  imposed,  in 
one  case  as  much  as  £100  for  illicit  distilla- 
tion. The  Justices  expressed  their  determina- 
tion to  put  down  smuggling.  Heavy  fines  were 
also  imposed  at  a  Court  in  Dnrnoch.  It  was 
stated  that  in  the  County  of  Cromnrty  smug- 
gling had  been  almost  entirely  abolished. 

March  10.— A  meeting  of  gentlemen  desirous  to 
form  an  institution  for  the  promotion  of  science 
and  literature,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a 
museum,  was  held  on  the  4th  inst.,  Provost 
Robertson  in  the  chair.  About  twenty  gentle- 
men attended.  Mr  George  Anderson  explained 
the  views  of  the  projectors,  and  the  meeting 
formed  itself  into  an  Association,  to  be  called 
"  The  Northern  Institution  for  the  Promotion 
of  Science  and  Literature."  Mr  George  Ander- 
son was  appointed  interim  secretary,  and  he 
received  a  vote  of  thanks  for  bringing  forward 
the  scheme. 

March  17. — "Within  the  last  twelvemonth  a  num- 
ber of  valuable  estates  in  the  County  of  Ross 
have  changed  proprietors.  The  wide  districts 
of  Strathconon,  Ardross,  Muirtown,  and  Miln- 
craig  now  yield  their  annual  returns  to  some 
gentlemen  of  the  Law  in  Edinburgh — the 
owners.  Last  week  the  estate  of  Redcastle  and 
the  Ferry  of  Kessock,  in  the,  same  county,  was 
purchased  by  Sir  William  Fettes  for  the  large 
sum  of  £135,000.  In  1785  the  property  was 


4  Inverness  Courier  Index.  [1825 

bought  for  £26,000.  The  whole  of  the  Island  of 
Lewis  (with  the  exception  of  Stornoway)  was 
also  last  week  brought  to  judicial  sale  before 
Lord  Medwyn,  and  after  being  set  up  at 
£136,000,  was  purchased  by  Mr  Mackenzie  of 
Seaforth  for  £160,000.  The  Joint  Stock  Pro- 
perty Company  of  Edinburgh  were  said  to  be 
the  opposing  bidders.  This  state  of  affairs  is 
not  unlikely  to  create  a  change  in  the  political 
state  of  the  County  of  Ross." 

Ibid. — A  meeting  of  the  Celtic  Society  was  held 
in  Edinburgh,  Mr  Macdonald  of  St'affa  presid- 
ing. One  of  the  objects  of  tl,e  Society  was  to 
distribute  a  hundred  guineas  in  prizes  to  the 
leading  scholars  at  25  of  the  most  extensive 
Highland  schools.  Among  the  qualifications 
entitling  candidates  to  compete,  it  was  re- 
solved that  "after  the  present  year"  they 
should  "  habitually  wear  the  Highland  dress." 
A  general  rule  was  laid  down  that  wherever  two 
candidates  seemed  to  be  possessed  of  equal 
merit,  as  to  the  special  subject  of  competition, 
the  prize  should  be  given  to  the  better  pro- 
ficient in  the  Gaelic  language. 

Ibid. — Died,  at  the  Manse  of  Kingussie,  on  the 
4th  inst.,  after  a  severe  and  lingering  illness, 
which  he  bore  with  tV  greatest  patience  and 
resignation,  the  Rev.  John  Robertson,  minister 
of  that  parish,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age  and 
the  38th  of  his  ministry.  '"In  Mr  Robertson 
the  Church  of  Scotland  has  been  deprived  of 
a  distinguished  ornament,  and  his  family  and 
parish  have  sustained  an  incalculable  loss. 
There  was  in  his  character  a  happy  union  of 
great  intellect,  fervent  and  rational  nietv.  and 
•/.fa\  tempered  by  judgment  and  controlled  by 
discriminating  prudence.  As  a  preacher  his 
talents  were  of  no  common  order." 

Ibid. — Died,  at  Langwell,  in  the  parish  of  Loch- 
broom,  on  the  13th  ult.,  Thomas  Mackenzie, 
Esq.,  aged  82.  "He  was  tf:e  last  in  that  part 
of  the  country  of  the  well-educated,  well-bred, 
and  intelligent  class  of  farmers  called  'the  old 
school.'  He  was  the  sixth  in  succession  of  the 
same  family  on  the  same  farm.  His  body  was 
conveyed  over  a  distance  of  elevenjniles  to  the 
place  of  interment,  on  the  shoulders  of  above 
five  hundred  Highlanders,  who  spontaneously 
assembled  to  render  to  his  memory  that  last 
melancholy  tribute ;  and  h©  was  laid  in  the 
grave  amidst  a  multitude  of  weeping  relatives 
and  friends,  by  six  sons,  all  grown  up  and  able 
men." 

March  24.— The  first  general  meeting  of  the 
Northern  Institution  was  held  on  the  23rd  inst., 
Sir  George  Mackenzie,  Bart,  of  Coul,  in  the 
chair.  Mr  George  Anderson  presented  to  the 
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meeting  a  great  variety  of  donations  forwarded 
by  several  contributors.  These  included  a  com- 
plete series  of  the  coal  deposits  of  Brora.  Mr 
Naughton  presented  thirty-two  varieties  of 
Ancient  Scottish  and  English  coins,  and  a  two- 
edged  Andrea  Ferrara,  found  some  years  ago 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town.  Specimens 
of  vitrified  matter  gathered  from  the  vitrified 
forts  in  the  counties  of  Inverness  and  Ross  were 
given  by  Mr  Anderson.  The  office-bearers  were 
elected  as  follows: — President,  the  Duke  of 
Gordon ;  non-resident  vice-presidents  —  Sir 
George  Mackenzie  of  Coul,  Kir  Thomas  Dick 
Lauder,  Professor  William  Fraser-Tytler ;  resi- 
dent vice-presidents — Provost  Robertson,  Cap- 
tain Fraser  of  Balnain,  and  Mr  Grant  of 
Bught;  treasurer,  Mr  Reach,  solicitor;  general 
secretary,  Mr  George  Anderson ;  Latin  secre- 
tary, Mr  Scott,  Royal  Academy ;  Gaelic  secre- 
tary, Rev.  Duncan  Mackenzie ;  inspector  of 
ancient  manuscripts,  Mr  Ales..  Mackenzie  of 
Woodside ;  curator  of  the  Museum,  Mr  Naugh- 
ton, jeweller ;  members  of  Council — Dr  Nicol, 
Mr  Suter,  junior ;  Rev.  Mr  Clark,  Rev.  Mr 
Fyvie,  Rev.  Mr  Fraser,  of  Kirkhill ;  and  Mr 
Miicbean,  solicitor.  There  were  also  corre- 
sponding members,  and  a  number  of  distin- 
guished non-resident  honorary  members.  Sir 
George  Mackenzie  offered  a  gold  medal  for  t!~e 
"best  account  of  the  State  of  Society  and  of 
Knowledge  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Northern  Counties,  at  the  period 
of  the  Rebellion  of  1745,  and  of  their  progress  up 
to  the  establishment  of  this  Institution."  The 
meeting  resolved  to  circulate  queries  through- 
out the  Northern  Counties  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  accurate  and  detailed  information  re- 
garding the  remains  of  Celtic  and  Danish  an- 
tiquities, and  any  ancient  MSS.,  traditions,  &c. , 
deserving  preservation ;  also  to  frame  an  ad- 
dress to  be  circulated  at  home  and  abroad  for 
the  purpose  of  soliciting  contributions  for  the 
Museum. 

IbW. — The  Moraysliire  Farmer  Society  announces 
that  the  Highland  Society  has  offered  a  prize  of 
ten  sovereigns  for  the  best  field  of  turnips  in 
the  County  of  Moray,  not  under  ten  Scots  acres 
in  extent,  to  be  eaten  off  the  land  by  sheep  in 
winter  and  spring.  This  offer  was  made  "with 
the  view  of  introducing  that  great  and  long- 
wished  desideratum  in  Morayshire  farming — 
eating  turnip  off  the  land  by  sheep — and  to  eicita 
the  attention  of  the  storemasters  (?flockmasters) 
in  Inverness,  Ross,  and  Sutherlandshires,  to  a 
warm  and  dry  situation,  where  they  could  de- 
pend on  finding  abundance  of  winter  food  to 
fatten  their  stock  for  the  early  markets,  or  to 
increase  the  fleece  and  carcase." 


6  Inverness  Courier  Index.  [1825 

March  31. — "In  framing  the  conditions  of  the 
leases  on  an  extensive  estate  in  this  county, 
among  many  beneficial  regulations  to  be  ob- 
served by  the  tenant,  the  proprietor  has  intro- 
duced one  clause  to  the  following  effect :  — 
'That  any  tenant  convicted  of  illegal  distilla- 
tion or  of  any  offence  therewith  connected, 
either  by  himself  or  by  any  person  or  persons  on 
his  farm,  shall  thereby  forfeit  his  lease,  and 
subject  himself  to  immediate  removal  from  his 
farm."  Another  clause  set  forth  that  'each 
tenant  possessing  a  house  and  offices  of  the 
value  of  £100  and  upwards,  shall  be  bound  to 
have  the  same  regularly  insured  against  fire, 
in  some  established  insurance  office,  at  his  own 
expense.' " 

April  14.— On  the  9th  inst.,  while  workmen  were 
engaged  trenching  ground  about  lialf-a-mile  dis- 
tant from  the  Druid  Temple  at  Leys,  they 
came  upon  a  stone  coffin  about  three  feet  long, 
two  feet  broad,  and  two  feet  deep.  The  interior 
of  the  coffin  was  filled  with  a  mixture  ap- 
parently composed  of  sand  and  burnt  bones  or 
ashes,  rolled  quite  smooth  on  the  top ;  and 
imbedded  in  it  were  two  small  urns. 

April  21. — The  Public  Records  of  Scotland  were 
lately  printed  by  his  Majesty's  command  under 
the  direction  of  the  Deputy-Clerk  Register.  A 
copy,  consisting  of  fourteen  large  folio  vol- 
umes, was  presented  to  the  Northern  Institu- 
tion. 

Ibid. — The  same  number  contains  an  extract  from 
the  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Commission- 
ers, containing  a.  high  tribute  to  the  services 
of  the  late  Mr  Mitchell,  their  principal  Road 
Inspector,  who  had  died  the  previous  year,  at 
the  age  of  forty-five.  The  minute  states  that 
for  eighteen  years  Mr  Mitc'hell  had  superin- 
tended the  formation  of  all  the  Parliamentary 
Roads  and  Bridges ;  which  with  military  roads 
had  latterly  been  upheld  under  his  most  vigilant 
inspection  to  the  extent  of  1183  miles.  "Mr 
Mitchell's  personal  exertions  in  an  office  of  the 
most  laborious  description  always  surpassed 
what  was  expected  of  him,  and  the  desire  of 
the  Commissioners  to  limit  the  extent  of  his 
journeys  may  be  traced  in  their  restriction  of 
his  travelling  allowances  to  7000  miles  per 
annum ;  but  his  zeal  outran  all  personal  con- 
siderations, and  the  whole  of  his  journeys,  as 
ascertained  by  the  daily  account  of  his  occupa- 
tions, were  not  charged  against  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  in  fact,  he  travelled  little  less  than 
10,000  miles  annually,  without  regard  to  the 
weather,  the  most  violent  storms  usually  call- 
ing him  out  to  administer  prompt  remedy  to 
the  casualties  then  most  likely  to  occur."  The 
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Minute  continues — "When  intelligence  of  Mr 
Mitchell's  dangerous  illness  reached  London, 
great  uneasiness  was  felt  at  the  difficulty  of 
supplying  a  temporary  substitute,  tlie  roads 
being  likely  to  suffer  from  any  relaxation  of 
attention  to  them.  In  this  difficulty  Mr  Tel- 
ford,  not  without  inconvenience  to  himself,  was 
prevailed  on  to  despatch  to  Inverness  one  of  his 
assistants,  Mr  Joseph  Mitchell,  who  was 
familiar  with  the  progress  of  Highland  road- 
making  from  his  earliest  youth,  and  had  also 
been  trained  to  masonry  before  he  had  an  op- 
portunity to  acquire  skill  in  surveying  and  other 
accomplishments  under  Mr  Telford.  Mr  Joseph 
Mitchell  now  continues  to  fill  his  late  father's 
office  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  employers, 
and  of  all  those  with  whom  he  has  occasion  to 
transact  business." 

Ibid. — A  Select  Committee  on  the  Salmon  Fisher- 
ies of  Scotland  prepared  a  Report  recommend- 
ing the  extension  of  close  time  and  other  im- 
portant changes.  The  Committee  recorded 
their  opinion  that  the  Salmon  Fisheries  of  the 
United  Kingdom  had  for  many  years  rapidly 
decreased,  and  there  was  reason  to  apprehend 
that  this  decrease  would  proceed  still  more 
rapidly  unless  effectual  measures  were  taken  for 
their  preservation. 

April  28. — "The  Rev.  Mackintosh  Mackay,  who 
has  for  some  time  past  been  engaged  upon  the 
publication  of  the  Gaelic  Dictionary,  has  been 
presented  to  the  parish  of  Laggan^  which  be- 
comes vacant  througli  the  translation  of  Rev. 
Mr  Shepherd." 

May  4. — Report  of  meeting  of  Northern  Institu- 
tion. Among  articles  presented  were  a  collec- 
tion of  Prince  Charles  Edward's  Proclamations 
and  Papers ;  beautiful  etchings  of  the  inscrip- 
tions on  stones  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  by  Mr 
D.  C.  Petty,  Kent;  and  by  Dr  Nicol  a  leaden 
heart  formed  in  the  manner  described  in  the 
Pirate  for  a  charm.  "In  this  specimen  the  re- 
semblance to  a  human  heart  and  the  great 
blood  vessels  proceeding  from  it  are  very  strik- 
ing." 

May  12. — An  important  alteration  is  announced 
in  the  running  of  the  mail  coach  between  Edin- 
burgh and  London.  "The  whole  distance  will 
be  performed  within  forty-six  hours,  including 
stoppages."  This  was  connected  with  an  ac- 
celeration of  the  mails  to  and  from  the  North. 

May  19.— "The  Catholic  Relief  Bill  passed  the 
House  of  Commons  Tuesday  week  by  a  ma- 
jority of  21,  and  was  borne  in  triumph  to  the 
Lords  by  Sir  John  Newport  and  a  throng  of 
members  on  Wednesday  night.  It  was  then 
read  in  the  House  for  a  first  time.  The  second 
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reading,  when  a  great  stand  will  be  made  upon 
it,  is  appointed  for  Tuesday."  The  bill  was 
then  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  48. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Inverness  Auxiliary  of 
the  Bible  Society,  it  was  stated  that  out  of 
31,396  families  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands, 
whose  circumstances  had  been  examined,  there 
were  11,944  families  still  without  copies  of  the 
Bible.  The  sums  remitted  by  the  Auxiliary  to 
the  parent  Society  had  been,  up  to  date,  £1630. 

June  9. — The  Inverness  Society  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  begging  had  a  struggle  for  existence, 
subscriptions  being  apt  to  fall  behind. 
At  this  time  an  effort  was  made  to  increase  the 
contributions,  as  the  Society  was  considered 
highly  beneficial.  The  number  of  poor  on  the 
Society's  list  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  (1816) 
was  168.  The  number  at  present  was  123.  The 
funds  had  decreased  from  nearly  £500  to  £200 
per  annum. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Northern  Missionary 
Society,  held  at  Inverness,  the  collection  "at 
the  gate"  amounted  to  £50,  and  subscriptions 
and  donations,  £32  13s  lid ;  total,  £82  13s  l,Jd. 

June  16. — On  the  9th  inst.  the  foundation-stone  of 
a  new  jail  and  court-house  at  Tain  was  laid 
with  Masonic  honours  by  Mr  Donald  Macleod  of 
Geanies,  Sheriff  of  the  County,  and  Right  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  St  Duthus  Lodge.  Provost 
Murray  and  the  Town  Council  assisted  at  the 
ceremony,  and  the  Rev.  Dr  Mackintosh  offered 
prayer. 

June  16  and  22. — At  the  Wool  Market  reported  in 
these  issues  the  attendance  was  large  and  prices 
high,  but  business,  especially  in  wool,  was  stiff. 
"The  buyers  and  sellers  of  wool  continued  to 
its  close  so  far  asunder  in  their  ideas  of  prices, 
that  although  there  was  a  great  extent  of  con- 
ditional business  transacted,  yet  very  few  sales 
were  finally  settled.  It  is  therefore  not  very 
easy  to  give  precise  information.  Some  In- 
verness-shire Cheviot  of  superior  quality  is  said 
to  have  been  sold  at  18s,  while  a  lot  of  Suther- 
land Cheviot  fetched  22s.  The  average  prices 
of  Cheviot  may  be  stated  from  19s  6d  to  22s, 
and  of  blackfaced  at  20s  and  21s  ;  but  in  almost 
every  case  there  was  a  reference  of  Is  or  more 
in  favour  of  the  sellers.  The  following  are  the 
other  market  prices  : — Cheviot  wedders,  29s  to 
32s  ;  ewes,  15s  to  19s  ;  lambs,  9s  to  10s  ;  black- 
faced  wedders,  22s  to  26s ;  ewes,  lls  to  13s ; 
lambs,  from  6s  to  9s."  [In  consequence  of  the 
change  in  the  mail  service,  the  date  of  publish- 
ing the  "Courier"  was  changed  from  Thursday 
to  Wednesday.] 

June  29. — Field-Marshal  Macdonald,  Duke  of 
Tarentum,  arrived  at  Inverness  on  Sunday,  the 
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26lh,  and  put  up  at  the  Caledonian  Hotel.  He 
was  accompanied  by  an  aide-de-camp,  and  by 
Mr  MacdonaJd  of  Staflfa.  Previous  to  his  ar- 
rival, he  visited  the  Battlefield  of  Culloden. 
There  "he  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  im- 
becility which  dictated  the  choice  of  that  spot 
for  the  position  of  the  Pretender's  army.  No 
spot  could  be  worse  chosen  for  the  position  of 
an  irregular  body  of  men  acting  on  the  defensive 
against  regular  troops ;  and  the  wonder  was 
increased,  the  General  observed,  when  the 
neighbouring  high  grounds  behind  the  water  of 
Nairn  afforded  as  fine  a  position  as  could  be 
wished  to  obtain  the  objects  and  suit  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Jacobite  forces."  Marshal 
Macdouald  is  described  as  thin  in  person  and 
rather  above  the  middle  size;  his  hair  quite 
grey,  his  eyes  dark,  his  countenance  rather  round 
and  sedate,  and  not  indicative  of  the  mental 
qualities  he  was  reported  to  possess.  He  was 
plainly  dressed  in  black,  and  like  Napoleon  took 
snuff  in  large  quantities.  He  spoke  little  Eng- 
lish, and  that  little  imperfectly.  "The  fatigues 
of  a  soldier's  life  and  the  anxieties  of  political 
struggles  appear  to  have  brought  on  premature 
age,  for  he  walked  rather  feebly,  and  with  a 
manner  that  indicated  an  infirm  state  of  health." 
Marshal  Macdonald  left  on  the  Monday  by  the 
steamer  Comet,  for  the  West  Coast,  intending 
to  visit  South  Uist,  the  birthplace  of  his  father. 

Julv  6  and  13. — Marshal  Macdonald  travelled  by 
the  Comet  to  Fort-William,  going  thence  to 
Arisaig,  where  a  sloop  of  war  was  in  waiting 
to  carry  him  to  Skye  and  the  Uists.  The  Mar- 
shal breakfasted  and  dined  with  the  passengers 
on  board  the  steamboat.  Loyal  toasts  were  ex- 
changed, and  the  health  of  the  distinguished 
visitor  pledged.  In  Skye  Marshal  Macdonald  was 
entertained  at  Armadale  Castle,  where  two  hun- 
dred of  the  tenantry  gave  him  a  welcome.  Lord 
Macdonald  was  not  at  home,  but  his  represen- 
tative in  the  island  did  the  honours.  Marshal 
Macdonald  passed  the  night  in  the  Castle. 

July  27. — Mr  Davidson,  yr.  of  Tulloch,  who  is 
described  as  a  "most  patriotic  and  beloved  High- 
lander," brought  home  his  young  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  Lord  Macdonald  of  the  Isles,  to  Tulloch 
Castle  on  the  25th  inst.  They  were  met  by 
the  tenantry,  in  Highland  dress,  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Conon,  who  unyoked  the  horses  and 
drew  the  carriage  to  the  Castle.  A  dinner  was 
given  at  Dingwall,  and  the  countryside  blazed 
with  bonfires. 

August  3. — This  number  contains  a  full  account 
of  the  tour  of  Marshal  Macdonald  through  the 
Western  Islands.  In  South  Uist,  his  father's 
native  island,  he  was  welcomed  by  an  assem- 
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blage  of  six  hundred  persons  at  Houghbeg. 
There  he  met  with  some  of  his  own  relatives, 
and  distributed  two  hundred  sovereigns  in  dona- 
tions. He  dined  at  Nunton,  and  slept  in  the 
room  which  had  been  occupied  by  Flora  Mac- 
donald. 
Ibid. — There  is  a  review  of  Mr  John  Anderson's 

History  of  the  Frasers,  just  published. 
August    10. — The   Commissioners    appointed   to 
establish  new  churches  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  give  in  their  first  report. 
September  14. — A  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Revenue    states    that    illicit    distillation    has 
greatly  diminished,  but  express  disappointment 
at  the  extent  to  which  it  is  still  carried  on. 
This  they  attribute  to  the   mistaken  opinion 
still  entertained  by  Magistrates  in  certain  dis- 
tricts that  they  are  at  liberty  to  mitigate  penal- 
ties according  to  their  own  discretion. 
September  28.— The  Northern  Meeting  was  held 
the  previous  week.     The  horse  racing  excited 
lively   interest.        Two   gold  cups   were  given, 
each  value  a  hundred   guineas,   besides  minor 
prizes.     The  Ross-shire  gentry,  headed  by  Mr 
Davidson,  yr.  of  Tulloch,  seem  to  have  taken 
the  most  active  part  in  the  races. 
October  5.' — Alexander  Mackenzie  elected  Provost 
of  Fort-rose;   Major  Charles  Lennox  Gumming 
liruce  of  Roseisle  and  Kinnaird,  elected  Provost 
of  Nairn ;  and  James  Augustus  Grant  of  View- 
field  elected  Provost  of  Forres. 
Ibid. — The  Provost  and  Town  Council  of  Forres 
conferred  the  freedom  of  the  burgh  on  Sir  James 
Macgrigor,  M.D.,  Director-General  of  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  the  Army.     On  the  same  oc- 
casion Sir  James  was  entertained  to  dinner  by 
the  local  authorities.     He  was   married  to   a 
Forres  lady,  daughter  of  the  late  Provost  Grant, 
and  sister  of  distinguished  officers.     The  death 
of  Lady  Macgrigor's  mother  is  noticed  below. 
October  12. — A  meeting  of  Magistrates  and  in- 
habitants was  held:  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
a  Police  and  Improvement  Bill  for  the  Burgh 
of  Inverness. 

October  19.— The  Synod  of  Sutherland  and  Caith- 
ness having  resolved  to  aid  the  Society  for  Edu- 
cating the  Poor  in  the  Highlands,  the  Society 
appointed  the  Rev.  Mr  Fraser,  of  Kirkhill,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr  Sage,  of  Resolis,  as  a  deputation  to 
preach  and  receive  contributions.  The  amount 
collected  in  the  Synod  was  £124  16s  lid. 
id. — "Died,  at  Forres,  on  the  llth  inst.,  aged 
82,  Mrs  Jean  Grant,  relict  of  the  late  Duncan 
Grant,  Esq.,  Provost  of  Forres.  This  much- 
respected  lady  having  been  deprived  of  her  valu- 
able husband  while  their  numerous  family  were 
young,  had;  great  merit  and  satisfaction  in  their 
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progress  in  life.  It  is  remarkable  that  at  one 
period  of  the  late  war  she  had  not,  out  of  six 
sons  in  the  service  of  their  country,  one  in 
Europe ;  but  three  of  them  having  accidentally 
returned  to  the  parental  roof  just  previous  to 
her  decease,  they  had  the  melancholy  satisfac- 
tion of  solacing  her  latter  moments  and  of  at- 
tending her  remains  to  the  grave." 

October  26. — Very  painful  feelings  were  excited 
by  the  loss  of  the  steamer  Comet,  plying  be- 
tween Inverness  and  Glasgow.  On  the  morning 
of  Friday,  the  21st  inst. ,  she  was  run  down 
between  Gourock  and  the  Clough  Lighthouses 
by  the  steamer  Ayr,  outward  bound.  In  round- 
ing the  point  the  vessels  came  in  contact  with 
such  force  and  violence  that  the  Comet  went 
down  almost  instantaneously.  Only  ten  per- 
sons were  saved  out  of  80  who  were  believed 
to  be  on  board.  One  of  the  saddest  cases  was 
that  of  Captain  Wemyss  Sutherland  and  his 
young  wife,  who  were  married  at  Muirtown,  In- 
verness, in  the  beginning  of  September.  Mrs 
Sutherland  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  Duff 
of  Muirtown. 

Ibid. — "A  bet  between  Mr  Fraser  of  Culduthel 
and  Mr  Shepherd,  of  Inverness,  was  this  day 
decided  in  favour  of  the  latter  gentleman.  Cul- 
duthel wagered  that  Mr  S.'s  bay  mare  would 
not  trot  a  distance  of  eight  miles  in  half-an- 
hour,  ajid  this  distance  was  trotted  in  twenty 
six  minutes  and:  a-half  with  great  ease  by  M'r 
Shepherd  on  the  Aird  Road,  from  near  Bogroy 
to  the  Canal  Bridge  of  Muirtown." 

Ibid. — At  the  Michaelmas  Head  Court  for  Ross- 
shire,  Sir  Win.  Fettes  proposed  the  establish- 
ment of  a  steamboat  at  Kessock,  which  was 
agreed  to.  At  the  same  Court  strong  complaint 
was  made  that  many  clergymen  insisted  on  dis- 
pensing the  Communion  at  times  "when  the 
labours  of  seed-time  and  harvest  were  being  car- 
ried on,"  thus  in  some  instances  causing  serious 
loss.  Special  mention  is  made  of  a  case  in 
which  the  minister,  in  the  end  of  the  August 
preceding,  insisted  on  having  the  Communion 
in  spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  his  heritors. 
The  meeting  adopted  a  series  of  resolutions  on 
the  subject,  concluding  as  follows: — "That  this 
meeting  feel  that  great  inconvenience  to  the 
community  and  injury  to  our  holy  religion  and 
to  morality  is  occasioned  by  the  immense  as- 
semblages 'usually  convened  on  these  occasions, 
in  consequence  of  that  solemn  rite  being  too  un- 
frequently  dispensed  in  the  several  parishes ; 
therefore,  that  the  very  reverend  the  Synod  of 
Ross  be  further  requested  to  enjoin  their  mem- 
bers to  dispense,  in  their  respective  parishes, 
this  sacred  ordinance  at  least  annually — speci- 
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ally  avoiding  the  periods  of  seed-time  and  har- 
vest, agreeably  to  the  spirit  and  in  conformity 
with  the  injunctions  of  the  Directory  for  the 
public  worship  of  God  in  our  Church,  which 
particularly  require  'that  the  Communion  be 
frequently  administered,  and  at  such  periods 
as  may  be  most  convenient  for  the  comfort  and 
edification  of  the  people.'  " 

November  16. — The  condition  of  the  Scottish  gaols 
was  at  this  time  the  subject  of  official  inquiry. 
A  Committee  of  the  County  of  Inverness,  of 
which  Mr  Grant  of  Rothiemurchus  was  con- 
vener, considered  the  subject  and  issued  a  re- 
port. It  appears  that  in  1818  no  fewer  than 
38  of  the  Royal  Burghs  of  Scotland  returned 
their  gaols  as  insufficient  in  point  of  security 
and  accommodation.  The  following  is  one  of 
the  paragraphs  in  the  Report  : — 'Tor  neither 
the  religious  nor  moral  instruction,  nor  medical 
care  of  the  prisoners,  is  there  any  provision 
whatsoever  in  any  of  the  ordinary  gaols  of 
Scotland.  There  is  no  chapel  nor  assembly  of 
the  prisoners,  on  any  occasion,  for  religious 
warship,  in  any  one  of  them ;  no  chaplain  nor 
regular  attendance  of  any  clergyman ;  no  sur- 
geon or  medical  visitor,  nor  any  provision  for  a 
gratuitous  supply  of  medicine  and  advice. 
Lastly,  so  far  from  any  attempt  being  made  to 
encourage  or  promote  habits  of  industry,  the 
construction  of  the  gaols  and  their  crowded 
state,  render  it  impossible  for  those  who  might 
be  the  most  industriously  inclined  to  betake 
themselves  to  any  useful  employment."  Another 
paragraph  says — "Anything  like  well-aired 
places  of  confinement,  either  for  debtors,  for 
persons  committed  for  trial,  or  for  convicts ; 
any  fire-places  in  the  cells  or  apartments  of 
criminals  ;  any  means  of  taking  air  or  exercise 
by  any  prisoner ;  any  attention  to  cleanliness — 
these  things  are  almost  entirely  unknown."  The 
burden  of  maintaining  prisoners  and  prisons  fell 
on  the  burghs,  and  most  of  the  burghs  were 
little  better  than  insolvent.  The  gross  income 
of  the  burgh  of  Inverness  is  stated  at  £1559 
12s  4d,  but  after  deducting  sums  applied  to 
particular  purposes,  only  £425  Is  6d  was  left 
at  the  command  of  the  "burgh  for  the  admini- 
stration of  the  law,  "so  that  the  most  rigid 
and  parsimonious  economy  will  hardly  keep  the 
town's  debt  from  increasing."  The  Report 
states  that  the  gaol  in  the  Burgh  of  Inverness 
was  not  sufficient  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  either  the  civil  or  criminal  prisoners 
confined  therein ;  but  so  far  as  the  accommoda- 
tion went  the  gaol  was  perfectly  adequate  for 
the  secure  custody  of  its  inmates.  The  question 
for  consideration  was  whether  the  cost  of  main- 
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taining  the  gaols  should  be  extended  to  the 
counties,  or  whether  it  should  be  borne  by 
the  national  exchequer. 

December  7. — "At  Nagpore,  on  the  29th  June 
last,  Alexander  Fraser  Maclaclilan,  assistant 
surgeon  on  the  Madras  Establishment,  eldest 
son  of  the  Rev.  Jajnes  Maclochlan,  Moy."  Mr 
Maclachlan  -was  M.D.  of  Edinburgh,  and  had 
H  distinguished  University  career. 

December  14. — A  meeting  of  Commissioners  of 
Supply  and  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  In- 
verness was  called  to  discuss  the  question  of 
the  Corn  Laws.  A  long  series  of  resolutions 
was  pioposed  in  favour  of  maintaining  these 
laws.  An  amendment  was  proposed  declaring 
that  it  was  premature  to  enter  on  such  a  dis- 
cussion, and  that  the  interests  of  the  County  of 
Inverness  were  more  pastoral  than  agricultural. 
The  most  animated  speech  against  the  resolu- 
tions was  made  by  Mr  Grant  of  Corrimony.  On 
a  division,  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  32 
votes  to  7.  The  "Courier,"  in  an  article  com- 
mending the  decision  of  the  meeting,  gays:  — 
"Probably  ten  times  as  much  com  is  brought 
into  this  county  as  can  be  sent  from  it ;  and  a 
large  part  of  the  population  are,  from  utter 
want  of  bread,  compelled  to  subsist  for  months 
every  year  on  potatoes,  shell  fish,  or  sea  weed  ; 
and  yet  this  is  the  county  in  which  it  is  at- 
tempted to  take  a  lead  in  getting  up  petitions 
crying  out  for  dear  corn." 

December  21.— "We  have  frequently  adverted  to 
the  salutary  effects  produced  by  the  Distillery 
Laws,  which  came  into  operation  about  this 
time  twelve  months.  From  North  to  South  we 
are  gratified  with  the  certain  and  pleasing  In- 
telligence that  the  pernicious  traffic  of  the 
smuggler,  with  all  its  baneful  effects,  is  going 
down  fast  before  the  operations  of  the  large  dis- 
tiller. Thus  has  a  judicious  and  well-directed 
legislative  measure,  affording  encouragement 
and  protection  to  the  lawful  trader,  effected  in 
one  short  year  more  than  a  host  of  Excisemen 
were  able  to  accomplish  in  the  Highlands  for 
the  last  half-century,  and  more  than  they  would 
do  for  fifty  years  to  come.  The  revenue  at 
the  same  time  has  been  much  benefited.  We 
learn  from  unquestionable  authority  that  the 
duties  on  malt  and  spirits  alone,  in  the  Inver- 
ness District,  amounted  to  £1300  for  the  last 
six  weeks,  giving  an  increase  of  £870  on  the 
duties  of  the  corresponding  six  weeks  of  the 
former  year.  These  duties  were  paid  from  the 
Inverness,  Fortrose.  Millburn,  and  Brackla  Dis- 
tilleries ;  and  we  learn  further  that  from  an 
extension  of  the  works  just  mentioned,  and  the 
establishment  of  new  distilleries  at  Inverness 


14  Inverness  Courier  Index.  [1825 

and  at  Dores,  on  Loch-Ness,  it  is  probable  that 
the  duties  for  the  ensuing  six  weeks  will  nearly 
double  those  of  the  last.  This  is  exclusive  of 
licences  of  all  kinds.  In  Ross-shire,  Suther- 
land, and  Caithness  the  effects  of  the  new  Dis- 
tillery Laws  are  equally  satisfactory." 

December  28. — "The  University  of  Edinburgh  has 
conferred  the  degree  of  D.D.  on  the  Rev.  Alex- 
ander Rose,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Inverness. 
This  degree,  we  have  occasion  to  know,  was  be- 
stowed quite  spontaneously  on  the  part  of  the 
University ;  and  the  honour  is  the  more  marked 
inasmuch  as  it  is  the  first  of  this  kind  which 
has  been  conferred  by  that  distinguished  body 
for  a  considerable  period." 

Ibid.— There  is  a  notice  of  the  "Sutherland-shire 
Magazine,"  which  was  to  be  published  about  the 
middle  of  January. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  report  of  the  trial  of  the  master 
of  the  steamer  Comet  on  a  charge  of  culpable 
homicide.  The  indictment  stated  that  the  num- 
ber of  persons  drowned  was  "62  or  thereby." 
The  master  was  convicted  of  neglecting  to  dis- 
play lights,  and  was  sentenced  to  three  months' 
imprisonment. 
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No.  II. 

A  striking  feature  at  this  time  was  the 
want  of  education  in  the  Highlands,  and  the 
efforts  that  were  undertaken  to  provide 
means  for  improved  instruction.  The  Church 
of  Scotland,  as  usual,  took  an  active  part  in 
promoting  educational  facilities.  Principal 
Baird  preached  in  Inverness,  and  collections 
were  made  in  the  churches  amounting  to 
£60. 

In  the  summer  of  1826  a  new  Parliament 
was  elected.  There  was  distress  throughout 
the  country,  but  in  spite  of  that  party  spirit 
had  sunk  to  such  a  low  ebb  that  interest  in 
the  election  was  very  languid.  It  is  curious 
to  be  told  that  "even  in  some  instances  burghs 
are  almost  advertising  for  members  to  repre- 
sent them."  In  the  county  of  Inverness, 
however,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant  had 
to  face  a  contest,  the  opposing  candidate 
being  Lord  Macdonald.  Mr  Grant  seems 
to  have  been  regarded  as  a  Whig  of  rather 
advanced  opinions,  and  possibly  there  was 
also  a  feeling  in  some  quarters  that  father  and 
son  had  held  the  representation  for  a  suffici- 
ently long  period.  Readers  will  be  inter- 
ested in  seeing  an  account  of  a  contested 
election,  held  at  a  time  when  the  electorate 
was  so  small.  Mr  Grant  was  returned  by  a 
large  majcrity,  as  majorities  then  went.  At 
the  same  time  his  brother,  Robert  Grant,  was 
elected  member  for  the  burghs  without  a  con- 
test. 

Locally  the  year  was  notable  on  account 
of  other  incidents.  The  first  daily  coach  was 
run  between  Inverness  and  Perth ;  there  was 
the  introduction  of  gas  light,  which  had  been 
"partially  tried"  before  the  year  closed ;  and 
there  was  the  memorable  storm  at  the  time 
of  the  Martinmas  market,  in  which  many 
lives  were  lost  throughout  the  Highlands. 

1826. 

January  4.— A  paper  circulated  by  the  General 
Assembly  states  that  the  Synods  of  Argyll, 
Glenelg,  Ross,  Sutherland,  and  Caithness, 
Orkney  and  Zetland,  containing  143  parishes 
and  a  population  of  877,730  persons,  are  in 
the  urgent  need  of  not  less  than  250  additional 
schools.  Taking  an  average  of  42  for  each 
school,  the  Committee  calculate  that  there  are 
10,500  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen  with- 
out the  means  of  education ;  and  the  Committee 
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are  in  fact  satisfied  that  the  number  is  much 
greater.  "If  persons  of  all  ages  are  included, 
the  number  of  those  not  taught  to  read  exceeds 
belief.  But  how  could  it  be  otherwise  when 
more  parishes  than  one  are  described  as  not 
having  a  sufficient  number  of  schools  to  ac- 
commodate one-tenth  of  their  population? 
Several  are  said  to  be  in  need  of  three  and 
four,  and  one  of  even  six  schools ;  and  as  to 
another,  the  appalling  fact  is  mentioned  that  it- 
consists  of  1000  square  miles,  and  has  a  popula- 
tion of  4747  souls,  and  that  of  these  only  395 
have  learned  to  read  at  all." 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Northern  Institution 
a  number  of  articles  of  archaeological  interest 
were  presented.  One  is  described  as  follows : 
— "Capital  of  one  of  the  pilasters  which  sup- 
ported the  arched  way  passing  from  the  old 
wooden  bridge  of  Inverness  through  Castle 
Tolmie,  found  in  the  course  of  the  road  recently 
opened  from  the  bridge  along  the  north  bank 
of  the  Ness.  Bailie  Ferguson." 

January  4  and  11. — The  two  numbers  contain 
notes  on  Northern  towns,  the  observations  of  a 
summer  ramble  in  1825.  There  is  nothing  call- 
ing for  quotation  in  the  notes,  but  they  may  be 
worth  looking  at  by  anyone  in  search  of  com- 
parisons. We  are  told  that  Fortrose  is  famed 
for  its  "Knights  of  the  Awl,"  or  shoemakers, 
and  Rosemarkie  for  its  weavers. 

January  18. — A  code  of  legal  provisions  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  slaves  was  introduced 
into  Trinidad. 

Ibid.— There  had  been  ten  days  of  intense  frost, 
and  abundant  skating  in  London.  In  Inverness 
it  is  noted  that  "we  have  neither  professor  nor 
amateur  in  the  exhilarating  sports  of  skating 
or  curling."  The  Highland  road  from  Perth 
to  Inverness  was  open,  while  the  coaches  on 
the  other  roads  were  greatly  delayed. 

Ibid. —Upwards  of  150  Chisholms  and  other 
natives  of  Strathglass  had  their  usual  match  at 
shinty.  The  match  was  betwixt  the  Braes  and 
the  Strath.  "The  Braesmen  supported  the 
character  for  superior  activity  and  expertness 
which  they  are  said  to  possess,  and  though  less 
numerous,  carried  the  day." 

January  25. — Intimation  of  the  suspension  of  the 
London  booksellers,  Hurst,  Robinson,  &  Co.. 
which  involved  the  downfall  of  Constable  and 
the  insolvency  of  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

February  1. — Among  the  articles  presented  to  the 
Northern  Institution  was  a  cast  of  the  gold  rod 
found  at  the  Leys  in  1824,  given  by  Mr  Naugh- 
ton. 

February  15. — Excitement  aroused  in  Scotland  by 
the  proposal  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  abolish  one  pound  notes. 
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February  22. — A  meeting  of  heritors  and  tenants 
of  houses  was  held  to  consider  a  local  Police 
Bill  proposed  for  the  burgh  of  Inverness.  There 
was  a  large  attendance  and  a  long  discussion. 
In  the  end  the  Magistrates  withdrew  the  bill. 

March  1.— There  is  a  description  of  the  monu- 
ment erected  to  the  late  Charles  Grant,  M.P.  in 
St  George's  Church,  Bloomsbnry.  The  monu- 
ment was  erected  by  the  East  India  Company 
as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Mr 
Grant.  It  is  described  as  one  of  the  largest 
monuments  in  any  church  in  London. 

March  15. — "We  have  considerable  satisfaction 
in  observing  that  the  project  of  a  constant  and 
daily  conveyance  by  the  Highland  Road  from 
Inverness  to  the  South,  which  we  have  so  long 
and  so  frequently  advocated,  is  no  longer  a 
matter  of  doubt  or  difficulty  with  those  who  are 
best  qualified  to  appreciate  its  possibility  and 
its  profits.  Two  coaches,  belonging  to  separate 
concerns,  are  now  running  between  Perth  and 
Inverness  three  times  a-week ;  and  in  a  short- 
time  we  find  that  one  of  these  at  least  will  run 
on  that  road  every  day." 

March  29. — "During  the  last  week  Scotland  has 
had  her  full  share  of  attention  in  both  Houses. 
Besides  the  appointment  of  the  most  impartial 
Committee,  given  in  onr  last  paper,  to  inquire 
concerning  the  circulation  of  small  notes,  on 
Tuesday  week  a  Committee  was  appointed,  on 
the  motion  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  Scottish  prisons,  whicli  his 
lordship  characterised  as  truly  disgraceful." 

Ibid. — "A  new  Masonic  Lodge  was  yesterday  con- 
secrated at  Dingwall,  called  the  Fingal  Lodge. 
In  the  absence  of  Sir  G.  S.  Mackenzie,  Bart., 
Provincial  Grand  Master  for  Ross-shire,  who 
could  not  attend  on  account  of  indisposition, 
the  Lodge  was  consecrated  by  Colin  Mackenzie, 
Esq.  of  Kilcoy,  Deputy  Provincial  Grand 
Master,  with  true  Masonic  solemnity,  assisted 
by  deputations  from  St  John's  Kilwinm'ng 
Lodge  of  Inverness  and  St  Duthus  Lodge  of 
Tain,  headed  by  their  respective  Masters,  who 
acted  as  Provincial  Grand  Wardens." 

Ibid. — The  death  occurred  at  Brora  on  the  18th 
inst.  of  Alexander  Urquhart,  tidesman  of  the 
Customs,  who  is  said  to  have  been  111  years 
old.  He  was,  it  was  stated,  born  at  Tain  in 
1715.  He  possessed  to  the  last  a  faithful 
memory  of  certain  interesting  particulars  of 
the  rising  of  1745,  and  had  seen  many  of  the 
leading  characters  in  it,  particularly  John  Roy 
Stuart.  "Honest  Sandy,"  as  he  is  called,  was 
never  a  soldier,  but  he  was  a  sportsman  and  as 
deadly  a  shot  as  ever  took  the  heather.  "Em- 
ployed in  the  capacity  of  gamekeeper  to  the 
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late  Earl  of  Sutherland,  he  had  frequent  occa- 
sion to  be  on  the  moors  with  those  noblemen 
and   gentlemen   who   usually   resorted   to   the 
North  to  enjoy  the  sporting  seasons.       With 
Baron  Norton,  Sir  John  Gordon  of  Embo,  and 
the  late  General  Wemyss,  he  was  a  particular 
favourite.     Many  of  his  anecdotes  and  repartees 
on   this  and  other  occasions  are  still  remem- 
bered, to  be  laughed  at  right  heartily;  for  al- 
though he  was  a  plain,  unassuming  sort  of  man, 
his  mode  of  conversation  was  tinctured  with  a 
venial  kind  of  bluntness  and  sarcastic  humour 
peculiar  to  himself  that  rendered  the  aptness  of 
his  remarks  irresistible     and  no   person,  how 
dignified  soever  in  rank,  was  exempted  from 
his  satire."     Urquhart  was  an  expert  angler, 
and  would  talk  with  enthusiasm  of  hooks,  rods, 
and  flies,  but  he  had  a  great  contempt  for  what 
was  then  the  modern  improvement  of  gut  and 
sea-weed  casting  lines.     By  the  interest  of  Lord 
Ankerville,  he  was  appointed,  about  1780,  tide- 
waiter  of  the  Customs  at  Inverness,  from  which 
he  was  soon  afterwards  transferred  to  Brora. 
He  was  superannuated  in  1812,  with  an  allow- 
ance of  £23  a  year.     "He  was  a  man  of  very 
temperate   habits — was   never  known  to  have 
been,  even  once,  intoxicated.     He  would  most 
willingly  take  one  glass  of  spirits,  but  no  per- 
suasion would  induce  him  to  go  beyond  that, 
as  he  always  considered  one  dram  his  gauge, 
as  he  called  it,  and  above  that  was  hurtful.  He 
never  complained  of  ill-health  till  within  the 
last  twelve  months  of  his  life.     His  dress  was 
invariably  the  same :  full  round-breasted  coat, 
a  vest  of  old-fashioned  cut,  and  a  small,  flat 
blue  bonnet.     A  lady  once  made  a  present  to 
him  of  a  fine  hat,  but  he  considered  it  such  an 
invasion  on  the  ancient  rights  of  the  bonnet 
that  it  was  laid  aside  and  never  used." 
April  12. — A  correspondent  writes  to  express  sur- 
prise that  there  is  "neither  a  stick  nor  a  stone" 
to  mark  the  site  of  Culloden  Battlefield.     Many 
years  elapsed  before  this  want  was  supplied. 
April   26. — On   the   previous   Sunday   the    Rev. 
Principal  Baird  preached  in  the  English  (High) 
Church  in  support  of  the  scheme  for  improving 
the  means  of  religious  instruction  in  the  High- 
lands.    The  collection  in  that  church  amounted 
to  £47  Is,  and  in  other  churches  to  £12  19s — 
total,  £60.     Principal  Baird  was  in  Inverness 
for  several  days,  and  was  presented  with  the 
freedom  of  the  burgh — "an  honour,"  says  the 
paragraph,   "conferred,  we  understand,  on  no 
individual  since  it  was  bestowed  on  Prince  Leo- 
pold." 

Ibid. — The  anniversary  of  the  Northern  Mission- 
ary Society  was  held  at  Dingwall.  The  collec- 
tion and  contributions  amounted  to  £46  2s  3d. 
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April  26  and  May  3. — The  former  issue  records  the 
death  of  Sir  Hector  Mackenzie,  Bart,  of  Gair- 
loch,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Eoss, 
who  expired  at  Conon  House  on  22nd  April.  In 
the  next  issue  a  tribute  is  paid  to  his  memory. 
"Hospitality,  generous,  open,  manly  friendship, 
mild,  unaffected,  and  what  may  be  termed 
honest  dignity  of  deportment,  accompanied  by 
hearty  kindness,  distinguished  him  in  a  remark- 
able manner.  He  took  great  delight  in  forward- 
ing the  views  of  others,  and  was  always  ready 
to  obey  the  dictates  of  benevolence.  In  public 
affairs,  where  he  differed  from  others,  he  did 
so  in  a  manner  that  could  not  possibly  offend." 
Sir  Hector  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 

May  3. — At  the  Inverness  County  meeting  a  peti- 
tion was  adopted  to  the  House  of  Commons 
praying  that  the  County  should  not  be  taxed 
with  the  burden  of  alimenting  prisoners,  which 
the  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs  proposed  as 
an  alternative  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
Scottish  gaols  and  the  due  maintenance  of  the 
prisoners  confined  in  them.  The  same  meeting 
adopted  resolutions  in  favour  of  erecting  tolls 
in  the  county  in  aid  of  assessment.  It  was 
stated  that  tlie  burden  of  assessment  wa.s  at  that 
time  upwards  of  9  per  cent,  on  the  net  rental 
of  the  county. 

May  10. — Mr  Adam  Davidson,  writer,  was  duly 
admitted  procurator  in  the  Sheriff  Court  of 
Nairn  on  Friday,  5th  inst. 

May  17. — The  Inverness  Auxiliary  of  the  Inver- 
ness Bible  Society  held  its  fourteenth  annual 
meeting  on  the  10th  inst.  The  total  amount  of 
funds  accounted  for  by  the  treasurer  was  £281 
18s  9d.  This,  however,  included  a  balance  of 
£77  19s  3d  brought  forward  from  last  year,  a 
legacy  of  £20,  and  a  sum  of  £30  11s  3d,  re- 
alised from  the  sale  of  Scriptures. 

Ibid. — A  circular  from  the  Excise  Office  set  forth 
that  in  consequence  of  the  extent  and  audacity 
with  which  a  band  of  smugglers,  who  had  estab- 
lished themselves  in  Glen-Naughty  and  other 
glens  in  that  quarter  of  Aberdeenshire  were  car- 
rying on  their  operations  and  resisting  the 
Revenue  officers,  the  Earls  of  Aboyne  and  Fife 
Sir  Alexander  Leith,  and  other  proprietors,  had 
instructed  their  agents,  bailiffs,  and  ground 
officers  to  render  every  assistance  to  the  officers 
of  revenue  in  destroying  their  smuggling 
utensils,  and  burning  the  huts  or  bothies  in 
which  they  carried  on  their  operations ;  also 
to  dismiss  any  tenant  who  was  concerned  in 
illicit  distillation,  and  to  take  measures  for  Tire- 
venting  itinerant  smugglers  from  cutting  or  pro- 
viding a  stock  of  peat.  These  measures  were 
recommended  to  the  consideration  of  land- 
owners in  the  Highlands. 
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May  24. — At  a  special  county  meeting  held  on 
the  19th  hist,  resolutions  in  favour  of  imposing 
tolls  were  reaffirmed  by  a  majority  of  41  to  14. 

May  31. — At  the  General  Assembly  on  22nd  May, 
a  petition  was  presented  from  parties  in  the 
counties  of  Ross  and  Oromarty  praying  the  As- 
sembly to  take  measures  to  enforce  the  regular 
celebration  of  the  Sacrament  in  the  different 
parishes  in  these  counties,  and  to  prevent  the 
clergymen  doing  so  during  the  periods  of  seed 
time  and  harvest.  The  memorial  stated  that  it 
had  not  been  the  practice  to  celebrate  the  Com- 
munion regularly  in  various  parishes  in  the 
counties  of  Ross  and  Cromarty ;  that  in  one 
parish  it  had  been  omitted  for  seven  years  ;  and 
that  in  many  it  was  unusual  to  celebrate. 

June  7. — Parliament  was  dissolved  on  the  pre- 
vious Thursday,  1st  June.  An  editorial 
article  says: — "A  large  portion  of  l.is  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  and  of  his  Majesty's  Opposi- 
tion think  so  much  alike  upon  most  subjects 
of  general  interest  that  a  desire  for  the  triumph 
of  any  particular  principles  as  between  these 
parties  will  now  hardly  suffice  to  render  either 
very  strenuous  in  their  exertions  to  secure  seats 
for  their  adherents.  Accordingly  we  find  very 
few  places  in  which  contests  are  expected,  and 
even  in  some  instances  burghs  are  almost  ad- 
vertising for  members  to  represent  them." 

Ibid. — A  daily  coach  between  Inverness  and 
Perth  began  to  ran  on  the  6th  inst.  It  was 
called  the  Caledonian  Coach,  and  started  from 
the  Caledonian  Hotel  at  five  in  the  morning. 
"The  enterprising  spirit,"  we  are  told,  "of  a 
few  private  individuals  has  accomplished  what 
has  hitherto  been  deemed  by  many  to  be  alto- 
gether impracticable,  and  accordingly  we  have 
now  an  opportunity  of  journeying  from  this 
town  to  the  Metropolis  of  Scotland,  a  distance 
of  160  miles,  in  the  short  space  of  24  hours,  in- 
cluding four  hours'  rest  at  Perth." 

June  21. — Th«  election  for  the  burgh  of  Hedon, 
in  Yorkshire,  took  place  on  the  12th  inst.,  the 
successful  candidates  being  Colonel  Baillie  and 
Mr  Villiers.  "Colonel  Baillie,"  says  the  para- 
graph, "is  a  gentleman  of  some  property  in  the 
County  of  Inverness,  and  a  director  of  the  East 
India  Compuny."  The  Inverness  property  was 
the  estate  of  Leys. 

June  28. — The  Inverness  Sheep  and  Wool  Mar- 
ket was  held  the  previous  week.  There  was 
great  apprehension  th-it  prices  would  be  very 
low,  "lower  than  thev  were  for  the  last  thirty 
years,"  but  this  fear  was  not  realised.  The 
price  of  wool  was  as  good  as  it  was  in  1822  and 
1824,  and  much  better  than  it  was  in  1823.  The 
prices  of  sheep  were  nearly  as  in  1820,  which 
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was  an  excellent  market,  and  higher  than  from 
1821  to  1824.  The  market,  however,  was  very 
stiif ,  as  sellers  did  not  care  to  submit  to  a  sub- 
stantial reduction  from  the  rates  of  1825.  "A 
good  deal  of  interest  was  excited  on  the  second 
day  by  the  decision  of  a  sweepstake  of  £10 
for  tups,  between  Mr  Seller  of  Morvich  and 
Mr  Laidlaw,  Knockfin.  The  tups  were  the 
best  in  the  respective  stocks  of  these  gentle- 
men, and  were  shown  fleeced  and  unfleeced. 
The  judgment  was  in  favour  of  Mr  Sellar,  who 
very  liberally  expended  the  grenter  part  of  his 
winning  in  a  'go'  of  claret." 

Ibid.— The  Hon.  Colonel  F.  W.  Grant  of  Grant 
was  unanimously  re-elected  M.P.  for  the  County 
of  Moray  at  Elgin  on  Monday  last.  Colonel 
Grant  gave  a  splendid  entertainment  in  the 
afternoon  to  a  numerous  body  of  gentlemen, 
freeholders,  &c. ,  in  the  County  Hall  of  Elgin. 

July  5. — "Inverness  District  of  Burghs.  The 
election  of  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  this 
District  of  Burghs  took  place  at  Fortrose  on 
Monday  last,  the  3rd  curt.,  when  Robert 
Grant,  Esq.  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  London,  was  un- 
animously elected."  This  is  the  full  report  of 
the  election  for  the  burghs  in  the  file  of  the 
above  date.  Robert  Grant  was  a  younger 
brother  of  the  Member  for  the  County. 

Ibid. — Sir  J.  W.  Mackenzie  of  Scatwell  was  re- 
elected  Member  for  Ross-shire.  Sir  Hugh 
Innes  of  Lochalsh,  Bart.,  was  for  the  fourth 
time  elected  member  for  the  Northern  Burghs 
without  opposition. — The  Hon.  Alexander  Duff, 
brother  of  the  Karl  of  Fife,  was  chosen  member 
for  the  Elgin  Burghs. 

July  12. — There  is  a  full  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  election  of  a  member  for  the  County 
of  Inverness,  the  first  contested  election  that 
had  occurred  for  a  long  tim«.  Opposition  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant,  Vice-President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  had  been  threatened  for 
some  time.  Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys,  Macleod 
of  Macleod1,  and  Lord  Macdonald  of  the  Isles, 
had  all  announced  their  intention  of  coming 
forward.  The  first  two,  however,  retired,  and 
the  contest  lay  between  Mr  Grant  and  Lord! 
Macdonald.  At  noon  on  the  7th  inst.  the  free- 
holders assembled  in  the  Court-house  in  Bridge 
Street,  but  the  public  interest  being  intense, 
they  adjourned  to  the  High  Church.  Colonel 
F.  W.  Grant,  M.P.,  was  appointed  Chairman. 
The  church  was  crowded.  "The  front  seats  of 
the  gallery  were  graced  with  the  presence  of 
several  high-born  and  elegantly  dressed  ladies"  ; 
the  large  pew  "technically  called  the  Latron" 
was  occupied  by  the  Chairman,  the  candidates, 
and  a  few  friends ;  and  Glengarry  took  pos- 
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session  of  the  precentor's  box.  The  applica- 
tions of  new  claimants  to  be  placed  on  the 
Voters'  Roll  occupied  a  large  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. Every  case  was  argued  by  Counsel. 
"Their  contentions  lasted  from  about  two 
o'clock  on  Friday  afternoon  until  nine  on  Satur- 
day morning" ;  and  by  this  time  the  ladies  in 
the  gallery  had  gone  home,  and  many  of  the 
freeholders  were  asleep.  The  latter,  however, 
wakened  up  when  the  next  stage  began.  Sir 
Ewen  Cameron  of  Fassfern,  who  was  in  his  87th 
year,  moved  the  election  of  the  Right  Hon.  C. 
Grant  as  Member  for  the  County.  Mr  A.  N. 
Macleod  of  Harris  seconded  the  motion.  Mao 
leod  of  Macleod,  after  explaining  how  he  had 
seen  it  his  duty  to  retire  from  his  own  candi- 
dature, nominated  Lord  Ma.cdona.ld,  which  pro- 
posal was  seconded  by  Mackintosh  of  Mackin- 
tosh. Both  candidates  then  spoke.  The  poll 
showed  49  votes  for  Mr  Grant  and  10  for  Lord 
Macdonald;  the  latter  being  further  supported 
by  14  whose  votes  were  tendered  but  rejected. 
Mr  Grant  was  supported  by  the  great  majority 
of  Highland  Chiefs  and  gentry,  whose  confi- 
dence in  himself  he  spoke,  of  with  natural  pride. 
He  afterwards  entertained1  a  company  of  140 
to  dinner.  Txird  Macdonald  also  entertained  a 
considerable  party,  and  the  rivals  exchanged 
deputations  and  drank  one  another's  health. 

Ibid. — A  general  meeting  of  the  Inverness  Gas 
and  Water  Company  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall.  Provost  Robertson  of  Aultnaskiach  was 
elected  Chairman,  a.nd  the  following  directors 
were  appointed  : — Mr  Maclean,  land  surveyor; 
Dr  Nicol ;  Mr  Macandrew,  solicitor  ;  Mr  Smith 
of  Dalmore ;  Mr  Grey,  merchant ;  Dr  Alexr. 
Macdonnld  ;  Mr  Macleod  of  Parkhill ;  Mr  Ed- 
wards, solicitor:  Mr  Simon  Fraser,  merchant; 
and  Convener  Williamson.  The  buildings  for 
the  gasometer  were  reported  as  being  nearly 
completed,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  gas 
piping  had  arrived. 

July  19. — There  is  an  article  on  the  distress  pre- 
vailing throughout  the  country.  "It  appears 
from  the  newspapers  of  the  Midland  and  North- 
ern Counties  of  England,  as  well  as  those  from 
the  South  and  West  of  Scotland,  that  the  num- 
ber of  persons  out  of  work  is  daily  increasing ; 
and  neither  poor  rates  nor  charitable  contribu- 
tions will  long  suffice  to  support  the  immense 
numbers  now  dependent  on  them."  The  effect 
of  the  Corn  Laws  was  warmly  discussed. 

July  26. — -Lord  Francis  Leveson  Gower  was 
elected1  Member  for  the  County  of  Sutherland. 

August  16. — "The  number  of  distinguished  and 
fashionable  personages  who  have  this  year 
visited  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  has  been 
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beyond  all  precedent.  .  .  Every  shooting- 
box  in  the  Highlands,  far  and  near,  is  now 
filled  with  sportsmen  of  all  ranks  and  condi- 
tions, from  the  highest-sounding  aristocratic 
titles  down  to  the  pleasure-hunting  Cockney." 
In  most  of  the  cases  mentioned,  however,  it  is 
evident  that  the  Highland  proprietors  were 
entertaining  guests. 

September  6. — "Ministers  have  done  themselves 
infinite  honour  by  resolving  on  their  own  re- 
sponsibility to  open  the  ports  for  the  im- 
mediate admission  of  foreign  oats,  oatmeal,  rye, 
pease,  and  beans,  on  payment  of  the  following 
duties: — Oats,  per  quarter,  2s;  oatmeal,  per 
boll,  2s  2d ;  rye,  pease,  and  beans,  per  quar- 
ter, 3s  6d.  This  measure,  which  secures  the 
subsistence  of  the  poor,  at  a  period  of  appre- 
hended scarcity,  is  founded  on  information  laid 
before  his  Majesty,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  home  average  price  of  oats,  pease,  &c.,  ex- 
ceeded that  at  which,  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
the  importation  of  foreign  wheat  was  allowed ; 
that  the  crops  of  oats,  pease,  and  beans  of  the 
present  year  had  failed  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent ;  and  that  a  deficiency  in  the  potato  crop 
was  apprehended  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  These  considerations,  joined  with 
the  actual  distress  of  the  times,  have  induced 
Ministers  wisely  to  adopt  this  measure  for  the 
relief  of  the  people." 

September  20.— The  Rev.  Chailes  Bayne,  some- 
time minister  at  Fort-William,  was  on  Wednes- 
day, 13th  inst.  admitted  to  the  pastoral  charge 
of  the  Parish  of  Fodderty,  vacant  by  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  Mr  Mackenzie. 

September  27. — The  Northern  Meeting  was  held 
on  the  previous  week,  and  included  races  at 
Duuancroy.  Note  is  taken  of  the  fact  that  the 
dinners,  which  were  held  as  usual  on  each  of 
the  three  days,  were  attended  by  gentlemen 
only.  "We  believe  that  this  year  was  the  only 
one,  since  the  Meeting  was  instituted  in  1788, 
at  which  the  ladies  did  not  appear  at  the  din- 
ner." No  reason  is  assigned  for  their  absence. 
A  service  of  silver  plate  was  presented  to  Mr 
Fraser  of  Culduthel  for  his  long  and  valuable 
services  as  secretary  of  the  Meeting. 

Ibid. — Dr  Robertson  of  Aultnaskiach  was  re- 
elected  Provost  of  Inverness. 

October  11. — "We  understand  that  George  Gum- 
ming, Esq.,  London,  late  representative  in  Par- 
liament for  this  District  of  Burghs,  has,  in 
the  most  liberal  manner,  on  retiring  from  that 
distinguished  situation,  presented  the  town  of 
Nairn  with  an  elegant  eight-day  clock,  of  the 
most  superior  machinery.  This  recent  mark 
of  the  worthy  member's  attachment  has  been 
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duly  appreciated  by  a  community  whose  in- 
terests had  uniformly  received  his  most  assidu- 
ous attention." 

October  18.— It  is  stated  that  the  Eight.  Hon. 
William  Dundas,  Lord  Register  of  Scotland, 
has  been  elected  Provost  of  Tain. 

October  25.— The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant, 
Member  for  the  County  of  Inverness,  and  his 
brother,  Robert  Grant,  Member  for  the  District 
of  Burghs,  were  presented  on  the  21st  inst. 
with  the  freedom  of  the  town  of  Forres. 

November  1. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Northern 
Institution,  it  was  announced  that  Mr  John 
Anderson,  W.S.,  author  of  the  History  of  the 
Frasers,  and  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Antiquaries,  was  the  winner  of  the 
gold  medal  presented  by  Sir  George-  Macken- 
zie of  Coul,  for  an  essay  on  the  State  of  Society 
and  Knowledge  in  the  Highlands  in  1745,  and 
the  Progress  made  to  the  Present  Day.  Sir 
George  was  present,  and  presented  the  medal 
to  Mr  Anderson,  delivering  at  the  same  time 
an  address  which  is  spoken  of  in  high  terms. 

November  29. — On  'Friday  the  24th  inst.  a  dis- 
astrous snow-storm  occurred,  the  effects  of 
which  were  long  remembered.  About  seven  in 
the  morning  a  furious  gale  burst  out,  accom- 
panied by  thick  falling  snow  and  occasional 
showers  of  sleet.  "The  Martinmas  Market, 
which  held  here  that  day,  was  the  means  of 
leading  many  persons  from  home,  and  the  town 
was  more  crowded  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected from  the  state  of  the  weather.  During 
the  whole  of  that  day  and  the  following  night 
the  storm  continued  unabated,  and  even  in  town 
it  became  a  matter  of  peril  to  pass  from  one 
house  or  street  to  another.  As  little  or  no 
business  could  be  done  in  the  streets,  many 
people  resorted  in  groups  to  the  shelter  afforded 
by  the  closes  in  town,  and  others  to  the  public- 
houses,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  to  the  neces- 
sarily prolonged  visits  of  the  people  to  these 
places  of  entertainment,  several  of  the  acci- 
dents of  that  night  must  be  ascribed.  The 
loss  of  lives  of  people  venturing  home  from  the 
town  to  their  places  of  abode  in  the  country  is 
variously  estimated :  there  is  a  certainty,  how- 
ever, that  no  fewer  than  11  or  12  perished  in 
the  vicinity  of  Inverness.  A  man  and  a 
woman  were  found  dead  next  morning  near 
Castle  Stewart,  and  two  other  persons  died  on 
the  road  from  this  town  to  Nairn.  A  woman 
of  the  name  of  Grant,  although  accompanied  by 
a  sister,  who  could  offer  her  little  help,  ex- 
pired at  the  bridge  of  Moniack,  within  a  short 
distance  of  her  own  home.  Two  young  men 
who  left  town  for  Strathdearn  in  the  evening 
were  found  in  a  state  of  exhaustion  by  tn* 
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wayside,  and  died  shortly  thereafter  while  under 
the  hands  of  some  kind  friends  who  were  ad- 
ministering to  their  relief.  Two  men  (Alex- 
ander Fraser,  a  labourer,  and  Peter  Cameron, 
a  weaver)  were  found  dead,  the  former  near 
Cuidrash  and  the  latter  near  Ardedrean,  in  the 
hill  between  Urquhart  and  the  Aird ;  a  woman 
and  her  son,  a  boy  of  fifteen  years  of  age,  were 
likewise  found  dead  at  Duiitemple,  near  the 
Church  of  Boleskine,  and  within  200  yards  of 
their  own  door.  Thus  there  is  the  certainty  of 
eleven  persons  at  least  having  perished  that 
evening.  A  tailor  of  the  name  of  Fraser,  from 
Garnabeg,  in  Urquhart,  left  Abriachan  on  Fri- 
day for  his  own  house,  and  has  not  since  been 
heard  of.  Two  of  the  shepherds  on  the  farm 
of  Borlum,  near  Fort-Augustus,  have  likewise 
been  missing  since  Friday ;  and  it  is  feared 
that  these  last  must  be  added  to  this  melancholy 
list  of  deaths.  Many  were  found  on  the  roads 
in  an  exhausted  and  powerless  condition  ;  but 
by  the  kind  ministrations  of  passers  by  and 
neighbours,  they  have  providentially  re- 
covered." The  coaches  between  Aberdeen  and 
Inverness  were  delayed  many  hours  by  the 
storm ;  one  gave  up  the  attem-t  to  make  its 
way.  To  the  North  the  roads  were  clearer, 
although  the  mails  had  to  be  carried  across 
the  Ord  of  Caithness  on  horseback.  The  storm, 
having  begun  on  Friday  morning,  abated  some- 
what on  Saturday;  Sunday  was  comparatively 
clear,  but  still  intensely  cold  and  boisterous; 
"even  Monday  and  Tuesday  were  days  on 
which  no  person  who  could  stay  in  the  house 
would  be  seen  out." 

December  6. — A  continuation  of  the  account  of 
the  storm  states  that  the  loss  of  lives  from  the 
borders  of  Aberdeenshire  and  Perthshire  was 
ascertained  to  be  at  least  twenty-six,  and  there 
were  a  few  people  still  missing.  Besides  that, 
more  than  twenty  vessels  had  been  wrecked, 
among  these  sixteen  in  the  Moray  Firth. 
There  was  great  loss  among  sheep.  Many 
trees  had  also  been  blown  down. 
Ibid. — The  gas  light  was  now  ready  for  use  in 
town,  and  had  been  partially  tried,  giving  uni- 
versal satisfaction.  Arrangements  were  made 
by  which  the  town  was  to  have  about  seventy 
public  gas  lamps,  besides  twenty  of  the  old 
stamp  maintained  in  the  suburbs  and  remote 
lanes. 

December  27. — There  is  a  record  of  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  John  Ross,  who  had  gone  out  as 
leader  and  pastor  of  an  English  colony  planted 
by  the  Columbian  Agricultural  Association. 
Mr  Ross  had'  an  active  and  varied  career  on 
the  London  press  before  he  undertook  this 
Mission. 
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No.  III. 

The  year  1827  is  memorable  for  the  retire- 
ment of  Lord  Liverpool  from  the  office  of 
Prime  Minister,  which  he  had  held  for  fifteen 
years,  and  for  the  short  and  troubled  term 
of  George  Canning's  Premiership.  Lord 
Liverpool  was  a  man  of  remarkable  tact,  who 
kept  together  a  party  and  a  Cabinet  com- 
posed of  conflicting  elements.  In  February 
1827  he  was  laid  aside  by  an  apoplectic 
seizure,  but  so  difficult  was  it  to  fix  on  a  suo- 
sessor  that  he  was  nominally  kept  in  office 
until  April.  "He  never  recovered  sufficient 
consciousness  to  enable  him  to  resign  his 
office."  In  April  the  King,  much  against  his 
will,  called  on  George  Canning  to  form  an 
administration.  Though  Canning  had  been 
a  powerful  Minister,  he  was  greatly  dis- 
trusted by  the  Tory  party,  and  seven  of  his 
colleagues  resigned.  He  managed  to  con- 
struct a  Government  with  the  aid  of  the 
Whigs,  but  his  health  was  weak,  and  the 
opposition  to  which  he  was  subjected  wore 
out  his  strength.  He  died  on  the  8th  of 
August. 

The  Notes  in  the  second  part  of  1827  give 
a  good  deal  of  information  as  to  the  social 
condition  of  the  town  and  district.  The 
youth  of  Inverness  seem  to  have  been  lawless, 
and  smuggling  was  still  far  from  extinct. 
The  note  on  the  "black  huts"  in  Highland 
parishes  possesses  considerable  interest. 

From  the  "Inverness  Courier." 
1827. 

January  3. — "Although  the  choice  of  gas  lights 
in  this  town  has  become  pretty  general  in  a 
very  brief  space  of  time,  yet  we  think  it  right 
to  press  the  matter  a  little  further  on  the  at- 
tention of  our  townsmen  and  of  our  readers  in 
feneral.  In  doing  so,  we  feel  ourselves  justi- 
ed,  inasmuch  as  iti  was  only  since  our  last 
publication  that  the  formalities  of  establishing 
gas  lights  were  gone  into.  On  the  evenings  of 
Thursday  and  Saturday  last,  Mr  Anderson,  of 
Perth,  under  whose  special  direction  the  gas 
lights  of  this  town  have  been  brought  to  so 
happy  a  state  of  perfection,  delivered  two  lec- 
tures in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  benefits  and 
economy  of  using  this  light  in  preference  to 
any  other  kind  of  artificial  light  yet  discovered. " 
A  report  of  a  passage  of  Mr  Anderson's  lectures 
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follows.  The  directors  of  the  gas  works  and 
other  friends  celebrated  the  inauguration  of 
the  light  by  dining  in  the  Caledonian  Hotel. 

January  10. — The  Duke  of  York  died  on  5th  Janu- 
ary, in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  By 
h.'s  demise  the  succession  to  the  British  Crown 
devolved  on  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  afterwards 
William  IV.  ;  and  it  is  noted  that  the  next 
heir-presumptive  was  the  Princess  Alexan- 
drina  Victoria,  daughter  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Kent, 

Ibid. — A  movement  had  sprung  up  in  the  North- 
ern Counties  for  a  lighthouse  in  the  Moray 
Firth.  Some  of  the  petitions  advocated  the 
selection  of  Tarbatncss  as  the  site  ;  others  pro- 
posed the  Covesea  or  Stotfield  Skerries.  At 
this  time  there  was  no  lighthouse  west  of 
Peterhead.  The  disastrous  storm  of  the  previ- 
ous November  had  given  an  impetus  to  the 
movement. 

Jar.uary  17. — Severe  weather,  which  set  in  on 
the  first  day  of  the  year,  continued  unabated. 
Frost,  snow,  thaw,  and  gales  of  wind,  alter- 
nated in  rapid  succession.  "There  has  conse- 
quently been  a  greater  irregularity  "in  the  ar- 
rival of  the  mails  than  has  been  known  since 
the  month  of  February  1823.  when  nine  malls 
were  due  one  morning  in  this  town  from  the 
South.  During  the  last  fourteen  days,  four 
of  the  Caithness  mails  were  due  here  at  a  time  ; 
and  the  South  mails  were  oftener  than  once 
from  12  to  16  hours  behind  their  stated  huur. 
The  rivers  flooded  during  the  present  week  to 
an  unprecedented  extent. 

Ibid. — Among  gifts  presented  to  the  Northern 
Institution  the  following  are  noted: — An 
ancient  stone  reading  desk,  supported  on  a 
wreathed  column,  found  while  clearing  out 
the  foundations  of  St  Giles  Church,  Elgin.  Two 
beautifully  sculptured  heads,  supposed  to  be 
from  the  roof  of  Elgin  Cathedral.  A  small 
square  of  coloured  glass  and  four  copper  coins 
found  in  the  rubbish  of  St  Giles  Church. 
From  Isaac  Forsyth,  Elgin. 

January  24. — It  is  noted  that  at  a  late  meeting  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses, 
three  additional  stations  were  resolved  upon, 
viz.,  Tarbat-Ness,  in  the  Moray  Firth;  Cape 
Wrath,  in  Sutherland;  and  the'Mull  of  Gallo- 
way, in  Wigtownshire.  A  paragraph  in  the 
next  issue  says  that  through  the  exertions  of 
Mr  Wm.  Young,  of  Burghead,  the  Commission- 
ers -were  also  likely  to  place  a  lighthouse  at 
Covesea. 

February  14. — The  subject  of  the  Corn  Laws  con- 
tinues to  be  vigorously  discussed.  In  this 
issue  it  is  stated  that  the  Magistrates  met  in 
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the  Town  Hall  to  consider  the  prices  charged 
for  bread,  and  reduced  the  loaf  a  halfpenny. 
The  following  were  the  rates  fixed :  — The 
quartern  loaf  of  fine  flour,  9Jd ;  the  household 
loaf,  ?id.  "These  prices,"  says  the  paragraph, 
"may  be  considered  high,  but  taking  the  ac- 
knowledged superiority  of  the  Inverness  bread 
and  the  price  of  flour  into  account,  there  is 
little  cause  for  complaint." 

February  28. — This  issue  gives  a  report  of  the 
meeting  in  Edinburgh  at  which  the  authorship 
of  the  Waverley  Novels  was  publicly  disclosed. 
The  meeting  was  the  festival  of  the  patrons  of 
the  Edinburgh  Theatrical  Fund.  Lord 
Meadowba.uk  made  the  announcement  in  giving 
the  health  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  Scott,  in  a 
pawky  speech,  replied. 

March  7. — What  is  known  as  the  apocrypha  con- 
troversy was  at  this  time  raging  throughout 
the  country.  It  had  to  do  with  the  sanction 
given  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety to  the  circulation  on  the  Continent  of 
the  apocrypha]  books  bound  up  with  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  Inverness-shire  Auxiliary  discussed 
the  question,  and  adopted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — "That  the  Inverness-shire  Society  for 
disseminating  the  Bible  ought  to  have  the 
power  of  employing  their  funds  as  they  see 
most  expedient,  and  therefore  that  they  cease 
to  be  exclusively  an  Auxiliary  to  any  Society 
whatever." 

March  14. — Terrible  snow-storms  were  experi- 
enced in  the  early  days  of  this  mouth.  The 
storms  were  even  more  severe  in  the  South  of 
Scotland  and  in  the  North  of  England  than  in 
the  Highlands.  In  the  gales  a  great  many 
vessels  were  wrecked. 

March  28. — County  meetings  were  held  to  con- 
sider the  proposals  of  the  Government  on  the 
Corn  Laws.  At  the  Inverness  meeting  it  was 
resolved  that  the  price  of  60s  per  quarter  for 
wheat  does  not  afford  an  adequate  protection, 
as  wheat  cannot  be  grown  in  this  country  so 
as  to  remunerate  the  grower  at  a  less  price  than 
64s  per  quarter ;  that  the  price  of  32s  per 
quarter  for  barley  does  not  afford'  an  adequate 
remuneration  to  the  grower,  as  barley  cannot 
be  grown  in  this  country  at  a  less  price  than 
35s  per  quarter;  and  that  26s  for  oats  per 
quarter  is  as  low  as  that  species  of  grain  can 
be  grown  without  injury  to  the  agriculturist. 
Other  county  meetings  passed  similar  resolu- 
tions. 

Ibid. — "Died,  at  Dalkeith,  on  the  llth  curt., 
Mrs  Isabella  Ramsav  wife  of  James  Watson, 
Esq.,  representative  of  the  ancient!  families  of 
Morav  and  Kinnaird  of  Oulbin,  in  Moray- 
shire. 
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April  4. — "The  elegant  new  Roman  Catholic 
Chapel  built  at  Wester  Eskadale,  in  Strath- 
glass,  by  Thomas  Alexander  Eraser,  Esq.  of 
Lovat,  was  opened  on  Sunday  last  for  divine 
worship." 

libd. — One  of  the  honorary  members  elected  to 
the  Northern  Institution  was  Mr  R.  I.  Murchi- 
son  (known  later  to  fame  as  Sir  Roderick), 
secretary  to  the  Geological  Society  of  London. 
A  letter  from  Murehison  was  also  read  on  the 
coal  deposits  at  Brora.  A  paper  was  read  on 
the  geology  of  the  River  Findhorn,  written  by 
Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lander.  A  manuscript  was 
also  presented,  which  is  described  as  "a  curious 
local  record  of  occurrences  in  Inverness,  which 
appears  to  have  been  kept  by  the  old  family 
of  Chives  of  Muirtown." 

Ibid. — An  article  on  public  libraries  in  the  North 
contains  some  interesting  information.  "The 
first  book  shop  in  Inverness  appears  to  have 
been  opened  about  the  year  1775 ;  but  we  be- 
lieve there  are  some  persons  still  alive  who 
recollect  when  the  stationery  of  our  Northern 
Capital  and  its  minor  brethren  was  supplied 
by  the  Postmaster  alone,  who  generally  kept 
a  few  sheets  of  writing  paper,  pens,  and  ink, 
stuffed  in  among  his  packages  of  dried  plums, 
sugar,  and  tobacco.  We  have  also  been  told 
by  some  kind  old  friends  that  in  their  younger 
days  the  library  of  a  respectable  Highland 
laird  often  contained  no  more  than  a  copy  of 
the  Bible,  a  few  almanacks,  and  parcels  of  the 
old  Edinburgh  Advertiser  or  Scots  Magazine." 
The  oldest  Subscription  Library  in  the  North 
was  that  of  Mr  Forsyth,  Elgin.  It  was  estab- 
lished in  1780,  and  now  contained  upwards  of 
5000  volumes.  In  1820  a  Subscription  Library 
was  opened  in  Inverness,  and  about  the  same 
time  similar  associations  were  started  in  Nairn, 
Campbelltown,  Dingwall,  Tain,  Skye,  Tober- 
inory,  Fort-William,  and  Stromness.  A  library 
had'  been  instituted  at  Forres  some  years  be- 
fore. The  article  gives  an  account  of  the 
library  of  theological  and  historical  books  be- 
queathed to  Inverness  in  1740  by  Dr  James 
Fraser,  of  Chelsea,  and  still  preserved  in  the 
Session-house  of  the  Inverness  High  Church. 

Ibid. — "At  Moy,  near  Forres,  on  the  17th  ult. , 
at  an.  advanced  age,  Mrs  Grant  of  Moy,  wife 
of  the  late  Colonel  Hugh  Grant  of  Moy.  This 
venerable  lady  was  maternal  aunt  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lauriston,  Marechal  of  France,  of 
Francis  John  William  Law  of  Lauriston,  Esq., 
in  the  County  of  Edinburgh,  and  grand-aunt 
of  Culling  Charles  Smith,  Esq.,  Receiver- 
General  of  the  Customs  of  England,  brother-in- 
law  of  Field-Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
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The  mortal  remains  of  Mrs  Grant  were  con- 
veyed from  Forres  by  a  great  number  of  the 
respectable  gentlemen  of  this  neighbourhood,  to 
the  family  burying-ground  in  the  retired  valley 
of  Urquhart,  on  the  banks  of  Loch-Ness ;  and 
her  interment  may  be  noticed  as  being  among 
the  lingering  instances  of  a  genuine  Highland 
funeral,  where  the  wild  music  of  the  pipe,  the 
feast,  and  the  shell  formed  indispensable  ac- 
companiments of  the  obsequies." 

April  18.— The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  who  had  been 
kmg  Prime  Minister,  was  stricken  with  apo- 
plexy in  February,  but  retained  office  until 
April.  It  is  now  announced  that  George  Can- 
ning had  formed  a  new  Administration,  but  he 
was  opposed  by  a  strong  section  of  his  own 
party.  Seven  colleagues  resigned  on  his  ap- 
pointment as  Prime  Minister. 

Ibid. — The  town  of  Inverness  is  declared  to  be 
at  this  time  "in  a  state  of  immorality  and  dis- 
order, scarcely  ever  remembered."  There  were 
many  thefts  and  what  are  called  riots.  "Such 
is  the  disorderly  state  of  the  town  that  none 
but  a  bruve  man  dare  venture  to  be  out  after 
nightfall,  liable  as  he  is  to  be  insulted  or  to 
have  his  pocket  picked."  The  want  of  an 
efficient  police  force  encouraged  this  state  of 
things. 

Ibid. — The  previous  week  a  party  of  revenue 
men  were  compelled  to  retreat  from  Strathglass. 
They  put  up  at  the  public-house  at  Comar, 
and  were  warned  that  if  they  did  not  instantly 
return,  "after  what  they  hadi  already  de- 
stroyed," worse  would  happen  to  them.  Mr 
Macniven,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  party,  dis- 
regarded the  warning,  and  next  morning  set 
forward.  "About  two  miles  beyondi  the  pub- 
lic-house a  smart  fire  commenced  from  the  upper 
grounds  and  on  arriving  in  a  narrow  pass  of 
the  road1,  his  further  progress  was  opposed  by 
about  twenty  men,  armed  with  muskets  and 
arrayed  within  gunshot.  The  Revenue  party, 
consisting  of  ten  men,  being  armed  only  with 
pistols  and  short  cutlasses,  had  no  alternative 
but  to  retreat  from  the  determined  purpose  of 
slaughter  shown  by  the  smugglers,  and  retired 
accordingly  from  the  unequal  contest ;  nor  is  it 
of  any  avail  for  the  Revenue  officers  to  attempt 
a  seizure  in  that  quarter  until  powerfully  re- 
inforced and  efficiently  armed." 

Ibid. — The  prize  essay  by  Mr  John  Anderson  on 
the  state  of  the  Highlands  is  noticed  at  length 
in  this  issue. 

April  25.— "The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant  of 
Glenelg  has  paid  a  legacy  of  £200  left  \>j  his 
father  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  Christian 
Knowledge  in  Scotland.  Mr  Grant  has  made 
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a  further  donation  of  £50  from  himself  to  that 
Society." 

Ibid. — There  is  a  long  report  of  a  trial  of  three 
men  from  Caithness,  charged  with  mobbing 
and  rioting  at  the  Caithness  election.  They 
were  found  guilty  of  mobbing  -with  intent  to 
obstruct,  and  were  sentenced  to  three  months' 
imprisonment.  As  the  Jail  of  Wick  was  re- 
presented to  be  insufficient,  they  were  ordered 
to  be  confined  in  the  Jail  of  Tain. 

May  9.-*"Died  here  on  the  25th  ult.,  Mr  John 
Nicol,  aged  62.  The  character  of  Mr  Nicol 
afforded  an  eminent  example  of  the  power  and 
beauty  of  Christian  principle.  He  was  by 
trade  a  common  mason,  and  was  deprived  of  sigh't 
in  his  35th  year ;  yet  although  blind  and  com- 
paratively indigent,  he  became  an  instrument 
of  great  usefulness,  particularly  in  the  exten- 
sion of  religious  instruction  by  means  of  Sab- 
bath Schools;  and  he  was  regarded  among  a 
wide  circle  of  every  rank  as  an  object  of 
general  reverence  and  esteem,  for  he  adorned 
his  religious  profession  by  singular  devoted- 
ness,  uprightness,  and  sincerity.  His  death 
being  felt  as  a  public  loss,  several  of  the  Magi- 
strates and  clergy  of  the  town  appeared  as 
chief  mounters  at  his  funeral,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing Sabbath,  the  Rev.  John  Macdonald  of 
Urquhart  delivered  an  impressive  funeral  ser- 
mon to  a  crowded  congregation." 

May  23. — "We  gather  from  the  proceedings  in 
Parliament  that  a  great  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  every  branch  connected  with  the 
trade  of  the  manufacturing  districts.  There 
has  also  been  a  gradual  improvement  in  the 
receipts  of  the  revenue  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  quarter;  and  the  Minister's 
Budget  is  likely  to  be  much  more  satisfactory 
than  was  anticipated  three  months  ago." 

May  30. — At  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly,  a  hundred  gentlemen  who 
took  a  warm  interest  in  the  scheme  for  estab- 
lishing additional  schools  and  catechists  in  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  supped  in  the  Waterloo 
Hotel.  Principal  Baird  was  in  the  chair,  and 
the  croupiers  were  Lord  Glenorchy,  Macleod  of 
Macleod,  and  Dr  Chalmers.  It  was  mentioned 
that  35  schools  had  already  been  established, 
and  means  of  instruction  conveyed  to  2000  per- 
sons. The  success  of  the  scheme,  it  was  stated, 
was  specially  due  to  Dr  Baird.  It  may  be 
noted  that  this  supper  party  sat  till  two  o'clock 
a.m. 

Ibid. — The  University  of  Tubingen  conferred  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  on  Dr  J.  I.  Nicol, 
Inverness,  and  elected  him  a  member  of  the 
Faculty. 
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Ibid. — Lord  Francis  Leveson-Gower,  having  ac- 
cepted office  as  a  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury, 
had  to  seek  re-election  for  the  County  of  Suther- 
land. The  election  took  place  at  Dornoch  on 
the  23rd. 

June  13. — "We  notice  -with  great  satisfaction  the 
progress  of  several  improvements  in  the  way 
of  taking  down  old1  and  ruinous  houses  and 
building  new  and  handsome  ones  in  their  room. 
The  turnpike  and  the  projecting  turret  which 
for  upwards  of  a  century  disfigured  our  High 
Street  is  now  giving  way  for  a  fine  modern 
building  of  improved  construction.  An  old 
tenement  in  Bridge  Street,  opposite  the  Court- 
house has  likewise  been  taken  down,  and  a  new 
one  is  in  cour.se  of  being  built.  Tli«  Commer- 
cial Bankiaig  Company  have  contracted  for  an 
elegant  building  in  Church  Street,  and  our 
Theatre  in  Inglis  Street  has  been  converted1 
into  spacious  shops." 

Ibid. — The  Inverness  Bible  Societv  voted  £60  to 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  £20  to 
the  same  Society  to  circulate  Hebrew  Testa- 
ments among  the  Jews ;  £20  to  the  Irish  Evan- 
felical  Society ;  and  to  the  Edinburgh  Gaelic 
ociety  £20  in  aid  of  a  pocket  edition  of  the 
Gaelic'  Bible — in  all,  £120.— The  Northern 
Missionary  Society  held  its  twenty-sixth  anni- 
versary meeting  in  Inverness.  Collection  at 
tne  gate,  £46  10s;  donations  and  subscrip- 
tions, £23  15s. 

June  20. — The  Corn  Bill  promoted  by  the  Go- 
vernment was  met  in  the  House  of  Lords  by 
an  amendment,  proposed  by  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington. The  amendment  was  carried,  and 
the  bill  was  lost.  A  temporary  measure  was 
passed  releasing  corn  in  bond. 

June  27.— The  Duke  of  Gordon  died  on  the  17th 
curt,  at  his  residence  in  Mount  Street,  Berkeley 
Square,  London.  He  was  born  in  1743,  and 
succeeded  his  father  in  1752.  He  married  in 
1767  Jane,  daughter  of  William  Maxwell  of 
Monreath.  who  died  in  1812,  and  by  whom  he 
had  issue— George,  Marquis  of  Huntly,  born  in 
1770 ;  and1  five  daughters,  namely,  Duchess- 
Dowager  of  Richmond,  Lady  Margaret  Pal- 
mer, Duchess  of  Manchester,  Marchioness 
Cornwallis,  and  Duchess  of  Bedford.  The 
notice  of  the  Duke  says: — "To  those  who  en- 
joyed the  hospitality  of  Gordon  Castle  his  affa- 
bility was  peculiarly  pleasing.  It  was  not  the 
affected  condescension  of  the  great  man  to  his 
inferiors,  but  the  genuine  politeness  of  a  noble- 
man who  preserved  his  own  dignity  without 
forcing  on  others  the  consciousness  of  their  own 
humbler  lot.  He  was  for  more  than  half-a- 
century  in  possession  of  the  Gordon  Estates, 
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and  his  tenants  were  often  heard  to  remark,  in 
their  unsophisticated  style  of  praise,  'that  the 
Duke's  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.'  That 
his  Grace  had  failings  which,  embittered  his 
domestic  life  we  shall  neither  deny  nor  extenu- 
ate ;  but  in  spite  of  them  we  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  he  will  be  long  remembered  and 
deeply  regretted  by  those  who  had  the 'honour  of 
his  acquaintance."  The  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
who  had  long  been  a  man  of  mark  in  the  coun- 
try, now  succeeded  his  father  as  Duke  of  Gor- 
don. 

Ibid. — The  improved  state  of  the  country  is  the 
subject  of  a  long  article  connected  with  the 
annual  Sheep  and  Wool  Market.  As  to  this 
market,  the  writer  says: — "We  have  the  best 
grounds  for  knowing  that  about  120,000  stones 
of  wool  and  150,000  sheep  were  disposed  of  on 
terms  generally  agreeable  to  all  parties.  The 
prices  on  an  average  were  from  15  to  20  per 
cent,  higher  than  those  of  last  year,  and  more 
than  50  per  cent,  better  than  could  have  been 
justly  expected,  considering  the  state  of  the 
country  at  the  close  of  last  year  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  one." 

Ibid. — John  Peter  Grant,  Esq.  of  Rothiemur- 
chus  late  M.P.  for  Tavistock,  is  appointed  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Bom- 
bay. 

July  4. — There  is  a  notice  of  the  death  of  Mr 
Alexander  Wilson,  tenant  of  Gervally,  a  native 
of  Berwickshire,  who  had  been  brought  north 
in  1798  by  Mr  Gumming  of  Belugas  to  super- 
intend improvements  on  his  estate.  Mr  Wil- 
son afterwards  carried  out  improvements  at  Dun- 
phail  and  Logic,  and  Mr  Peterkin's  property  of 
Grange.  He  became  tenant  of  the  farms  of 
Downduff,  Logie,  Ardoch,  and  Gervally,  which 
"gave  him  complete  control  over  an  extensive 
range  of  the  twin  valleys  of  the  Findhorn  and 
Divie,  where  the  barren  parts  felt  the  full  in- 
fluence of  his  exertions,  and  the  rugged  wilder- 
ness became  a  smiling  land,  spreading  its  yel- 
low crops  widely  beneath  the  autumnal  sun." 
The  Counties  of  Moray  and  Nairn,  it  is  stated, 
benefited  greatly  by  his  superior  skill  in  engin- 
eering public  roads  and  other  country  opera- 
tions. He  is  spoken  of  as  a  man  of  great  in- 
dependence and  integrity,  and1  universally  re- 
spected. 

Ibid. — A  gang  of  thieves  who  had  long  infested 
the  town  of  Inverness  attacked  a  man  in  the 
Green  of  Muirtown,  and  robbed;  him  of  a 
pocket-book  containing  a  deposit  receipt  of 
£70.  It  is  stated  that  seven  persons  were  im- 
plicated, and  three  young  men  were  soon  ap- 
prehended. "The  state  of  the  town,"  says  the 
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paragraph,  "loudly  calls  for  the  establishment  of 
an  efficient  police,  and  a  power  to  inflict  sum- 
mary punishments  on  such  characters." 
July  11. — At  a  general  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  the  Gas  and  Water  Company,  the 
directors  gave  in  their  financial  report,  showing 
capital  stock  called  up  and  obligations  due  by 
the  Company  amounting  in  all  to  £8736.  The 
directors  did  not  think  it  would  be  prudent  or 
advantageous  as  yet  "to  commence  active  oper- 
ations in  the  water  department ;  but  they 
trusted  that  at  no  distant  period  this  improve- 
ment, so  long  and  so  much  wanted  in  Inverness, 
would  be  gone  into." 

July  25. — At  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  on  the 
15th  inst..  two  men  from  the  Cabrach  were 
tried  for  being  among  a  party  which  had  op- 
posed the  Revenue  officers  with  fire-arms.  The 
party  numbered  from  15  to  20  men,  and  fired 
several  volleys  at  the  officers,  wounding  one 
man.  The  accused,  who  pleaded  guilt v  to  de- 
forcement, were  sentenced  to  transportation 
for  life.  Other  two  had  been  charged.  One 
did  not  appear,  and  was  outlawed,  while  an 
objection  was  sustained  to  the  citation  of  the 
other. 

Ibid. — A  party  of  the  74th  Regiment,  whose 
depot  was  at  Perth,  was  detached  to  Castleton 
of  Braemar,  and  another  from  the  25th  Regi- 
ment at  Aberdeen  to  Corgarf,  with  the  view 
of  assisting  to  suppress  smuggling  in  fhese  quar- 
ters. 

August  1. — The  remains  of  the  late  Duke  of  Gor- 
don were  brought  north  to  Gordon  Castle, 
where  they  lay  in  state  for  several  days.  On 
the  24th  ult.  they  were  interred  with  great 
ceremony  in  the  family  tomb  in  Elgin 
Cathedral.  A  long  account  is  given  of  the 
funeral. 

August  8. — At  a  county  meeting,  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  to  erect  toll  gates  on  the  Fort- 
George  Road  and  the  Highland  Road  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Road  Act,  Mr  Mitchell 
being  authorised  to  erect  these  gates  where  he 
considered  proper.  The  meeting  resolved  to 
apply  for  powers  to  erect  further  tolls. 
Ibid. — The  death  is  announced  of  Mr  Charles 
Pickton,  teacher  of  the  Inverness  Central 
School,  where  he  had  charge  of  400  children, 
under  the  Lancastrian  system.  Mr  Pickton 
was  a  native  of  England,  and  at  the  head  of  a 
large  school  in  New  York  before  coming  to  In- 
verness. He  had  to  leave  the  States  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health.  In  Inverness  he  was  very 
successful  and  much  respected. 
August  15. — The  death  is  announced  of  the  Prjme 
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Minister,  George  Canning,  and  a  warm  tribute 
is  paid  to  his  talents  and  services. 

Ibid. — Lord  Colchester  was  at  this  time  in  the 
North  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary roads  and  bridges.  He  was  presented 
with  the  freedom  of  the  burghs  of  Inverness, 
Dingwall,  Tain,  and  Dornoch.  At,  Inverness, 
at  the  same  time,  Mr  Fraser  of  Lovat,  "who 
possesses  a  high  hereditary  claim  to  this  privi- 
lege," was  also  presented  with  the  freedom. 

August  22. — "John  Macdonald,  a  Highlander, 
died  at  Edinburgh  last  week  at  the  advanced 
age  of  107.  He  was  born  in  Glen-Tinsdale,  in 
the  Isle  of  Skye,  and  like  the  other  natives  of 
that  quarter,  was  bred  to  rural  labour.  Early 
one  morning,  while  looking  after  his  black 
cattle,  he  was  surprised  by  the  sight  of  two 
ladies,  as  he  thought,  winding  slowly  round  a 
hill,  and  approaching  the  spot  where  he  stood. 
When  they  came  up,  they  inquired  for  a  well 
or  stream  where  a  drink  of  water  could  be  ob- 
tained. He  conducted  them  to  the  Virgin 
Well,  an  excellent  spring,  which  was  held  in 
great  reverence  on  account  of  its  being  the 
scene  of  some  superstitious  and  legendary  tales. 
When  they  had  quenched  their  thirst,  one  of 
the  ladies  rewarded  Macdonald  with  a  shilling, 
the  first  silver  coin  of  which  he  was  possessed. 
At  their  own  request,  he  escoited  them  to  a 
gentleman's  house  at  some  distance ;  and  there, 
to  his  great  surprise  and  satisfaction,  he  learned 
that  the  two  'ladies'  were  Flora  Maodonald 
and  Prince  Charles  Stewart.  This  was  the 
proudest  incident  in  Maodonald's  patriarchal 
life,  and  when  surrounded  by  his  Celtic 
brethren,  he  used  to  dilate  on  all  the.  relative 
circumstances  with  a  sort  of  hereditary  en- 
thusiasm and  more  than  the  common  garrulity 
of  age.  He  afterwards  turned  joiner,  and  bore 
a  conspicuous  part  in  the  building  of  the  first 
Protestant  Church  which  was  erected  in  the 
Island:  of  North  Uist.  He  came  to  Edinburgh 
23  years  ago,  and  continued  to  work  at  his  trade 
ttll  he  was  97  years  of  age.  He  was  a  temper- 
ate, regular-living  man,  and  never  had  an  hour's 
sickness  in  the  whole  course  of  hig  life.  He 
nsed  to  dance  regularly  on  New-Year's  Days, 
along  with  some  Highland  friends,  to  the  bag- 
pipe. On  New- Year's  Day  1825,  he  danced  a 
reel  with  the  lather,  the  son,  the  grandson,  and 
great-grandson,  and  was  in  more  than  his  usual 
spirits.  His  hearing  was  nothing  impaired,  and 
till  within  three  weeks  of  his  demise  without 
glasses  he  could  have  threaded  the  finest 
needle  with  facility."  This  paragraph  is 
quoted  from  an  Edinburgh  paper. 
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August  29  — "Bandb  of  shearers  who  went  from 
our  Northern  Division  of  the  island  to  the 
South  in  search  of  employment,  as  for  maaiy 
years  they  have  been  wont  to  do  for  lack  of 
sufficient  work  at  home,  are  daily  returning  in 
the  meet  wretched  state  of  destitution.  The 
influx  of  Irish  into  the  South,  who  seem  will- 
ing to  work  for  the  merest  pittance,  appears 
to  have  rendered  the  harvest  labour  a  drug  in 
the  market.  To  keep  life  in  the  body,  some  of 
our  poor  country  people  report  they  would  work 
for  fourpence  a  day  and  their  maintenance ; 
but  even  this  they  could  not  obtain,  and  they 
are  now  begging  their  way  home." 

September  5.— On  Tuesday,  21st  ult.,  the  Rev. 
Roderick  Macrae  was  admitted  minister  of  the 
Government.  Church  lately  built  at  Shieldaig,  in 
the  parish  of  Applecross,  Presbytery  of  Lcoh- 
carron.  Mr  Macrae  had  laboured  for  upwards 
of  30  years  in  Torridon.  The  Dowager  Mrs 
Mackenzie  of  Applecross  presented  a  service  of 
plate  to  the  church  in  memory  of  her  daughter. 
"This,"  says  the  paragraph,  "is  the  first  set- 
tlement of  a  minister  that  has  as  yet  taken  place 
in  any  one  of  the  Government  churches  in  the 
Highlands." 

Ibid. — The  issue  contains  the  speech  delivered  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  1782  by  the  Hon. 
Archibald  Fraser  of  Lovat  in  seconding  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Marquis  of  Montrose  in  favour  of 
repealing  the  Act  making  it  illegal  to  wear  the 
Highland  dress. 

September  12. — Seven  toll  bars  are  reported  as 
in  course  of  erection,  one  on  the  Fort-George 
Road  below  the  f;irm  of  Seafield,  and  the  others 
between  Castlehill  and  Dalwhinnie.  This 
measure  led  to  proposals,  especially  by  the 
County  of  Sutherland,  for  the  reopening  of  the 
old  drove  roads.  Correspondence  appears  on 
the  subject  in  our  columns,  and  discussions 
took  place  at  county  meetings. 

September  26. — Three  young  men  who  robbed  a 
man  of  his  pocket-book  in  Telford  Street  in 
July  were  tried  atJ  the  Circuit  Court,  and  were 
each  sentenced  to  transportation  for  14  years. 
A  fourth  man  had  escaped. 

October  3. — John  Frederick  Lord  Cawdor  was 
created1  Viscount  Emlyn  and  Earl  Cawdor. 

Ibid. — James  Grant  of  Bught  was  elected  Pro- 
voBt  of  Inverness. 

Ibid. — The  Northern  Meeting  was  held  in  the  last 
week  of  September,  accompanied  by  the  races 
at  Duneancroy.  No  special  feature  is  re- 
ported. 

October  10. — Died,  at  Inverness,  on  the  27th 
ult.,  in  the  68th  year  of  her  age,  Mrs  Anna- 
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bella  Eraser,  widow  of  Mr  Alexander  Eraser, 
late  merchant  in  Inverness,  after  a  few  days' 
illness.  No  particulars  of  Mrs  Fraser's  life  are 
given,  but  her  character  and  good  -works  are 
spoken  of  in  such  terms  as  to  show  that  she 
occupied  a  place  of  importance  in  the  town. 
October  17.— James  Fowler  of  Raddery  elected 
Provost  of  Fortrose  ;  Alexander  Fraser  of  Inch- 
coulter,  Provost,  of  Dingwall ;  Right  Hon.  W. 
Dundas,  Lord  Register  of  Scotland,  Provost  of 
Tain. 

October  31. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  North- 
ern Institution  there  was  submitted  a,  letter  to 
the  Secretary  from  the  late  Right  Hon.  George 
Canning  in  return  for  a  copy  of  the  Prize  Essay 
published  by  the  Institution.  The  letter  was 
holograph,  and  was  written  but  shortly  before 
Mr  Canning  was  attacked  by  his  fatal  illness. 
It  was  dated  llth  July. 

November  7.— Intimation  is  made  that  the  Rev. 
Mr  Clark  was  to  preach  an  English  sermon 
every  Sunday  evening  at  6  o'clock  in  the  Gaelic 
Church.  "The  opportunity  of  public  worship 
is  hereby  afforded  to  those  who  are  not  other- 
wise employed  in  religious  exercises  on  tho 
Lord's  Day."  The  church  had  been  fitted  up 
with  gas  lights. 

Ibid. — The  new  Episcopal  Chapel  at  Fortrose  was 
opened  on  the  1st  inst.  After  the  usual  ser- 
vices an  important  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  Rev  Charles  Fyvie,  Inverness. 
November  14. — "Despatches  were  received  at  the 
Admiralty  on  Saturday  last,  announcing  the 
total  destruction  on  the  20t;i  of  October  of'  the 
combined  Turkish  and  Egyptian  Fleets  in  the 
Harbour  of  Navarino,  by  the  English,  French, 
and  Russian  squadrons.  Out  of  70  ships  of 
•war,  of  which  the  Turkish  Fleet  consisted,  only 
eight  of  the  smaller  vessels  escaped." 
Ibid.— "Owing  to  the  vigilance  of  Captain  Oliver, 
of  the  Kevenue  cutter  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
the  new  Excise  officers  on  shore,  smuggling  is 
now  so  completely  put  down  in  the  Long  Island 
that  there  is  actually  not  a  drop  of  illicit 
whisky  to  be  got  flrom  the  Butt  of  Lewis  to 
Barra  Head ;  and  there  is  probably  at  this 
moment  a  larger  supply  of  legal  whisky  on  its 
xrav  from  Greenock.  for  the  supply  of  Storno- 
way  alone,  than  was  ever  imported  into  the 
whole  Hebrides  before." 

Ibid. — The  issue  contains  a  long  and  interesting 
account  of  a  trip  through  the  Reay  country, 
in  Sutherland.  The  writer  describes  Loch- 
Shin.  Tongue,  the  moor  called  the  Moin,  Loch- 
Eriboll,  and  the  Durness  district.  The  Moin 
is  described  as  "in  many  parts  so  boggy  that 
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our  horses  frequently  sunk  beyond  their  knees." 

November  21. — In  this  number  there  is  a  notice 
of  the  first  edition  of  Chambers's  History  of 
the  '45.  An  extract  is  given  of  the  account  of 
the  Rout  of  Moy,  and  a  note  appended  to  it 
says  :  — "Lady  Drummuir's  House  is  the  third 
below  the  Mason  Lodge  in  Church  Street.  It 
is  still  a  house  of  respectable  appearance ;  but 
though  remarkable  as  the  best  house  in  the 
town,  and  the  only  one  containing  a  room  in 
which  there  was  not  a  bed,  it  is  now  but  one 
of  second-rate  quality  in  this  thriving  and  fast- 
improving  town.  The  bedroom  occupied  by 
the  Prince  and  Duke  is  at  the  back  of  the 
house,  with  a  window  commanding  a  view  of 
the  garden." 

November  28. — Previous  to  this  time  there  was 
no  path  to  the  Fall  of  Foyers.  Lord  Colchester, 
on  his  recent  visit,  suggested  that  an  access 
should  be  formed,  and  left  £5  with  Mr  Mitchell, 
C.E. ,  as  the  beginning  of  a  subscription  for 
this  purpose. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  long  letter,  with  an  introductory 
article,  on  the  subject  of  the  houses  of  the 
Highland  peasantry.  An  uncomfortable  pic- 
ture is  given  of  the  black  huts  with  the  outlet 
for  smoke  in  the  roof,  and  the  adjoining  cow- 
house, stable,  and  barn.  The  •writer  of  the 
letter  estimates  the  population  of  an  ordinary 
Highland  parish  at  2000,  and  says  that  three- 
fourths,  or  more  commonly  tour-fifths,  live  in 
black  huts.  He  thinks  that  there  are  500  huts 
and  500  outhouses,  making  a  total  of  1000 ; 
and  that  the  cost  of  erection  is  £12  a-piece,  or 
£12,000  for  the  parish.  Some  of  these  houses, 
however,  required  repair  every  two  or  three 
years,  and  none  could  do  without  repair  more 
than  five  years,  "so  that  every  five  years  they 
cost  in  repairing  about  half  the  original  price 
of  the  building."  The  writer  argued  for  the 
erection  of  a  better  class  of  house,  rather  more 
expensive  (he  puts  the  cost  at  £20!),  but  more 
durable  and  therefore  more  economical. 

December  12. — "The  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  in  consequence  of  a  representa- 
tion made  to  then  of  the  scarcity  of  Bibles  in 
the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland,  have 
requested  the  Inverness-shire  Bible  Society  to 
take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  supplying 
the  wants  of  the  people,  so  far  as  it  is  practi- 
cable to  ascertain  them.  For  this  end  two 
thousand  Gaelic  Bibles  and  Testaments  and 
English  Scriptureb  to  the  value  of  £100  were 
voted'  on  the  3rd  inst.  for  cheap  sale  and 
gratuitous  distribution,  to  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Inverness-shire  Society.  These  are  given 
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as  a  first  grant,  with  the  express  understanding 
that  further  and  ample  grants  are  to  be  ex- 
pected so  soon  as  these  are  disposed  of." 

Ibid. — The  Earl  of  Moray  presented1  the  Rev.  Mr 
Ferries,  Avoch,  to  the  Church  of  Edinkillie, 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Rev.  Mr  Mocfarlane, 
the  previous  incumbent. 

December  19. — "The  beneficial  consequences  of 
Lord  Colchester's  recent  visit  to  the  Highlands 
begin  to  manifest  themselves.  The  heavy  and 
impolitic  dues  on  the  Caledonian  Canal  which 
amounted  almost  to  a  prohibition  of  the  use 
of  that  great  and  useful  work  have  been  re- 
duced one-half.  .  .  The  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land owe  much  to  the  labours  of  this  Noble- 
man. Not  only  the  Canal,  but  the  great  lines 
of  roads  through  the  Northern  Counties  were 
executed  by  ai  Commission  of  which  he  was  a 
leading  and  representative  member,  and  his 
recent  visit  to  this  county  was,  we  believe, 
undertaken  with  a  view  to  consolidate  and  com- 
plete the  great  works  of  internal  communica- 
tion, both  by  land  and  water,  to  which  his 
labours  have  been  so  long  and  so  happilv 
directed." 
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No.  IV. 

The  administration  of  Lord  Goderich. 
which  has  been  aptly  described  as  "the 
weakest  administration  of  the  century,"  came 
to  an  end  at  the  close  of  1827,  and  a  new 
Government  came  into  office  at  the  beginning 
of  1828,  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington  as 
Prime  Minister  and  Sir  Robert  Peel  as  Home 
Secretary.  The  Whig  section,  led  by 
Huskisson,  joined  the  reconstructed  Ministry, 
but  there  was  friction  from  the  outset,  and 
by-and-bye  pronounced  differences  of  opinion 
appeared.  The  session  is  memorable  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation  Acts, 
which  removed  the  disabilities  of  Dissenters, 
and  was  a  victory  for  the  Whigs. 

In  April  1828  Mr  Robert  Carruthers  came 
to  Inverness  as  editor  of  the  "Courier,"  and 
three  years  afterwards  became  proprietor. 
Ho  conducted  the  paper  with  unrivalled  dis- 
tinction for  the  long  period  of  fifty  years. 
At  the  splendid  banquet  to  which  he  was 
entertained  in  1871,  Dr  Carruthers  gave  inter- 
esting reminiscences  of  his  arrival  in  Inver- 
ness and  of  his  early  experiences. — 

"  I  have  a  very  vivid  recollection,"  he  said,  "of 
my  first  journey  in  the  Highlands,  from  Perth  to 
Inverness,  and  of  tlie  interest  and  anxiety  with 
which  I  watched  from  the  top  of  the  mail  coach 
every  turn  of  that  wild,  sinuous,  picturesque  road, 
which 

'Winds  with  the  vale  and  wins  the  long  ascent." 

It  was  in  spring  of  1828,  forty-three  years  and  a- 
half  since,  and  I  had  brought  with  me  a  letter 
received  shortly  before  from  our  late  townsman, 
Mr  Roderick  Reach,  who  was  then,  along  with, 
another  valued  friend,  Provost  Ferguson,  a  pro- 
prietor of  the  'Courier.'  The  Reform  Bill  broke 
up  that  business  connection,  as  it  did  many  other 
connections,  and  in  the  year  1831  threw  the  paper 
entirely  into  my  own  hands,  but  it  caused  no 
estrangement  or  coldness  on  the  part  of  my  early 
and  affectionate  Inverness  friends.  Mr  Reach 
afterwards  removed  to  London,  and  became  the 
prince  of  newspaper  correspondents,  in  which 
capacity  I  was  largely  indebted  to  him.  He  was 
a  man  of  a  kind  and  generous  nature,  of  very 
striking  and  varied  talent." 

Dr  Carruthers  mentioned  the  fact  that  the 
first  editor  of  the  paper  was  Mrs  Johnstone, 
a  lady  who  afterwards  attained  considerable 
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reputation  as  the  author  of  several  books  and 
the  editor  of  Tait's  Magazine.  She  had  left, 
however,  about  three  years  before  Carruthers 
came,  and  in  the  interval  the  paper  had  been 
somewhat  neglected.  "To  be  local  and  to  be 
useful"  was  the  chief  desire  of  the  new  editor, 
and  the  change  was  at  once  visible  in  the 
news  columns.  Dr  Carruthers  points  out 
that  a  busy  and  stormy  period  as  regards 
public  affairs  set  in  with  the  year  1828. 
"Indeed,"  he  said,  "1828  stands  as  a  sort  of 
isthmus  between  the  old  and  the  new  systems 
of  Government.  The  Duke  of  Wellington 
and  Sir  Robert  Peel  were  in  office ;  Lord 
Eldon  still  clung  to  the  Great  Seal.  But 
Ministers  looked  one  way  and  rowed  another. 
They  had  adopted  Lord  John  Russell's  re- 
solution for  repealing  the  Test  and  Corpora- 
tion Acts,  thus  freeing  the  Dissenters  from 
the  nominal  restriction  or  stigma  which  de- 
graded them."  It  was  the  new  editor's  first 
duty  to  chronicle  the  second  mading  of  the 
bill,  and  it  gave  him  great  satisfaction  to 
congratulate  the  country  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Premier  and  the  Government.  He 
mentions  in  his  speech  some  of  the  taxes  on 
knowledge  which  then  existed.  "The  news- 
paper of  1828  was  a  small,  meagre  sheet,  price 
sevenpence,  burdened  with  a  paper  duty  of 
threepence  per  pound  weight,  a  stamp  duty 
of  fourpence  on  every  sheet,  and  a  duty  of 
three  shillings  and  sixpence  on  every  ad- 
vertisement. In  1828  we  had  just  three 
newspapers  north  of  Aberdeen — two  in  In- 
verness and  one  in  Elgin,  then  recently 
established."  The  last  mentioned  was  the 
"Elgin  Courier,"  conducted  by  Mr  James 
Grant,  afterwards  editor  of  the  "Morning 
Advertiser." 

The  dissensions  in  the  Duke  of  Wellington's 
Cabinet  came  to  a  head  in  May.  "The 
Ministry,"  says  Mr  Spencer  Walpole,  "had  not 
lasted  for  half-a-year,  but  it  had  been  rent 
during  the  whole  period  by  internal  divisions. 
The  members  of  it  held  radically  different 
views  on  almost  every  question  which  came 
before  them.  They  could  not  agree  upon 
foreign  policy;  they  could  not  agree  upon 
the  corn-laws ;  they  could  not  agree  about 
Reform  ;  they  only  abstained  from  quarrelling 
on  the  Roman  Catholic  question  because  they 
had  agreed  from  the  first  to  differ  upon  it." 
The  first  rupture  occurred  on  the  Corn  Bill, 
but  it  was  patched  up,  although  Charles 
Grant  was  with  difficulty  prevented  from  re- 
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signing.  Then  came  a  dispute  about  the 
disfranchisement  of  the  borough  of  East  Bet- 
ford,  which  returned  two  members,  and  had 
been  proved  to  be  corrupt.  On  the  question 
whether  the  two  seats  should  be  transferred 
to  the  adjacent  hundred  or  given  to  the 
town  of  Birmingham,  Peel  supported  the 
enfranchisement  of  the  hundred  and  Hus- 
kisson voted  against  it.  On  going  home, 
Huskisson  wrote  a  hasty  letter  to  the  Duke 
of  Wellington,  giving  him  the  opportunity  of 
"placing  my  office  in  other  hands,"  and  the 
Duke,  wearied  with  dissensions,  treated  this 
as  a  resignation,  and  accepted  it.  The  re- 
tirement of  Huskisson  was  followed  by  that 
of  Palmerston,  Grant,  Dudley,  and  Lamb. 
"Grant,  brilliant  but  irresolute,  had  with 
difficulty  been  dissuaded  from  resigning  in 
March.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  persuad- 
ing him  to  resign  in  May." 

Among  the  new  appointments  was  that  of 
Vesey  Fitzgerald,  the  member  for  Clare,  as 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
appointment  vacated  the  seat,  and  Daniel 
O'Connell  contested  it  with  him,  and  was 
triumphantly  returned.  The  question  of 
Catholic  Emancipation  was  thus  brought  to 
a  crisis.  During  the  rest  of  the  year  there 
was  violent  agitation  in  Ireland,  which  by- 
and-bye  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Peel  and  the  Duke  were  forced  to  consider 
the  situation  afresh,  and  at  the  opening  of 
Parliament  in  1829  they  accepted  the  neces- 
sity, and  announced  that  they  were  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  Catholic  Emancipation. 

From  the  "Inverness  Courier." 
1828. 

January  2. — The  report  of  a  meeting  of  the  North- 
era  Institution  says: — "A  very  novel  kind  of 
a  donation  was  presented  at  this  meeting,  being 
no  other  than  a  live  alligator  from  John  Fraser, 
Esq. ,  merchant,  Charlestown,  Carolina,  a 
native  of  Inverness.  The  animal  was  but 
young,  and  his  confinement  appears  to  have 
rendered  him  comparatively  tame."  One  would 
like  to  know  what  became  of  that  alligator.  It 
was  an  uncanny  gift  for  a  Scientific  Society. 

January  23  and  30. — The  first  date  is  absent  from 
the  file.  It  contained  an  account  of  the  death 
of  Macdonell  of  Glengarry,  who  was  killed  on 
the  14th  of  January,  when  he  jumped  ashore 
from  the  wrecked  steamer  "Stirling  Castle"  at 
Cotran,  near  Fort-William.  In  the  issue  of 


1828]          File  of  Inverness  Courier.  43 

the  30th  there  are  spirited  verses  which  de- 
scribe him  as  "like  his  own  mountain  torrent, 
impetuous  and  proud,"  and  proceed — 

"Noble  his  form  was  and  lordly  his  bearing, 
Well  suited  the  tartan  and  heather  his  wear- 
ing, 
And   ne'er  did  the   erne  his   dark  plumage 

bestow, 
To  nod  o'er  a  statelier,  manlier  brow." 

Glengarry  was  the  last  Highland  Chief  who 
adhered  to  tlie  style  of  living  of  his  ancestors, 
and  went  about  with  a  full  retinue  of  kilted 
attendants,  who  went  by  the  name  of  "Glen- 
garry's tail."  The  historians  of  the  Clan  Don- 
ald admit  that  he  had  grave  faults  of  character 
which  often  led  him  into  serious  scrapes ;  but 
they  also  dwell  on  liis  noble  qualities.  "Many 
of  his  faults  were  traceable  to  his  having  been 
left,  like  Byron,  without  a  strong  guiding  hand 
in  youth,  lacking  the  discipline  so  greatly 
needed  by  a  nature  so  intense  and  volcanic  as 
his  On  the  other  hand,  his  virtues  were  all 
hw  own.  He  was  kind-hearted  and  generous, 
and  dispensed  a  noble  hospitality,  so  that  ona 
of  thei  gentlemen  of  his  own  Clan  has  truly 
placed  on  record  that  Glengarry  liad  the  he,irt 
of  a  prince."  His  lavish  expenditure  embar- 
rassed his  estates,  and  ultimately  led  to  their 
being  sold.  Scott  is  supposed  to  have  drawn 
many  of  the  feat-res  of  Fergus  M'lvor  from 
the  character  of  Glengarry,  whom  he  knew 
well. 

January  30. — "Died  at  Xessbank,  Inverness,  on 
the  23rd  inst.,  after  a  short  and  severe  illness, 
in  the  67th  year  of  his  age,  Captain  Robert 
Sutherland  of  -\essbank,  formerly  of  the  72nd 
Regiment  of  Foot."  The  paper  devotes  an 
article  of  some  length  to  Captain  Sutherland, 
who  was  evidently  a  man  of  humour,  talent,  and 
sterling  character,  as  well  as  of  varied  experi- 
ence. "He  had  spent  his  early  life  in  India, 
and  had  seen  much  of  the  world,  ifs  manners 
and  customs.  He  had  turned  these  opportuni- 
ties to  good  account ;  he  had  observed  and  read1 
much,  but  l-.ad  reflected  more.  His  home  had 
long  been  on  the  'tented  field  and  stormy  sea,' 
and  he  inclined  occasionally  to  relate  anecdotes 
of  the  times  when  Cornwallis  directed  the  ener- 
gies of  British  soldiers  on  the  plains  of  Hindos- 
tan  and  Hughes  battled  on  the  wave.  To 
these  anecdotes  he  could  impart  that  interest 
which  arises  from  clear  recollection  and  lucid 
arrangement  of  the  facts." 

Ibid. — There  is  an  article  on  eminent  living  per- 
sons of  the  name  of  Grant.  They  make  a  dis- 
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tinguished  roll.  There  were  eight  living  per- 
sons of  the  name  who  were  then,  or  bad  been, 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

February  6. — The*  remains  of  Glengarry  were  in- 
terred on  the  1st  inst.  There  was  a  large 
gathering.  About  150  gentlemen  sat  down  to 
dinner  at  noon  in  a  room  in  the  Square  of 
Glengarry,  and  the  other  attendants,  number- 
ing about  1500,  were  plentifully  supplied  with 
bread,  cheese,  and  whisky.  "The  procession 
commenced  about  two  o'clock  afternoon,  and 
reached  Kilfinnun,  the  place  of  interment,  dis- 
tant about  five  miles  from  Invergarry,  between 
four  and  five  o  clock.  The  body,  enclosed  in  a 
double  coffin,  lead  and  wood,  was  borne  breast- 
high  by  [the  number  is  indistinct]  Highland- 
ers, who  were  relieved  at  regular  intervals.  The 
day  was  uncommonly  tempestuous  ;  and  the  pro- 
cession had  to  pass  through  a  swollen  burn, 
reaching  above  the  knees  of  the  people  in  the 
procession.  The  whole  ceremony  was  over  by 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  chief  mour- 
ner was  the  young  Chief  of  Glengarry,  the  only 
surviving  son  of  the  late  Mac  Mhic  Alister. 
Young  Glengarry  was  dressed  in.  the  full  High- 
land ga.rb  of  his  ancestors,  with  an  eagle's 
feather  in  his  bonnet,  covered  with  crape.  He 
was  supported  by  his  maternal  uncle,  Lord 
Medwyn,  and  his  paternal  uncle,  Uolonel  Mac- 
donell,  of  the  Guards.  Some  hundreds  of  the 
people  were  arrayed  in  the  Highland  garb  ; 
the  mournful  pibroch  was  wailed  forth  by  the 
pipers ;  and  none  of  the  formalities  usually 
attendant  on  the  obsequies  of  a  great  chief 
•were  omitted ;  at  least  none  that  were  fitted  to 
give  a  character  of  impressiveness  to  the  sol- 
emnity. I3y  the  judicious  arrangements  made, 
those  scenes  of  drunkenness  and  quarrelling 
which  in  former  days,  and,  we  are  ashamed  to 
add,  in  more  recent  times,  have  disgraced 
similar  occasions  in  the  Highlands  were  pre- 
vented. The  whole  was  conducted  with  the 
utmost  order,  decorum,  and  solemnity,  suited 
to  the  mournfulnesn  of  the  occasion  and  the 
better  sense  of  propriety  which  begins  to  pre- 
vail in  the  Highlands."  Colonel  Macdonell, 
mentioned  above,  the  brother  of  Glengarry,  was 
the  hero  of  Hougoinont  at  the  battle  of  Water- 
loo. 

March  5. — On  the  23rd  ult.  there  was  the  for- 
mality of  a  county  election,  on  the  acceptance 
by  the  Bight  Hon.  Charles  Grant  of  the  offices 
of  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  Mr  Grant  was  re- 
elected  without  opposition.  The  motion  for 
his  return  was  made  by  Colonel  Macdonell,  of 
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the  Guards,  and  seconded  by  Mackintosh  of 
Mackintosh.  Mr  Charles  Grant  was  not  him- 
self present,  but  was  represented  by  his  brother, 
William  Tuonias  Grant,  who  presided  at  the 
usual  dinner  given  by  the  newly-elected  mem- 
ber. 

March  12. — "Our  Jail  at  present  contains  no  less 
than  twenty  offenders  against  the  Excise  laws, 
fined  in  penalties  from  £6  to  £20.  Four  of 
these  poor  people  are  women;  one  of  them  70 
years  old." 

Ibid. — The  following  paragraph  is  quoted  from  a 
book  of  tours  in  Scotland  by  Robert  Chambers  : 
— "Cromarty  is  one  of  tfie  neatest,  cleanest, 
prettiest  towns  of  the  size  in  Scotland.  It  is 
not  a  Royal  burgh,  though  the  chief  town  in 
the  vagrant,  incomprehensible  county  to  winch 
it  gives  a  name.  It  lies  upon  a  promontory  jut- 
ting into  the  Firth,  and  the  ground  being 
slightly  elevated,  it  has  the  advantage  of  a  dry 
as  well  as  a  pleasant  situation.  Most  of  the 
houses  are  whitewashed,  owing  to  tie  gener- 
osity of  a  candidate  for  the  representation  of 
the  county  in  Parliament,  who,  anxious  to 
gather  golden  opinions  from  all  sorts  of  men, 
offered  thus  to  adorn  the  house  of  anv  person 
who  so  desired  ;  the  consequence  of  wliich  has 
been  that  Cromarty  came  cleaner  out  of  the 
election  business  of  1826  than  perhaps  any  other 
town  in  his  Majesty's  dominions." 
March  6. — A  quotation  from  a  paper  which  pub- 
lishes "Parliamentary  Portraits"  describes  the 
member  for  the  County  of  Inverness.  The 
writer  speaks  of  his  knowledge  not  only  of  the 
great  interests  of  the  country,  but  of  minor 
details,  and  proceeds — "Mr  Grant's  views  are 
altogether  liberal  and  enlarged  ;  and  he  is  fully- 
impressed  with  the  truth  of  those  theories  of 
Mr  Huskfeson  of  which  the  country  is  be- 
ginning to  reap  the  benefit.  Independently  of 
this  office  knowledge — perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant for  Mr  Grant's  province — as  a  speaker 
he  ihas  very  high  pretensions.  Indeed,  with 
the  exception  of  Tierney,  Brougham,  and  Mack- 
intosh, perhaps  Mr  Grant  is  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  men  in  the  Lower  House.  To  great 
enthusiasm  of  mind  he  joins  much  fervency  and 
impressiveness  of  manner ;  and  his  language  is 
strong,  nervous,  sustained,  and  in  a  high  de- 
gree oratorical.  Hi-health,  however,  joined  to 
constitutional  indolence  or  timidity,  or  perhaps 
that  deep  religious  feeling  with  which  he  is 
imbued,  have  prevented  Mr  Grant  from  taking 
the  active  part  in  debate  for  which  his  talents, 
his  station,  his  knowledge,  and  experience  so 
admirably  fit  him.  This  is  lamented  by  his 
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friends,  as  well  as  the  country,  who  are  the 
chief  losers  by  his  silence." 

March  26.— Sir  Alan  Cameron,  K.C.B.,  Lieut- 
General,  who  largely  by  his  personal  influence 
raised  the  79th  or  Cameron  Highlanders,  died 
at  Fulham,  Middlesex,  on  9th  March.  A 
sketch  of  his  active  career  is  given  in  this  issue. 
The  closing  sentences  are  pathetic: — "A  great 
sufferer  in  body  from  severe  infirmities,  con- 
tracted by  continued  exposures  and  fatigues  in 
service,  isir  Alan  nevertheless  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age.  But  he  was  doomed  to  see  his 
family  drop  around  him — his  youngest  son, 
when  his  aide-de-camp,  early  in  the  Peninsular 
campaign  from  privations  and  fatigues ;  his 
eldest  when  gallantly  leading  on  the  immediate 
advance  of  the  "British  at  Fuentes  d' 
Onor,  his  nephew  and  his  orphan  grandson, 
both  of  whom  perished  from  the-  baneful  effects 
of  West  Indian  service.  His  nephew  was  the 
officer  who,  holding  only  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 
bravely  led  on  the  Cameron  Highlanders  at  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  when  all  his  superior  officers 
had  been  either  killed  or  wounded.  Of  his  own 
immediate  kindred,  Sir  Alan  has  left  only  one 
son,  Lieut. -Colonel  Cameron,  who  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  the  corps  was  disbanded, 
commanded  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Came- 
ron, Highlanders,  and  who  followed  to  the  grave 
the  worn-out  remains  of  his  aged  and  veteran 
parent." 

April  2. — A  paragraph  on  shipbuilding  at  Inver- 
ness says  that  it  was  only  within  a  few  years 
that  this  branch  of  industry  had  been  carried 
on  to  any  extent  at  the  port.  "Of  late,  how- 
ever, several  fine  vessels  have  been  built 
here;  one  of  them,  the  Caledonia,  now  in  the 
London  and  Inverness  trade,  was  much  admired 
for  the  beauty  of  her  model  and  the  excellence 
of  her  workmanship.  She  was  built  by  Mr 
Munro.  We  learn  that  another  fine  smack,  in- 
tended for  the  Inverness  and  Leith  trade,  will 
be  launched  from  his  yard  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days.  He  has  also  a  brig  and  schooner  on 
the  stocks  pretty  far  advanced,  Bo  that  we 
shall  have  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  not  less 
than  three  launches  from  his  yard  within  a  very 
short  time  of  each  other." 

April  16. — Macleod  of  Macleod  was  elected  M.P. 
for  the  .Burgh  of  Sudbury,  in  Suffolk.  His 
opponent,  the  unsuccessful  candidate,  was  John 
Abel  Smith,  of  the  banking  firm  of  Smith, 
Payne,  &  Smith. 

Airil  &>, — This  issue  bears  the  inrnrint — "Printed 
by  R.  Carruthers  for  the  Proprietors." 

Tbid. — An  article  appears  on  the  state  of  the  poor 
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in  Inverness,  the  facts  being  derived  from  a 
report  drawn  up  by  a  Committee  of  the  Society 
for  the  Suppression  of  Begging.  The  annual 
produce  of  the  Kirk-Session  funds  (including 
£100  from  collections  at  church  doors) 
amounted  to  £367.  The  Society  just  men- 
tioned seems  to  have  been  disappointed  in  its 
work.  The*  Sub-Committee  agreed  in  condemn- 
ing all  public  and  systematic  support  of  the 
poor,  excepting  that  of  Kirk-Sessions,  and  re- 
commending the  ancient  gratuitous  system, 
whose  ostensible  resources  are  the  Kirk-Session 
funds  and  occasional  collections.  They  had 
taken  this  idea  from  the  success  of  Dr  Chal- 
mers's work  in  Glasgow,  but  the  Editor  pointed 
put  that  this  success  was  due  to  the  personal 
influence  of  the  great  preacher  and  organiser. 

April  30. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Northern  Insti- 
tution there  was  read  a  memoir  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Gordon,  the  first  President  of  the  Society, 
prepared  by  Sir  Thomas  Dick  Liuder.  "His 
Grace's  attainments  and  practical  acquaintance 
with  almost  every  branch  of  science,  and  especi- 
ally mechanical  philosophy,  and  the  encourage- 
ment he  bestowed  on  every  institution  designed 
for  the  improvement  of  this  oountry,  are  gener- 
ally known  and  appreciated,  and  were  done 
ample  justice  to  in  this  memoir."  It  is  stated 
that  not  the  least  interesting  part  of  the  memoir 
was  a.  sketch  of  his  Grace's  secretary  and 
librarian,  Mr  Jamas  Hoy,  who  was  an  inmate 
of  Gordon  Castle  for  46  years.  He  was  a  native 
of  Selkirkshire.  Mr  Hoy  was  a  devoted  stu- 
dent of  astronomy,  entomology,  and  botanv. 
He  was  quite  indifferent  either  to  fame  or  riches. 
"When  his  kind  and  indulgent  patron  voluntar- 
ily offered  him  an  addition  to  his  sixty  pound 
salary,  he  replied — 'Keep  it  to  yoursel',  my 
Lord  Duke,  I'm  no  needin'  mair;  ye  hae  as 
muckle  need  o't  as  I  hae.' "  Hoy  was  a 
Seceder,  and  every  Sunday,  wet  or  dry,  rode 
into  Elgin  to  attend1  the  Seceder  Chapel.  He 
left  orders  in  his  will  that  his  remains  should 
be  interred  in  the  Church-yard  of  the  Cathedral, 
"near  his  auld  frien'  Mr  "Duncan,  the  Seceder 
minister,"  to  whom  he  had:  listened  for  so 
many  years. 

Ibid. — There  are  long  and  interesting  extracts 
from  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  Roads 
and  Bridges,  prepared  apparently  by  Mr  Joseph 
Mitchell,  C.E.  It  is  stated  that  during  the 
summer  no  fewer  than  seven  different  stage 
coaches  passed  daily  to  and  from  Inverness. 
Three  of  these,  including  the  mail,  ran  between 
Inverness  amd  Aberdeen;  one  between  Inver- 
ness and  Perth  along  the  Highland  Road ;  two 


4S  Inverness  Courier  Index.  [1S28 

between  Inverness  and  Dingwall,  Invergordon, 
Cromarty,  and  Tain  ;  and  the  mail  coach  along 
the  Northern  Coast  road  from  Inverness  to 
Wick  and  Thurso.  Previous  to  1800  there  was 
no  public  coach  in  ttie  Highlands.  In  that 
year  an  attempt  was  made  to  establish  coaches 
between  Inverness  and  Perth  and  Inverness  and 
Aberdeen,  but  at  that  time  they  had  to  be  dis- 
continued. As  to  steam  communication,  the 
report  says  that  the  previous  year  "three  steam- 
boats plied  regularly  for  the  conveyance  of  pas- 
sengers along  the  Caledonian  Canal,  and  five 
others  from  Glasgow  along  the  West  Coast,  and 
to  the  different  islands  of  Skye,  Mull,  Islay,  &c. , 
as  well  as  one  occasionally  from  Leith  along 
the  East  Coast  to  Inverness." 

May  7. — "The  Test  and  Corporation  Acts  are 
at  length  repealed.  On  Monday  se'enight  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  without  a 
division.  The  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton on  this  occasion  reflects  upon  him  the 
highest  honour,  and.1  will,  we  doubt  not,  be  pro- 
perly appreciated  by  the  nation." 

Ibid. — At  a  public  meeting  in  Inverness  it  was 
resolved  that  the  ministers  and  elders  should 
have  the  entire  management  of  the  poor,  "in- 
cluding the  Kirk-Session  fund  and  the  Soup 
Kitchen  Society." 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  Commissioners  of  Supply 
at  Tain,  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Kilcoy  was  ap- 
pointed Convener  of  the  County. 

May  14. — "There  are  no  less  than  six  natives  arod 
proprietors  of  Inverness-shire  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  at  the  present  time,  viz., 
the  Right  Hon.  C.  Grant,  returned  for  the 
County  of  Inverness  ;  the  Hon.  Colonel  Grant, 
for  the  county  of  Moray ;  Colonel  Baillie  of 
Iieys,  for  Hedon  ;  Jo'nn  Stewart,  Esq.  of  Bella- 
drum,  for  Beverley ;  Macleod  of  Macleod,  for 
Sudburv ;  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  for  Knares- 
borougn  ;  and  Robert  Grant,  Esq.  of  Dromore, 
for  the  Inverness  Burghs." 

May  21. — Mr  Thomas  Gilzean  of  Bunaghton  had 
resigned  the  office  of  Sheriff-Substitute  of  the 
County  of  Inverness,  and  Mr  John  Edwards, 
solicitor  in  Inverness,  was  appointed  his  suc- 
cessor. "Mr  Gilzean  was,  we  believe,  the 
oldest  Sheriff-Substitute  in  Scotland ;  he  was 
appointed  in  the  year  1785,  and  during  the 
long  period  of  43  years  he  -has  been  the  Chief 
Magistrate  resident  in  this  quarter.  .  .  Mr 
Gilzean  was  an  active,  able,  and  upright  judge, 
devoting  his  whole  tame  and  mind  to  the  dit- 
charge  of  the  important  duties  with  which  ha 
was  entrusted.  Business  was  to  him  both  a 
duty  and  a  recreation," 
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Ibid. — The  Church  Courts  of  Ross-shire  had  be- 
fore them  at  this  time  the  case  of  the  Parish 
of  Kilteam.  There  were  differences  of  long 
•tending  between  the  minister  aaid  his 
parishioners.  The  church,  it  is  reported,  was 
utterly  forsaken  by  the  people,  and  there  were 
no  less  than  forty  children  in  the  parish  who 
had  Tiot  been  baptised. 

May  28. — "Several  gentlemen  of  Inverness  and 
its  vicinity  have  long  entertained  a  wish  that 
bridges  should  be  erected  over  the  River  Ness 
at  the  western  extremity  of  the  town,  in  order 
to  open  up  the  Island  to  the  public  and  to 
connect  the  walks  on  the  opposite  banks  of 
the  river.  The  Island  is  upwards  of  four  acres 
in  extent,  and  is  unquestionably  the  most 
beautiful  spot  in  the  environs  of  Inverness.  It 
is  now,  however,  inaccessible  to  the  public,  and 
the  individuals  with  whom  the  proposed  im- 
provement originated  conceive  that  to  form  an 
easy  access  to  the  Island  by  means  of  chain 
tension  bridges,  and  to  lay  it  out  in  graceful 
and  varied!  walks,  would  at  once  form  a  last- 
ing ornament  to  the  town,  a  powerful  attrac- 
tion to  strangers,  and  a  source  of  healthful  re- 
creation amd  enjoyment  to  the  inhabitants." 
This  is  the  first  paragraph  in  an  advertise- 
ment, and  a  list  of  subscriptions  follows, 
amounting  to  £458.  The  Duke  of  Gordon  gave 
£30,  and  Mr  Charles  Grant,  M.P.  ;  Mr  Robert 
Grant,  M.P.  ;  and  Mr  David  Inglis,  Marden 
Park,  London,  gave  50  guineas  each.  Provost 
Grant,  Mr  John  Ross  of  Berbice,  and  Mr  John 
Ross,  agent  for  the  British  Linen  Company's 
Bank,  each  gave  10  guineas.  A  paragraph 
states  that  there  were  well-frequented  walks 
on  each  side  of  the  river  as  far  as  the  Island 
(the  spelling  is  still  in  the  singular  number, 
though  it  subsequently  appears  that  then,  as 
now,  there  were  two  islands),  but  hitherto 
there  had  been  no  bridges. 

Ibid. — There  is  an  interesting  article,  evidently 
written  by  the  new  editor,  on  t!he  Highland 
peasantry  and;  smuggling.  It  states  that  smug- 
gling had  of  late  years  diminished,  though  in 
some  parishes  it  had  increased.  "Thus  in  the 
Black  Isle,  which  formerly  literally  swarmed 
with  smugglers,  there  is  scarcely  one  left, 
whereas  in  the  district  of  Strathgass  they  have 
increased  prodigiously."  The  writer  calculates 
that  after  paying  cost  of  materials,  the  smug- 
gler made  only  from  ten  to  twelve  shillings  to 
cover  time,  labour,  fuel,  and  the  wear  and  tear 
of  his  distilling  apparatus.  "Yet  in  spite  of 
repeated  seizures,  fines,  and  imprisonment,  he 
clings  to  the  illicit  traffic  with  astonishing  per- 
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tinacity.  There  are  now  in  the  Jail  of  Inver- 
ness two  men  convicted!  of  smuggling,  and  im- 
prisoned for  non-payment  of  their  fines,  whose 
wives  have  since  been  detected  in  committing 
the  same  offence." 

June  4. — The  political  news  of  the  day  is  the  split 
in  the  Government.  There  was  special  interest 
in  the  matter  in  the  Highlands,  as  Charles 
Grant  had'  resigned  the  office  of  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

Ibid. — At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly 
there  was  a  report  on  the  state  of  education  in 
the  Highlands  and  Islands  submitted  by  Princi- 
pal Baird.  Within  the  two  previous  years  70 
schools  had  been  established,  and  5670  children 
were  being  educated  from  the  funds  of  the  As- 
sembly. Dr  Baird  and  Dr  Norman  Macleod 
of  Campsie  had  made  a  tour  of  inspection 
throughout  the  Highlands,  travelling  upwards 
of  1600  miles,  and  spending  two  months  on  the 
journey.  The  great  body  of  heritors  deserved 
much  praise  for  their  liberality  in  support  of 
the  schools.  An  Association  had  also  been 
formed  "for  the  education  of  the  female  youth 
of  the  Highlands." 

June  11. — "We  learn  from  good  authority  that 
James  Dick,  Esq. ,  late  a  merchant  of  London, 
who  during  his  lifetime  made  various  donations 
to  the  poor  of  Morayshire,  his  native  county, 
has  bequeathed  the  sum  of  £130,000  to  form  a 
fund  for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  additional 
salary  of  £50  each  to  every  parish  schoolmaster 
in  the  counties  of  Moray,  Banif,  and  Aberdeen. 
Mr  Dick,  the  testator,  was  a  native  of  the  town 
of  Forres,  of  humble  parentage.  He  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  fortune  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  increased  it  by  commercial  industry  and 
enterprise  in  the  Knglish  Metropolis,  where  lie 
died  about  ten  days  ago  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-five."  A  lawsuit  on  the  subject  was 
threatened  by  the  next-of-kin. 

Ibid. — Great  interest  was  excited  about  this  time 
by  a  course  of  scientific  lectures  delivered  in 
connection  with  the  Northern  Institution  by 
Mr  William  Nicol,  a  lecturer  from  Edinburgh. 
The  series  was  attended  by  large  audiences. — 
The  Northern  Missionary  Society  held  its 
annual  meeting  at  Inverness.  The  collections 
amounted  to  £54  Is  6d,  and  the  subscriptions 
and!  contributions  to  £23  3s  7d. 

June  18. — There  is  an  article  on  the  debate  in 
the  House  of  Lords  on  the  subject  of  Catholic 
Emancipation.  The  motion  in  favour  of 
Catholic  claims  was  moved  by  the  Marquis  of 
Lansdowne,  but  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
45.  The  "Courier"  supported  'Emancipation. 

Ibid.—  The  retired  Sheriff-Substitute,  Mj  Thoma> 
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Gilzean,  was  entertained1  by  the  Inverness 
solicitors  to  dinner  in  the  Caledonian  Hotel, 
and  presented  with  a  piece  of  plate  as  a 
memorial  of  his  public  services.  There  is  a 
long  list  of  toasts.  Mr  Reach  proposed  "the 
memory  of  the  most  distinguished  individual 
Inverness,  or  perhaps  Scotland,  ever  produced, 
Duncan  Forbes  of  Culloden,  Lord  President  of 
the  Court  of  Session." 

Ibid.— The  Kev.  Charles  Mackintosh  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  and  successor  to  his  father, 
the  venerable  minister  of  Tain. 

June  25. — The  Sheep  and  Wool  Market  was  held 
on  the  previous  week.  Cheviot  wedders  fetched 
from  18s  to  £1  7s  6d ;  Cheviot  ewes  from  12s 
to  15s ;  Cheviot  lambs  from  7s  to  8s  3d  ;  black- 
faced!  wedders  from  15s  to  18s ;  bhckfaced 
ewes  from  8s  to  lid  ;  blackfaoed  lambs  from  5s 
to  7s  6d.  Cheviot  wool,  8s  to  9s  6d  per  single 
stone ;  blackfaced  wool  from  11s  to  12s  per 
dwible  stone.  The  price  of  wool  was  depressed 
from  several  causes,  one  of  which  was  a  new 
American  tariff.  There  was  a  meeting  to  dis- 
cuss a  proposal  for  postponing  the  date  of  tha 
market.  Considerable  opposition  was  mani- 
fested', a.nd  the  proposal  was  for  the  time  de- 
parted from. 

Julv  2. — "A  rare  and  beautiful  relic  of  the  olden 
time  has  just  been  presented  to  the  Museum  of 
the  Northern  Institution  by  William  Mackin- 
tosh, Esq.  of  Millbank,  an  ancient  virginal, 
the  favourite  musical  instrument  with  keys, 
which  was  in  use  among  our  ancestors  prior  to 
the  invention  of  the  spinet  and  harpsichord. 
This  virginal  formerly  belonged  to  a  noble 
family  in  tliix  neighbourhood,  and  is  considered 
to  be  almost  the  only  one  remaining  in  Soot- 
land.  It  is  made  of  oak,  inlaid  with  cedar, 
and  richlv  ornamented-  with  gold.  The  cover 
and  sides  are  beautifully  painted  with  figures 
of  birds,  flowers,  and  leaves,  the  colours  of 
which  are  comparatively  fresh  and  undecayed. 
On  one  part  of  the  lid  is  a  grand  procession  of 
warriors,  whom  a  bevy  of  fair  dames  are  pro- 
pitiating by  presents  or  offerings  of  wine  and 
fruits." 

Ibid.— Jn  Captain  Franklin's  narrative  of  his 
second  expedition  to  tlie  shores  of  the  Polar 
Sea,  frequent  mention  is  made  of  one  of  the 
crew,  Giistavus  Aird,  who  lost  his  life  in  at- 
tempting to  pass  a  cataract.  The  young  man 
was  a  native  of  Ross-shire,  brother  of  Mr  Wal- 
ter Aird,  schoolmaster  of  Balintore,  near  Tain. 
The  boat,  of  which  lie  happened  at  the  moment 
to  be  the  sole  occupant,  was  carried  over  Peli- 
can Fall,  on  the  Stove  River.  28bh  June  1827. 
The  voung  man  was  26  years  of  age. 
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July  16. — The  election  of  Daniel  O'Counell  for  the 
County  of  Clare  is  recorded'.  "He  may  be  said 
to  have  been  borne  into  Parliament  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  forty  shilling  freeholders." 
The  final  result  of  this  election  was  the  conces- 
sion of  Catholic  Emancipation. 

Ibid. — "In  consequence  of  the  want  of  employ- 
ment, arising  from  a  redundancy  of  population 
and  other  causes,  hundreds  of  our  poorer  coun- 
trymen on  tine  Western  Coast  are  now  quitting 
their  native  shores  for  North  Americas  A 
brig  went  off  lately  from  the  Isle  of  Harris 
freighted  with  passengers  for  Upper  Canada, 
and  on  the  4th  inst.  two  vessels  sailed  from 
Lochmaddy,  in  North  Uist,  with  no  less  than 
600  souls  on  board.  Another  is  daily  expected 
to  sail  from  C'anna."  It  was  added  that  fresh 
exportations  were  to  follow  as  soon  as  oppor- 
tunities occurred.  The  increase  of  population, 
the  low  price  of  wool,  and  the  destruction  of 
the  kelp  trade  by  the  introduction  of  barilla, 
are  given  as  the  causes  of  distress  in  the  West- 
ern Islands.  The  blow  to  the  kelp  trade  had 
been  most  disastrous.  "Several  Highland  pro- 
prietors who  were  formerly  possessed  of  large 
revenues  are  now  very  much  embarrassed,  and 
many  thousands  of  individuals,  male  and 
female,  who  had  ample  employment  in  the 
manufacturing  of  kelp,  have  been  reduced  to 
the  greatest  indigence.  In  the  Long  Island  alone 
from  four  to  five  thousand  persons  had  been 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  kelp.  IiiSkye 
the  labourers  had  been  principally  employed 
in  the  making  of  roads  and  bridges  ;  but  a  pro- 
portion had  also  been  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  kelp,  both  within  the  island  and  on  the 
opposite  shore.  "Since  the  roads  and'  bridges 
have  been  completed,  both  the  late  Lord  Mac- 
donald  and  the  present  have,  in  order  to  afford 
employment  for  their  numerous  dependents, 
chalked  out  work  for  them  on  the  estate,  with- 
out any  reference  to  future  emolument  or  re- 
muneration. In  this  way  we  believe  abpva 
£15,000  have  been  expended  in  the  mere  article 
of  labour,  but  of  course  it  will  be  necessary  to 
assign  a  limit  to  the  exertions  of  individual 
benevolence."  The  writer  expresses  sorrow 
that  circumstances  of  State  policy  or  national 
misfortune  should  ever  compel  the  people  to 
leave  the  shores  to  which  they  were  so  strongly 
attached. 

Ibid. — At  the  last  general  meeting  of  the  High- 
land Society  of  Scotland  the  Marquis  of  Stafford 
proposed!  that  a  general  show  of  live  stock 
should  be  held  at  Inverness  in  1831.  The  pro- 
posal was  referred  to  a  Committee,  •which  re- 
ported favourably  upon  ill. 
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Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Inverness  Gas  and 
Water  Company  a  dividend  of  2£  per  cent,  was 
declared.  The  Company  resolved  to  proceed 
with  the  introduction  of  a  supply  of  water  into 
the  town.  The  cost  was  estimated  at  £4000. 

July  23. — The  revenue  of  the  Burgh  of  Inverness 
for  the  previous  year  is  given  at  £2295.  The 
Common  Good  is  entered  at  £1118  10s.  There 
was  a  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure 
amounting  to  £623  5s. 

July  30. — The  late  Mr  Grant,  minister  of  Cawdor, 
whose  death  had  been  recently  recorded,  was 
among  the  survivors  of  those  who  had  con- 
versed with  Dr  Johnson  during  his  tour  in 
1773.  Mr  Grant  was  at  that  time  minister  of 
Daviot,  but  he  saw  Dr  Johnson  at  Cawdor, 
and  afterwards  supped  with  him  at  the  Inn  at 
Inverness.  It  was  on  the  latter  occasion  that 
Johnson  described  "an  extraordinary  animal 
called  the  Kangaroo,"  which  had  recently  been 
discovered  in  New  South  Wales,  and  imitated 
the  animal  by  putting  out  his  hands  as  feelers, 
gathering  up  the  skirts  of  his  huge  brown  coat, 
and  making  two  or  three  vigorous  bounds 
across  the  room  1 

August  13. — "On  Tuesday,  the  5th  inst.,  a  woman 
named  Jean  Miller  died  at  Moy,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  100.  She  had  been  thirty  years  in  the 
family  of  the  late  Sir  .£neas  Mackintosh  of 
Mackintosh,  and  in  the  course  of  her  long  and 
faithful  services  had  uursed  the  family  of  the 
late  Sir  Ludovick  Grant,  father  of  Lady  Mack- 
intosh. The  old  woman  retained  the  entire 
use  of  her  faculties  almost  to  the  last,  and  her 
general  health  continued  unimpaired  till  with- 
in the  last  five  or  six  years,  when  an  accidental 
fall  down  stairs  dislocated  one  of  her  limbs,  and 
tended  to  debilitate  her  frame.  She  remem- 
bered distinctly  the  Forty-five,  and  used  to  tell 
of  having  seen  the  young  Chevalier,  and  also 
witnessed  one  day,  during  the  progress  of  the 
Royal  forces,  three  men  ihung  up  on  a  tree  at 
Moy  for  some  offence.  The  latter  days  of  the 
aged  nurse  were  spent  in  peace  and  comfort. 
She  was  supported  solely  by  the  bounty  of 
Lady  Mackintosh,  who  assigned  her  a  room  in 
Moy  House,  and  provided  her,  as  the  old 
woman  herself  used  to  say,  'with  everything 
that  her  heart  could  desire.'  " 

Ibid.— "Hundreds  of  Highland  peasants,  male  and 
female,  are  now  migrating  to  the  South  for  em- 
ployment during  the  harvest.  On  Monday  we 
met  about  150  near  Moy,  journeying  in  parties 
according  to  their  respective  districts,  and  each 
accompanied  by  a  piper.  The  greater  part 
were  from  Sutherlandshire  and  the  Black  Isle, 
in  Ross-shire.  The  sound  of  the  bagpipe 
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seemed  to  give  a  tone  of  gaiety  to  the  scene, 
but  there  was  after  all  more  of  sorrow  than  of 
merriment  in  the  strain." 

September  3. — The  Northern  Missionary  Society 
met  at  Tain.  Contributions  and  donations 
amounted  to  £88  7s  7d.  A  letter  was  read  re- 
garding the  Sutherland  settlers  in  North 
America,  whereupon  the  Society  voted  a  grant 
of  £30  to  the  Glasgow  Society  for  promoting 
the  religious  interests  of  Scottish  settlers  in 
British  North  America,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  not  less  than  £5  be  spent  in  supply- 
ing settlers  in  Prince  Edward's  Island  with 
books  in  the  English  or  Gaelic  language. 

September  10. — A  public  dinner  was  given  in  the 
Caledonian  Hotel  to  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Grant,  M.P. ,  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  his  pub- 
lic and  private  character.  Provost  Grant  was 
in  the  chair,  and  the  croupiers  were  Sheriff 
Fraser-Tytler,  Convener  of  the  County,  and 
Mr  J.  M.  Grant  of  Glenmoriston.  The  room 
was  filled  to  overflowing,  many  having  travelled 
from  thirty  to  fifty  miles  to  'be  present  at  the 
dinner.  The  Chairman  proposed  the  health  of 
their  guest,  and  Sheriff  Fraser-Tytler  gave  the 
same  toast  in  another  form,  "Mr  Grant  and 
Freedom  of  Trade."  Mr  Grant,  in  reply,  spoke 
eloquently  of  the  soundness  of  the  commercial 
principles  of  Mr  Huskisison. 

September  17. — Rev.  Dr  Andrew  Thomson  visited 
Inverness  and1  addressed  a  large  meeting  on  the 
Apocrypha  controversy.  There  is  a  sketch  of 
Dr  Thomson's  appearance  and  methods.  In 
person  he  was  "stout,  manly,  and  robust,"  with 
a  firm,  clear  voice.  The  chief  characteristic 
of  his  mind  was  strength,  not  elegance.  "In 
preaching  he  is  a  strict  mathematical  reasoner. 
His  conclusions  flow  as  naturally  from  the  pre- 
mises as  water  does  from  the  fountain."  The 
meeting  is  reported  at  a  length  of  several 
columns.  Dr  Thomson  was  strongly  opposed 
to  the  circulation,  in  any  circumstances,  of  the 
Apocrypha  with  the  Scriptures.  The  Inver- 
ness Auxiliary  concurred  in  his  opinions,  but 
did  not  wish  to  break  altogether  with  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  Thev  re- 
solved' for  the  ensuing  year  to  apply  their  funds 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Highlands  exclusively. 

September  24. — James  Grant  of  Bught  re-elected 
Provost  of  Inverness. 

September  24. — "On  the  estate  of  Dochfour,  near 
Inverness,  there  lives  an  old  man  named  Don- 
ald M'Culloch— a  relic  of  the  fatal  field  of  Cnl- 
Ipden.  Donald  is  now  in  his  98th  year,  and  is 
tolerably  hale  and  healthy,  but  is  miserably 
poor.  In  the  Forty-five  Tie  lived  in  the  Leys, 
and'  on  the  memorable  16th  of  April  1746,  ac- 
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companied  by  a  cousin,  attached  to  the  rebel 
army,  and  some  other  lads  went  to  the  field 
of  battle.  He  describes  the  day  as  one  of 
mist,  storm,  and  extreme  cold.  His  relation 
was  wounded,  and  he  himself  and  his  com- 
panions fled  from  the  moor  to  avoid  the  mur- 
derous weapons  of  the  dragoons.  The  Dunma- 
glass  men  were  stationed  near  him,  and  truly 
graphic  is  his  narration  of  the  arrival  of  the 
fugitives  at  a  neighbouring  burn — some  falling 
headlong,  never  to  rise  again,  and  others 
quenching  their  thirst  in  long  and  heavy 
draughts." 

October  1. — "A  monument  is  about  to  be  erected 
to  the  celebrated  Gaelic  poet,  Rob  Bonn,  in 
the  church-yard  of  his  native  parish  Durness, 
among  what  Sir  Walter  Scott  calls  'tlie  im- 
measurable wilds  of  Reay,'  in  Sutherlandshire. 
The  scheme  has  originated1  with  some  of  the 
bard's  admirers  in  that  district,  and  the  struc- 
ture, we  understand,  will  be  a  handsome  one.' 

Ibid. — The  Northern  Meeting  was  held  the  pre- 
vious week.  The  attendance  was  smaller  than 
usual.  The  races  continued  to  be  held. 

October  8. — "A  new  lighthouse  is  in  course  of 
erection  at  Cape  Wrath,  and  will  be  finished 
and  lighted  by  December  next.  It  is  about  fifty 
feet  high,  and  is  built  on  the  summit  of  the 
Cape." 

Ibid. — There  is  a  long  report  of  the  case  of  a 
schoolmaster  at  Kirkhill,  who  was  charged  be- 
fore the  Presbytery  with  various  offences.  The 
case  had  dragged  on  for  two  years  and  a-half. 
The  Presbytery  at  length  decided  against  the 
schoolmaster  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.  The 
case  was  expected  to  be  carried  to  the  Court  of 
Session.  It  created  a  great  deal  of  keen  feel- 
ing and  newspaper  correspondence. 

October  15. — The  death  is  announced  of  Sir  Ewen 
Cameron  of  Fassifern  at  the  advanced'  age  of 
ninety.  Sir  Ewen  obtained1  his  baronetcy  in 
consequence  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  his  son, 
"the  valiant  Fassifern,"  who  fell  at  the  head 
of  the  92nd  on  the  field  of  Quatre  Bras. 

October  22. — The  Gaelic  Dictionary,  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  the  Highland  Societv  of 
Scotland,  was  now  published.  It  was  in  two 
large  quarto  volumes. 

Ibid. — A  twelvemonth  before,  Sir  John  Riddell, 
proprietor  of  Strontian,  in  Argyllshire,  estab- 
lished a  manufactory  of  straw  hats,  as  a  means 
of  improving  the  condition  of  the  people  on 
his  estate.  The  venture  was  successful,  and 
was  extended  to  the  preparation  of  ladies'  bon- 
nets and  the  suEstratum  of  gentlemen's  silk 
hats.  The  male  population  of  Strontian  were 
engaged  in  working  lead  mines  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 
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October  29.— The  members  of  the  Torres  Trafal- 

fir  Club  held  their  anniversary  dinner  in  the 
orres  New  Assembly  Rooms  on  the  21st  inst. 
Mr  Grant  of  Kincorth  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr 
Macleod  of  Dalvey  croupier.  There  was  also 
an  outside  gathering,  at  which  copious  liba- 
tions of  porter  were  served  round  a  blazing  bon- 
fire. 

Ibid. — The  Magistrates  of  Inverness  met  to  con- 
sider a  petition  from  the  bakers,  craving  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  bread,  which  they  stated 
was  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  advance  of 
flour.  The  following  assize  was  fixed  to  com- 
mence on  Friday  following  : — The  quartern  loaf 
of  fine  bread  weighing  4  Ibs.  5£  ounces,  lOd1; 
ditto  of  second  flour,  8d.  Smaller  bread  in 
the  same  proportion. 

November  5. — An  article  is  quoted  from  the 
"Quarterly  Journal  of  Agriculture"  on  the 
origin  and  cause  of  smuggling  in  the  High- 
lands, written  by  General  Stewart  of  Garth. 
It  states  that  previous  to  the  year  1793  smug- 
gling was  not  practised  except  by  a  few  in- 
dividuals. The  practice,  he  says,  grew  up 
owing  to  the  increased  cultivation  of  the  land, 
the  depopulation  of  the  higher  glens,  and  the 
production  of  surplus  grain  for  which  there  was 
no  adequate  market. 

November  12. — The  remains  of  Sir  Ewen  Came- 
ron of  Fassifern  were  interred  in  the  family 
burying-ground  at  Corpach,  Kilmallie,  close  by 
the  side  of  his  gallant  son.  The  funeral  was 
attended  by  no  less  than  3000  persons.  The 
issue  gives  the  inscription  on  the  monument 
erected  to  the  memory  of  Colonel  Cameron. 

November  19. — A  bill  had  been  introduced1  into 
Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  providing  at 
least  one  secure  gaol  in  each  county,  to  be 
called  "The  County  Gaol."  The  provisions  of 
the  bill  were  regarded  as  burdensome  for  the 
burghs. 

November  26. — The  Rev.  Alexander  Fraser  was 
on  Thursday,  the  20th  inst.,  ordained  and  ad- 
mitted minister  of  Cawdor. 

December  3. — A  movement  was  set  on  foot  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Mechanics'  Institute. 

December  10. — The  Inn  on  the  north  side  of 
Kessock  was  opened.  Sir  William  Fettes,  who 
was  then  proprietor  of  Redcastle  estate,  had 
carried  out  a  good  many  improvements.  New 
and  commodious  piers  had  been  built  at  the 
Ferry,  and  a  steam  ferry-boat  placed  on  the 
passage. 

December  24.— "On  Sunday  last  the  Hon.  Mrs 
Fraser,  wife  of  T.  A.  Fraser,  Esq.  of  Lovat, 
was  safely  delivered  of  a,  son  and  heir.  This 
conspicuous  event  was  hailed  with  acclamation 
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by  all  the  tenantry  on  the  extensive  estate  of 
liovat,  and  bonfires  were  blazing  in  all  direc- 
tions from  Inchberry  along  the  whole  sur- 
rounding country."  The  next  issue  gives  a 
fuller  account  of  these  rejoicings.  The  heir 
thus  welcomed  was  the  late  Lord  Lovat. 

Ibid1. — The  seventh  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
Forres  Bible  Society  was  held — Sir  Thomas 
Dick  Lauder  in  the  chair.  The  Apocrypha 
controversy  was  the  main  subject,  and  there  is 
a  long  report  of  the  proceedings.  The  Society, 
which  included^  the  parish  minister  and  two 
Secession  ministers,  adhered  to  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society.  Mr  Robert  Grant, 
M.P.,  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  meet- 
ing. 

December  31.— The  Burke  and  Hare  murders  in 
Edinburgh  had  recently  horrified  the  world. 
There  is  a  report  of  the  trial  of  Burke  a.iid  his 
accomplice,  Helen  Macdounal,  in  this  issue. 

Ibid.— Mr  Morrison,  bookseller,  Inverness,  pre- 
sented to  the  Northern  Institution  a  large 
bronze  spear  head,  which  had  been  recently 
found  within  the  circle  of  upright  stones  at 
Kinchyle,  on  the  road  to  Dores.  "It  is,"  says 
the  report,  "one  of  the  largest  we  have  ever 
seen,  being  upwards  of  a  foot  in  length,  and 
forms  an  important  addition  to  the  interesting 
series  of  ancient  weapons  already  in  the 
Museum." 
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No.  V. 

The  year  1829  is  memorable  for  the  passing 
of  the  Catholic  Emancipation  Act.  The 
neceasity  for  the  measure  was  forced  on  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir  Robert  Peel  by 
the  condition  of  Ireland.  The  Whigs  had 
long  supported  the  proposal,  but  it  fell  to  a 
Tory  Government  to  carry  it  into  effect.  The 
only  choice  was  between  Emancipation  and 
Civil  War,  and  Peel,  supported  by  Welling- 
ton, wisely  resolved  to  give  way.  There  is 
little  doubt,  however,  that  the  Act  was  un- 
popular among  the  masses  both  in  England 
and  Scotland. 

A  reference  in  the  Notes  to  Captain  Gods- 
man  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  quote  the  fol- 
lowing passage  from  the  late  Dr  Fraser- 
Mackintosh's  Letters  of  Two  Centuries:  — 

"In  the  year  1759  the  old  89th  Highlanders  was 
raised,  under  the  influence  of  the  family  of  Gor- 
don, one  of  the  lieutenants  bedug  Alexander 
Godsman,  a  native  of  Banff  shire.  The  greater 
part  of  the  short  time  the  regiment  was  embodied 
(for  it  was  reduced  in  1765)  was  spent  in  India. 
After  being  reduced,  Lieutenant,  commonly  called 
Captain  Godsman,  was  appointed  factor  or  local 
representative  for  the  Castle  lands  by  the  Duke 
of  Gordon.  At  the  date  of  the  letter,  Godsman 
was  living  at  Dochfour,  but  he  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Crofterton  of  Altnaskiah,  and  farmed 
part  of  the  Ha,ugh  lands,  belonging  to  the  Duke. 
In  a  picture  of  the  old  house  of  Drummond  and 
surroundings,  dated  1796,  it  is  seen  that  there 
was  not  a  single  tree  on  the  Haugh  and  Altna- 
skiah lands,  east  of  the  burn.  Captain  Godsman's 
house  stood  on  Crofterton — a  narrow  strip  on  the 
soutlh  side  of  the  Old  Edinburgh  Road  as  it 
starts  off  from  what  is  now  called  the  Culduthel 
Road.  After  his  indoor  work  was  over,  and  his 
early  dinner,  Godsman  invariably  at  the  same 
hour — wet  or  dry — walked:  along  the  edge  of  the 
Haugh  slopes  as  far  as  the  descent  to  the  burn, 
not  only  that  he  might  see  how  things  were  get- 
ting on,  but  to  enjoy  his  'constitutional'  and  the 
magnificent  views  all  around.  He  was  somewhat 
bent,  and  walked  with  his  bands  behind  his  back. 
Hence  the  place  got,  and  will  now  ever  retain 
the  name  of  'Godsman's  Walk.'  When  Provost 
Phineas  Mackintosh  built  the  old  house  of  Drum- 
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luoud,  he  and  his  visitors  frequently  took  the 
Godsman's  Walk  as  a  short  cut,  the  Altnaskiah 
lands  being  open  and  in  part  muir,  until  Provos,t 
Robertson  feued  Altnaskiah  from  Cantray,  who 
had  succeeded  the  Duke  of  Gordon  in  the  Haugh 
lands." 

Hugh  Miller  and  Robert  Carruthers  seem 
to  have  become  acquainted  in  1828,  the 
year  in  which  the  latter  came  to  Inverness. 
They  were  not  far  apart  in  age,  Carruthers 
having  been  born  in  1799,  Miller  in  1802.  In 
his  Schools  and  Schoolmasters  Miller  relates 
how  they  came  together ;  how  he  sent  an 
Ode  to  the  Ness  to  the  Courier,  which  the 
Editor  did  not  publish ;  and  how  he  then 
resolved  to  appeal  to  the  public  on  his  own 
account  in  a  small  volume.  He  selected 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  pieces  in  verse,  written, 
chiefly  during  the  preceding  six  years,  and 
put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  printer  of 
the  Courier.  "It  would  have  been  a  greatly 
wiser  act,"  says  Miller,  ''as  I  soon  came  to  see 
had  I  put  them  into  the  fire  instead ;  but 
my  choice  of  a  printing-office  secured  me 
at  least  one  advantage — it  brought  me 
acquainted  with  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
accomplished  of  Scottish  editors."  The 
friendship  thus  formed  remained  unbroken 
until  Miller's  death.  The  Poems  by  a 
Journeyman  Mason  were  published  in  June 
1829,  and  in  the  end  of  July  Miller's  Letters 
on  the  Herring  Fishery  began  to  appear. 
"My  Letters,"  says  Miller,  "attracted  atten- 
tion and  were  republished  in  my  behalf  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  paper,  'in  consequence,' 
said  my  friend  the  editor,  in  a  note  which  he 
kindly  attached  to  the  pamphlet  which  they 
formed,  'of  the  interest  they  had  excited  in 
the  northern  counties.' "  Sir  Walter  Scott 
endeavoured  to  procure  a  copy  after  the 
limited  impression  was  exhausted.  The 
Letters  now  form  part  of  the  volume  entitled 
"Tales  and  Sketches."  Many  years  after 
they  first  appeared  Dr  Carruthers,  speaking 
of  the  early  correspondents  of  the  paper  said 
— "One  of  these,  the  greatest  of  all,  was  that 
remarkable  man  who,  as  Burns  said  of  one  of 
his  friends,  'held  the  patent  for  his  honours 
immediately  from  Almighty  God' — I  mean 
Hugh  Miller.  When  Miller  sent  me  his 
Letters  on  the  Herring  Fishery  I  saw  that  a 
great  prose  writer  had  arisen  in  the  land  and 
that  the  land  would  soon  be  filled  with  his 
fame."  It  will  be  interesting  to  many  readers 
to  find  below  contemporary  references  to 
Hugh  Miller's  first  volume. 
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January  14. — There  is  a  gossipy  article  on  the 
witch  stones  at  Forces  and  tnei  blasted  heath 
near  Inshoch,  supposed  to  be  the  legendary 
meeting-place  of  Macbeth  and  the  witches.  The 
Cluny  hills  at  Forres  had  been  twice  planted, 
and  the  plantation  each  time  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  wise  folks  shook  their  heads,  remembering 
the  curses  denounced  by  the  witches  who  were 
executed  there.  "Notwithstanding  these  start- 
ling occurrences,  a  gentleman  lately  attempted 
to  break  one  of  the  Witch.  Stones  to  furnish 
materials  for  building,  but  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood rose  en  masse  and  insisted  on.  the 
stone  being  replaced  in  its  ancient  site,  where 
it.  still  remains,  bound  with  iron  bars  or  clamps. 
A  still  stronger  instance,  however,  of  obduracy 
and  hardihood  remains  to  be  related.  The 
lairds  have  actually  resolved  to  divide,  culti- 
vate, and  plant  the  identical  blasted  heath! 
This  has  raised  a  strong  outcry  among  the 
peasants  for  more  reasons  than  one.  The  moor 
has  from  time  immemorial  been  used;  as  a  com- 
mon, and  was  familiarly  held  to  be  'no  man's 
land.'  The  lawyers  are,  therefore,  they  say, 
worse  th«n  the  witches,  for  the  latter  always 
secured  to  them  ai  range  of  'good  outshot  pas- 
ture.' But  hopes  are  still  entertained  that 
the  weird  sisters  will  protect  their  own  wild 
domain  and  assert  their  ancient  supremacy. 
The  repeated  conflagrations  at  Cluny  and  the 
late  spontaneous  fire  in  the  Moss  of  Inshoch 
(which  forms  part  of  the  heath)  are  !held  to  be 
indications  of  supernatural  wrath  not  to  be 
mistaken.  'The  Moss  wi'  the  fire  spurting  up 
through  it  looked  for  all  tihe  world  like  the 
cauldron  itsel',  and  a  strange  serpent  was  lately 
seen  flying  in  the  air  at  the  same  place!' 
Whether  it  be  possible  to  find  a  counterpoise 
to  this  supernatural  machinery  remains  to  be 
proved  ;  but  men  are  changed  aK  well  as  times. 
The  lairds  are  resolved  to  cultivate  the  blasted 
heath  and  the  Forresians  their  favourite  hill 
of  Cluny,  trusting  rather  to  closer  observation 
and  a  better  police  than  dreading  the  influences 
of  fast-decaying  superstition." 

January  21. — The  foundation  of  a  handsome 
granite  monument  was  laid  on  Old  New-Year's 
Day  over  the  grave  of  Rob  Bonn,  the  Keay 
bard,  in  the  Church-yard  of  Durness,  Suther- 
land. The  ceremony  was  carried  outl  by  Cap- 
tain Mackay,  Marybank,  with  Masonic 
honours. 
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Ibid. — "Died,  at  Holbeck,  near  Leeds,  lately, 
aged  106,  Betty  Jackson.  She  had  resided  the 
whole  of  her  long  life  in  that  village,  where  she 
had  been  parish  apprentice.  When  she  was  in 
her  23rd  year  she  accompanied  the  pack-horses 
which  conveyed  rations  to  General  Ward's 
[Wade's]  army,  then  at  Tivdcaster,  on  its  route 
to  Scotland  to  oppose  the  rebels  in  1745.  She 
had  not  suffered  much  from  the  infirmities  of 
age ;  she  possessed  most  of  her  faculties  entire, 
and  retained  an  uncommon  degree  of  sprightli- 
ness  ;  as  an  instance  of  which,  about  two  years 
before  her  death,  she  sang  a  song  with  a  good 
deal  of  animation." 

January  28. — The  trial  of  Burke,  the  Edinburgh 
murderer,  had  excited  a  panic  regarding  the 
doingp  of  resurrectionists,  that  is  persons  who 
lifted  dead  bodies  from  their  graves  to  sell 
them  for  dissection.  A  paragraph  in  t'his  issue 
makes  it  clear  that  the  practice  was  carried  on, 
iuid  naturally  excited  dread  and  indignation. 
At  Gartenmore,  Strathspey,  a  party  were  fired 
on  by  watchmen,  and  one  of  them  was  wounded 
and  carried  off  by  his  comrades.  The  charge 
was  of  small  shot.  "In  almost  every  town  and 
village  of  the  North  nightly  watches  are  ap- 
pointed over  the  church -yards.  At  Forres, 
where  a  short  time  ago  m  regular  system  of  dis- 
interment  was  carried  on,  a  handsome  little 
building  has  been  erected  in  the  church-yard 
for  the  purpose  of  protection,  which  is  fur- 
nished with  windows  looking  out  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  is  nightly  tenanted  witli  guards." 
A  story  is  told  of  an  innkeeper  who  detected 
boxes  going  through  by  coach,  and  being  sus- 
picious, had  one  of  them  examined.  It  was 
found  to  contain  a  dead  body. 

Ibid. — A  correspondence  was  going  on  at  this 
time  about  a  proposal  to  establish  a  steam 
ferry-boat  between  Nairn  and  Cromarty.  A 
letter  in  this  issue  characterises  it  as  an  absurd 
project.  Other  correspondents  took  a  different 
view. 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  arrangements  are  in  pro- 
gress for  the  emigration  of  several  hundred 
persons  from  Lord  Macdonald's  estates  in  Skye. 
Two  respectable  agents,  Islesmen  themselves, 
had1  chartered  vessels  for  the  purpose,  partly 
as  a  trading  speculation,  partly  as  an  act  of 
philanthropy.  "The  Island  of  Cape  Breton, 
in  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence,  is  the  point  to 
which  the  views  of  the  emigrants  are  directed, 
and  thither  they  are  to  be  carried  for  the  sum 
of  two  pounds  sterling !  the  agent  finding  them 
in  fresh  water  during  the  voyage,  but  every 
man  providing  his  own  stock  of  provisions,  for 
which  a  certain  extent  of  stowage  is  to  be 
allowed  him.  Highlanders,  it  is  well  known, 
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can  exist  on  very  little  when  necessity  requires 
them  to  do  so.  If  each  grown  person,  there- 
fore, lays  in  one  boll  of  oatmeal  and  another 
of  potatoes,  there  is  no  fear  of  him  starving ; 
and  thus  for  somewhat  less  than  four  pounds  ne 
will  reach  the  promised  land.  A  great  many 
Islesmen  who  have,  of  late  years,  gone  out 
under  exactly  similar  circumstances,  are  now 
comfortably  settled  in  Cape  Breton  and  Prince 
Edward's  Island ;  and  this  fact,  communicated 
by  those  pioneers  to  their  friends  at  home, 
has  in  the  present  instance  directed  the  tide  of 
emigration  to  these  quarters." 

February  4. — The  death  is  recorded  in  Strath- 
iiairn  of  an  old  woman  named  Margaret  Mac- 
donald,  who  had  served  for  some  time  as  a 
soldier.  In  her  youth  she  loved  a  young  man, 
Hugh  Fraser,  who  enlisted  as  a  soldier  for  ser- 
vice in  America  ;  and  in  order  to  be  near  him, 
Margaret,  without  his  knowledge,  dressed  her- 
self in  male  alttire  (not  the  kilt),  and  also  en- 
listed. She  accompanied  the  regiment  abroad, 
but  her  sex  was  ultimately  detected  by  the  regi- 
mental tailor,  when  he  was  measuring  her  for 
some  clothing.  The  Colonel  was  so  interested 
in  the  case  that  he  gave  permission  to  Hugh) 
and  Margaret  to  be  married.  "Nearly  all  the 
officers  of  the  regiment  were  present  at  the 
ceremony,  which  took  place  in  Washington, 
and  a  blither  bridal  had  not  been  seen,  for  many 
a  da}'.  As  Hugh  Fraser  was  as  brave  in  the 
field  as  lie  had  been  true  in  love,  he  was  in 
the  following  summer  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
sergeant.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service,  Hugli  and  Margaret  returned  to  their 
native  glen,  and  lived  long  to  enjoy  the  re- 
ward of  their  well-tried  affection.  Margaret 
was  the  Litest  survivor,  but  her  heart  seemed 
ever  to  be  fixed  on  the  days  of  yore,  and  to 
anticipate  the  period  when  she  would  sleep  by 
the  side  of  the  faithful  husband  for  whom  she 
had  displayed  sucli  devotedness  and  heroism." 

February  11. — The  bill  to  provide  for  Catholics 
Emancipation  was  announced  in  the  King's 
Speech  on  the  5th  inst. 

February  18. — There  is  a  long  memorial  from  the 
Town  Council  on  a  bill  for  building,  enlarging, 
and  repairing  gaols  in  Scotland.  All  the 
burghs  were  opposed  to  the  burdens  to  be  laid 
on  them  by  the  proposed  measure.  The  In- 
verness memorial  says: — "Every  possible  care 
seems  to  have  been  taken  in  the  bill  to  relieve 
the  counties  from  expense  so  long  as  a  farthing 
can  be  wrung  from  the  burghs ;  and  every  pre- 
caution employed  to  secure  to  these  counties 
the  whole  power  and  credit  of  the  measure, 
even  down  to  the  very  trappings  of  its  name !" 
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Ibid. — There  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  about 
a  project  to  shorten  the  route  to  Dunkeld  by 
a  road  from  Inverness  direct  to  Spey-Bridge 
through  the  Monadh-liadh.  There  is  a  long 
letter  on  the  subject  in  this  issue.  The  County 
of  Inverness  was  also  engaged  in  promoting  a 
Turnpike  Bill. 

February  25. — "The  rather  novel  but  excellent 
practice  of  trial  by  jury  before  the  Sheriff  was 
exhibited  this  day  in  our  Court-house.  Three 
cases  were  tried  of  comparatively  little  im- 
portance, but  the  Court  was  crowded  to  excess 
from  a  little  after  ton  o'clock  in  the  morning 
till  twelve  at  night." 

Mareli  4. — There  was  excitement  over  Catholic 
Emancipation.  Strong  hostility  to  the  measure 
prevailed  among  tlhe  clergy  of  Ross-shire,  and 
petitions  were  signed  in  every  parish.  "Ross- 
shire  appears  to  be  the  only  one  of  the  seven 
Northern  Counties  that  has  had  recourse  to 
petitions.  A  motion  of  an  anti-Catholic  nature 
was  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Nairn  Presby- 
tery last  week,  but  its  consideration  was  ad- 
journed till  a  subsequent  meeting,  which  in 
the  present  crisis  was  equivalent  to  a  nega- 
tive." 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  Commissioners  of  Sup- 
ply in  Tain  it  was  carried  by  a  large  majority 
that  Uingwall  was  a  more  suitable  site  for  the 
County  Gaol  than  Tain.  The  vote  (as  given 
iu  next  issue)  was  36  to  24. 

March  11. — On  the  previous  Friday  a  number  of 
boys  and  lads  assembled  on  ti.e  Castlehill, 
which  is  described  as  a  "fine  green  eminence 
which  overlooks  the  River  Ness."  There  is  -no 
hint  of  any  remains  of  the  old  Castle  ex- 
isting. The  object  of  the  gathering  was 
to  burn  "a  sort  of  effigy"  expressive  of  hatred 
of  Popery.  The  proceedings  afterwards  de- 
veloped into  a.  disturbance,  in  which  the  win- 
dows of  the  Catholic  Chapel  and  the  Police 
Office  were  broken. 

March  18. — This  number  contains  the  report  of 
the  Edinburgh  meeting,  at  which  Dr  Chalmers 
delivered  his  famous  speech  in  favour  of 
Catholic  Emancipation.  The  excitement  now 
prevailing  in  tihe  North  of  Scotland  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  paragraph  :  — "A 
number  of  respectable  gentlemen  of  the  town 
and  county  of  Nairn  meditated  last  week  the 
drawing  up  of  petitions  in  favour  of  th«  bill 
now  before  Parliament,  but  owing  to  the  pre- 
sent excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  from 
a  consciousness  that  the  bill  will  pass,  the  de- 
sign has  been  abandoned.  A  similar  feeling, 
we  may  add,  is  pretty  general  in  all  the  North- 
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ern  Counties  among  the  educated1  classes.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  it  is  said,  but  the  Premier 
•will  conduct  the  measure  to  a  successful  issue, 
and  why  should  we,  merely  to  declare  our 
opinion  publicly,  run  the  risk  of  creating  a  dis- 
turbance, and  endangering  the  security  of  our 
lives  and  property?"  In  Inverness  petitions 
were  got  up  against  the  bill.  One  was  by  the 
Six  Incorporated  Trades,  and  was  signed  by 
about  460  names  of  "masters,  journeymen,  and 
apprentices."  There  were  serious  riots  in  the 
town  of  Thurso. 

March  25. — This  number  contains  an  account  of 
the  duel  between  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and 
fhe  Earl  of  Winchilsea. — There  are  numerous 
notices  of  petitions  against  the  Emancipation 
Bill. 

Ibid. — "The  Session  Lands  of  Diriebught,  near 
Inverness,  consisting  of  about  22  acres,  were 
this  day  let  on  a  14  years'  lease  to  the  Millburn 
Distillery  Company  for  the  sum  of  £136.  The 
former  rent,  on  an  old  lease  held  by  Mr  Welsh 
of  Millburn,  was  only  £16  per  annum." 
April  1. — The  Minister  and  Heritors  of  the  parish 
of  Kirkbill  allowed  a  decree  of  reduction  of  the 
sentence  of  fhe  Presbytery  of  Inverness,  in  the 
case  of  the  schoolmaster,  to  pass  by  default. 
The  effect  was  to  continue  the  parish  school- 
master in  office,  though  the  Presbytery  had 
endeavoured  to  remove  him.  The  case  at  the 
time  caused  great  local  interest. 
April  8. — It  is  stated  that  universal  stagnation 
of  trade  prevails  throughout  the  manufacturing 
districts.  In  Glasgow,  Manchester,  Liverpool, 
and  other  towns  thousands  of  operatives  were 
out  of  employment'. 

April  15. — On  "the  previous  Friday  the  bill  for 
Catholic  Emancipation  passed  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  in  due  course  received  the  Royal 
assent. 

April  22. — Mr  Telford,  engineer,  in  reporting  the 
observations  made  by  him  during  his  Highland 
tour  the  previous  summer,  has  the  following 
note  on  Sutherland  :  — "In  no  part  of  the  High- 
lands is  the  progress  of  improvement  so  evi- 
dent as  from  Bonar-Bridge  along  the  coast  of 
Sutherland  to  Helmsdale.  Previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  Dunrobin  road,  the  Bonar 
and  ttelmsdale  bridges,  in  1808,  when  I 
travelled  into  that  quarter,  in  surveying  for  the 
future  roads,  it  was  with  difficulty  and  not 
without  danger  that  I  could  scramble  along  a, 
rugged,  broken,  sandy  shore,  or  by  narrow 
tracks  on  the  edge  of  precipices,  frequently  in- 
terrupted by  rude  and  inconvenient  ferries ; 
and  having  for  lodgings  only  miserable  huts, 
scarcely  protected  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
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weather ;  while  the  adjacent  country  had 
scarcely  the  marks  of  cultivation.  Now  a  mail 
coach  passes  daily  from  Tain  by  Bonar-Bridge, 
the  Fleet  Mound,  Dunrobin,  Helmsdale,  and 
the  Ord  of  Caithness,  to  the  extremity  of  the 
Island  at  Wick  and  Thurso,  without  being  in- 
terrupted by  a  single  ferry.  Along  the  coasti 
of  Sutherland  there  are  commodious  inns ;  at 
Golspie,  near  Dunrobin  Castle,  there  is  one 
equal  to  any  to  be  found  in  England.  Helms- 
dale  has  become  an  important  fishing  station, 
where  are  two  very  decent  inns,  and  a  number 
of  herring  houses.  At  Brora  there  is  an  ex- 
tensive new  village,  and  the  same  at.  Bonar- 
Bridge.  Along  the  whole  of  the  road  the  lands 
are  laid  out  in  regular  farms,  with  proper 
dwellings  and  offices,  some  of  them  very  ex- 
tensive, the  whole  presenting  a  picture  which 
must  afford  pleasure  to  everyone  wtio  feels 
gratified  in  observing  the  prosperity  of  his 
country.  For  the  whole  of  this,  excepting 
the  roads  and  bridges,  the  public  is  indebted  to 
the  Stafford  family  and  their  active  and  intelli- 
gent! agents." 

Ibid. — "We  understand  that  Mr  Robert  Urquhart 
has  been  admitted  as  a  procurator  before  the 
Sheriff  and  other  Courts  in  Moravshire,  and 
has  commenced  business  in  Forres." 

April  29. — There  is  a  letter  in  this  issue  signed 
"M.,"  evidently  written  by  Hugh  Miller.  It 
relates  to  Oromarty  traditions  which  he  after- 
wards published.  It  was  shortly  before  this 
time  tlhat  Miller  called  at  the  "Courier"  office, 
which  was  then  in  High  Street,  and  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr  Carruthera.  His  Poems 
had  not  yet  appeared. 

May  13. — "We  understand  that'  the  London 
Smacks  belonging  to  this  place  are  to  com- 
mence sailing  once  a-week  after  the  1st  of  June. 
They  are  to  sail  from  London  every  Thursday 
and  from  Cromarty  every  Tuesday."  This 
shows  that  the  smacks  still  continued  to  run 
weekly. 

May  20. — There  was  at  this  time  considerable 
friction  bet-ween  the  Parliamentary  Commis- 
sioners of  Highland  Roads  and;  Bridges  and 
the  local  Heritors.  Meantime  it  is  stated  that 
the  toll-bars  in  the  county,  seven  in  number, 
had  been  let  for  a  total  rental  of  £674,  being 
an  increase  of  more  than  £200  on  the  proceeds 
of  the  previous  year.  The  writer  of  the  para- 
graph adds  :  — "The  amount  of  toll  derived 
from  the  coaches  on  the  Fort-George  and 
Badenoch  Roads,  exclusive  of  the  mails,  was 
last  year  £368,  which,  being  added  to  the 
produce  of  the  tolls,  makes  a  total  of  no  less 
tfoan  £1042.  This  will  prove  the  best" way  of 
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adjusting   the   differences   between  the   Heri- 
tors and  Commissioners." 

May  27.— It  is  stated  that  Sir  Peter  Lawrie,  one 
of  the  Aldermen  of  London,  and  Sir  Richard 
Birnie,  the  head  Police  Magistrate  in  England, 
were  both  natives  of  Scotland,  and  began  life 
in  the  employment  of  Mr  Godsman,  "son  of 
tliat  Captain  Godsman  whose  name  is  as  familial 
as  a  household  word  in  Inverness,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  having  formed  one  of  the 
most  beauthful  and  romantic  walks  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town."  It  seems  doubtful 
whether  Captain  Godsman  made  the  walk,  but 
he  certainly  used  it. 

June  3. — In  this  issue  is  advertised  Hugh  Miller's 
first  work,  "Poems  Written  in  the  Leisure 
Hours  of  a  Journeyman  Mason."  The  price 
is  four  shillings.  The  advertisement  gives  a 
synopsis  of  the  contents.  A  note  in  the  same 
issue  announces  the  publication  of  the  volume, 
and  says  that  "  the  author  resides  at  Cromarty, 
and  is  unquestionably  possessed  of  genius  of 
no  common  order." 

Ibid.— The  Royal   Burghs  of  Scotland  are  con- 
gratulated on  the  withdrawal  of  the  Gaol  Bill, 
which    had    proved    so    obnoxious    to    them. 
Another  bill,  however,  was  promised,  and  was 
required.      The  gaols  could  not  be  left  as  they 
were,       "The  Lord  Advocate  draws  a  melan- 
choly picture  of  the  want  of  accommodation  and 
comfort  in  many  Scottish  gaols,  and  amongst 
the  rest  is  that  of  our  own  Royal  burgh,  though 
in  one  respect  we  are  outdone  by  our  country- 
men of  Dumfries,  who  give  their  prisoners  ac- 
cess to  the  open  air  by  suspending  them  in  an 
iron  cage  attached  to  the  wall." 
June  10. — In  tihis  number  there  is  a  review  of 
Hugh  Miller's  volume.     The  writer,  who  is  evi- 
dently Mr  Carruthers,  quotes  a  remark  by  Mac- 
kenzie that  "there  is  a  certain  poetic  ground 
on  which  a  man  cannot  tread  without  feelings 
that  enlarge  the  heart,  and  that  many  who  are 
not  able  to  reach  the  Parnassian  heights,  may 
yet  approach  so  near  as  to  be  bettered  by  the 
ah-  of  the  climate."    Miller's  volume  is  con- 
sidered as  affording  an  excellent  illustration  of 
this  maxim.     At  the  same  time,  the  poems  are 
commended  as  possessing  "considerable  power 
both  of  thought  and  expression,  and  so  much 
harmony  in  the  versification,   and  variety  of 
imagery,  as  to  afford  another  instance  of  the 
truth  of  an  observation  made  by  Rousseau  that 
genius,  like  flame,  will  burst  through  all  ob- 
structions."      Hugh   Miller's   personality  had 
evidently  made   a   deeper   impression   on   the 
editor  than  the  poems  themselves,  though  ap- 
preciation of  their  merits  is  not  lacking.      Mr 
Carruthers  quotes  a  passage  from  the  work, 
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and  concludes  by  expressing  satisfaction  that 
the  author  gave  unremitting  attention  to  his 
occupation  as  a  mason,  and  confined  his  devo- 
tion to  the  muses  to  his  leisure  hours. 

June  17. — In  this  and  two  subsequent  issues  there 
are  anecdotes  and  reminiscences  of  the  Rev.  Mr 
Gordon,  who  was  minister  of  Alvie,  in  Bade- 
noch,  at  the  time  of  the  '45.  He  is  said  to  have 
lived  to  the  great  age  of  105  years,  and  his 
memory  was  long  cherished  in  Badeuoch.  He 
died  in  1787.  The  Scottish  Fasti  says  his  <1eath 
occurred  in  the  101st  year  of  his  age  and  the 
57th  of  his  ministry.  It  was  Mr  Gordon  who 
was  summoned  before  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
at  Inverness  to  answer  for  his  conduct  in  re- 
lieving rebels  after  Culloden.  The  minister  is 
reported  to  have  said — "May  it  please  your 
Royal  Highness,  I  am  exceedingly  straitened 
between  two  contrary  commands,  both  coming 
from  very  high  authority.  My  Heavenly  King's 
son  commands  me  to  feed  the  hungry,  to  clothe 
the  naked,  to  give  meat  and  drink  to  my  very 
enemies,  and  to  relieve  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power  indiscriminately  all  objects  of  disease 
that  come  in  my  way.  My  earthly  Kins's  son 
commands  me  to  drive  the  houseless  wanderer 
from  my  door,  to  shut  my  bowels  of  compassion 
against  the  cries  of  the  needy,  and  to  with- 
hold from  my  fellow-mortals  in  distress  the 
relief  which  it  is  in  my  power  to  afford.  Pray 
which  of  these  commands  am  I  to  obey?"  It  is 
one  instance  to  the  credit  of  the  Duke  that  he 
commended  Mr  Gordon,  and  told  him  to  obey 
the  commands  of  his  Heavenly  King's  Son. 

June  24.— The  Sheep  and  Wool  Fair  was  held 
the  previous  week.  Prices — Cheviot  wedders, 
18s  to  24s  ;  ewes,  12s  6d  to  14s  ;  lambs,  7s  to 
8s  6d ;  blatkfaced  wedders,  14s  to  18s;  ewes, 
9s  to  10s  6d  ;  lambs,  6s  to  7s.  Little  business 
was  done  in  wool,  but  Cheviot  wool  brought 
last  year's  prices,  namely,  8s  6d  and  9s  per 
stone.  The  project  of  postponing  the  market 
for  a  few  weeks  later,  though  not  formally 
brought  forward,  was  discussed. 

July  1. — Among  gifts  to  the  Museum  of  the 
Northern  Institution  is  the  following: — "A 
lithographic  sketch,  from  George  Mackenzie, 
Esq.,  writer,  Dingwall,  of  the  arms  of  Sir 
Thomas  Urquhart  of  Gromarty,  taken 
from  a  carved  slab  formerly  in  the  family 
mansion-house  of  Cromarty,  and  now  in  the  Kin- 
beachie  Cottage,  dated  1651.  The  sketch  of 
this  curious  piece  of  sculpture  was  executed 
some  years  ago  by  Thomas  Mackenzie,  Escj  of 
Kinbeachie,  the  representative  of  the  ancient 
family." 

Ibid. — The  Commissioners  entrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  £50,000  to  build  churches  and 
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manses  in  the  Highlands  report  that  they  !have 
built  forty-two  churches  and  forty-one  manses, 
all  paid  in  full ;  and  that  tihey  have  a  small  sur- 
plus over  which  they  intend  to  apply  in  build- 
ing a  church  and  manse  at  Carnoch,  in  Strath- 
conon.  This  they  represent  as  a  specially  re- 
mote and  needy  district.  With  the  buildings 
at  Carnoch,  the  report  says,  the  work  of  the 
Commissioners  "may  be  deemed  final  and  com- 
plete." 

July  15. — Th«  opening  up  of  the  Ness  Islands  is 
recorded.  The  appeal  made  to  the  public  in 
the  previous  year  had  been  promptly  responded 
to,  several  hundred  pounds  having  beea  sub- 
scribed. "  The  first  and  larger  island  has  been 
laid  out  with  considerable  taste,  and:  culti- 
vated with  great  care ;  it  is  adorned  with  a 
profusion  of  flowering  plants  and  evergreens, 
and  with  spacious,  neatly-formed  walks  winding 
on  each  side."  A  handsome  suspension  bridge 
had  been  thrown  across  the  eastern  branch  of 
the  river,  to  make  the  Islands  accessible.  "  It 
is  a  light  and  graceful  structure,  and  wants 
oidy  a  companion  on  the  other  side  to  render  it 
complete.  Without  another  bridge  to  con- 
nect the  walks  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
the  improvement  will  continue  very  defective 
and  unfinished;  and  as  the  funds  are  already 
exhausted,  we  think  the  Committee  ought  to 
make  a  second  appeal  to  tie  public,  to  en- 
deavour to  secure  this  desideratum." 

Ibid. — "Instructions  have  been  received  from  the 
General  Post-Office  that  from  the  date  of  Sun- 
day next,  the  South  mail  will  in  future,  instead 
of  arriving  at  three  a.m.  as  at  present,  reach 
Inverness  by  ten  o'clock  on  the  previous  even- 
ing. This  acceleration  has  been  accomplished 
by  abridging  the  stoppages  and  bringing  the 
mail  direct  by  Huntly,  instead  of  the  coast 
road  by  Banff.  The  mail  at  the  same  time  will 
h°  despatched  for  the  South  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
night  instead  of  ten." 

Ibid. — A,  summary  is  given  of  a  new  Sheriff  Court 
Small  Debt  Act.  It  rendered  decrees  and  ar- 
restments  operative  in  any  county,  and  not 
merely  in  the  county  of  the  debtor's  residence, 
as  heretofore. 

July  22.— The  Committee  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly issued  their  report  on  education  in  the 
Highlands.  Since  May  1828  the  Committee  had 
established  19  additional  schools,  making  the 
number  on  the  establishment  85.  The  progress 
was  gratifying,  but  the  report  says— "On  a 
moderate  computation,  170  additional  schools 
are  still  required  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands, 
and  upwards  of  8000  of  the  young  betwixt 
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eight  and  fifteen  years  of  age  are  still  unable 
to  read  and  write. 

Ibid.— The  French  Due  de  Chartres  visited  In- 
verness the  previous  week.  He  made  a  pencil 
sketch  of  the  house  in  Inverness  in  which  Prince 
Charles  Edward  resided  previous  to  tlie  battle 
of  Culloden,  and  which  was  afterwards  occu- 
pied' by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  The  Duke 
visited  Culloden  battlefield,  being  shown  over 
it  by  "honest  John  Macdc-nald,"  who  was  ac- 
customed to  act  as  guide.  The  paragraph  says 
that  the  Due  de  Chartres  had  the  good  taste 
and  feeling  to  condemn  a  barbarous  practice 
which  existed  of  opening  the  graves  of  the  High- 
landers far  the  purpose  of  carrying  off  bones  as 
relics. 

July  29. — Hugh  Miller's  Letters  on  the  Herring 
Fishery  begin  on  this  date,  and  are  continued 
through  several  issues. 

August  5  and  12. — These  two  issues  contain  ac- 
counts of  the  great  floods  of  the  3rd  and  4th 
August.  The  story  is  told  in  full  by  Sir 
Thomas  Dick  Lauder  in  his  book  on  the  Moray 
Floods.  The  only  flood  with  which  this  could 
be  compared  at  the  time  was  one  which  oc- 
curred in  September  1766.  The  flood  of  1829, 
however,  was  said  to  be  much  greater  than  its 
precursor.  * 

August  12. — The  young  Chief  of  Glengarry  at- 
tained his  majority  on  the  296h  inst.  The 
occasion  was  celebrated  by  a  dinner  in  the 
Macdonnell  Arms,  Glengarry.  Captain  Mac- 
doiiell  of  Achad-leathann  was  in  the  chair. 
Ibid. — "Died,  mi  25th  July,  in  the  hoaise  of 
her  son,  Captain  J.  Macdonell  of  Killiechonate, 
Catharine,  widow  of  the  late  John  Dhu  of 
Aberarder,  and  the  last  surviving  of  the  child- 
ren of  the  late  Colonel  Alexander  Macdonell 
of  Keppoch,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  own 
regiment  in  the  battle  of  Oulloden.  Mrs  Mac- 
donell was  a  perfect  model  of  a  lady  of  the  old 
school,  and  beloved  by  all  for  her  benevolence 
of  heart,  as  well  as  engaging  manners.  At 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  she  retained  the  use 
of  all  her  faculties,  and  was  cheerful  and  active 
to  the  last.  Her  funeral,  on  Monday,  notwith- 
standing the  unfavourableness  of  the  weatiher, 
was  attended  by  upwards  of  600  persons." 
September  2.^A  second  storm  swept  over  the 
country  on  the  26th  and  27th  nit.  It  is  de- 
scribed as  "  even  more  violent  than  that  of  the 
3rd  and  4th  ult. ,"  but  it  was  not  so  widespread 
and  disastrous.  Still,  it  seems  to  have  been 
bad  enough.  The  Valley  of  the  Ness  suffered. 
"Thursday,"  says  the  report,  "was  without 
exception  the  most  awful  day  we  ever  wit- 

•  Note  A.— The  Moray  Floods. 
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nessed.  Tiie  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  the 
wind  was  a  perfect  hurricane."  A  vessel  ill 
the  harbour  at  Nairn  was  wrecked  and  most  of 
tlie  pier  disappeared1. 

September  16. — "  The  highly  useful  project  of 
supplying  our  good  town  with  water  is  now 
nearly  finished,  and  bids  fair  to  be  completely 
successful.  Last  night  the  machinery  was  put 
to  the  test  in  presence  of  a  number  of  specta- 
tors. The  water-wheel  that  drives  the  force 
pump,  by  means  of  which  the  water  is  sent  to 
the  reservoir,  is  of  simple  but  powerful  con- 
struction, made  under  the  direction-  of  that 
ingenious  mechanic,  Mr  Miller,  manager  of 
the  Company's  works.  It  is  made  to  rise  and 
fall  according  to  the  state  of  the  river,  and  pro- 
pels Che  water  through  pipes  a  distance  of 
1300  yards,  at  an  elevation  of  about  100  feet. 
Last  night  water  was  for  the  first  time  forced 
up  to  the  reservoir,  and  from  thence  down 
Castle  Street  and  Bridge  Street,  thus  prov- 
ing the  practicability  and!  success  of  the 
works." 

September  30. — The  Northern  Meeting  and  In- 
verness Races  were  held  the  previous  week. 
"The  attendance  was  more  respectable  than 
numerous." 

Ibid. — Dr  Robertson  of  Aultnaskiah  was  re-elected 
Provost  of  Inverness.  The  Common  Good  of 
the  burgh  realised  £963  14s.  This  included 
£520  for  anchorage  and  shore  dues,  being  a 
decrease  of  £45  on  the  previous  year.  The 
Petty  Customs  and  Toll  of  the  Old  Bridge 
fetched  £320. 

October  7. — The  County  of  Inverness  concurred 
in  the  proposal  of  the  "Convener,  Sheriff  Fraser- 
Tytler,  that  it  was  expedient  and  of  import- 
ance to  have  the  members  of  Parliament  for  the 
Northern  Counties  added  to  the  Board  of  Par- 
liamentary Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads 
and  Bridges. — The  same  meeting  considered  a 
report  of  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  In- 
verness Gaol.  The  report  recommended  that 
a  new  gaol  should  be  built,  the  expense  to  be 
defrayed  by  an  assessment  of  threepence  on 
every  pound  Scots  of  valued  rent  to  be  paid  by 
the  proprietors,  and  three  halfpence  on  every 
pound  of  rent  payable  by  tenants.  Supposing 
the  gaol  to  cost  £10,000,  the  whole  of  that  sum 
with  interest  would  in  this  way  be  paid  in  six 
years.  The  meeting  continued  the  Committee, 
with  instructions  to  meet  with  the  Inverness 
Magistrates  with  a  view  to  transmit  a  joint 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  This  joint 
report  was  adopted  in  the  end!  of  October.  It 
recommended  that  gaols  should  be  erected  and 
maintained  at  the  expense  of  each  class  of  the 
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community  according  to  ability,  assessment  to 
be  levied  on  real  rent  in  town  andi  county. 

Ibid — "A  circumstance,  happily  now  of  rare  oc- 
currence, took  place  on  the  25th  ult.  A  large 
smuggling  lugger  was  captured  in  Loch-Sni- 
zort,  Isle  of  Skye,  with  eleven  men  and  a  valu- 
able cargo  of  gin,  tea,  tobacco,  and  snuff  on 
board.  The  seizure  was  not  made  till  after  a 
long,  dhase,  and  several  guns  were  fired." 

October  14.—  There  is  quoted  from  "The  Cale- 
donian Mercury"  a  cordial  notice  of  "Poems  by 
a  Journeyman  "Mason."  The  critic  says  "that 
the  pieces  contained  in  the  humble  volume  be- 
fore us  bear  the  stamp  and  impress  of  no  ordin- 
ary genius." 

Ibid. — The  death  is  announced  of  Bailie  John 
Simpson,  in  his  68th  year.  He  had  been  more 
than  forty  years  a  merchant  in  Inverness,  and 
about  half  that  time  a  magistrate.  He  was 
noted  for  his  freedom  "  from  anything  like 
guile  or  selfishness,"  and  for  kindliness  and 
warmth  of  heart. 

Ibid. — Mr  William  Murray  of  Rosemount  was 
elected  Provost  of  Tain.  Sir  Charles  A.  Ross 
of  Balnagown  was  made  a  burgess  of  the 
town. 

October  21. — Three  prisoners,  Irishmen,  made 
their  escape  from  the  gaol  of  Tain  by  breaking 
through  the  walls.  A  Committee  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Supply  and  Justices  reported  in 
favour  of  erecting  a  new  jail  at  Dingwall. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  contribution,  two  columns  long, 
entitled  "Authentic  Narrative  of  the  Passage 
of  John  de  Groat  from  Holland,  of  his  arrival 
at  Duncansbay  Head,  in  Caithness,  and  his  first 
reception  from  the  natives,  &c."  It  is  written 
by  a  correspondent  at  John  O'Oroat's,  who  was 
in  the  habit  of  sending  clever  poetical  pieces, 
and  whom  the  editor  requested  to  try  his  hand 
at  prose. 

November  14. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Inverness 
Farmer  Society  there  was  a  discussion  on  the 
annual  cost  of  a  pair  of  farm  horses,  including 
the  expense  of  a  ploughman  and  wear  and  tear 
of  harness.  One  practical  farmer,  whose  calcu- 
lation is  given,  figured  out  the  cost  at  £66  19s 
3d.  The  servants'  wages  are  put  at  £8,  and 
meal  £6,  making  a  total  of  £14. 

Ibid.—"  Died,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Lieut.-Colonel 
Colquhoun  Grant,  son  of  the  late  Duncan 
Grant  of  Lingieston,  of  disease  contracted  at 
Arracaus.  This  distinguished  officer,  during  the 
Peninsular  war,  and  subsequently  in  Belgium, 
was  at  the  head'  of  the  Intelligence  Department 
of  the  army." 

November  25. — There  is  a  report  of  a  meeting  of 
the  Nairnshire  Missionary  Society — Mr  James 
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A.  Grant,  Viewfleld,  in  the  chair.  The  contri- 
butions for  the  year  amounted  to  more  than 
£53. 

December  30.— The  Editor  closes  the  year  1829 
with  cordial  thanks  for  increased  support  In 
less  than  two  years  there  had  been  an  addition 
of  more  than  250  subscribers.  He  specially 
thanks  his  correspondents — "some  of  them  des- 
tined, if  we  mistake  not,  to  reflect  honour  on 
the  literature  of  their  country."  Several  con- 
tributions from  Hugh  Miller,  besides  his  Letters 
on  the  Herring  Fishery,  can  be  traced  through 
the  last  eight  months  of  the  year.  They  ap- 
pear in  revised  form  in  his  published  works. 
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No.  VI. 

The  year  1830  is  the  dividing  line  between 
two  political  eras.  When  the  year  began, 
however,  the  premonitions  of  change  showed 
themselves  only  in  general  mutterings  and 
discontent.  The  Government  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  and  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  been 
weakened  by  the  Act  of  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion, which  was  resented  by  a  large  section 
of  his  own  party.  The  Duke  had  previously 
parted  with  an  influential  section  of  the 
Whigs,  and  the  Opposition  was  rapidly  be- 
coming compact  and  powerful,  reinforced  on 
occasion  by  Tory  malcontents.  The  subject 
of  electoral  reform  was  coming  to  the  front, 
though  more  slowly  than  one  would  imagine 
at  this  distance  of  time.  The  real  grievance 
arose  from  the  distress  of  tlie  country. 
Manufacturers  and  agriculturists  were  both 
suffering  to  such  an  extent  that  a  member  of 
Parliament  described  the  working  c'asses  as 
approaching  starvation.  When  Parliament 
met  in  February  1830,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  disappointed  by  the  cold  (.ernip  IP 
which  the  Royal  speech  spoke  of  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs.  This  intensified  the  feelings 
of  dissatisfaction  which  had  previously  ex- 
isted, and  Ministers  had  a  troubled  time. 
While  the  political  temper  was  in  this  un- 
settled state,  George  Fourth  died  in  the 
month  of  June. 

The  second  half  of  1830  had  scarcely  begun 
when  the  Revolution  broke  out  in  France, 
which  drove  Charles  X.  from  the  throne,  and 
set  up  Louis  Philippe.  The  movement  was 
hailed  with  enthusiasm  in  Britain,  where  the 
autocratic  policy  of  Charles  and  his  Minister 
Prince  de  Po'ignac  was  regarded  with  strong 
aversion.  The  upheaval  in  France  excited 
Belgium,  which  disliked  the  connection  with 
Holland  established  by  the  Congress  of 
Vienna  in  1815.  and  a  revolt  at  Brussels 
ended,  before  the  close  of  the  year,  in  the 
establishment  of  Belgian  independence. 
Events  on  the  Continent  reacted  on  this  coun- 
try, and  created1  a  strong  desire  for  political 
Reform. 

The  new  King,  William  IV.,  had  been  wel- 
comed on  his  accession  to  the  Throne,  but  his 
popularity  did  not  strengthen  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  administration.  The  new  Par- 
liament which  was  summoned  on  the  acces- 
sion of  the  King  speedily  showed  its  dissatis- 
faction with  the  Cabinet.  The  Houses 
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assembled  on  the  26th  of  October,  and  got  to 
business  early  in  November.  Earl  Grey,  re- 
ferring to  the  disturbances  on  the  Continent, 
spoke  in  the  Lords  of  the  importance  of  secur- 
ing the  affections  of  their  fellow-subjects  by 
reforming  Parliament.  The  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington at  once  took  up  a  position  of  hopeless 
antagonism.  He  said  "he  had  never  heard 
or  read  of  any  measure  up  to  the  present 
moment  which  could  in  any  degree  satisfy 
his  mind  that  the  state  of  the  representation 
could  bo  improved,  or  be  rendered  more  satis- 
factory to  the  country  at  large  than  at  the 
present  moment."  There  is  a  story  that  the 
Tory  Peers  were  themselves  so  amazed  at 
this  declaration  that  when  Wellington  sat 
down,  a  hum  of  criticism  arose  through  the 
House ;  and  the  Duke,  on  asking  a  colleague 
what  it  meant,  received  the  reply,  "You  have 
announced  the  fall  of  your  Government,  that 
is  all."  The  actual  defeat,  however,  came 
on  a  motion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  pro- 
posed by  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  for  a  Committee 
on  the  Civil  List.  This  motion  was  carried 
on  the  15th  of  November  by  a  majority  of  29, 
and  the  Ministry  resigned.  Earl  Grey  was 
sent  for  to  form  an  administration,  and 
Brougham  became  Lord  Chancellor.  Lord 
Althorp  was  selected  as  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
with  Lord  John  Eussell  as  one  of  his  most 
active  colleagues.  It  was  understood  from 
the  outset  that  Parliamentary  Reform  would 
engage  the  attention  of  the  new  Ministry. 

The  year  1830  is  famous  for  the  opening  of 
the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Railway,  which 
proved  beyond  dispute  the  value  of  the  form 
of  locomotion  advocated  by  George  Stephen- 
son.  The  opening  ceremony  occurred  on 
15th  September.  Unfortunately  the  occa- 
sion was  marred  by  an  accident  which  proved 
fatal  to  William  Huskisson,  the  member  for 
Liverpool,  a  man  who  had  done  eminent  ser- 
vice as  a  statesman  and  financier.  Huskis- 
son was  knocked  down  by  a  passing  engine, 
and  died  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 

From  the  "  Inverness  Courier." 
1830. 

January  6. — A  few  days  before  there  was 
launched  at  Cromarty,  from  the  shipyard  of 
Hugh  Allan,  a  large  handsome  schooner,  which 
was  christened  "The  Sutors  of  Oromarty." 
The  launch  is  described  by  a  correspondent, 
evidently  Hugh  Miller,  who  makes  the  incj- 
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dent  the  occasion  for  a  column  of  interesting 
traditions. 

January  13. — There  is  a  long  account  in  this 
issue  of  a  case  that  arose  in  connection  with 
the  administration  of  Dr  White's  charity,  Ross- 
keen.  The  ca."ie  is  not  now  of  special  interest, 
but  the  extract  from  the  will  of  the  testator, 
Dr  White,  of  Bombay,  may  be  quoted: — "I 
direct  that  £2000  sterling  be'founded  or  morti- 
fied in  that  parish  [Rosskeen]  for  the  decayed1 
and  modest  poor — that  the  interest  of  the 
above  sum  be  annually  distributed  among  the 
most  indigent,  in  sums  from  three  to  five 
pounds  yearly,  cseteris  paribus  the  name  of 
Bethune  to  be  preferred.  The  minister  for 
the  time  being  and  elders  to  be  managers,  with 
two  of  the  chief  heritors  in  rotation  of  twenty 
years." 

January  20. — The  Magistrates  and  bakers  of 
Inverness  met  to  consider  the  price  of  bread, 
and  agreed  to  reduce  it  a  penny  per  4-lb.  loaf. 
The  price  of  this  loaf  for  fine  bread  was  fixed 
at  ninepence,  and  second  quality  sevenpence. 

Ibid.— The  Reay  country  had  recently  been  a<  quired 
by  the  house  of  Sutherland,  and  extensive  im- 
provements were  contemplated.  "A  complete 
survey  has  been  made  of  the  whole,  and  roads 
and  bridgis  are  forthwith  to  be  entered  upon. 
The  people  seem  highly  gratified  that  since  it 
was  found  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  estate, 
it  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  present 
noble  proprietor,  the  Marquis  of  Stafford, 
whose  public  spirit  will  undoubtedly  supply 
the  natives  with  means  of  employment,  and 
thus  materially  better  their  condition.  The 
lands  of  the  noble  Marquis  in  the  North,  by  this 
recent  extension,  stretch  over  a  tract  of  country 
exceeding,  in  a  direct  line,  one  hundred  miles." 

January  27. — Subscriptions  for  the  improvements 
of  the  Ness  Islands  had  reached  the  amount  of 
£803  8s  6d.  It  was  hoped  that  further  con- 
tributions would  be  obtained  to  enable  the  com- 
mittee to  complete  their  original  scheme  of 
throwing  a  bridge  over  the  western  branch  of 
the  river,  and  so  connecting  the  banks  on  both 
sides.  In  the  next  issue  an  additional  sum  of 
£50  was  announced  from  Mr  David  Inglis, 
London,  making  his  contribution  £100. 

Ibid. — A  letter  from  Stornoway  states  that  the 
Hon.  Mrs  Stewart  Mackenzie  had  established 
five  Sabbath  Schools  in  that  town,  besides  a 
female  school  where  the  children  of  the  poor 
were  taught  during  the  week  English,  Gaelic, 
writing,  and  needlework ;  also  a  Sabbath  even- 
ing school  for  the  instruction  of  female  ser- 
vants. The  same  lady  was  endeavouring  to 
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establish  similar  schools  in  other  parishes  in 
the  Lews. 

February  5. — The  price  of  bread  in  Inverness  is 
the  subject  of  discussion.  Two  points  of  some 
interest  are  brought  out.  One  is  that  the  loaf 
sold  here  for  9d  was  then  5  ounces  8  drams  less 
in  weight  than  the  loaf  sold  in  Edinburgh  for 
8d.  The  other  has  reference  to  the  legal  posi- 
tion of  the  trade.  "We  are  told,"  says  the 
editor,  "that  the  bakers  are  by  law  allowed  25 
per  cent.,  and  that  as  the  Magistrates  cannot 
interfere  with  them  within  this  allowance,  the 
best  way  to  reduce  prices  would  be  to  establish 
a  competition." 

Ibid. — A  meeting  was  held  at  Elgin  to  consider 
the  question  of  lighting  the  town  with  gas. 
"It  was  resolved  that  the  Magistrates,  having 
agreed  to  pay  annually  for  five  years  the  sum 
of  £35,  the  inhabitants  should  assess  them- 
selves in  a  rate  of  4d  per  pound  rent  for  a, 
like  period  of  five  years,  all  houses  under  £5 
rent  being  exempted  from  the  assessment." 
The  meeting  next  resolved  to  form  a  joint  stock 
company,  with  a  capital  of  £2500,  and 
within  half-an-hour  £1640  worth  of  shares  were 
taken. 

Ibid. — At  an  Excise.  Court  held  in  Gran- 
town,  a  number  of  persons  were  cited  for 
having  in  their  possession  candle-moulds  or 
home-made  candles,  without  having  paid 
duty.  The  Excise  officers  had  made  a  raid  in 
the  district,  and  brought  up  between  forty  and 
fifty  coses.  The  Justices  would  not  convict 
where  onlv  one  candle  was  found,  or  where 
moulds  only  were  produced,  holding  "that  the 
mere  possession  of  a  mould  did1  not  constitute 
a  breach  of  the  Excise  laws."  In  cases  where 
more  than  one  candle  was  found,  the  Court 
awarded  a  "mitigated"  penalty  of  £26.  with 
a  recommendation  to  the  Board  of  Excise  to 
exact  no  more  than  a  nominal  fine.  This  raid 
led  to  an  angry  correspondence  in  subse- 
quent numbers.  The  Excise  officers  alleged 
that  the  candles  were  not  made  for  home  use, 
but  were  turned  out  in  considerable  numbers 
for  sale.  They  had  seized  as  many  as  32  stones 
of  candles. 

February  10. — Two  serious  crimes  are  reported 
in  this  number.  One  is  the  murder  of  a  lonely 
woman  named1  Helen  Mackenzie,  sixty  years  of 
age,  at  her  cottage  near  the  mill-dam  of  Achna- 
garron,  Easter  Ross.  The  motive  was  robbery, 
as  she  was  believed  to  possess  money.  A  search 
through  subsequent  files  shows  that  the  autho- 
rities failed  to  discover  the  murderer. — The 
other  serious  case  was  the  robbery  of  a  pedlar 
near  Grantown.  The  poor  man  was  attacked 
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and  left  insensible.  He  was  robbed  of  £23  in 
moiiey,  and  of  goods  to  the  value  of  £30.  The 
perpetrators  of  this  outrage  were  not  dis- 
covered, at  least  at  the  time. 

Ibid. — The  debates  at  the  opening  of  Parliament 
are  reported  at  considerable  length.  The 
Government  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was 
getting  into  those  difficulties  which  led  to  the 
first  Reform  Bill.  A  clause  in  the  Royal 
Speech,  which  represented  the  distress  in  tliis 
country  as  local  or  partial,  was  keenly  re- 
sented. 

February  17. — The  death  of  General  Stewart  of 
Garth,  Governor  of  the  Island  of  St  Lucia, 
occurred  on  18th  December.  ''The  General 
was  known  as  a  gallant  soldier,  and  no  less 
known  as  the  author  of  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting books  in  the  language — 'Sketches  of  the 
Highlands,  &c.'  We  lately  saw  a  letter  from 
the  General,  written  in  high  health  and  spirits, 
in  which  he  indulged  the  anticipation  of  long 
and  happy  days  in  St  Lucia.  He  had  begun  a 
number  of  improvements,  towards  the  com- 
pletion of  which  he  was  looking  eagerly  for- 
ward, little  dreaming  of  the  melancholy  evunt 
that  was  so  nigh  at  hand." 

Ibid. — "Early  in  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the 
6th  inst.,  before  daylight,  as  a  party  of  Excise 
officers  were  returning  from  a  survey  in  the 
Dingwall  district,  after  destroying  a  quantity 
of  malt,  they  were  fired  at  from  amongst  some 
bushes  by  the  roadside  at  Crofts  of  Ardna- 
grask,  near  the  Muir  of  Ord.  One  of  the  men 
had  two  slug  shots  fired  through  his  hat,  and 
his  head  was  slightly  grazed,  but  none  of  the 
party  were  injured.  As  the  Excisemen  were 
ignorant  of  tli%  strength  of  the  party,  they 
judged  it  best  to  pursue  their  journey  without 
attempting  to  seize  their  assailants." 

February  24. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Magistrates 
and  bakers  of  Inverness,  held  on  this  date,  it 
was  resolved  to  return  to  the  old  weight  of 
the  quartern  loaf,  4  Ibs.  5  oz.  8  dr. ,  and  to  fix 
the  price  as  follows  : — Fine  quartern  loaf,  9d  ; 
second  do.,  7d ;  and  the  small  bread  in  pro- 
portion. This  change  was  due  to  threatened 
competition,  and  the  paragraph  says  that  "we 
think  the  old  monopoly  is  now  fairly  broken 
down,  and  will  never  again  be  so  firmly  estab- 
lished." 

March  3. — A  very  beautifully  executed  series  of 
drawings  by  a  lady,  done  from  the  etchings 
of  Mr  Petley,  of  the  carved!  stones  at  Nigg 
and  Shandwick,  in  Ross-shire,  were  laid  before 
the  Northern  Institution.  They  -were  in- 
tended for  the  Royal  Antiquarian  Society  of 
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Copenhagen,  between  whom  and  the  Northern 
Institution  a  correspondence  had  for  some  time 
subsisted.  At  the  same  meeting  Mr  George 
Anderson,  the  secretary,  read  a  paper  on  vitri- 
fied forte. 

Ibid. — The  baptism  of  a  converted  Jew,  which 
took  place  in  the  Inverness  Gaelic  Church, 
caused  some  local  excitement.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Clark.  The  man 
was  a  native  of  Warsaw,  named  Ezekiel  or 
Caspar  Auerback,  and  was  a  hawker  of  station- 
ery and  other  articles. 

March  10. — There  is  a  description  of  a  wild  boar 
hunt  which  took  place  by  the  side  of  the 
Devcron,  in  Banffshire.  borne  years  previously 
the  Earl  of  Fife  had  imported  a  boar  and  three 
sows  from  Germany,  but  they  and  their 
progeny  had  dropped  off  one  by  one,  except 
a  single  fine  hour,  which  haunted  the  district. 
During  a  snowstorm,  however,  he  became  a 
terror  to  the  people,  and  the  country-side 
turned  out  with  dog  and  gun  to  despatch  him. 
"His  path  was  easily  tracked  in  the  snow,  and 
on  meeting  the  fierce  intruder  a  spirited  scene 
ensued.  His  extraordinary  speed,  no  less  than 
his  ferocity,  kept  the  belligerents  at  bay  for 
some  time,  but  he  was  at  length  destroyed, 
pierced  by  a  number  of  bullets." 

March  17. — The  steamer  Maid  of  Morven,  from 
Inverness  to  Glasgow,  foundered  at  Oban 
quay.  She  had  taken  the  ground  when  the 
tide  receded,  and  the  weight  of  goods  over- 
balanced her.  No  lives  were  lost. 

March  31.— The  foundation-stone  of  Anderson's 
Institution  was  laid  at  Elgin  on  the  previous 
Wednesday  with  Masonic  honours.  The  mem- 
bers of  two  lodges  took  part  in  the 
ceremony,  namely,  Kilmolymock  Lodge  and 
Trinity  Lodge.  The  foundation-stone  was 
laid  by  the  Grandmaster,  William  Brodie  of 
Brodie. 

April  7. — "The  fever  of  emigration  is  at  present 
raging  in  its  height  in  the  county  of  Suther- 
land, and  the  wilds  of  Upper  Canada  are  this 
year  the  chosen  scene  for  this  voluntary  exile. 
Vessels  have  been  freighted  to  sail  about  the 
end  of  May,  and  no  less  than  three  hundred 
males,  besides  children,  have  already  regis- 
tered their  names  as  passengers." 

April  14. — From  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
on  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  it  appeared 
that  £1800  had  been  expended  in  repairing  the 
damage  caused1  by  the  floods  of  1829,  and  that 
other  £10,000  would  be  required. 

Ibid. — A  movement  was  on  foot  to  establish  an 
Academy  at  Nairn,  and  a  list  of  subscriptions 
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is  given. — A  Mechanics'  Institute  was  also  set 
on  foot  at  Nairn. 

April  21  and  28.— A  jury  trial  was  held  at  Inver- 
ness, in  which  the  Hon.  Mrs  Hay  Mackenzie 
was  pursuer  and  Sir  Hugh  Munro,  Bart  of 
Fowlis,  was  defender.  The  case  related  to  the 
possession  of  a  small  glen  on  Ben-Nevis,  called 
Corrienafiole,  occupied  as  a  summer  grazing 
and  a  shooting  ground  in  the  autumn.  A  great 
number  of  witnesses  were  examined  in  Gaelic. 
The  trial  lasted  for  three  days,  and  in  the 
end  the  jury  found  for  the  pursuer. 

Ibid. — The  first  notice  appears  of  the  Assynfc 
murderer,  famous  in  local  annals.  The  body 
of  a  pedlar  named  Murdo  Grant,  who  is  de- 
scribed as  a  steady,  respectable  young  man, 
was  found  in  a  loch  in  Assynt.  The  marks  on 
his  body  showed  that  it  was  too  probable  he 
had  met  with  a  violent  death.  The  Sheriff  of 
Sutherland  and  the  Procurator-Fiscal,  who 
were  attending  the  Circuit  Court  at  Inverness 
when  the  news  arrived,  set  off  to  investigate 
the  matter. 

May  5. — There  are  reports  of  discussions  at  thd 
Synod  of  Moray  and  the  Presbytery  of  Inver- 
ness relative  to  the  law  of  patronage.  At  both, 
the  Rev.  Mr  Clark.  Inverness,  moved  a.n  over- 
ture to  the  General  Assembly  urging  the  pro- 
priety of  enacting  that  before  a  minister  could 
be  inducted  to  a  church,  a  call  to  him  must  be 
regularly  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  male  com- 
municants of  a  parish.  Rev.  Mr  Fraser,  of 
Kirkhill,  seconded.  The  overture  was  re- 
jected in  the  Synod  by  20  votes  to  9,  and  in 
the  Presbytery  by  5  votes  to  4.  One  of  the 
arguments  against  the  overture  was  that  it 
would  bring  the  Church  into  collision  with  the 
civil  law. 

May  28. — "Sir  Robert  Peel,  the  venerable  father 
of  Mr  Secretary  Peel,  died  on  Monday  week, 
and  the  consequent  absence  of  the  Secretary 
has  caused  some  interruption  to  the  business 
of  the  riouse  of  Commons.  Several  motions 
have  been  postponed,  and  the  House  adjourned 
on  Thursday  night  to  Monday.  Mr  O'Connell 
and  Lord  John  Russell  have  postponed  their 
motions  on  the  subject  of  the  reform  of  the 
representation  of  the  people,  which  stood  for 
Thursday,  till  Friday,  May  28." 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  a  young  man  named  Mac- 
leod,  had  been  arrested  in  Assynt  on  suspicion 
of  being  connected  with  the  murder  of  the 
pedlar,  Murdoch  Grant.  The  body  of  the 
murdered  man  had  been  dreadfully  bruised  and 
mangled  by  a  hatchet  or  hammer.  It  was 
known  that  he  had  left  his  native  parish  of 
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Lochbroom  with  goods  in  his  pack  to  the  value 
of  at  least  £50,  and  money  on  his  person  to  the 
amount  of  £5.  Suspicion  alighted  on  Macleod 
from  his  changing  a  £5  bank  note. 

May  19. — The  trial  of  a  will  case,  known  as  the 
Dundonnell  cause,  occupies  a  large  part  of  the 
paper.  The  jury  were  unable  to  agree,  and 
were  -discharged. 

Ibid. — Among  the  donations  to  the  Northern  In- 
stitution was  a  s«t  of  preserved  specimens  of 
the  Linnsea  borealis  in  flower,  gathered  on  the 
Knock  of  Alves,  near  Elgin,  by  the  Rev. 
George  Gordon  of  that  town.  From  the  same 
gentleman  there  was  also  laid  on  the  table  a 
complete  and  valuable  assortment  of  the  rocks 
found  in  the  lower  district  of  Morayshire,  ac- 
companied by  a  memoir  on  the  geology  of  that 
part  of  the  country./  Mr  George  Anderson, 
the  Secretary,  also  read  a  paper  on  the  great 
boulder,  Tom  Riach,  which  stands  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  River  Nairn,  about  two  miles 
from  Culloden  battlefield. 

May  26.— The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant,  M.P., 
presented  the  Rev.  Alexander  Beith,  minister 
at  Kilbrandon,  to  tiie  parish  of  Glcnelg,  in  the 
Presbytery  of  L/ochcarron. 

June  2. — On  the  24-th  ult.  a  Oroma-rty  boat,  re- 
turning from  Wick  with  passengers,  struck  on 
a  rock  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dunbeath,  and 
all  on  board,  with  one  exception,  perished. 
Ten  lives  were  los€,  including  a  family  named 
Ross  from  Tain,  consisting  of  husband  and 
wife  and  six  children.  "It  is  not  a  little  re- 
markable," says  the  report,  "that  since  the 
middle  of  autumn  last  a  greater  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Cromarty  have  perished  at  sea 
than  for  the  thirty  years  preceding." 

June  9 — The  question  whether  Catholics  were 
liable  for  fees  to  Session  Clerks  was  decided  in 
the  negative  by  the  Sheriff-Substitute  at  In- 
verness. The  case  arose  out  of  a  claim  made 
by  the  Session-Clerk  of  Kilmonivaig  for  re- 
gistering the  births  and  marriages  of  certain  of 
the  parishioners  who  were  Roman  Catholics. 
The  entries  were  made  without  the  knowledge 
or  consent  of  the  parents. 

Ibid. — "We  understand  that  the  important  cause 
betwixt  Glengarry  and  the  Caledonian  Canal 
Commissioners,  which  has  been  for  some  years 
in  the  Court  of  Session,  was  decided  in  favour 
of  the  Commissioners  on  Saturday  last.  The 
case  related  to  the  possession  of  Loch-Oich, 
which  is  surrounded  by  lands  belonging  to 
Glengarry,  and  for  the  use  of  which,  in  the 
formation  of  the  Canal,  he  claimed  compensa- 
tion from  the  Commissioners.  The  decision 
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goes  to  establish  what  was  urged  for  the  de- 
fenders, that  an  inland  loch  is  the  property  of 
the  surrounding  proprietors,  only  while  it  is 
of  no  use  to  the  public,  and  that  tlie  public 
have  a  right  to  convert  such  lochs  to  the  public 
benefit  whenever  practicable." 

June  23. — The  Inverness  Wool  Market  was  held 
the  previous  week.  Prices  for  wool  were  a 
shade  higher  than  the  previous  year,  but  prices 
for  sheep  were  at  least  twenty  per  cent  down. 
Not  one-fourth  of  the  usual  business  was  trans- 
acted. A  long-argued  question  concerning  the 
date  of  the  fair  was  settled.  Hitherto  it  had 
been  held  in  the  middle  of  June.  At  a  meeting, 
however,  held  on  this  occasion,  it  was  resolved 
to  postpone  the  time  till  the  second  Thursday 
of  July,  and  to  make  application  to  the  Magi- 
strates to  sanction  the  change.  Complaint  was 
made  of  the  high  tolls  charged  for  sheep.  It 
was  also  stated  that  a  disease  which  shepherds 
called  "trembling"  had  appeared  amongst  flocks 
on  their  way  South.  It  was  supposed  to  be 
due  to  bad  accommodation  on  the  road,  and 
to  the  fatigue  of  travelling  on  the  hard,  dry 
turnpikes. 

Ibid. — The  previous  week  two  brigs  left  Cro- 
marty  for  Quebec,  carrving  between  them 
about  320  passengers.  About  a  fortnight  be- 
fore another  vessel  sailed  from  the  North  with 
emigrants,  and  altogether  it  was  believed  that 
600  persons,  chiefly  from  Sutherland,  had 
quitted  their  native  country.  This  emigration 
seems  to  have  sprung  generally  from  the  favour- 
able representations  of  friends  already  settled 
in  Canada.  Many  of  the  emigrants  possessed 
property,  and  many  were  youn2  and  eager  for 
adventure. 

June  30. — This  number  announces  the  death  of 
King  George  IV.  The  bulletin  issued  by  the 
King's  medical  attendants  was  as  follows:  — 
"Windsor  Castle.  June  26.  It  has  pleased 
Almighty  God  to  take  from  the  world  the 
King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty.  His  Majesty 
expired  at  a  quarter-past  three  o'clock  this 
morning  without  pain." 

Ibid. — On  the  21st  inst.  the  foundation-stone  of 
a  branch  of  the  National  Bank  was  laid  at 
Portree,  in  the  Isle  of  Skye,  and  also  of  a  com- 
modious Inn.  The  ceremony  took  place  with 
Masonic  honours. 

July  7. — On  the  previous  Friday,  at  noon,  the, 
ceremony  of  proclaiming  King  William  TV. 
was  performed  at  the  Cross  of  Inverness  by 
the  Sheriff-Depute  of  the  County,  in  presence 
of  the  Magistrates  of  Inverness,  the  Sheriff- 
Substitute,  and  a  large  gathering.  After  the 
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proclamation,  the  Militia  Staff  fired  three 
volleys.  The  Sheriff-Depute  and  Magistrates 
then  retired  to  the  Town  Hall,  where  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  were  administered  to  the 
public  officers,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Pro- 
curators, before  the  Sheriff  Court.  The  pro- 
clamation was  also  made  at  Tain  and  Nairn 
by  the  Sheriff  or  Sheriff-Substitute. 
Ibij. — "Post  riders  have  now  been  established  to 
start  twice  a  week,  on  Mondays  and  Thurs- 
days, from  Golspie,  for  Tongue,  Assynt,  Lairg, 
and  Lochinver.  When  the  new  road,  which 
is  now  in  progress,  is  completed  letters  will 
also  be  transmitted  by  riders  to  Durness  and 
Scourie." 

July  14. — Parliament  was  dissolved  on  the  de- 
mise of  King  George  IV.,  and  in  the  county  of 
Inverness  a  contest  was  at  once  begun.  The 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant  was  opposed  by 
Macleod  of  Macleod.  The  latter  grounded  his 
claims  on  his  adherence  to  the  administration 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  from  which  Mr 
Grant  had  withdrawn.  At  the  same  time  the 
Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  Inverness 
resolved  to  support  Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys  as 
their  candidate  for  the  Inverness  Burghs. 
"Nairn  and  Forces,  we  understand,  have  agreed 
to  do  the  same,  and  as  Inverness  is  the  return- 
ing burgh,  it  seems  almost  certain  that  the 
present  able  member,  Mr  Robert  Grant,  will 
lose  his  seat."  The  opposition  to  Charles 
Grant  was  mainly  political,  but  there  is  a 
tradition  that  a  personal  element  entered  into 
the  opposition  to  Robert  Grant.  He  had 
failed,  it  is  said,  to  secure  the  office  of  Collector 
of  Customs  at  Inverness  for  a  near  relative  of 
his  chief  supporter,  and  accordingly  received 
notice  to  emit.  However  this  may  be,  the 
Wellington  Ministry  was  evidently  very  anxious 
to  oust  the  two  Grants. 

Ibid. — ,"A  daring  attempt  was  lately  made  to 
escape  from  the  gaol  of  Dornoch  by  Hugh  Mac- 
leod, the  young  man  suspected  of  being  the 
perpetrator  of  the  atrocious  murder  at 
Assynt,  and  a  convict  of  the  name  of  Mac- 
donald.  The  parties  had,  we  understand, 
arranged  to  seize  the  gaolers,  take  the  keys, 
and  thus  effect  their  escape.  Information  was, 
however,  conveyed  to  the  authorities  by  another 
prisoner,  who  had  overheard  the  scheme,  and 
steps  were  taken  which  prevented  its  com- 
pletion. The  prisoners  were  accordingly  lodged 
in  separate  cells,  and  strictly  guarded1." 
July  21. — Feeling  began  to  run  high  in  the  con- 
test for  the  representation  of  the  county.  It  is 
explicitly  stated  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
were  using  their  influence  against  Charles 
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Grant.  Circulars  issued  by  his  opponent  had 
been  franked  by  the  Home  Secretary.  The 
"Courier,"  however,  declared  that  Mr  Grant 
was  assured  of  a  majority. 

Ibid. — "Last  week  a  veteran  of  the  name  of 
William  Cameron  died  in  the  parish  of  Croy, 
county  of  Nairn,  at  the  advanced  age  of  97.' 
When  only  a  lad  he  was  pressed  by  the  troops 
in  the  service  of  George  II,  and"  obliged  to 
assist  in  conveying  their  baggage  a  short  time 
previous  to  the  memorable  and  decisive  battle 
of  Culloden,  and  at  that  conflict  he  fought  in 
support  of  the  House  of  Hanover  against  his 
father,  who  supported  the  claims  of  the  last 
of  the  Stuarts.  He  went  afterwards  to  the 
East  Indies  in  the  73rd  Regiment,  and  was 
ultimately  discharged  with  a  pension  of  a 
shilling  a  day,  which  he  enjoyed  for  fifty  years. 
Two  of  his  grandsons,  one  of  them  a'  drill 
sergeant,  are  at  present  serving  in  the  gallant 
42nd'  Regiment.  On  one  occasion  his  son, 
grandson,  and  son-in-law,  and  himself  drew 
their  pensions  together  at  Fort-George  "  The 
"veteran"  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Cul- 
loden could  not  have  been  more  than  thirteen 
years  of  age. 

July  28. — The  number  contains  an  account  of 
improvements  by  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  in 
the  county  of  Sutherland,  especially  in  the 
making  of  roads.  Previous  to  1829  a  road  had 
been  made  along  the  north  coast  of  Sutherland 
to  the  river  Naver.  At  Whitsunday  1829  the 
Marquis  acquired  the  Reay  country,  and 
directed  the  road  to  be  continued  to  the  Kyle 
of  Tongue,  and  across  the  Moin  to  Loch- 
Eriboll. 

August  14. — This  number  records  the  Revolution 
in  France  which  caused  the  flight  of  Charles 
X.  It  is  the  number  whicli  Hugh  Miller  re- 
ceived at  Cromarty  when  he  was  hewing  in 
the  neighbourhood  'of  the  harbour,  surrounded 
by  a  group  of  French  fishermen.  Their  boat 
bore  the  name  of  Charles  X.,  and  as  soon  as 
they  heard  of  the  King's  flight,  one  of  them 
took  a  piece  of  chalk,  and  effaced  the  royal 
name.  Miller  relates  the  incident  in  the  next 
number  of  the  "Courier,"  and  has  described  it 
in  his  "Schools  and  Schoolmasters." 
Ibid. — Mr  Robert  Grant  was  elected  one  of  the 
members  for  the  city  of  Norwich,  having,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr  Gtirney,  ousted'  Colonel 
Jonathan  Peel,  a  brother  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, over  whom  Mr  Grant  obtained  a  majority 
of  351.  "The  number  of  voters  who  came  for- 
ward to  support  Mr  Grant  was  2277.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  a  higher  honour  has 
seldom  been  conferred  on  a  public  man." 
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August  11. — The  public  are  respectfully  in- 
formed that  the  Caledonian  Coach  now  runs 
daily  to  and  from  Perth,  starting  from  the 
Caledonian  Hotel,  Inverness,  at  a  quarter  be- 
fore 5  a.m.,  and  from  the  George  and  Star  Inn, 
Perth,  at  6  a.m. 

Ibid. — The  first  general  meeting  of  subscribers  to 
the  Nairn  Academy  was  held  on  the  previous 
Friday,  when  a  draft  of  the  rules  was  carefully 
gone  over  and  adjusted. — In  the  same  number 
there  is  a  review  of  Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder's 
book  on  the  Moray  floods. 

August  18. — Sir  James  W.  Mackenzie  of  Scatwell 
was  elected,  without  opposition,  M.P.  for  the 
county  of  Ross.  Lord  Francis  Leveson-Gower 
was  elected  member  for  the  county  of  Suther- 
land. 

11JU1. — It  is  stated  that  William  Fraser  of  Gold- 
ston  Hall,  Berbice,  had  in  his  will  bequeathed 
freedom  to  upwards  of  twenty  slaves  on  his 
estate  in  the  colony.  Mr  Fraser  died  at  Tain 
in  the  43rd  year  of  his  age. 

August  25.— Colonel  John  Buillie  of  Leys  was 
elected  member  for  the  Inverness  District  of 
Burghs.  The  same  number  records  that  the 
former  member,  Mr  Robert  Grant,  had  given 
£100  to  the  burgh  of  Fortrose  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  expense  incurred  in  bringing 
water  into  the  town. — The  Hon.  Captain 
Campbell,  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Cawdor,  was 
elected  member  for  the  county  of  Nairn.  The 
new  members  entertajned  the  leading  inhabi- 
tants to  dinner.  The  dinner  given  by  Colonel 
Baillie  in  the  Caledonian  Hotel  at  Inverness  is 
described  as  superb.  "Two  turtles,  which  had 
been  ordered  from  London  by  the  member, 
were  served  up  in  a  style  that  would  have 
thrown  Meg  Dods  into  ecstasies,  while  the 
various  wines— champagne,  Madeira,  claret, 
&c. — were  equally  excellent." 

September  1.— The  "contest  for  the  representation 
of  the  county  of  Inverness  terminated  on  the 
previous  Friday  in  the  re-election  of  Charles 
Grant.  "From  the  commencement  of  the 
struggle  the  result  was  looked  forward  to  with 
intense  anxiety  in  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
The  periodical  press,  daily,  weekly,  monthly, 
and  quarterly  had  taken  up  the  subject — lords 
and  commoners  had  discussed  it  at  public 
meetings — -politicians  of  all  parties  were  on  the 
qui  vive,  forecasting  future  events  from  the 
success  or  defeat  of  the  popular  candidate^— 
and  by  universal  consent  the  last  election  in 
Britain  was  pronounced  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important."  It  is  stated  that  the  contest  was 
conducted  with  great  courtesy  on  both  sides. 
The  battle  was  fought  on  public  grounds.  On 
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th«  day  of  election  the  .trial  of  strength  was 
made  on  the  election  of  Chairman,  For  Mr 
Macpherson-Grant  of  Ballindallocb,  who  sup- 
ported Mr  Charles  Grant,  34  freeholders 
voted ;  and  for  Colonel  Grant  of  Grant,  the 
leading  maai  on  the  other  side,  25.  This  gave 
the  one  party  a  majority  of  nine.  Macleod  of 
Macleod  then  withdrew  from  the  contest,  de- 
livering at  the  same  time  a  speech  in  which  he 
expressed  his  political  views.  Mr  Charles 
Grant  also  delivered  a  brilliant  speech.  Since 
his  retirement  from  the  Government  he  had 
acted  as  an  independent  member,  and  intended 
so  to  continue.  "For  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
the  greatest  Captain  of  his  age,  the  benefactor 
of  his  country,  the  conqueror  of  Napoleon,  he 
retained  sentiments  of  the  deepest  respect  and 
admiration."  He  claimed  the  right,  however, 
to  criticise  the  Duke's  political  administration. 
"Declining  to  give  any  pledge  in  general,  this 
pledge  I  will  give,  that  in  just  exertion  to 
obtain  your  approbation  and  that  of  the 
country,  I  shall  not  be  wanting.  Gentlemen, 
I  tluink  you  for  placing  not  the  representation 
only,  but  the  independence  of  the  county,  in 
my  hands.  The  "Courier"  says  that  after 
the  roll  of  freeholders  had  bei-n  purged  and 
made  up.  Mr  Grant  would  have  had  a  majority 
of  12.  Mr  Grant's  dinner  was  held  in  the  Cale- 
donian Hotel,  the  company  numbering  134. 
His  brother,  Mr  Robert  Grant,  was  present, 
and  his  health  was  proposed  by  young  Lochiel, 
and1  drunk  with  great  applause.  Macleod 
entertained  his  friends  in  the  Royal  Hotel.  A 
few  days  afterwards  a  splendid  "election  ball" 
was  given  in  the  Northern  Meeting  Rooms. 

September  15. — There  is  a  notice  of  a  treatise  on 
the  natural  history  of  the  salmon,  printed  for 
private  circulation  by  Mr  Alexander  Fraser, 
tacksman  at  Dochnalurg.  "For  more  than 
forty  years  Mr  Fraser  had  been  sedulously 
engaged  in  the  salmon  trade,  on  the  beautiful 
banks  of  the  loch  and  river  of  Ness,  and  a 
series  of  attentive  observations,  continued 
through  so  long  a  period,  has  put  him  in  pos- 
session of  much  new  and  valuable  information 
on  the  subject  of  his  study  and  pursuits." 

September  22. — There  were  four  murder  cases  at 
the  Inverness  autumn  circuit.  In  one  case  the 
culprit  was  pronounced  insane  ;  the  verdict  in 
the  second  case  was  not  proven ;  in  the  third 
not  guilty.  The  fourth  case  was  that  of  the 
Assynt  murder,  and  the  trial  was  postponed. 

Ibid. — There  is  an  account  of  the  opening  of  the 
Liverpool  railway,  and  the  death  of  Mr  Huskis- 
ton. 

September  29. — The   Northern   Meeting  of  this 
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year  is  described  as  the  dullest  ever  remem- 
bered. The  weather  for  some  time  had  been 
very  unfavourable. — -Dr  Robertson  of  Aultna- 
skiach  was  elected  once  more  as  Provost  of 
Inverness. 

Ibid. — At  a  Justice  of  Peace  Court,  held  for  the 
trial  of  offences  against  the  Kxcise  laws,  there 
were  fourteen  cases  forward — a  much  smaller 
number  than  on  former  occasions,  and  the 
majority  of  a  comparatively  unimportant 
character.  "There  was  not  one  case  of  illicit 
distillation,  a  pretty  satisfactory  proof  that 
that  baneful  traffic  has  been  nearly  extin- 
guished in  this  district  of  the  Highlands." 

October  6. — A  requisition,  signed  by  three  hun- 
dred persons,  described  as  influential  merchants 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Liverpool,  was  pre- 
sented to  Mr  Charles  Grant  asking  him  to 
allow  himself  to  be  nominated  as  a  candidate  in 
room  of  Mr  Husklsson.  A  deputation  from 
Liverpool  came  to  Inverness  to  present  the  re- 
quisition. Mr  Grant  was  deeply  gratified  by 
the  invitation,  but  declined  to  sever  himself 
from  the  county  of  Inverness. 

Ibid. — A  letter  is  published  from  a  young  man  in 
Quebec,  one  of  the  Sutherland  emigrants  who 
sailed  from  Cromarty  in  May.  The  vessel 
arrived  at  Quebec  on  the  8th  of  August,  after  a 
tedious  passage  of  ten  weeks,  caused  by  con- 
trary winds  which  prevailed  from  the  time  she 
left  Cromarty.  "Nearly  the  whole  of  the  pas- 
sengers, about  220  in  number,  were  attacked  by 
a  severe  fever  owing  to  bad  water.  The  water 
had  been  put  into  palm-oil  casks,  or  some  other 
obnoxious  stuff  was  in  them  formerly,  and  w« 
could  neither  use  it  for  tea,  coffee,  or  anything 
else,  and  of  which  we  got  a  very  small  allow- 
ance. We  lost  nine  passengers  in  all."  Most 
of  the  passengers  went  up  country  on  their 
arrival,  but  the  writer  and  some  others  stayed 
in  Quebec,  and  obtained  employment  there. 
He  mentions  that  the  vessel  which  sailed  from 
Cromarty  about  three  weeks  after  them 
arrived  at  Quebec  on  "the  following  day,"  pre- 
sumably the  9th.  He  also  states  that  about 
38.000  emigrants  had  arrived  that  season,  most 
of  them  Irish. 

Ibid.— At  a  County  Meeting,  Sheriff  Tytler 
brought  forward  suggestions  for  a  new  gaol 
and  court-house,  and  proposed  that  a  special 
meeting  should  be  called  to  consider  the  situa- 
tion on  the  14th  of  December,  as  it  was  prob- 
able that  the  Lord  Advocate's  Gaol  Bill  would 
then  be  before  them.  This  was  agreed  to. 
During  the  next  few  weeks  the  bill  was  pro- 
duced, and  was  discussed  at  meetings  in  Inver- 
ness and  other  burghs. 
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October  13. — There  is  a  memoir  of  Colin  Mac- 
kenzie of  Portmore,  one  of  the  Principal  Clerks 
of  the  Court  of  Session,  quoted  from  the 
"Edinburgh  Weekly  Journal,"  and  said  to  be 
written  by  Sir  Walter  Scott.  Portmore  was  a 
grandson,  through  his  mother,  of  Mr  Colin 
Mackenzie  of  Kilcoy. 

Ibid. — "The  Belgians  have  obtained  what  they 
contended  for  so  vigorously  and  pertinaceously, 
the  separation  of  Belgium  from  Holland." 

Ibid. — A  correspondent  gives  an  account  of  the 
scenes  he  had  witnessed  in  1826  at  Loch-mo- 
Naire,  a  sheet  of  water  five  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Naver,  in  Sutherland,  sup- 
posed to  have  virtue  in  the  curing  of  diseases 
and  of  lunacy.  The  writer  states  that  hundreds 
repaired  to  this  loch  on  the  first  Monday  of 
every  quarter.  On  the  occasion  in  question 
about  a  hundred  assembled  on  the  Sunday 
night  preceding,  and  kept  themselves  warm 
round  a  large  heap  of  burning  peats.  Men, 
women,  and  children  were  among  the  gather- 
ing. As  soon  as  the  advent  of  Monday  was 
announced,  they  gave  a  simultaneous  shout, 
stripped  without  ceremony,  and  each  throwing 
a  piece  of  money  into  the  loch,  plunged  into 
the  water.  "They  dive  thrice,  during  each  of 
three  rounds,  after  which  they  dress  and  away 
in  procession  to  the  further  end  of  the  loch, 
where  thev  gather  some  weed  which  alone 
gives  effect  to  the  operation  just  performed. 
When  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  weed  had 
been  collected,  we  again  moved  slowly  in  pro- 
cession round  the  enchanted  loch  three  times." 
Bathing  in  tin's  loch  continued  to  be  resorted 
to  as  a  cure  until  a  much  later  date  than  above- 
mentioned.  An  account  of  an  incident  of  the 
kind  appears  in  the  "Courier"  in  August  1871. 

October  20. — "A  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  burgh  of  Diugwall  was  held  on  Saturday 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  subject 
of  Parliamentary  Reform.  Sir  Francis  Mac- 
kenzie of  Gairloeh,  Bart.,  was  unanimously 
called-  to  the  chair.  Resolutions  were  passed 
condemning  the  present  system  of  representa- 
tion as  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of 
certain  individuals,  orders,  and  classes,  at  the 
expense  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  and  calling  upon  every  loyal  in- 
dividual desirous  of  preserving  peace,  property, 
and  social  order,  to  use  his  best  exertions  ito 
obtain  such  a  reform  of  the  House  of  Commons 
ae  would  render  its  members  the  real,  impartial, 
and  disinterested  representatives  of  the  people." 

Ibid. — There  is  a  notice  of  the  death  of  Donald 
Munro,  a  catechist  in  Skye.  who  seems  to  have 
been  a  remarkable  man.  He  was  quite  nn- 
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educated,  and  lost  his  eyesight  at  the  age  of 
fourteen.  He  possessed,  however,  au  extra- 
ordinary memory,  ajid  acquired  such  a  know- 
ledge of  the  Scriptures  that  it  is  said  he  could 
repeat  verbatim  the  whole  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment and  the  greater  part  of  the  Old.  "His 
talent  for  exposition  was  such  that  a  gentleman 
from  another  country,  himself  no  mean  judge, 
said  he  never  heard  anyone  expound  the  Scrip- 
tures like  him.  In  private  life  he  was  as  ami- 
able as  in  his  public  capacity  he  was  useful." 

October  27.— Mr  Stewart  Mackenzie  of  Seaforth 
was  elected  Provost  of  Diugwall. — In  a  pre- 
vious issue  it  was  stated  that  Sir  William 
Gordon-Cumming  of  Altyre  was  elected  Pro- 
vost of  Nairn. 

November  10. — The  opening  of  Parliament  led 
to  keen  discussions  on  the  state  of  the  country. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington  announced  himself 
aai  uncompromising  foe  of  Parliamentary  re- 
form. 

Ibid. — A  panic  occurred  in  the  Parish  Church 
of  Lochbroom  on  a  Communion  Sunday,  result- 
ing in  injury  to  many  persons.  The  com- 
motion was  caused  bv  a  person  subject  to 
epileptic  fits.  The  church  was  a  large  one, 
and  it  is  said  that  the  congregation  numbered 
nearly  2000.  One  man  subsequently  died  from 
his  injuries. 

November  24. — The  Government  was  defeated  on 
a  motion  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  Civil  List.  The  majority  against 
Ministers  was  29.  "In  one  grand  point  the 
dissolution  of  the  Duke's  Ministry  differs  from 
all  previous  ones — it  has  been  brought  about 
solely  by  public  opinion."  Earl  Grey  formed 
a  new  Administration.  Mr  diaries  Grant, 
member  for  the  county  of  Inverness,  became 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control.  Brougham 
became  Lord  Chancellor. 

December  !.• — "We  are  truly  glad  to  see  the 
feeling  of  cordiality  and  confidence  with  which 
the  new  Ministry  is  hailed  by  the  nation." 
This  is  the  beginning  of  an  editorial  article. 
No  disclosure  of  the  intentions  of  Ministers  on 
the  subject  of  Reform  had  yet  been  made,  but 
petitions  in  favour  began  to  flow  into  Parlia- 
ment. 

Ibid. — There  had  just  been  published  at  Inver- 
ness the  Gaelic  songs  of  William  Ross,  who 
has  been  described  as  "one  of  the  sweetest 
minstrels  the  Highlands  have  produced."  He 
was  born  in  the  parish  of  Strath,  Isle  of  Skye, 
in  1762,  but  was  partly  educated  in  Forres, 
und  in  early  life  accompanied  his  father,  a 
pedlar,  in  his  wanderings  through  the  High- 
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lands  and  Lowlands.  His  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Piobare  Dall,  a  celebrated  blind 
piper  of  Gairloch.  According  to  the  para- 
graph in  this  issue,  Ross  became  a  school- 
master in  his  native  parish ;  but  whether  this 
was  so  or  not,  he  certainly  became  school- 
master in  the  parish,  of  Gairloch,  Ross-shire. 
He  died  prematurely  at  the  age  of  28.  His 
songs  floated  in  the  memories  of  the  people 
•until  they  were  collected  by  Mr  John  Mac- 
kenzie of  Inverewe,  and  published  in  this  year, 
1830. 
Ibid.— A  terrific  gale  occurred  in  November,  in 

which  many  vessels  were  wrecked. 
December  8. — Six  criminal  cases  were  tried  at 
Inverness  the  previous  week  before  the  Sheriff 
and  a  jury.     The  cases  occupied  the  Court  two 
days. 

December  15. — A  number  of  gentlemen  favour- 
able to  Parliamentary  Reform  met  in  the  Cale- 
donian Hotel— Mr  John  Mackenzie,  banker,  in 
the  chair.  A  requisition  was  drawn  up  to  the 
Provost  asking  him  to  call  a  public  meeting. 
The  Provost  declined  to  call  a  meeting  on  the 
ground  that  the  question  had  better  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  The  com- 
mittee accordingly  resolved  to  call  a  meeting 
on  their  own  account. 

December  22.— There  is  a  long  report  of  the 
meeting  held  in  behalf  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
form. Mr  John  Mackenzie,  banker,  was  in 
the  chair.  Although  a  burgh  meeting,  several 
county  gentlemen  were  present,  including 
Mackintosh,  yr.  of  Mackintosh,  Mr  Fraser  of 
Abertarff,  Captain  Fraser  of  Balnain,  Mr 
Fraser  of  Torbreck,  Mr  Mackintosh,  yr.  of 
Geddes,  Captain  Mackay  of  Hedgefield,  and  Mr 
Macdonald  of  Ness  'Castle.  Among  the 
speakers  were  some  of  the  above-mentioned 
gentlemen,  as  also  Mr  Macandrew,  solicitor; 
Bailie  Gumming,  Mr  Cameron,  solicitor ;  Mr 
George  Mackay,  merchant;  Mr  Thomson, 
banker;  Mr  Adam,  rector  of  the  Academy: 
and  Dr  Nicol. 

Ibid. — The  death  is  recorded  of  the  Rev.  James 
Smith,  minister  of  Avoch,  in  the  73rd  year  of 
his  age  and  the  44th  of  his  minstry.  '  He  is 
highly  spoken  of,  especially  as  a  pastor. 
December  29.— Public  meetings  in  favour  of  Re- 
form were  held  at  Dingwall  and  Elgin.  At 
the  Dingwall  burgh  meeting  the  Provost,  Mr 
Stewart  Mackenzie  of  Seaforth,  presided ;  at 
the  county  meeting,  Sir  George  Mackenzie  of 
Oral.  At  the  Elgin  county  meeting  Sir 
Thomas  Dick  Lander  presided.  At  the  Elgin 
hnrgh  meeting  Mr  W.  Robertson  of  Anohin- 
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roath  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr  Isaac  Forsyth 
was  the  chief  speaker.  A  meeting  was  also 
held  at  Forres,  at  which  Mr  Alexander  Whyte, 
merchant,  presided.  A  large  number  of  Ross- 
shire  proprietors  took  part  in  the  Dingwall 
county  meeting. 
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No.  VII. 

In  the  year  1831  the  attention  of  the 
nation  was  absorbed  by  the  Reform  Bill.  The 
measure  was  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Lord  John  Russell  on  1st 
March.  It  was  of  a  wider  character  than 
Reformers  expected,  and  was  yet  a  solid  and 
well-balanced  scheme.  Very  small  boroughs 
were  to  be  cut  off,  large  towns  to  be  enfran- 
chised. The  right  of  voting  was  given  in 
boroughs  to  householders  rated  for  £10 
rental ;  in  counties  to  copyholders  paying  £10 
a-year  and  leaseholders  paying  £50.  The 
number  of  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  to  be  reduced  from  658  to  596. 
The  struggle  came  on  the  second  reading, 
which  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  only  one 
vote— 302  to  301.  "This  victory,"  says 
Molesworth,  "was  in  many  respects  worse 
than  a  defeat.  It  obliged  the  Government 
to  go  on  with  the  bill  with  a  moral  certainty 
that  it  would  be  so  mutilated  in  Committee 
as  to  render  its  abandonment  necessary.  And 
notice  was  given  of  a  variety  of  motions  cal- 
culated to  interfere  with  the  progress  of  the 
measure.  One  of  the  most  plausible  of  these 
motions,  and  one  that  was  subsequently  con- 
ceded, was  made  by  General  Gascoyne,  who 
moved  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  House 
that  the  total  number  of  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgesses  returned  to  Parliament  for 
England  and  Wales  ought  not  to  be  dimin- 
ished, on  the  plausible  ground  that  it  was 
desirable  not  to  alter  the  relative  proportion 
of  members  returned  by  the  three  Kingdoms. 
As  this  was  the  first  of  the  series  of  motions, 
the  Government,  notwithstanding  its  appar- 
ently harmless  character,  determined  to  join 
issue  upon  it.  and  were  defeated  by  a  ma- 
jority of  eight.  It  was  manifest  that  to  pro- 
long the  struggle  after  this  defeat  would  be 
a  waste  of  time  and  energy,  and  would  only 
serve  to  help  the  Opposition  in  playing  their 
game  of  delay.  Ministers  had  already 
hinted  that  an  adverse  decision  on  this  ques- 
tion would  force  them  to  appeal  to  the  nation. 
It  was  now  resolved  that,  the  appeal  should 
be  made  at  the  first  moment  that  the  state 
of  public  business  would  allow.  The  King 
was  reluctant  to  agree,  but  at  length  con- 
sented, and  Parliament  was  dissolved.  The 
country  rang  with  the  cry,  "The  bill,  the 
whole  bill,  and  nothing  but  the  bill.' " 
Tho  second  half  of  1831  was  politically  very 
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stormy.  Tho  now  Parliament  was  opened  011 
June  21st,  and  on  June  24th  the  second  Re- 
form Bill  was  introduced.  The  Government 
was  now  supported  by  a  strong  majority. 
Tho  division  on  the  second  reading,  which 
took  place  on  7th  July,  gave  Ministers  a  ma- 
jority of  136.  Long  discussions  took  place 
in  Committee,  and  it  was  not  until  the  22nd 
of  September  that  the  measure  got  through 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  final  division 
"  that  tho  bill  do  now  pass"  was  taken  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  with  the  following 
result; —For  the  bill,  345;  .against,  239; 
majority  in  favour,  106.  The  measure  had 
next  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  division  on  the  second  reading 
occurred  on  8th  October,  and  was  adverse  to 
the  bill,  tho  majority  against  being  41.  Tho 
news  created  a  fever  of  excitement  in  the 
country,  ana  led  to  violent  scenes,  the  most 
serious  of  which  were  tho  memorable  riots  at 
Bristol.  After  a  short  prorogation,  Parlia- 
ment reassembled  on  6th  December,  and  on 
the  12th,  Lord  John  Russell  brought  for- 
ward tho  third  Reform  Bill.  The  second 
reading  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  162,  and 
Parliament  adjourned  till  the  17th  of  Janu- 
ary. The  year  came  to  a  close  amidst 
general  anxiety  and  unrest.  In  addition  to 
tho  political  troubles,  Asiatic  cholera  was 
spreading  throughout  tho  land. 

From  the  "Inverness  Courier." 
1831. 

January  5. — The  editor  expresses  his  gratification 
at  the  increased  circulation  of  the  paper. 
"About  twenty-four  years  ago,"  he  says,  "it 
was  thought  a  bold  undertaking  to  establish  a 
newspaper  in  Inverness.  Our  Northern 
countrymen  were  content  to  derive  their  politi- 
cal information  from  Edinburgh  or  Aberdeen, 
and  could  not  imagine  whence  a  periodical 
press  in  the  heart  of  the  Highlands  could  pos- 
sibly draw  sustenance  and  support.  The  re- 
sult has  triumphantly  answered  these  doubts. 
Two  papers  now  issue  weekly  from  the  capital 
of  the  Highlands ;  another  has  been  established 
in  Elgin,  a  third  paper  has  been  added  to 
Aberdeen,  and  various  additions  have  lately 
been  made  to  the  Edinburgh  press.  We  have 
not,  therefore,  risen  on  the  ruin  ot  our  con- 
temporaries. Our  success  has  been  commen- 
surate with  the  improvement  of  the  country 
in  all  its  social  arts  and  relations — in  its.  agri- 
culture, fisheries,  trade,  and  commerce — with 
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the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  the  increased 
means  of  communication  throughout  all  parts 
of  the  Kingdom."  He  adds  that  some  portion 
of  the  recent  increase  may  also  be  attributed 
to  the  striking  events  which  had  lately  taken 
place  throughout  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

Ibid.^On  Thursday,  the  30th  ult.,  Mr  Charles 
Grant,  who  had  vacated  his  seat  on  accepting 
the  office  of  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
was  re-elected  member  for  the  county  of  Inver- 
ness without  opposition.  At  the  meeting  of 
freeholders  Mr  Macpherson-Grant  of  Ballin- 
dalloch  was  in  the  chair.  The  motion  for  the 
election  of  Mr  Grant  was  made  by  Mr  Fraser 
of  Lovat  and  seconded  by  Mr  Grant  of  Glen- 
moriston. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  long  report  of  what  was  known 
as  the  Belladrnm  cause.  Mr  John  Stewart, 
M.  P. ,  purchased  the  estate  of  Belladrum  in 
1826  for  £80.000.  The  question  at  issue,  which 
was  tried  before  the  Lord  President  and  a 
special  jury,  was  whether  the  pursuer,  Mr 
Stewart,  was  induced  by  misrepresentation  to 
enter  into  the  said  agreement.  A  note  of  par- 
ticulars had  been  furnished  to  the  pursuer,  and 
these,  it  was  said,  were  incorrect.  The  jury 
found  for  Mr  Stewart,  but  he  appears  to  have 
retained  the  estate. 

January  12. — There  is  a  long  report  of  the  second 
trial  of  the  Dundonnell  cause,  which  came  off 
before  the  Lord  President  and  a  jury  in  the 
Court  of  Session.  The  deceased  proprietor 
had  left  the  estate  away  from  his  brother,  the 
natural  heir.  The  question  was  whether  the 
testator  was  mentally  capable  of  making  a  will ; 
and  further,  whether  his  brother-in-law,  Roy, 
to  whom  he  left  the  estate,  had  interfered  un- 
duly in  the  transaction.  By  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  the  will  was  reduced,  and  the  brother  de- 
clared the  heir.  It  appears,  however,  that  the 
brother  was  financially  ruined  by  the  litigation 
in  the  case,  and  the  property  had  to  be  sold  in 
1835. 

Ibid. — Meetings  were  held  at  Nairn  and  at  Tain 
in  favour  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 

Ibid. — A  communication  from  Hugh  Miller,  which 
forms  part  of  his  Traditions  of  Cromarty. 
appears  in  this  issue.  Other  chapters  followed 
in  subsequent  issues. 

January  26. — A  Reform  meeting  was  held  at 
Wick,  Captain  Macdonald  of  Shebster  in  the 
chair.  "The  Chairman  read  an  official  letter 
from  the  Sheriff-Substitute  of  the  county,  in- 
timating to  the  movers  and  promoters  of  the 
meeting  that  they  were  taking  upon  them- 
selves a  high  responsibility  in  calling  into 
action  a  power  Trhich  they  ha<l  no  means  of 
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controlling ;  and  that  as  such  meetings  could 
be  legally  and  constitutionally  called  by 
Magistrates  alone,  which  had  not  been  done  in 
this  instance,  they  would  be  held  responsible 
for  the  consequences.  The  Chairman  expressed 
his  astonishment  at  such  a  letter  having  been 
written."  Resolutions  in  favour  of  Reform 
were  agreed  to. 

February  2. — Four  threatening  letters  signed 
"Swing"  were  received  by  prominent  persons  in 
Inverness,  written,  it  was  said,  in  consequence 
of  the  scarcity  of  meal,  caused  by  extensive 
exportation  from  the  North.  A  placard  headed 
"Meal  MoV  was  also  affixed  to  the  wall  of  the 
Parish  Church,  calling  on  the  people  to  turn 
out  on  Tuesday  night.  The  Magistrates  took 
precautionary  Treasures,  and  no  movement 
occurred.  A  reward  of  twenty  guineas  was 
offered  for  the  discovery  of  the  authors  of  the 
letters  and  placard. 

Ibid.— Pii-d.  at  Kita.rlity.  Mr  Donald  Eraser, 
parochial  schoolmaster,  aged  89.  He  had  held 
office  for  nearly  seventy  years.  At  the  age  of 
18  Mr  Eraser  married  a.  girl  of  15,  and  his  wife 
survived  him.  They  had  numerous  descend- 
ants. 

February  9. — At  an  Inverness  county  meeting, 
resolutions  were  adopted  in  favour  of  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  Court-house  and  gaol.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Magi- 
strates of  the  burgh,  and  to  correspond  with 
conveners  of  other  counties.  At  the  same 
meeting  Sheriff  Tytler  proposed  resolutions  in 
favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  tax  on  candles, 
which  was  oppressive  to  the  poor,  and  pro- 
duced only  about  £400,000  to  the  national 
revenue. 

Ibid. — The  winter  was  severe.  There  -was  a 
heavy  snow-storm.  One  day  no  less  than  five 
London  and  three  Edinburgh  mails  were  due. 

February  23. — A  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of 
kt-lp  estates  in  the  Hebrides  and  West  Coast 
of  Scotland  had  been  held  at  Edinburgh  for 
the  purpose  of  memorialising  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  a  recent  order  in  Council  which  re- 
duced the  duty  on  barilla  from  £5  to  J52  per 
ton,  a  reduction  -which  they  apprehended 
would  lead  to  the  entire  extinction  of  kelp 
manufacture  in  Scotland.  It  was  stated  that 
the  inhabitants  of  North  Uist,  South  Uist,  and 
Benbecula  numbered  about  12,500  persons,  and 
that  7000  or  8000  had  no  other  means  of  sup- 
port than  the  gathering  of  kelp. 

March  2. — There  was  at  this  time  a  Coursing 
Club  in  Sutherland1.  Its  doings  are  reported 
in  this  issue. 

Ibid. — "A  Sunday  School  was  lately  established 
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in  Grantown  by  the  Rev.  Peter  Grant,  Baptist 
minister,  which  is  attended  by  nearly  all  the 
youth  of  the  town,  and  is  conducted  in  a  very 
superior  manner."  The  Rev.  Peter  Grant  wa's 
the  author  of  some  fine  Gaelic  hyinns. 

March  9.— The  Reform  Bill  -was  introduced  by 
Lord  John  Russell  into  the  House  of  Commons 
on  1st  March.  Nine  columns  of  the  paper  are 
appropriated  to  a  report  of  the  debate. 

March  17.— The  first  reading  of  the  Reform  Bill 
was  acquiesced  in  without  a  division. 
"Meetings  in  favour  of  the  large  and  liberal 
measure  of  Government,"  it  is  stated,  "  are 
spreading  in  all  parts  of  the  country— north 
as  well  as  south.  Nairn,  Dingwall,  and  Tain 
have  already  met  to  congratulate  Ministers  ajid 
the  country  on  the  subject,  while  Inverness 
comes  forward  on  Saturday.  The  freeholders 
of  Ross-shire  assemble  on  the  24th  inst.  We 
never  recollect  a  public  measure  on  which  there 
was  so  much  unanimity  of  sentiment." 
{  Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  Tain 
Academy,  Mi-  John  Noble  was  elected  Rector. 

March  23. — On  the  previous  Saturday  a  public 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Court-House  at  Inver- 
ness to  express  approval  of  the  Reform  Bill. 
Mr  John  Mackenzie,  banker,  was  in  the  chair, 
and  the  speakers  were  mostly  the  same  as  at 
the  previous  Reform  meeting.  "In  order  to 
defray  the  necessary  expenses,  a  shilling  each 
was  charged  for  admittance  at  the  door,  and 
hence  perhaps  the  attendance  was  more  re- 
spectable than  numerous.  A  considerable  pro- 
portion, however,  of  our  townsmen  was  pre- 
sent, and  the  utmost  loyalty  and  unanimity 
pervaded  the  meeting."  'The  text  of  the  Re- 
form Bill  is  'printed  as  a  supplement  to  the 
issue. 

Ibid. — A  new  coach,  the  Defiance,  is  announced 
as  about  to  start  between  Inverness  and  Aber- 
deen. The  running  was  to  commence  on  4th 
April.  "The  guards  and  coachmen,  who  drive 
throughout,  will  be  distinguished  by  crimson 
coats." 

March  30. — The  second  reading  of  the  Reform 
Bill  was  carried  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
only  by  a  single  vote.  The  figures  were — For 
the  bill,  302 ;  against,  301. — A  meeting  of 
county  gentleman  at  Tain  petitioned  against 
the  bill.  A  meeting  of  Easter  Ross  farmers, 
held  at  New  Tarbat,  passed  resolutions  in 
favour  of  the  measure.  Similar  resolutions 
were  passed  at  a  meeting  in  Stornoway. 

April  6 — Inverness  was  brilliantly  illuminated 
on  Monday  night  in  commemoration  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Reform  Bill.  The 
measure  continued  to  excite  local  discussion. 
At  a  county  meeting  in  Inverness,  Sheriff 
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Tytler  presided,  and  various  views  were  ex- 
pressed on  details.  A  resolution  was  adopted 
by  a  majority  questioning  the  propriety  of 
giving  votes  to  tenants  in  counties.  At  a 
county  meeting  in  Dingwall,  Mr  Stewart  Mac- 
kenzie of  Seaforth  moved  resolutions  approving 
of  the  Ministerial  plan  of  Reform.  Mr  Mac- 
kenzie of  Ord  moved  a  resolution  declaring  the 
bill  too  sweeping  and  partial.  The  amend- 
ment was  carried  by  18  to  14. 

April  20. — Sir  Francis  A.  Mackenzie,  Bart,  ol 
Gairloch,  sent  £100  worth  of  potatoes  to  his 
tenantry  on  the  West  Coast.  The  previous 
year's  crop  had  been  destroyed  by  wet. 

April  27. — Parliament  was  dissolved  on  the  23rd. 
An  editorial  note  says — "The  votes  of  the 
Scots  representatives  on  the  Reform  Bill  were 
as  follows: — For  the  bill,  16;  against  it,  25; 
majority  against,  9.  Four  members  were 
absent,  namely,  the  members  for  Banffshire, 
Ross-shire,  Dumfries  Burghs,  and  Inverness 
Burghs.  The  Government  were  defeated  on 
ii  motion  by  General  Gascoyne,  that  the  total 
number  of  members  in  the  House  of  Commons 
ought  not  to  be  diminished.  The  vote  stood — • 
For  the  motion,  299 ;  against  it  291 ; 
majority,  8." 

May  4. — At  an  Inverness-shire  county  meeting, 
it  was  reported  that  the  Duke  of  Gordon  had 
agreed  to  sell  the  Castlehill  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  jail  and  Court-House,  the  price  to  be 
thirty  years'  purchase  at  £11  per  annum.  The 
meeting  agreed'  to  the  terms,  and  thanked  the 
Duke. 

Ibid. — Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys  intended  to  contest 
the  county  of  Inverness  as  an  anti-reformer, 
but  finding  the  majoritv  of  the  freeholders  in 
favour  of  the  measure,  he  withdrew.  Colonel 
Baillie  sat  in  the  previous  Parliament  for  the 
Inverness  Burghs,  but  Major  Gumming  Bruce 
had  secured  the  votes  of  Nairn  and  Forres, 
and  Nairn  was  on  this  occasion  the  returning 
burgh. — Mr  J.  E.  Baillie  was  returned  as 
one  of  the  members  for  Bristol.  Sir  Hugh 
Innes  of  Lorlialsh.  a  supporter  of  the  bill,  suc- 
ceeded Ixird  Francis  Gower  in  Sutherlandshire. 

May  18. — Mr  George  Sinclair,  yr.  of  Ulbster,  was 
elected  for  the  county  of  Caithness.  He  was 
in  favour  of  the  Reform  Bill. 

May  25. — On  the  previous  Monday  Major  Cram- 
ming Bruce  was  elected  member  for  the  Inver- 
ness District  of  Burghs.  Captain  Rose,  Com- 
missioner for  Nairn,  nroposed  the  Major,  and 
the  other  Commissioners,  Provost  Gordon  for 
Forres,  Provost  Macfarquhar  for  Fortrose,  and 
Provost.  Robertson  for  Inverness,  concurred. — 
Sir  Willinm  Gordon-dimming  of  Altyre  wa« 
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chosen  member  for  the  Elgin  District  of 
Burghs.  Mr  James  Loch  was  re-elected  for  the 
Northern  Burghs. 

Ibid. — There  was  a  sharp  contest  for  the  countj 
of  Cromarty  between  the  Reform  candidate, 
Mr  Macleod,  yr.  of  Cadboll,  and  Mr  Davidson 
of  Tulloch,  who  stood  as  an  anti-Reformer. 
The  votes  stood  8  to  7,  the  majority  of  one 
being  in  favour  of  Tullocli. 

June  1.— On  Friday,  27th  ult.,  Mr  Charles  Grant 
was  elected,  without  opposition,  as  member 
for  the  county  of  Inverness.  Mr  Fraser  of 
Lovat  was  in  the  chair.  The  member  was 
nominated  by  Mr  Grant  of  Glenmoriston, 
seconded  by  Chisholm  of  Chisholm.  Mr  Grant 
delivered  a  long  and  eloquent  speecli  in  favour 
of  Reform.  He  spoke  of  the  sympathy  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  with  the  cause.  "He 
could  not  but  be  struck  with  the  contrast  be- 
twixt the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  then  met  and  those  presented  a  few 
months  ago.  At  the  latter  period  he  was  com- 
pelled with  lance  in  rest  to  descend  to  the 
struggle;  now  he  had  not  to  join  in  the  battle, 
but  to  celebrate  the  victory."  At  the  close  ot 
the  meeting,  in  the  Court-House,  the  member 
was  met  outside  by  a  great  gathering  of  people, 
who  "reefed  him  with  acclamation.  The  in- 
corporated trades,  wearing  their  insignia, 
formed  a  procession  with  flags  flying.  A 
subscription  had  been  set  aeoing  by  a  zealous 
friend  of  the  Ministry,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding a.  handsome  new  chair,  in  which  the 
member  was  now  installed,  and  carried  up  the 
Haugh,  and  down  Castle  Street  and  Church 
Street.  As  Mr  Grant  was  borne  along,  he  was 
saluted  at  every  window  with  cheering  and 
waving  of  handkerchiefs.  When  the  proces- 
sion reached  the  house  of  Mr  Edwards,  Sheriff- 
Substitute,  where  Mr  Grant  was  staying,  he 
was  carried  under  a  triumphal  arch,  and  the 
chair  was  set  down  safely  on  the  steps  at  the 
door.  There  the  member  addressed  the 
people,  thanking  them  for  the  honour,  and  ap- 
plauding their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  reform.  "He 
drew  a  sort  of  parallel  between  the  progress 
of  the  Reform  Bill  and  his  progress  in  the 
chair  through  the  streets,  which  excited  im- 
mense cheering  and  laughter.  Both,  he  said, 
had  exhibited  occasional  deviations  and  declen- 
sions, but  still  they  went  forward,  borne  along 
by  a  generous  and  united  people."  In  the 
evening  Mr  Grant  entertained  a  company  of 
150  in  the  Northern  Meeting  Rooms. 

Thid. — The  election  for  the  county  of  Ross  took 
place  the  previous  week.  There  were  three 
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candidates,  namely,  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Kileoy, 
Mr  Stewart  Mackenzie  of  Seaforth,  and  Sir 
Francis  Mackenzie  of  Gairloch.  Sir  Francis, 
however,  had  been  called  away  by  the  death 
of  a  near  relative,  and  withdrew  from  the  con- 
test. The  vote  finally  stood  28  for  Seaforth 
and  21  for  Kilcoy,  "the  former  being  thus 
elected.  An  editorial  note  says  that  the  result 
of  the  Ross-shire  election  had  occasioned  some 
surprise,  as  Seaforth  had  come  prepared  for 
defeat.  The  friends  of  Sir  Francis  Mackenzie, 
however,  threw  their  votes  for  Seaforth.  The 
three  candidates  were  favourable  to  Reform, 
so  that  the  contest  was  more  personal  than 
political.  Seaforth,  however,  was  regarded  as 
the  leading  Reformer.  "But  for  the  un- 
lucky absence  of  one  of  Mr  Macleod  of 
Cadboll's  voters,  which  threw  the  county 
of  Cromarty  into  the  hands  of  an  anti- 
Reformer,  we  should  have  been  able  to  boast 
that  every  county  north  of  the  Highland 
border  was  consecrated  to  Reform."  In  Scot- 
land 24  supporters  of  the  bill  were  returned 
and  21  opponents. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Gaelic  Church,  it  was 
resolved  to  establish  a  Mechanics'  Institute  in 
Inverness.  Mr  Charles  Grant,  M.P.,  was  in 
tie  chair,  and  Dr  Nicol  was  the  leading 
speaker. 

June  8. — The  Northern  Missionary  Society  met 
at  Inverness,  Rev.  Mr  Macdonald.  Ferrintosh, 
preaching  in  English,  and  Rev.  Mr  Kennedy, 
Redcastle,  in  Gaelic.  Collection  at  the  gate, 
£44  6s ;  and  with  sums  received  from  other 
sources,  the  total  was  £64  8s. 

June  22. — A  contract  had  been  completed  for 
paving  High  Street  and  Church  Street,  Inver- 
ness. The  centre  of  the  streets  was  to  be 
paved  with  dressed  granite  stones,  and  the 
footways  with  Caithness  flags.  "Common 
sewers,  with  collateral  drains,  are  also  to  be 
constructed  in  the  most  efficient  manner." 

Ibid — Cromarty  Bay  was.  by  order  in  Council, 
appointed  one  of  the  quarantine,  stations  for 
cholera,  which  was  now  beginning  to  excite 
apprehension. 

June  29. — The  new  Parliament  had  assembled, 
and  the  Reform  Bill  had  been  brought  in  and 
read  a  first  time. 

Ibid.— It  is  stated  that  Dr  A.  Bell  had  resolved 
to  bestow  on  Inverness,  as  iiDon  Edinburgh 
and  Aberdeen,  one-twelfth  of  a  donation  of 
£120,000,  three  per  cent.  Bank  annunities,  for 
the  Tvurooses  of  education. 

July  6. — The  condition  of  the  poor  in  the 
western  islands  wag  at  this  time  wretched. 
"A.  more  deep  and  universal  distress  prevails 
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on  that  coast  than  was  ever  before  remembered. 
In  fact  the  whole  of  the  peasantry,  with  the 
exception  of  those  who  have  got  cattle  and  can 
subsist  on  milk,  are  in  a  state  of  the  most 
lamentable  want  and  destitution.  Their  best 
food  consists  of  shell-fish  and  a  kind  of  broth 
made  of  seaweed,  nettles,  and  other  wild  plants, 
into  which  is  infused  a  small  sprinkling  of  oat- 
meal. The  immediate  cause  of  the  present 
famine  is  the  circumstance  of  the  poor  people 
having,  from  necessity,  sold  their  potatoes  to 
the  natives  of  the  mainland  in  Gairloch,  Kin- 
tail,  and  Lochalsli ;  and  thus  deprived  of  their 
main  support,  and  having  exhausted  their 
little  stock  of  money,  they  are  left  literally 
destitute." 

Ibid. — "Died  at  Midclova,  parish  of  Kildrummy, 
on  the  26th  May  last,  James  Ronald,  in  the 
hundredth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the  only 
person  in  the  district  who  had  a  distinct  re- 
collection of  the  years  1745  and  1746,  and 
often  mentioned  having  seen  Glenbucket 
marching  his  regiment  in  spring  1746  past  the 
school  of  Auehindoir,  on  their  route  to  the 
fatal  battle  of  Culloden." 

July  13. — The  second  reading  of  the  Reform  Bill 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  136,  namely,  367 
for  and  231  against. 

Ibid. — The  population  of  the  town  of  Inverness, 
according  to  the  census  taken  this  year,  was 
9663 ;  of  the  parish  outside  the  town,  4661 ; 
total,  14,324.  This  showed  an  increase  of 
2060  on  the  population  for  town  and  parish  in 
1821. 

Ibid. — A  scheme  was  advertised  for  building  a, 
new  bridge  across  the  River  Findhorn,  near 
Forres,  in  pi. ice  of  tin-  bridge  destnived  bv 
the  great  flood  of  1829.  The  plan  was  to 
raise  a  sum  of  £4600  by  shares  or  debentures, 
on  the  security  of  pontages.  The  trustees 
were  empowered  to  take  this  course  by  Act 
of  Parliament.  In  the  present  issue  subscrip- 
tions to  the  amount  of  £4100  are  announced. 

July  20. — The  Inverness  Wool  Market  was  now 
held  in  the  second  week  in  July.  The  Market. 
this  year  showed  a  rise  of  about  4s  per  head 
on  wedders,  and  from  80  to  100  per  cent,  on 
wool.  Cheviot  wedders  fetched  from  18s  to 
25s ;  ewes  from  9s  to  13s  ;  lambs  from  7s  to 
8s ;  cross  wedders  fetched  from  17s  to  19s  6d  ; 
ewes  7s  to  9s ;  lambs  4s  to  6s  9d  ;  blaekfaced 
wedders  fetched  from  13s  to  17s ;  hogs  9s  ; 
ewes  5s  to  7s ;  lambs  5s  to  6s  6d.  Cheviot 
wool  17s  to  20s  6d ;  ditto,  unwashed,  16s ; 
cross  wool  13s  6d  to  14s  6d ;  ditto,  unwashed, 
12s  to  13s;  blaekfaced, per  double  stone,  15s  to 
17s.  In  course  of  the  Market  a  large  meeting 
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was  held  to  consider  the  disadvantages  created 
by  the  shutting  up  of  the  old  drove  roads  and 
the  exaction  of  tolls.  The  tolls  were  a  burden, 
and  the  hard  turnpike  roads  caused  a  disease 
called  "trembling"  among  sheep.  Mr  Sellar, 
Morvich,  proposed  that  means  should  be  taken 
to  promote  the  export  of  sheep  by  steam. 
This  met  with  approbation,  but  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  obtain  further  information 
and  consider  the  whole  subject.  It  was  men- 
tioned that  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  had 
ordered  that  no  toll  should  be  erected  on  the 
Sutherland  property. 

Ibid.  —  The  following  advertisement  may  be 
quoted  :  —  "Colonel  tyrant,  having  found  it 
necessary  to  give  a  jubilee  to  the  (Mine  on  the 
SeanVld  and  Grunt  estates,  requests  that  no 
gentlemen  will  apply  for  leave  to  shoot  or 
course  on  any  part  of  the  property,  either  in 
the  Highland's  or  Lowlands,  during  the  present 
season,  as  it  must  be  refused.  All  former  per- 
missions are  hereby  withdrawn." 

Julv  27.—  About  £5000  has  been  subscribed  in 
shares  for  the  new  Findhorn  Bridge,  "of  which 
Mini  the  ladies  of  Forres  and  its  neighbourhood 
have  advanced  nearly  £1000,  or  one-fifth." 

August  3.  —  The  Reform  Bill  made  slow  progress 
in  Committee,  as  the  following  sentences  show  : 
"The  Reform  Bill  proceeds  at  a  snail-like  pace. 
It  literally  'drags  at  each  remove  a  lengthening 
chain.'  Schedule  A  was  bad  enough,  but  B 
appears  to  -have  been  fully  as  haj-d  to  digest. 
By  dint  of  close  application  and  late  hours, 
however,  something  has  been  done  beyond  the 
everlasting  talk  of  Sir  Charles  Wetherell  and 
his  small  phalanx." 

Jbid  —  A  few  days  previously,  as  Mr  James  Mac- 
pherson,  farmer  at  Calder  Bracklich,  on  Lord 
Cawdor's  property,  was  digging  a  new  drain, 
he  found  a  bronze  axe  about  8  inches  long.  On 
the  centre  of  the  weapon  was  the  figure  of  a 
heart.  The  relic  came  into  the  possession  of 
Captain  Shaw,  Culblair.  A  fine  spear  of  the 
same  metal  was  found  some  time  before  on  the 
property  of  Mr  Gollan  of  Gollanfield. 

August  10.—  "An  unusual  number  of  strangers 
and  tourists  have,  within  the  last  eight  or  ten 
days,  passed  through  Inverness,  and  are  at 
present  exploring  tne  scenery  of  the  High- 
lands." One  of  the  visitors  was  supposed  to 
be  the  Duchess  d'Angcwleme,  travelling  incog- 
nito. 

Ibid.  —  An  old  man  named  John  Macpherson, 
living  at  Grulla,  in  the  Isle  of  Skye,  was  said 
to  have  reached  the  age  of  108  years.  His 
faculties  were  active,  his  memory  unimpaired. 
"  He  remembers  Prince  Charles  Stewart  after 
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the  battle  of  Culloden  disguised  as  a  female, 
and  going  under  the  name  of  Morag,  in  com- 
pany with  Flora  Macdonald." 
August  24. — "At  Regent  Street,  London,  on  the 
10th  inst.,  Sir  Hugh  limes  of  Lochalsh  and 
Coxtou,  Bart.,  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Suther- 
land, in  his  sixty-eighth  year."  No  memoir 
of  the  Baronet  is  given. 

Ibid. — The  Marchioness  of  Stafford  undertook  a, 
tour  through  the  most  northerly  part  of  her 
possessions,  extending  to  Cape  Wrath.  "The. 
whole  of  this  remote  district,  known  under  the 
appellation  of  'Lord  Reay's  Country,'  has  been 
opened  up  by  means  of  roads  and  bridges  just 
completed,  and  the  Marchioness  is  the  first  of 
her  noble  family  to  traverse  this  new  and  vast 
addition  to  the  territorial  dominions  of  the 
house  of  Stafford." 

August  31. — A  correspondent  gives  an  account 
of  the  new  road  made  from  Assynt  to  Durness 
in  Sutherland.  The  tract  is  specially  rougli 
and  rugged.,  yet  by  skilful  embanking,  blast- 
ing, and  curvature,  there  was  secured:  "what  in 
the  irregular  parish  of  Eddnichilis  is  a  strange 
anomaly — one  of  the  most  uniformly  level 
roads  in  the  North  of  Scotland."  The  road 
remains  to  the  present  time  to  testify  to  the 
truth  of  this  description. 

Ibid.— The  Rev.  Mr  Kennedy  of  Keith  came  to 
Inverness  to  lecture  in  favour  of  temperance 
societies.  He  held  two  meetings,  and  at  the 
close  a  temperance  society  was  formed.  The 
Rev.  Mr  Scott  of  the  Secession  Church  and  the 
Rev.  Mr  Kennedy  of  the  Independent  Church 
headed  the  list  of  members. 

September  7.— "On  digging  for  the  formation  of 
the  new  sewers  and  street  pavements  of  Inver- 
ness, there  was  found  this  day  in  Church  Street, 
almost  seven  feet  below  the  surface,  a  very 
fine  deer's  horn,  in  excellent  preservation." 
September  14. — "As  an  appropriate  prelude  to 
the  Coronation,  the  Reform  Bill  passed  the 
Committee  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  inst.  Clause 
sixty  and  last  was  announced  amid  loud  cheer- 
ing, Colijnel  Sibthorp  alone  standing  up  to 
reiterate  his  opposition  to  the  measure."  The 
Coronation  took  place  on  the  8th.  It  was  cele- 
brated with  illuminations  and  dinners  in  the 
Northern  towns.  The  Marchioness  of  Stafford 
gave  a  Coronation  Ball  at  Golspie. 
September  22. — The  issue  of  the  "Courier"  was 
postponed  for  a  day,  in  order  to  provide  a 
report  of  the  show  of  the  Highland  Society, 
which  was  held  at  Inverness  for  the  first  time 
on  the  21st.  The  exhibition  of  live  stock  was 
held  in  the  Academy  Park,  the  hall  of  the  In- 
stitution being  used  for  seeds  and  plants.  A 
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dinner  attended  by  three  hundred  persons  was 
held  in  the  Northern  Meeting  Booms — Sir 
Francis  Mackenzie,  Bart,  of  Gairloch,  Con- 
vener of  Committee,  in  the  chair.  Principal 
Baird,  the  chaplain  of  the  Society,  was  present, 
and  was  one  of  the  speakers. 

Ibid. — At  the  election  of  Magistrates  for  the 
burgh  of  Inverness,  Mr  John  Ross,  banker, 
was  chosen  Provost.  On  the  14th  inst.  Mr 
Macleod,  yr.  of  Cadboll,  was  elected  member 
for  the  county  of  Sutherland  in  succession  to 
Sir  Hugh  Innes,  deceased. 

Ibid. — "Three  gentlemen,  Sir  Thomas  Dick 
Lauder,  Mr  Charles  Ross,  advocate,  and  Mr 
Gibson  Craig,  jun.,  have  been  for  the  last  two 
or  three  weeks  engaged  in  fixing  the  limits  of 
the  several  burghs  in  the  North  with  a  view 
to  the  regulation  of  the  elective  franchise  under 
the  Reform  Bill.  The  above  Commissioners, 
we  understand,  have  been  as  far  North  as  Kirk- 
wall,  in  Orkney ;  and  have  been  accompanied 
and  assisted  by  Mr  Niel  Maclean,  engineer,  In- 
verness." 

Ibid. — "The  Highland  costume  was  worn  by 
several  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  at 
the  Coronation,  amongst  whom  were  Sir 
William  Gumming,  Bart.  ;  his  brother,  Mr 
Cumming-Bruce ;  Mr  Duncan  Davidson,  M.P. 
for  the  county  of  Cromurty ;  and  Mr  Campbell, 
M.P.  for  Argyllshire." 

September  28. — In  this  issue  Mr  Carruthers  inti- 
mates that  the  copyright  of  the  "Courier"  and 
the  printing  business  attached  to  it  had  be- 
come his  property.  In  asking  for  continued 
support  from  the  public,  he  acknowledges  with 
pride  and  gratification  the  encouragement  which 
he  had  received  during  the  previous  three 
years.  In  view  of  the  political  changes  that 
were  going  on,  he  laid  stress  on  the  old  adage 
that  "measures,  not  men,  should  be  the  stan- 
dard of  our  judgment."  At  the  same  time  he 
pointed  out  that  the  chief  merit  of  a  provin- 
cial newspaper  must  always  consist  in  fidelity 
and  attention  to  local  interests  and  occurrences. 
"For  neglect  on  this  head  no  other  species  of 
literary  exertion  can  atone.  Hence  we  wish 
to  render  our  Paper  not  only  a  useful  weekly 
miscellany  of  general  intelligence,  but  a  full 
and  faithful  register  of  the  Highlands — advo- 
cating the  interests,  supporting  the  rights,  and 
chronicling  the  news  of  the  Highland:  counties." 
Ibid.— On  the  same  date  there  is  the  report  of 
the  trial  of  Hugh  Macleod  for  the  murder  of 
a  pedlar,  named  Murdoch  Grant,  in  the  parish 
of  Assynt  on  19th  March  1830.  The  prisoner 
was  only  in  his  twenty-second  year,  and  had 
a  fair  measure  of  education.  For  a  time  he 
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had  officiated  as  a  schoolmaster.  The  pedlar 
carried  a  pack  and  money,  which  is  said  in  the 
indictment  to  have  amounted  to  £30  in  bank 
notes  and  £6  in  silver.  He  was  killed  with  a 
blow  from  a  hammer,  and  his  body  thrown 
into  a  loch.  The  body  was  not  found  until 
about  six  weeks  aiterward».  Suspicion  fell 
on  Macleod  because  his  conduct  had  been  odd 
at  the  time  of  the  finding  of  the  body,  and  be- 
cause he  had  been  spending  money  freely, 
although  previously  he  was  known  to  be  poor 
and  in  debt.  He  was  apprehended  in  May 
1830,  and  from  one  cause  or  another  lay  in 
prison  until  September  1831,  when  he  was 
finally  brought  to  trial.  There  were  two 
judges  on  the  Circuit,  Lord  Moncrieff  and  Lord 
Medwyn.  Mr  Neaves  was  counsel  for  the 
prisoner.  After  a  trial,  which  ie  reported  at 
considerable  length,  Macleod  was  convicted, 
and  sentenced  to  be  executed  on  24th  October. 
He  maintained  a  bold  and  callous  demeanour 
until  after  his  conviction,  but  next  morning  he 
broke  down,  and  confessed  the  crime  in  presence 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Sutherland  and  Rev.  Mr  Clark, 
Inverness.  He  declared  that  no  one  partici- 
pated in  the  murder,  or  had  any  knowledge  of 
it,  except  himself. 

Ibid. — In  connection  with  the  case  there  was  a 
dream  which  still  figures  in  tradition.  It  may 
be  given  here  as  it  came  out  in  the  man's  own 
evidence.  "Kenneth  Fraser,  the  Dreamer,  was 
in  the  employ  of  John  Macleod.  tailor  in  Clach- 
toil,  in  the  spring  of  1830.  Had  some  drink 
with  the  prisoner  on  5th  April,  and  saw  with 
him  £1  lls  in  mone*-  and  a  red  pocket-book ; 
prisoner  said  he  got  the  money  from  Loch- 
broom,  where  he  was  a  schoolmaster,  but  told 
witness  to  say  nothing  about  it.  They  went 
about  drinking  for  a  day  or  two,  prisoner  pay- 
ing all.  Witness  was  at  the  loch  searching  for 
the  pack  this  year.  It  was  in  April  when  a 
messenger  came  for  him  to  search  for  it.  It 
had  been  said  that  witness  had  seen  in  a 
dream  where  the  pack  was  lying.  He  said  so 
himself  at  Hugh  Graham's,  in  Lynemore,  and 
it  wa-s  true.  'I  was  at  home  when  I  had  the 
dream  in  the  month  of  February.  It  was  said 
to  me  in  my  sleep,  bv  a  voice  like  a  man's,  that 
the  pack  was  lying  'in  such  a  place.  I  got  a 
sight  of  the  place  just  as  if  I  had  been  awake ; 
I  never  saw  the  place  before.  The  voice  said 
in  Gaelic,  "The  pack  of  the  merchant  is  lying 
in  a  cairn  of  stones  in  a  hole  near  their  house.'  " 
The  voice  did  not  name  the  Macleods,  but  wit- 
ness got  a  sight  of  the  ground,  fronting  the 
south,  with  the  sun  shining  on  it,  and  a  burn 
running  beneath  Macleod's  house.  "I  took 
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the  officer  to  the  place  I  had  got  a  sight  of. 
It  was  on  the  south-west  side  of  Loch-tor-na- 
eigiu.  We  found  nothing  there.  We  went  to 
search  on  the  south  side  of  the  burn.  I  had 
not  seen  this  place  in  my  dream.  It  was  not 
far  from  the  place  seen  in  my  dream  that  the 
tilings  were  found.  There  were  five  silk  hand- 
kerchiefs lying  in  a  hole."  The  dream  may 
be  accepted  as  genuine,  but  the  explanation  is 
probably  simple  enough.  It  will  be  observed 
that  Macleod  and  Fraser  went  about  drinking 
together  about  a  fortnight  after  the  murder. 
Macleod  in  his  cups  may  have1  spoken  and 
shown  more  than  he  intended.  His  companion 
did  not  take  in  the  meaning  at  the  time,  but 
months  afterwards  it  sprang  to  his  memory 
in  the  form  of  a  dream. 

Ibid. — "The  Northern  Meeting,  held  last  week, 
was  well  attended,  but  there  was  no  race,  as 
the  patrons  of  the  turf  in  the  North  are  at 
present  mostly  absent  pursuing  their  Parlia- 
mentary duties.  Nearly  all  the  principal 
families  of  the  North,  however,  were  present 
at  the  ball  on  Thursday  night,  and  dancing  was 
kept  up  with  much  spirit." 

October  5. — Referring  to  the  Scottish  Reform 
Bill,  the  editor  says: — "Our  burgh  member, 
Mr  Comming-Bruce,  has  given  notice  of  his 
intention  to  move  in  Committee  that  Inverness 
shall  have  a  representative  to  itself.  Mr 
Bruce  has  also  given  notice  of  his  intention 
to  move  for  the  continuance  of  the  present 
mode  of  determining  the  election  by  a  majority 
of  the  burghs  in  favour  of  the  candidate,  and 
not  by  a  majority  of  the  voters  on  the  whole, 
taken  collectively,  so  that  Fortrose  with  half- 
a-dozen  voters  will  rank  as  high  as  Inverness 
with  three  hundred.  Neither  of  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's propositions  appears  to  have  excited  the 
least  interest  here ;  the  second,  indeed,  is  re- 
pugnant to  the  whole  spirit  of  the  bill,  and 
both,  we  conjecture,  will  fall  still-born  upon 
the  House  and  the  public." 

Ibid.— On  Thursday,  the  15th  u-lt.,  the  Rev. 
James  Gibson  was  ordained  and  admitted  mini- 
ster of  the  parish  of  Avoch. 

October  12. — After  a  debate  of  five  days  the 
House  of  Lords,  on  the  8th  inst.,  threw  out 
the  Reform  Bill  on  the  second  reading  by  a 
majority  of  41.  The  vote  stood — In  favour  of 
the  bill,  158 ;  against,  199.  The  vote  was  re- 
ceived with  anger  and  consternation.  "The 
peace  of  the1  country  is  obviously  bound  up 
with  the  continuance  of  the  present  Ministry. 
If  they  resign  and  the  opponents  of  the  bill 
take  their  place,  we  shall  in  twenty-four  hours 
have  a  national  convulsion."  The  people  were 
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counselled  to  observe  the  law,  but  to  send  up 
addresses  to  the  King. 

October  19. — A  subscription  was  going  on  for 
erecting  a  suspension  bridge  over  the  River 
Ness  at  the  upper  island,  to  connect  the  walks 
on  both  sides  of  the  island. — The  office  of 
Sheriff-Clerk  of  the  county,  long  vacant,  -was 
filled  up  by  the  appointment  of  Patrick  Grant 
W.S. 

Ibid. — A  resolution  of  the  Commons,  expressing 
confidence  in  the  Government,  and;  pledging 
the  House  to  support  the  Reform  Bill,  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  131.  The  King  also 
stood  by  his  Ministers,  and  there  was  to  be 
no  dissolution.  The  public  mind  was  accord- 
ingly becoming  calmer.  Numerous  public 
meetings,  however,  were  held  throughout  the 
country  to  protest  against  the  action  of  the 
House  of  Lords. 

October  26. — On  the  previous  Monday  Hugh 
Macleod  was  executed  for  the  Assynt  murder. 
The  scaffold  was  erected  on  "that  part  of 
beach  called  the  Longman,"  near  Inverness. 
The  Magistrates  offered  to  convey  him  in  a 
cart,  but  he  preferred  to  walk.  Macleod  was 
led  from  the  prison  at  half-past  one  o'clock. 
"He  was  habited  in  a  long  black  cloak  or  gown, 
made  for  the  occasion,  and  had  on  a  white 
night-cap,  with  the  halter  round  his  neck, 
carried  behind  by  the  hangman.  He  was  ac- 
companied, by  his  own  desire,  on  his  right  by 
the  Rev.  Mr  Chirk  and  Mr  E.  Davidson, 
schoolmaster;  and  on  his  left  by  the  Rev.  Mr 
Kennedy  a/nd  Mr  Mackenzie,  shoemaker." 
The  Magistrates,  constables,  and  Inverness- 
Bhire  Militia,  formed  part  of  the  procession. 
The  day  was  wet  and  boisterous.  Macleod 
made  a  full  confession,  and  addressed  the  multi- 
tude in  Gaelic  from  the  scaffold.  A  gathering 
of  from  7000  to  8000  persons  witnessed  the 
execution.  In  the  evening  a  sermon  was 
preached  on  the  subject  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Clark. 
Macleod  is  described  as  a  man  of  about  five 
feet  eleven  inches  in  height,  of  a  thin  but 
active  and  muscular  frame.  There  was  no- 
thing in  his  general  appearance  or  deportment 
to  indicate  a  criminal  disposition. 

Ibid. — "Died,  at  the  Manse  of  Tain,  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  the  Rev.  Dr  Angus  Mackintosh,  minister 
of  Tain,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age  and  30th 
of  his  ministry." 

November  9. — Cholera  had  appeared  in  Sunder- 
land,  and  orders  were  received  at  the  Inverness 
Oustom-House  to  place  all  vessels  arriving 
from  that  port  under  quarantine.  A  meeting 
of  Magistrates,  clergy,  and:  medical  gentlemen 
was  held,  and  a  local  Board  "of  Health  was 
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constituted.  The  town  was  divided  into  ten 
districts,  with  a  committee  for  each.  The 
Magistrates  resolved  to  issue  a  .proclamation 
urging  the  necessity  of  removing  all  collections 
of  manure  and  pigstyes. 

Ibid. — Mr  Wilderspm,  who  advocated  a  system 
of  infant  education,  had  recently  visited  the 
town,  and  a  society  waa  now  formed  for  the 
establishment  of  an  infant  school.  The  object 
of  the  society  was  "the  training  of  children 
from  the  age  of  18  months  to  seven  years  on 
the  plan  of  Mr  Wilderspin's  infant  system." 

Ibid. — There  is  a  full  account  of  the  riots  at 
Bristol,  occasioned  by  the  visit  of  Sir  Charles 
Wetherell,  one  of  the  strongest  opponents  of 
Reform. 

November  16. — A  general  meeting  of  freeholders, 
Commissioners  of  Supply,  and  heritors  of  the 
County  of  Inverness,  met  and  voted  an  address 
to  the  King  in  support  of  the  Government. 
They  also  expressed  their  abhorrence  of  recent 
outrages.  Mr  Fraser  of  Lovat  was  in  the 
chair. 

December  14. — Parliament  was  opened  on  the 
6th  inst.  by  his  Majesty  in  person.  The  Royal 
Speech  recommended  careful  consideration  to 
measures  of  Reform,  and  spoke  of  the  pressing 
importance  of  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  settle- 
ment of  the  qustion. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  Inverness  Town  Council, 
it  was  resolved  to  contribute  the  sum  of  £1500 
in  aid  of  the  new  gaol  and  other  buildings  to 
be  erected  on  the  Castlehill. 

December  21. — The  Reform  Bill  had  been  again 
introduced'  into  the  Commons,  and  was  under 
discussion  on  the  second  reading  when  the 
paper  went  to  press.  The  majority  for  Mini- 
sters, as  given  in  the  next  issue,  was  162.  The 
bill  was  substantially  the  same  as  the  former 
measure. 

Ibid. — "Some  transfers  of  property  have  within 
the  last  eight  or  ten  days  taken  place  in  the 
North.  The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant.  M.P., 
has  sold  the  estate  of  Waternish,  in  Skye,  to 
Major  Allan  Macdonald,  for  about  £13,000. 
The  estate  of  Dochgarroch,  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, has  been  purchased  by  Mr  Baillie  of 
Dochfour  for  £10,000,  and  we  believe  the 
estate  of  Corriemony  has  been  transferred  to 
Colonel  Pearce  for  £13,500.  We  may  add 
that  the  whole  of  these  properties  are  con- 
sidered well  sold." 

December  28. — The  Northern  Institution  opened 
its  winter  session  on  the  23rd  inst.  Among  the 
gifts  presented  to  it  were  the  following: — An 
old:  Highland  broadsword,  found  near  the  site 
of  the  hut  in  Torvuilt  of  Lochaber,  where 
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Prince  Charles  Edward  was  concealed  in 
1746  by  the  Chines  family,  and  supposed  to 
have  belonged  to  one  of  the  party — from 
Colonel  Cameron,  Clunes.  An  original  peti- 
tion to  the  House  of  Lords,  of  the  burgesses, 
heritors,  and  trades  of  Inverness,  for  a  reform 
in  the  burgh,  with  their  signatures  annexed ; 
no  date,  but  about  forty  years  old — from  Mr 
D.  Mactavish,  solicitor,  Inverness. 
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The  year  1832  saw  the  final  passing  of  the 
Reform  Bill,  which  gave  the  Parliamentary 
franchise  to  the  ten-pound  householders  in 
towns,  and  to  lease-holders  paying  fifty 
pounds  rent  in  counties.  The  bill  (which  was 
the  third  introduced  by  Earl  Grey's  Govern- 
ment) had  been  read  a  second  time  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  18th  December  1831. 
Parliament  reassembled  on  the  17th  of  Janu- 
ary, and  the  bill  rapidly  passed;  through  the 
Lower  House.  The  question  agajn  was  what 
would  happen  in  the  Lords.  Early  in  April 
the  second  reading  was  carried  in  the  Upper 
House,  but  only  by  the  small  majority  of  9; 
and  whoa  the  House  met  on  the  7th  of  May, 
after  the  Eastor  Recess,  an  amendment  as 
to  the  order  of  procedure  was  carried  against 
the  Government.  Nothing  remained  for 
Eurl  Grey  and  his  colleagues  except  to  resign, 
or  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  King  to  a 
creation  of  new  peers.  The  King  accepted 
tho  resignation  of  Ministers.  The  Duke  of 
Wellington  attempted  to  form  an  Administra- 
tion, but  failed;  and  Earl  Grey  then  re- 
turned to  office,  with  authority  to  create  as 
many  peers  as  might  be  necessary  to  secure 
the  passing  of  the  bill.  The  Opposition, 
however,  now  recognising  the  inevitable, 
allow  the  measure  to  go  promptly  through 
the  Committee  stage,  and  on  the  4th  of  June 
1832,  tho  bill  was  read  a  third  time  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  106  peers  voting  for  it,  and 
only  22  against  it.  This  was  the  English  bill. 
The  Scottish  and  Irish  bills  had  afterwards 
to  be  carried  through,  but  the  main  measure 
having  been  passed,  tho  others  excited  little 
controversy. 

In  the  second  half  of  1832,  there  was  a 
memorable  visitation  of  cholera  along  the 
northern  seaboard.  Its  ravages  were  speci- 
ally fatal  in  the  villages  of  Easter  Roes,  and 
only  a  degree  less  severe  in  the  town  of  In- 
verness. Political  excitement  continued  at 
the  same  time,  and  tho  first  General  Election 
under  the  Reform  Act  came  off  towards  the 
close  of  the  year. 
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From,  the  "Inverness  Courier." 
1832. 

January  4. — The  dreaded  cholera  had  now  ap- 
peared at  Haddington,  in  Scotland.  Powers 
hiul  been  granted  to  Boards  of  Health  by  royal 
proclamation,  and  the  Inverness  Board  re- 
solved to  apply  for  a  commission.  A  fund  of 
£100  had  been  collected.  Returns  of  poor  in 
the  town  reported  500  in  destitute  circum- 
stances, and  a  much  larger  number  requiring 
occasional  aid. 

Ibid. — "A  splendid  fete  was  given  on  Tuesday 
last  at  Tulloch  Castle,  Ross-shire,  by  Duncan 
Davidson,  Esq.,  M.P.,  to  a  numerous:  party  of 
friends.  About  sixty  ladies  and  gentlemen 
were  present.  Dancing  commenced  at  ten 
o'clock,  an  elegant  supper  was  served1  up  about 
one,  and  the  festivities  were  continued  for 
several  hours  afterwards." 

Ibid. — The  condition  of  the  operative  classes  in 
Perth  is  reported  as  deplorable.  "The  number 
of  the  unemployed  is  daily  increasing;  and  in 
Dunning,  Auchterarder,  and  other  manufactur- 
ing places  in  the  county,  there  are,  we  are 
assured,  not  a  few  weavers  in  want  of  work." 

January  11. — A  public  meeting  was  held  under 
the  aiispices  of  the  Inverness  Board  of  Health 
to  consider  reports  on  tixe  condition  of  the  poor 
and  the  state  of  their  dwellings.  No  less  than 
840  persons  were  represented  as  being  in  a  state 
of  great  poverty,  of  whom  140  resided  in  the 
Green  of  Muirtown.  The  reports  stated  that 
the  practice  of  keeping  offensive  manure  in  the 
close  neighbourhood  of  dwellings  was  almost 
universal  among  the  poor ;  that  in  some  dis- 
tricts pigs  were  as.  numerous  as  dunghills,  and 
a  greater  nuisance ;  that  slaughter-houses  ex- 
isted in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  town ; 
that  numbers  of  the  poor  people  lay  on  straw, 
which  was  too  seldom  removed ;  and  that  in 
many  of  the  houses  of  the  poor  the  windows 
did  not  admit  of  being  opened,  having  neither 
sashes  nor  hinges.  It  was  resolved  to  raise  a 
public  subscription  to  provide  means  for 
manure  stances,  for  lime-washing  and  medi- 
cine, for  food,  clothing,  straw  for  bedding, 
flannel  belts,  and  a  soup  kitchen ;  and  also,  if 
necessary,  for  securing  a  cholera  hospital. 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  as  a  precaution  against 
cholera  every  cottage  in  the  county  of  Suther- 
land had  been  visited  by  district  committees ; 
that  the  wants  of  the  poor  inmates,  both  in 
clothing  and  food,  had  been  liberally  supplied  ; 
that  the  dunghills  had  been  removed  at  least 
thirty  yards  from  each  house,  and  every 
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dwelling  inside  and  out  had  been  thoroughly 
cleaned  and  whitewashed!. 

Ibid. — There  is  half-a-column  of  notes  on  natural 
history  from  Oromarty,  evidently  written  by 
Hugh  Miller.  They  are  marked  by  careful 
observation  and  power  of  description. 

Ibid. — The  Excise  duty  on  candles  of  one  penny 
per  pound  ceased  on  Saturday  week. 

January  18. — A  cattle  show  was  held  at  Dun- 
vegan,  Skye,  on  the  5th  inst.,  in  connection 
with  a  farming  society  in  the  Macleod 
country.  The  show  of  cattle  numbered  about 
100.  ' 

Ibid. — "Died,  at  Forres  House,  on  the  1st  inst., 
Lady  Gordon-Gumming,  widow  of  the  late  Sir 
A.  P.  Gordon-Gumming,  Bart.— On  the  21st 
ult.,  at  Inverness,  Mrs  Young,  mother  of 
Murdo  Young,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  'Sun'  London 
newspaper."  A  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
Lady  Gordon-Gumming  appears  on  the  25th 
inst. 

Ibid. — The  commission  for  the  trial  of  the  Bristol 
rioters  had  terminated.  "Five  have  been  con- 
demned to  death,  and  a  great  number  sen- 
tenced to  transportation.  The  riots  originated, 
perhaps,  in  political  animosity;  but  it  is 
proved  beyond  all  doubt  that  they  were  pro- 
tracted solely  from  a  desire  for  plunder." 

January  25. — Parliament  resumed  its  delibera- 
tions on  Tuesday,  the  17th  inst.  Mr  Croker 
is  described  as  the  most  active  leader  of  the 
Opposition  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Great 
interest  was  taken  in  the  question  whether  the 
King  would  create  peers  to  pass  the  Reform 
Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

February  8. — Cholera  was  spreading  in  the 
Southern  Counties  of  Scotland,  and  creating 
much  alarm.  A  special  meeting  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Supply  appointed  a  Board  of  Health 
for  the  county  of  Inverness,  placing  at  its  dis- 
posal a  sum  of  £300,  or  an  assessment  of  Id 
per  pound  Scots  on  the  valued  rent.  The  pro- 
posed bill  for  erecting  a  gaol  and  Court-house 
was  discussed,  and  it  was  resolved  to  send  up 
the  draft  of  the  bill  to  a  London  lawyer.  The 
bill  proposed  to  assess  land  in  the  county  in 
two-thirds  of  the  expense,  and  property  in  the 
burgh  in  one-third.  This  caused  dissatisfac- 
tion in  the  burgh.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
buildings  was  £22,000. 

February  15. — A  public  meeting  was  called  in 
Inverness  to  consider  the  Gaol  Bill,  but  a  letter 
was  read  from  Mr  Fraser-Tytler  stating  that 
the  financial  proposals  had  be«n  postponed  for 
the  purpose  of  adjusting  them  in  conference 
with  the  Magistrates  and  community  of  Inver- 
ness. A  committee  of  burgh  heritors  was  ac- 
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cordingly   appointed   to   meet   a   county  com- 
mittee. 

Ibid. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Northern  Institu- 
tion, there  was  presented  from  the  Rev.  George 
Gordon,  Elgin,  a  specimen  of  a  plant  then  new 
to  British  flora,  discovered  by  him  near  Rose- 
liaugh.  It  was  the  "Pinguicula  Alpina"  of 
Linneeus.  The  Secretary  also  presented  speci- 
mens of  bitumen  found  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dingwall. 

Ibid. — The  Government,  by  Royal  Proclama- 
tion, appointed  Thursday,  22nd  March,  as  a 
General  Fast  in  Scotland  on  account  of  the 
threatened  spread  of  cholera. 

February  22. — The  cholera,  plague  had  broken  out 
in  London.  Throughout  the  Northern  Coun- 
ties Boards  of  .health  were  now  established 
in  the  towns  and  many  of  the  parishes.  An 
unusual  number  of  vagrants  and  beggars  ap- 
peared to  be  in  the  Highlands,  giving  rise  to 
uneasiness  lest  they  should  carry  infection. 
The  Magistrates  and  Sheriff  of  Inverness  issued 
a  proclamation  "by  tuck  of  drum"  and  adver- 
tisement, prohibiting  any  of  the  inhabitants 
from  harbouring  vagrants,  and  instructing  con- 
stables to  prevent  them  from  entering  the 
town. 

March  7. — The  foundation-stone  of  the  Suspen- 
sion Bridge  over  the  Findhorn  was  laid  on  the 
previous  Thursday  with  Masonic  ceremonial. 
The  brethren  of  three  Mason  Lodges  took  part, 
those  of  St  Lawrence  and  St  John's  from 
Forres,  and  those  of  St  John's  from  Dyke. 
The  school  children  formed  part  of  the  pro- 
cession. The  foundation-stone  was  laid  by 
Brodie  of  Brodie,  Provincial  Grand  Master. 
From  four  to  five  thousand  persons  witnessed 
the  ceremony. 

March  28. — The  Reform  Bill  had  now  passed  the 
Commons.  Mr  Macaulay  distinguished  him- 
self in  all  tie  debates  on  the  bill,  and  spoke 
with  his  accustomed  brilliancy  on  the  third 
reading.  "Mr  Croker,"  we  are  told,  "who 
follows  Macaulay  as  his  shade,  attacked  the  bill 
in  a  clever  and  bitter  speech."  The  bill  was 
now  before  the  Lords  for  the  second  time. 

Ibid.— "Died,  at  Antigonish,  Mrs  Ann  Chisholm, 
aged  98  years,  a  native  of  Strathglass,  North 
Britain,  leaving  112  grand  and'  great-grand- 
children, of  whom  103  are  of  the  name  of 
Chisholm,  all  living." 

Ibid. — The  following  paragraph  is  quoted  from 
the  "Elgin  Courier"  : — "The  mania  for  emigra- 
tion rages  just  now  in  this  country  to  an  un- 
heard of  extent.  We  believe  more  people  have 
quitted,  or  intend  quitting,  Elginshire  for 
America  this  spring  than  during  the  last  ten 
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years.  From  the  small  village  of  Rothes  alone, 
no  fewer  than  sixteen  intend  sailing,  very  soon, 
in  the  same  vessel  for  the  western  hemisphere." 

April  11. — There  were  now  three  steamers  in  the 
Glasgow  trade  plying  on  the  Caledonian  Canal. 
The  "Highland  Chieftain"  passed  through  the 
Canal  to  Cromarty  and  Invergordon.  Some 
anvus_ement  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  the 
carrier  between  Inverness  and  Tain  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  steamer  on  her  first  trip.  "Man, 
horse,  cart,  and  goods,  were  shipped  at  Muir- 
town  Lock,  and  the  Tain  carrier  was  duly 
steamed  to  Invergordon." 

April  18. — The  second  reading  of  the  Reform  Bill 
was  carried  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  a  majority 
of  nine.  The  result  was  waited:  throughout 
the  country  with  great  interest  and  anxiety. 
The  news  was  first  brought  to  Inverness  by 
the  guard  of  the  Defiance  Coach  from  Aber- 
deen, which  arrived  about  an  hour  before  the 
mail.  When  the  latter  came,  confirming  the 
intelligence,  "cheers  both  loud  and  long  were 
raised." 

Ibid. — A'  school  competition  was  held  at  King- 
ussie  for  prizes  given  by  the  Celtic  Society  for 
promoting  education  in  Badenoch.  There  were 
72  competitors  drawn  from  six  schools  in  the 
parishes  of  Kingussie,  Inch,  and  Alvie.  These 
schools  were  attended  during  the  winter  by  450 
pupils.  The  competing  contingents  marched 
with  pipers  at  their  head,  two  of  the  school- 
masters and  a  considerable  number  of  the  com- 
petitors appearing  in  the  Highland  dress.  The 
attendance  of  the  public  was  so  large  that  the 
proceedings  had  to  be  adjourned  to  the  church. 
Mr  Macpherson  of  Belleville  was  in  the  chair. 
The  examination  was  conducted  by  the  clergv- 
men  of  the  three  parishes,  but  the  prizes,  32 
in  number,  were  awarded  by  the  votes  of  the 
gentlemen  present.  Previous  to  the  examina- 
tion, the  meeting  determined  an  honorary 
prize,  to  be  given  to  the  Highlander  who  had 
been  in  the  habit  most  constantly  of  wearing 
the  Highland  dress  of  home-made  tartan.  The 
prize  went  to  Robert  Shaw,  in  the  parish  of 
Inch,  aged  87  years. 

April  25. — The  editor  makes  some  fun  of  the 
managers  of  the  "Sun"  and  the  "True  Sun" 
newspapers,  who  had  made  superhuman  efforts 
to  carry,  as  far  as  Edinburgh,  the  news  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Reform  Bill  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  "The  henchmen  of  old,  careering 
among  our  Highland  vassals,  with  their 
gathering  symbol,  the  Fierv  Cross,  were  no- 
tihina  to  these  ambassadors  of  the  press,  driving 
four-in-hand,  with  ribands  flying  and  rosettes 
in  their  hats,  to  the  tune  of  fifteen  miles  an 
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hour.  What  a  contrast  to  the  slow  spread  of 
intelligence  in  the  days  of  our  fathers !  .  .  . 
Now  every  large  town  has  its  newspaper  and 
every  village  its  newspaper  club ;  and  such  is 
the  rapidity  of  our  mails,  and  the  excellence 
and  universality  of  our  roads,  that  the  London 
journals  of  Monday  evening — exclusive  of  all 
expresses — are  read  on  the  following  Friday 
among  the  wilds  of  the  Hebrides  and  at  the 
Ultima  Thule  of  John  o'  Groats." 

IKid. — An  immense  school  of  whales  appeared  off 
the  coast  of  Lewis,  near  Stonioway.  They  were 
driven  ashore  bv  a  troop  of  boats  which  put 
out  from  the  harbour.  Ninety-eight  whales, 
some  of  them  very  large,  were  killed  and  sold 
by  public  roup. 

May  2. — At  a  meeting  of  Inverness-shire  Com- 
missioners of  Supplv,  Mr  Patrick  Grant  was 
appointed  County  Clerk.  The  unsuccessful 
candidate  was  Mr  Alexander  Shepperd,  and  the 
vote  stood  22  to  17. 

May  9. — This  number  contains  a  sketch  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  Burghs  in  the  Northern  Coun- 
ties as  fixed  by  the  Scots  Reform  Bill.  It  also 
states  that  two  cases  of  cholera  had  occurred  in 
the  garrison  at  Fort-George. 

Ibid.— The  Rev.  D.  Mackintosh  Mackay,  late  of 
Laggan,  was  inducted  as  minister  of  Dunoon 
on  Thursday,  19th  ult. 

Ibid. — The  Inverness  Gaol  Bill  had  now  assumed 
a  new  complexion.  A  formal  separation  took 
place  between  the  burgh  and  county.  "It  is 
now  agreed  that  the  county  shall  erect  a  Court- 
House  and  public  offices  at  their  own  expense 
— the  Magistrates  of  the  burgh  havtng  no  con- 
nection with  them,  and  the  ouestion  of  erecting 
a  new  gaol  or  retaining  the  present  one  remain- 
ing entirely  with  the  burgh.  The  county 
buildings  will  be  constructed  on  an  approved 
principle,  after  the  design  of  Mr  Burn,  archi- 
tect, and  will,  it  is  calculated,  cost  about 
£8000."  Several  of  the  county  heritors  pro- 
tested against  the  scheme,  but  the  bill  was  ap- 
proved by  a  majority,  and  transmitted  to  the 
London  solicitors. 

May  16. — The  news  that  Earl  Grey's  Ministry 
had  resigned  created  consternation  in  tlh'e 
country.  On  an  amendment  to  the  Reform 
Bill  in  the  House  of  Lords,  they  had  been 
beaten  by  a  majority  of  35.  A  creation  of 
peers  or  the  resignation  of  Ministers  then  be- 
came inevitable.  The  King  refused  to  create 
peers,  and  Ministers  resigned.  The  Duke  of 
Wellington  was  summoned  to  form  a  new  ad- 
ministration. 

May  23.— After  various  attempts  to  form  an 
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administration,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was 
forced  to  abandon  the  task,  and  Earl  Grey  and 
his  colleagues  were  again  in  office,  vested  with 
full  powers  to  carry  the  Reform  Bill.     On  the 
22nd  a  great  meeting  was  held  in  the  Academy 
Park,  Inverness,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Re- 
form Committee.       "This  was  the  first  open 
meeting  ever  held  in  Inverness  for  a  political 
puqwse,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by  the 
inhabitants.     A  more  imposing  spectacle  was 
certainly  never  before  witnessed  here.       The 
Incorporated  Trades  and  other  public  bodies, 
with  their  banners  flying,  and  all  arrayed  in 
their  best,   were  in  attendance — most  of  the 
shops  were  shut,  the  streets  and  windows  were 
thronged  with  spectators,  and  crowds  of  people 
arrived  from  the  country.     The  Trades  assem- 
bled  on  the    Castle  Hill,    and  exactly  at   12 
o'clock  the  music   struck  up,   and  the  whole 
marched  to  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  where  the 
Reform  Committee  were  assembled.      The  pro- 
cession then  proceeded  to  the  Academy  Park." 
The    gathering   was    estimated   as   numbering 
from  8000  to  10,000.       On  the  hustings  were 
Mackintosh,  yr.  of  Mackintosh,  Fraser  of  Cul- 
bokie,  Fraser  of  Abertarff,  Fraser  of  Balnain, 
and  prominent  citizens.     Mr  John  Mackenzie, 
banker,  was  called  to  the  chair.     The  report  of 
the  speeches  runs  to  over  four  columns. 
May   30. — It   is  stated1   that  most  of   the   anti- 
Reform  peers  had  absented  themselves  from  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  that  the  Reform  Bill  was 
making  rapid  progress  in  Committee. 
June    6. — "The    English    Reform    Bill    is    now 
through  the  Committee,  and  was  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Monday  last.    On  Tuesday  it  was 
expected  that  the  few  verbal  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Lords  would  be  adopted  by  the 
Commons,  and  that  on  Wednesday  (this  day) 
the  bill  would  receive  the  royal  assent."      It 
was  calculated  that  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight 
the  Scots  and  Irish  bills  would  also  have  passed 
through  Parliament. 

Ibid. — There  is  an  interesting  memoir,  more  than 
two  columns  in  length,  of  Sir  James  Mackin- 
tosh, who  died1  on  {he  30th  May  in  the  sixty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  It  is  stated  that  in 
his  speeches  in  the  House  of  Commons  Sir 
James  was  of  the  old  school  of  rhetoricians. 
"He  appealed  to  first  principles,  reasoned  high 
of  the  eternal  laws  of  truth  and  justice,  and 
enforced  his  arguments  in  elaborate  diction,  and 
by  repeated  and  various  quotation.  It  was 
our  fortune  to  hear  him  only  once — during  the 
stormy  period  of  the  trial  of  Queen  Caroline — 
and  his  speech  struck  us  as  being  exactly  like 
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a  well  delivered  essay  of  the  Edinburgh  Review. 
His  manner  was  inelegant,  but  earnest  and 
imposing,  and  his  appearance  commanded  uni- 
versal respect  and  attention." 

June  13.— The  English  Reform  Bill  had  at  length 
passed  the  House  of  Lords  and  become  law. 
The  Scottish  Bill  was  now  passing  through 
Parliament  with  but  little  opposition.  "Major 
Gumming  Bruce  and  a  few  others  set  up  a 
claim  for  compensation  to  the  proprietors  of 
superiorities,  for  the  loss  they  would  sustain 
through  the  bill,  but  did  not  press  the  point  to 
a  division.  We  cannot  sec  the  slightest  founda- 
tion in  justice  or  equity  for  such  a  compensa- 
tion. The  proprietors  of  superiorities  will  not 
be  denuded  of  their  franchise,  and  undoubtedly 
the  owners  of  boroughs  in  Schedule  A  of  the 
English  bill  possessed  a  better  right  to  be  in- 
demnified for  their  loss  than  our  Scottish  pro- 
prietors of  paper  votes.  The  inequality  in 
the  value  of  superiorities  would  also  render 
compensation  no  easy  task.  In  some  counties 
the  qualification  sold  for  £100.  and  in  others 
(as  in  Inverness)  for  £1000  or  £1200.  At  what 
rate  then  was  compensation  to  be  given?  The 
absurdity  as  well  as  cupidity  of  this  unpatriotic 
objection  prevented  the  House,  as  we  have 
stated,  from  coming  to  a  division  on  the  sub- 
ject." 

Ibid.— Sir  William  Grant,  late  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  died  on  Friday,  25th  May,  at  Dawlish, 
in  Devon. 

Ibid. — The  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Northern 
Missionary  Society  was  held  at  Dingwall.  Sub- 
scriptions and  donations  amounted  to  £47.  A 
meeting  of  the  same  Society  was  held  at  In- 
verness :  subscriptions  and  donations,  £68  4s. 

June  27. — There  are  many  rumours'  as  to  candi- 
dates who  are  to  come  forward  at  the  election 
to  take  place  after  the  completion  of  the  Re- 
form Scheme  for  the  three  kingdoms.  Major 
Gumming  Bruce  had  already  announced  his 
intention  to  seek  the  suffrages  of  the  new 
electors  in  the  Inverness  District  of  Burghs. 
He  declared  that  though  he  had  opposed  the 
Government  Bill  he  was  not  an  anti-Reformer, 
and  referred  to  his  speeches  in  proof  of  the 
statement.  Mr  Charles  Grant  had  an  invita- 
tion to  stand  for  Liverpool,  but  determined  to 
stick  to  the  county  of  Inverness,  though  he 
knew  he  would  meet  with  active  opposition. 
His  brother,  Mr  Robert  Grant,  had  been  asked 
to  stand  for  several  constituencies,  including 
the  Inverness  Burghs,  but  resolved  to  remain 
with  Norwich. 

July  4. — The  cholera  was  on  the  increase  in  Eng- 
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laud,  and  had  also  a  strong  hold  of  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Perth.  Several  cases  had  now 
appeared  on  board  a  Revenue  cruiser  at  Cro- 
marty. 

July  4  and  11.  —  Both  issues  are  filled  with  elec- 
tion news.  Charles  Grant  and  Macleod  of 
Maoleod  were  again  in  the  field  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  county  of  Inverness.  Three 
candidates  were  canvassing  the  burghs,  namely, 
Major  Gumming  Bruce,  Mr  John  Stewart  of 
Belladrum,  and  Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys.  Mr 
Stewart  was  the  Reform  candidate,  and  Mr 
John  Mackenzie,  banker,  was  Chairman  of  the 
Election  Committee. 

July  18.  —  The  Refonn  Bill  for  Scotland  passed 
the  House  of  Lords  on  the  13th.  At  Nairn  on 
the  12th  there  was  a  great  Reform  festival, 
consisting  of  a  procession  and  dinner.  The 
Nairn  seamen  turned  out  to  the  number  of 
150,  a  party  of  twenty  in  holiday  garb  draw- 
ing a,  yawl,  which  bore  the  Reform  Bill, 
crowned  by  a  large  broom,  spliced  at  the  mast- 
head. The  "  broom  "  was  in  honour  of  Lord 
Brougham.  There  were  twenty-one  flags  in 
the  procession,  each  bearing  an  appropriate 
motto. 

Ibid.  —  The  Sheep  and  Wool  Fair  was  held  th« 
previous  week.  In  the  price  of  sheep  there 
was  an  advance  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per 
cent.,  which  was  partly  attributed  to  the  ad- 
vancing prosperity  of  the  country,  and  partly 
to  the  great  mortality  among  sheep  in  Eng- 
land, which  had  occurred  about  two  years 
before.  The  number  of  sheep  in  England  was 
calculated  at  25  millions,  and  no  fewer  than 
six  millions  were  carried  off  by  rot  in  1830. 
There  was  a  fall  in  the  price  of  wool,  but  tlie 
deficiency  in  value  was  partly  supplied  by  the 
excellence  and  abundance  of  the  clip.  The 
toll  dues  on  sheep  and  cattle  were  again  a 
matter  of  complaint,  and  the  committee  on  the 
subject  was  reappointed.  There  was  a  talk 
about  promoting  a  drove  road,  and  more  rest- 
ing places  for  sheep  were  said  to  be  required. 

August  1.—  The  following  curious  announcement 
appears  :  —  '"We  cannot  forward  a  copy  of  the 
Reform  Act  to  our  correspondent  in  Skye  for 
some  weeks,  till  a  carrier  leaves  Inverness." 

Ibid.  —  It  ia  announced  that  cholera  had  broken 
out  in  the  village  of  Helmsdale,  in  Sutherland. 
The  herring-fishing  was  going  on,  and  the 
disease  was  brought  by  a  boat  from  Preston- 
pans,  in  the  Firth  of  Forth. 

August  8.  —  "Death,  which  has  lately  been  so 
busy  in  high  places,  has  added  another  titled 
victim  to  its  list  —  the  young  Duke  de  Reich- 
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stadt,  son  of  Napoleon,  died  on  the  22nd  ult. 
The  direct  line  of  Napoleon  is  thus  termi- 
nated." 

Ibid. — Cholera  was  now  spreading  throughout 
the  Northern  Counties.  It  had  appeared  at 
Golspie,  Portmahomack,  Hilton  of  Cadboll, 
Dingwall,  and  Maryburgh.  The  outbreak  at 
Helmsdale  was  severe.  In  subsequent  issues 
there  are  reports  of  its  ravages  there  and  in  the 
villages  of  Sutherland  and  Easter  Ross. 
August  22.- — On  the  previous  day  there  was  a 
great  procession  of  trades  in  Inverness  to  cele- 
brate the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill.  Flags 
and  banners  were  numerous,  and  there  were 
triumphal  arches  in  High  Street  and  Bridge 
Street.  In  the  afternoon  350  gentlemen  dined 
in  the  Northern  Meeting  Rooms — Mr  Macken- 
zie, banker,  in  the  chair. 

August  29. — The  cholera  had  at  last  entered  In- 
verness, and  within  five  days  there  were  17 
deaths.  One  case  was  that  of  Skene  Morri- 
son, the  guard  of  the  north  mail.  "He  was 
seized  on  his  road  from  Tain,  when  within  a 
few  miles  of  Inverness,  but  kept  his  seat  till 
the  coach  arrived  here,  a  little  before  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when,  after  delivering 
the  mail  bags,  he  staggered  home  and  expired 
in  about  four  hours."  The  Board  of  Health 
was  sitting,  and  the  medical  men  of  the  town 
attended. 

Ibid. — The  passing  of  the  Reform  Act  was  cele- 
brated by  a  procession  at  Forres.  Sueno's 
Stone  was  decorated1  with  evergreens,  and  a 
handsome  flag  streamed  from  the  top. 
September  5. — "There  are  108  candidates  in  the 
field  for  the  53  seats  in  Parliament  belonging  to 
Scotland.  All  the  counties  are  contested  except 
Banff,  Bute,  Dumfries,  Forfar,  Kirkcudbright, 
Orkney,  and  Peebles,  and  all  the  burghs  except 
Ayr  and  Dysart." 

September  12.— On  the  6th  inst.  Buchanan  Mac- 
millan,  a  gentleman  well  known  to  the  mercan- 
tile community  of  London  and  to  natives  of 
the  Highlands,  died  at  the  Inverness-shire 
residence  of  Mr  Stewart  of  Belladrum.  "Mr 
Macmillan  was  in  his  74th  year.  He  was  born 
of  humble  parents  in  the  glen  of  Urquhart ; 
and  at  an  early  age  removed  to  the  metro- 
polis, where,  by  active  commercial  pursuits,  he 
realised  a,  considerable  fortune,  which  he 
seemed  only  to  hold  in  fee  for  the  benefit  ol 
his  countrymen,  and  for  enabling  him  to  assist 
in  works  of  utility  and  benevolence.  Mr  Mac- 
millan was  for  a  considerable  period  connected 
with  the  '  Sun '  newspaper  as  printer  and  pro- 
prietor; and  he  also,  we  believe,  at  one  time 
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held  the  lucrative  office  of  King's  printer.  The 
love  and  honour  of  his  native  country  was, 
with  Mr  Macmillan,  a  strong,  active  princi- 
ple. .  .  He  was  in  thought,  word,  and  deed 
a  genuine  Scotsman.  His  house,  his  purse, 
time  and  influence  were  always,  even  in  his 
busiest  days,  at  the  command  of  his  country- 
men, and  of  all  the  Scottish  charitable  insti- 
tutions in  London  he  was  the  warm  and  steady 
supporter.  During  his  latter  years  he  occasion- 
ally visited  the  North,  and  delighted  to  renew 
hia  recollection  of  old  scenes  and  old  friends. 
Of  the  strength  and  vividness  of  these  impres- 
sions we  remember  a  striking  instance.  He 
took  a  gentleman  who  was  in  his  company  one 
day  at  Oorrimony  to  point  out  to  him  the  site 
of  his  father's  hut.  A  few  stones  distinguished 
the  place ;  there  was  a  well  near,  a  little  up  the 
brae,  and  the  old  man,  dashing  aside  the  fern 
and  heath,  filled  a  bottle  which  he  had  brought 
with  him  from  his  native  spring.  'I  shall  take 
this  with  me  to  London,'  he  said,  'and  if  I 
die  there  the  last  draught  I  shall  drink  will 
be  from  this  bottle.'  It  pleased  Providence, 
however,  to  lengthen  his  span  of  life ;  he  re- 
turned to  London,  visited  the  North  again  this 
season,  and  closed  his  eyes  in  peace  and  honour 
within  a  few  miles  of  his  native  glen."  A 
notice  of  Macmillan  and  his  relatives  appears 
in  Mr  Mackay's  History  of  Urquhart,  page 
409. 

Ibid. — The  total  number  of  cases  of  cholera  in 
Inverness  had  now  reached  273 ;  deaths,  82. 
Among  the  victims  was  the  Rev.  MrFindlater, 
minister  of  the  Chapel  of  Ease  (East  Church), 
Inverness.  "Mr  Findlater  was  45  years  of  age, 
22  of  which  he  had  spent  in  the  ministry,  viz., 
eleven  at  Loch-Tay  side,  Perthshire,  and  eleven 
as  pastor  of  the  Chapel  of  Ease  in  Inverness. 
He  was  long  subject  to  severe  bilious  and 
nervous  attacks,  but  was  in  his  usual  health 
when  seized  with  the  calamity  which  hurried 
him  to  his  grave.  The  rev.  gentleman  was 
warmly  esteemed  by  his  friends  and  parish- 
ioners. His  style  of  preaching  was  clear,  un- 
affected, and  impressive."  At  the  village  of 
Inver,  near  Tain,  it  is  reported  that  there  had 
been  100  cases  of  cholera  and  53  deaths.  In 
the  rural  districts,  near  Inverness,  the  greatest 
alarm  and  apprehension  prevailed.  All  inter- 
course, except  of  the  most  pressing  kind,  was 
interrupted,  and  the  town  markets  were 
scantily  supplied. 

September  26.— -Cholera  was  becoming  milder  in 
Inverness,  but  the  ravages  of  the  disease  had 
been  very  severe.  Total  cases  from  the  com- 
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mencement,  409 ;  deaths,  136.  'IDr  George 
Forbes,  the  oldest  medical  practitioner  in  In- 
verness, was  seized  with  cholera  on  Thursday 
evening,  after  attending  his  patients,  and 
though  every  effort  was  made  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  disease,  Dr  Forbes  died  at 
eight  o'clock  on  Friday  morning."  Dr  Forbes 
was  66  years  of  age.  The  local  Board  of 
Health  had  been  liberally  supplied  with  funds 
by  subscription  to  assist  the  poor.  A  Catholic 
clergyman  from  Keith,  Rev.  Mr  Lovie,  was 
successful  in  the  treatment  of  cholera  patients, 
first  at  Wick  and  afterwards  at  Inverness.  The 
Inverness  Board  requested  him  to  remain  in 
the  town  for  ten  days.  They  also  voted  a 
donation  of  £10  for  his  services,  but  he  handed 
the  money  over  to  the  medical  men  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  poor. 

Ibid — -The  death  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  is  announced, 
and  there  is  a  memoir,  over  a  column  in  length, 
by  the  editor. — -The  old  burghal  system  was 
still  in  existence,  and  the  election  of  Magi- 
strates and  Council  took  place  in  the  usual 
way.  Mr  John  Ross  was  chosen  as  Provost. 

Ibid. — "Some  professional  gentlemen  from  this 
place  [Inverness]  having  occasion  to  visit  Cro- 
marty  last  week,  were  seized  at  the  entrance 
of  the  town,  and  told  that  they  must  go  to 
be  smoked  for  the  cholera,  as  they  came  from 
Inverness.  They  were  accordingly  conveyed 
to  the  seaside  till  they  arrived  at  a  wooden  shed, 
where  they  were  obliged  to  take  off  part  of 
their  clothes  wash  themselves  with  a  prepara- 
tion of  chloride  of  lime,  and  then  enter  a  place 
strongly  impregnated  with  sulphur  and  other 
ingredients,  where  they  were  locked  up  and 
half-suffocated.  Having  undergone  this  salu- 
tary and  rational  process,  the  Invernessians 
were  allowed  to  dress  and  depart."  This 
incident  is  described  at  some  length,  and  with 
quiet  humour,  in  Hugh  Miller's  "Schools  and 
Schoolmasters." 

October  10. — There  is  a  striking  account  of  the 
introduction  of  cholera  into  the  North  of  Scot- 
land, and  its  ravages  in  Easter  Ross,  written 
by  Hugh  Miller.  "In  the  month  of  July  1832," 
he  says,  "the  disease  was  introduced  by  some 
South  countrymen,  fishermen,  into  the  town  of 
Wick,  and  a  village  of  Sutherlandshire ;  and 
from  the  latter  place,  on  the  following  August. 
Into  the  fishing  villages  of  the  peninsula  of 
Easter  Ross.  It  visited  Inverness,  Nairn, 
Dingwall,  Urquhart,  and  Rosemarkie,  a  few 
weeks  after.  In  the  villages  of  Ross  the 
disease  assumed  a  more  terrible  aspect  than  it 
had  yet  presented  in  any  other  part  of  Britain. 
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In  the  little  village  of  Portmahomack  one-fifth 
of  the  inhabitants  were  swept  awav ;  in  the 
still  smaller  village  of  Inver  nearly  one-half. 
So  abject  was  the  poverty  of  the  people  that 
in  some  instances  there  was  not  a  bit  of  candle 
in  any  house  in  a  whole  village ;  and  when  the 
disease  seized  the  inmates  in  the  night-time, 
they  had  to  grapple  in  darkness  with  its  fierce 
pains  and  mortal  terrors,  and  their  friends,  in 
the  vain  attempt  to  assist  them,  had  to  grope 
round  their  beds.  Before  morning  they  were 
in  most  instances  beyond  the  reach  of  medicine. 
The  infection  spread  with  frightful  rapidity. 
In  Inver,  though  the  population  did  not  much 
exceed  a  hundred  persons,  eleven  bodies  were 
committed  to  the  earth  without  shroud  or  coffin 
in  one  day ;  in  two  days  after  they  had  buried 
nineteen  more.  Many  survivors  fled  from  the 
village,  leaving  behind  them  the  dead  and  the 
dying,  and  took  shelter,  some  in  the  woods  and 
some  among  the  hollows  of  an  extensive  track 
of  sandhills.  But  the  pest  followed  them  to 
their  hiding  place,  and  they  expired  in  the 
open  air.  Whole  families  were  found  lying 
dead  on  their  cottage  floors.  In  one  instance 
an  infant,  the  only  survivor,  lay  grovelling  on 
the  body  of  its  mother,  wailing  feebly  among 
the  deadj  the  sole  mourner  in  the  charnel-house 
of  the  pestilence.  Two  young  persons,  a  lad 
and  his  sister,  were  seen  digging  a  grave  for 
their  father  in  the  church-yard  of  Nigg,  and 
then  carrying  the  corpse  to  it  on  a  cart,  no 
one  ventoiring  to  assist  them."  Suohi  is  a  con- 
temporary account  of  the  horrors  of  this  pain- 
ful time. 

October  24.— The  Rev.  J.  Macdonald,  of 
Urquhart,  preached  in  the  Chapel  of  Ease  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Society  for  improving  Church' 
patronage  in  Scotland.  The  collection 
amounted1  to  £8  17s  S^d.  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society  was  held,  and  resolutions  passed 
in  favour  of  delivering  the  Church  from  the 
grievances  flowing  from  patronage. 

October  31. — An  article  in  this  number  describes 
the  state  of  parties  in  the  North,  and  the  pre- 
paration made  for  electioneering  contests.  A 
few  years  before  the  prospect  of  a  general  elec- 
tion was  regarded  in  Scotland  with  scarcely 
any  interest.  The  question  of  burgh  reform 
was  generally  held  to  be  much  more  important, 
and  in  many  places  led  to  violent  party  col- 
lisions and  expensive  law-suits.  When  Parlia- 
mentary reform,  however,  came  to  the  front, 
the  subject  was  eagerly  seized  upon  by  the 
commercial  and  middle  classes,  and  on  the 
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passing  of  the  Act  they  pressed  forward  to 
claim  the  franchise.  In  view  of  an  early  dis- 
solution of  Parliament,  electioneering  was  now 
very  active.  "In  no  part  of  the  Kingdom  has 
this  state  of  things  more  abounded  than  in  this 
Northern  division  of  the  Empire.  The  grand 
source  of  disunion  is  undoubtedly  the  struggle 
between  the  friends  and  the  opponents,  of  the 
present  Ministry.  Mr  Charles  Grant,  a 
Cabinet  Minister,  is  opposed,  on  the  broad 
principle  of  political  hostility,  by  Macleod  of 
Macleod.  Mr  Stewart-Mackenzie  is  opposed 
in  Ross-shire  by  Mr  Munro  of  Novar,  partly  on 
political  grounds  and  partly  from  local  motives. 
Mr  Stewart  of  Belladrum,  a  decided  adherent 
of  the  Government,  disputes  the  Inverness  Dis- 
trict of  Burghs  with  the  present  member, 
Major  Cumming  Bruce,  the  active,  uncom- 
promising opponent  of  the  Reform  Bill  ajid  the 
Ministry,  and  Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys,  an  East 
India  Director,  contests  the  palm  with  both, 
chiefly  because  of  his  personal  influence  and  his 
being  a  native  of  Inveiness.  The  political  bia« 
and  connections  of  the  latter  lean  to  the  Tory 
side."  The  article  goes  on  to  say  that  Major 
Cumming  Bruce  had  strong  personal  influence, 
independent  of  politics,  in  his  family  and  in  his 
position  as  Major  of  the  Inverness-shire 
Militia.  Colonel  Baillie  derived  similar  sup- 
port from  his  friends  in  the  Magistracy  of  the 
town  and  his  personal  acquaintance  with  the 
inhabitants.  Mr  Stewart  stood  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  local  influence,  and  claimed  the 
seat  as  an  independent  country  gentleman, 
friendly  to  the  principle  of  reform,  which  he 
advocated!  in  a  former  Parliament  as  member 
for  Beverley,  in  Yorkshire. 

Ibid. — No  case  of  cholera  had  occurred  in  In- 
verness for  three  days,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
the  disease  had  left  the  town.  The  total  num- 
ber of  cases  from  the  beginning  on  24th  August 
was  553,  and  deaths  175.  "This  is  severe 
enough,  but  much  less  than  has  been  experi- 
enced in  ma.ny  towns  of  similar  extent  in  the 
South.  Trade  is  again  reviving  here ;  our 
markets  are  attended,  and,  generally  speaking, 
public  confidence  is  restored."  A  proportion 
of  cases  had  occurred  in  the  villagei  of  Culca- 
bock,  arising,  it  was  supposed,  from  the  damp- 
ness of  houses  caused  by  a  recent  flood.  A  few 
cases  occurred  after  this  date  in  Inverness,  but 
the  plague,  on  the  whole,  had  disappeared. 

November  7. — Cromarty  was  clear  of  cholera. 
The  number  of  cases  had  been  over  thirty ;  the 
number  of  deaths  ten. 

November  14. — A  paragraph  is  given  to  a  Gran- 
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town  character,  deceased,  •who  was  known  as 
"Jamie  Blin,"  or  "the  Solicitor-General  of 
Qrantown."  He  had  been  born  almost  blind, 
but  he  managed  to  find  his  way  about,  and 
wandered  over  the  district  between  Qrantown, 
Elgin,  and  Inverness.  Jamie  possessed  a  pro- 
digious memory  and  an  insatiable  desire  for 
political  discussion,  speechifying,  and  news- 
papers. His  pockets  were  generally  filled  with 
news-sheets  which  he  got  other  people  to  read 
for  him.  At  the  time  of  Courts  of  Justiciary 
and  contested  elections  he  was  generally  to  be 
foun«ii  in  Inverness.  "Throughout  his  whole 
life  the  memory  of  poor  Jamie  was  most  ex- 
traordinary. He  could  repeat  speeches  of  an 
hour's  length  almost  verbatim,  after  once  hear- 
ing them ;  and  as  he  generally  copied  tone 
and  gesture  as  well  as  words,  lie  appeared  oc- 
casionally, when  in  the  vein,  a  most  imposing 
orator.  His  outer  man,  it  is  true,  was  seldom 
in  keeping  with  the  character  he  assumed ; 
for  Jamie  was  never  solicitous  about  the  busi- 
ness of  the  toilet,  and  his  tattered'  vestments, 
with  newspapers  bulging  out  in  all  directions, 
sometimes  contrasted  strongly  with  his  elo- 
quent exordiums  and  perorations.  In  all 
parties  the  rustic  politician  was  generally 
welcome,  and  it  may  be  truly  said  that  the 
stock  of  harmless  mirth  has  in  many  districts 
been  abridged  by  the  death  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  of  Grantown." 

November  28. — A  hot  controversy  had  arisen  be- 
tween Seaforth  and  Hugh  Ross  of  Glastullich 
in  connection  with  the  Ross-shire  election. 
There  are  five  columns  of  letters  in  this  issue. 
A  duel  was  threatened,  but  averted. 

December  5. — On  the  previous  Friday  the  Sus- 
pension Bridge  over  the  Findhorn,  near  Forres. 
was  opened:  with  a  procession  of  trustees  and 
subscribers.  Afterwards  105  gentlemen  dined 
in  the  St  Lawrence  Masonic  Lodge.  Mr 
Fraser-Tytler,  who  declared  the  bridge  open, 
was  in  the  chair. 

Ibid. — The  dissolution  of  Parliament  had  been 
fixed  for  the  previous  Monday,  and  the  writs 
were  expected  on  the  6th  in  Inverness. 

December  12. — The  Northern  Missionary  Society 
held  its  anniversary  meeting  at  Tain  on  the 
21st  ult.  Collections,  subscriptions,  and  dona- 
tions amounted  to  £68  4s  8d. 

December  19  and  26. — The  nomination  for  the 
Inverness  District  of  Burghs  took  place  on  the 
17th.  There  were  four  candidates,  namely, 
Major  Gumming  Bruce,  Mr  Stewart  of  Bella- 
drum,  Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys,  andi  Mr  Robert 
Fraser  of  Torbreck  (who  appears  to  have  come 
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on  the  scene  unsolicited).  The  hustings  were 
erected  on  the  Exchange,  and  there  -was  a 
crowded  gathering  in  spite  of  unfavourable 
weather.  The  polling  occupied  two  days 
(Thursday  and  Friday),  and  the  result  was  the 
return  of  Colonel  Baillie,  who  stood  seven 
votes  ahead  of  Mr  Stewart.  The  total  figures 
were  as  follows  :  — Colonel  Baillie,  250  ;  Mr 
Stewart,  243 ;  Major  Gumming  Bruce,  192 ; 
Mr  Fraser  of  Torbreck,  6.  The  scale  was 
turned  at  the  last  moment  in  favour  of  Colonel 
Baillie  by  Major  Gumming  Bruce  recommend- 
ing his  reserved  voters  to  support  that  candi- 
date. Major  dimming  Bruce  had  his  chief 
support  in  Forres,  where  he  polled'  88  votes. 

December  26. — The  nomination  of  the  candidates 
for  the  county  of  Inverness  took  place  on  the 
22nd.  Mr  Fra.«er  of  Lovat  proposed  Mr  Charles 
Grant,  and  Mr  Fraser  of  Culbokie  seconded. 
Mr  Mackintosh  of  Geddes  proposed  Marleod  of 
Macleod,  and  Rev.  Mr  Smith,  Urquhart, 
seconded.  The  result  was  not  published  until 
the  next  issue,  when  the  figures  were  an- 
nounced as  follows: — For  Mr  Grant,  257;  for 
Macleod,  213 ;  majority  for  Mr  Grant,  44. 

Ibid1. — The  nomination  for  Ross-shire  came  off 
at  Dingwall  on  the  24th.  Mr  Mackenzie  of 
Kilcoy  proposed  Seaforth,  and  Mr  Archibald 
Dudgeon,  Arboll,  seconded.  Sir  George  Mac- 
kenzie of  Coul  proposed  Mr  Munro  of  Novar, 
and  Mr  Davidson  of  Tulloch  seconded.  The 
result  as  given  in  next  issue  was  as  follows  :  — 
Seaforth,  277 ;  Novar,  152 ;  majority  for  Sea- 
forth, 125.  The  contests  for  the  counties  of 
Inverness  and  Rnss  had  excited'  great  interest, 
and  in  both  cases  the  popular  or  Reform  can- 
didates were  elected.  "No  constituencies  in 
Scotland,"  says  the  editor,  "will  be  better  re- 
presented as  regards  public  conduct  or  private 
character,  general  talent  or  Parliamentary  ex- 
perience. Seaforth  has  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century  supported  those  principles  which 
have  secured  for  him  so  triumphant  an  issue ; 
and  Mr  Grant  is  known  to  the  whole  kingdom, 
not  only  as  a  Cabinet  Minister,  but  for  his 
enlightened  views  of  national  policy,  his  bril- 
liant eloquence  and  extensive  acquirements." 
Mr  James  Loch  was  re-elected  member  for  the 
Northern  Burghs  without  a  contest. 
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No.  IX. 

In  the  year  1833  the  Reform  Government 
got  to  work  with  a  new  Parliament  and  a 
large  majority.  The  number  of  subjects 
which  Ministers  undertook  to  handle  created 
friction  in  its  own  ranks,  and  whetted  the 
activity  of  the  Opposition.  Daniel  O'Con- 
nell  and  his  Irish  followers  were  also  particu- 
larly troublesome.  The  first  session,  how- 
ever, saw  a  great  deal  of  work  accomplished. 
A  measure  was  carried  to  put  down  excesses 
in  Ireland  :  another  to  mitigate,  or  attempt 
to  mitigate,  the  hostility  against  the  Irish 
Established  Church.  Acts  were  passed  deal- 
ing with  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  remodelling  the  powers  of  the  East 
India  Company,  the  latter  being  deprived  of 
its  commercial  monopolies.  The  important 
measure  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
British  Colonies  was  carried  through.  A 
beginning  was  made  with  the  beneficent 
factory  legislation  identified  with  the  name 
of  Lord  Ashley,  afterwards  Lord  Shaftesbury. 
The  first  step  was  taken  towards  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  system  of  education  in 
England  by  a  grant  of  £20,000.  A  reduc- 
tion in  the  advertisement  duty  was  welcome 
to  newspapers.  Economists  like  Mr  Joseph 
Hume  were,  however,  annoyed  by  the  meagre 
efforts  at  retrenchment  in  the  expenditure. 
Locally,  the  sudden  death  of  Colonel  Baillie 
of  Leys,  the  member  for  the  burghs,  led  to 
a  bye-election,  in  which  Major  Gumming 
Bruce  was  the  successful  candidate.  It  is 
rather  curious  that  in  the  two  elections  after 
the  passing  of  the  Reform  Act,  candidates 
who  had  been  known  as  anti-reformers  were 
returned  for  the  Inverness  burghs.  The 
columns  of  the  "Courier"  during  the  year 
were  largely  occupied'  with  political  dinners 
and  speeches,  which  were  important  at  the 
time,  but  for  the  reader  of  the  present  day 
have  lost  much  of  their  interest. 

The  notes  below  will  be  read  with  interest 
as  recording  the  beginning  of  Town  Councils 
in  their  modern  form.  One  of  the  first  acts 
of  the  Inverness  Town  Council  was  to  abolish 
the  office  of  hangman,  which  appears  to  have 
existed  in  the  burgh  from  time  immemorial. 
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There  is  a  full  account  of  the  hangman's  per- 
quisites, which  must  have  given  much  annoy- 
ance in  the  collection. 


From  the  "Inverness  Courier." 
1833. 

January  2. — The  result  of  the  contest  in  the 
Elgin  Burghs  is  announced.  There  were  three 
candidates — Colonel  Leith  Hay,  the  Right  Hon. 
Holt  Mackenzie,  and  Mr  Alex.  Morison,  yr.  of 
Auchintoul.  The  first-named  was  elected',  the 
figures  being — Colonel  Leith  Hay,  343 ;  Mr 
Holt  Mackenzie,  223 ;  Mr  Morison,  112. 
Colonel  Leith  Hay  had  a  majority  of  112  on 
the  gross  poll. 

Ibid. — Seaforth  was  entertained  to  a  public 
dinner  at  Dingwall  on  the  31st  ult.  Mr  Mac- 
kenzie of  Kilcoy  was  chairman,  and  the  crou- 
piers were  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Muirton,  W.S., 
and  Captain  Sutherland  of  Udoll.  The  dinner 
was  in  celebration  of  Seaforth's  return  as  a 
member  of  Parliament. 

January  9.— The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant  was 
entertained  to  dinner  at  Inverness  by  a  num- 
ber of  his  supporters.  Lovat  was  in  the  chair, 
with  Mr  Hugh  Fraser  of  Eskadale  and  Mr 
David  Sheriff,  Barnyards,  as  croupiers.  Colonel 
Baillie  entertained  from  two  to  three  hundred 
of  his  friends  to  a  dinner  in  the  Northern 
Meeting  Rooms. 

January  16. — Over  six  columns  are  devoted1  to 
the  report  of  a  dinner  held  in  the  Northern 
Meeting  Rooms  to  celebrate  the  "Cause  of 
Reform."  About  250  were  present.  The 
rooma  were  decorated  with  laurels  and  ever- 
greens, and  portraits  of  Earl  Grey,  Lord 
Brougham,  and  Lord  John  Russell.  The 
croupiers  were  Mr  John  Fraser,  Church  Street, 
Inverness  ;  Mr  Ketchen,  Nairn  ;  and  the  Rev. 
Mr  Stark,  Forres.  In  the  following  week  there 
was  a  dinner  at  Nairn. 

Ibid. — The  following  Note  to  the  readers 
of  the  paper  is  an  illustration  of  the 
difference  between  that  day  and  this: — • 
"  lu  consequence  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Caledonian  Canal  having  been  inter- 
rupted by  frost,  a  large  package  of  stamps, 
which  should  have  reached  us  on  Saturday, 
has  been  detained  about  Fort-William.  On 
this  account  we  are  compelled  to  print  part  of 
our  impression  on  blanks,  of  which  due  ac- 
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knowledgement  will  be  made  to   the   Stamp 
Office." 

Ibid. — The  same  issue  contains  the  announce- 
ment, derived!  from  a  private  source,  that  the 
Marquis  of  Stafford  has  received  the  title  of 
Duke  of  Sutherland.  Al  a  party  given  by  the 
King  the  previous  week,  his  Majesty  had  pro- 
posed the  health  of  "The  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Sutherland."  The  "Gazette"  notice  ap- 
peared in  the  next  issue.  The  announcement 
was  received  with  great  pleasure  in  Sutherland1. 

January  23. — "Mr  Davidson  of  Cantray  bet  with 
Sir  Francis  Mackenzie  that  the  former  would 
run  his  gig  mare  in  harness  fourteen  miles  in 
the  space  of  an  hour.  The  ground  fixed  was 
the  north  mail  road  between  Conon  and  Clach- 
naharry,  and  yesterday  the  time.  Mr  David- 
son himself  drove  the  animal,  and  she  per- 
formed the  task  in  three  minutes  less  than  the 
hour." 

January  30. — Three  columns  are  given  to  a  re- 
port of  rejoicings  in  Sutherland  in  honour  of 
the  Dukedom. 

February  6. — There  is  an  article  on  the  burdens 
laid  on  newspapers,  arising  from  a  report  that 
some  relief  was  in  contemplation.  The 
"Courier"  was  still  a  sheet  of  four  pages,  five 
columns  to  a  page,  and  the  price  was  seven- 
pence,  as  it  was  of  most  other  papers. 
Rumour  pointed  to  a  repeal  of  the  Stamp- 
duty.  "We  have  been  so  long  accustomed," 
says  the  editor,  "  to  the  restrictive  duty — so 
long  in  the  habit  of  paying  sevenpence  for  our 
newspaper — that  so  great  a  change  seems  at 
first  sight  to  be  wild  and  impracticable." 
There  was  at  the  time  a  duty  of  3s  6d  on  all 
advertisements  long  and  short.  This  duty  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reduced  in  the 
next  Budget. 

Ibid. — "Died,  at  Daviot  House,  on  the  morning 
of  Friday,  25th  ult.,  in  his  78th  year,  the 
Hon.  Angus  Mackintosh,  25th  Chief  of  that 
Ilk,  and  20th  [25th]  Chief  and  Captain  of  Clan 
Chattan.  We  will  not  go  into  a  lengthy  or 
elaborate  euloginm  of  the  character  of  the  de^ 
ceased.  We  will  merely  observe  that  he  was 
a  person  of  the  most  inflexible  integrity,  of  a 
warm  and  sociable  temper,  given  to  hospi- 
tality, free  of  tKe  sophistry  of  the  world, 
totally  unaffected,  accessible  to  all  who  had 
occasion  to  address  him,  and  in  point  of  patriot- 
ism none  could  take  precedence  of  him.  He 
had  been  nearly  fifty  years  a  resident  in  Upper 
Canada,  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  In  that  country  his  many 
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virtues  and  public  enterprise  endteared  Mm  to 
a  numerous  and  respectable  acquaintance.  His 
funeral  was  attended,  from  his  late  residence 
to  Petty  (the  family  burying-ground  for  many 
generations),  by  one  of  the  most  numerous 
assemblages  of  gentlemen  and  the  tenantry 
generally  we  have  witnessed  for  many  years." 

February  20. — "As  a  mark  of  respect  to  Dr 
Robertson  of  Aultnaskiach — long  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  burgh — it  is  proposed  to 
request  that  gentleman  to  sit  for  his  portrait 
to  ornament  our  Town  Hall.  A  subscription 
for  this  purpose  was  opened  yesterday  after- 
noon, and  the  amount  already  subscribed 
evinces  the  general  estimation  in  which  the 
worthy  Provost  is  held  by  his  fellow-townsmen 
of  all  parties." 

February  27. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Gaelic  School 
Society  in  Edinburgh  it  was  stated  that  in 
the  Synods  of  Argyll  and  Glenelg,  the  popula- 
tion amounted  to  nearly  205,000,  and  of  these 
no  less  than  24,703  above  six  years  of  age 
were  unable  to  read.  In  the  parish  of  Gair- 
loch  only  about  a  fourth  of  the  Copulation 
were  able  to  read. 

March  6. — An  advertisement  announces  that  a 
steamer  was  to  ply  between  Glasgow  and  Stor- 
noway.  The  advertisement  is  signed  by  Alex- 
ander Ferguson,  30  Turner's  Court,  Glasgow. 

Ibid. — The  same  issue  contains  an  advertisement 
announcing  that  the  Lordship  of  Lochaber,  as 
founded  by  the  late  Duke  of  Gordon,  was  to 
be  sold  by  public  roup  in  Edinburgh  on  16th 
July.  The  net  rental  was  given  at  £5796 
sterling.  A  subsequent  advertisement  gives 
it  at  £6124  8s  2d. 

March  13. — -Meetings  in  favour  of  modifying  or 
abolishing  patronage  in  the  Church  were  at 
this  time  common.  In  this  issue  there  is  a 
report  of  a  meeting  at  Reay,  in  Caithness,  and 
it  is  stated  that  almost  every  parish  in  the 
county  had!  held  similar  meetings.  Petitions 
from  Inverness  and  other  nlaces  were  also  sent 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  where  Mr  George 
Sinclair,  M.P.,  was  moving  in  the  matter. 

Ibid. — The  walk  on  the  bank  of  the  Eiver  Ness, 
along  the  property  of  Bught,  had  recently  been 
made  by  the  proprietor.  There  was  as  yet  no 
bridge  connecting  the  Islands  with  the  west 
bank. 

March  20. — There  was  a  revival  of  illicit  distilla- 
tion in  the  district.  This  was  largely  due  to 
the  low  price  of  barley,  a.nd  to  the  withdrawal 
of  a  revenue  cutter.  In  the  local  market  barley 
was  quoted  at  from  24s  to  27s  per  imperial 
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quarter.  In  the  next  issue  it  is  stated  that  the 
Bars'  prices  in  the  North  -were  about  20  per 
cent,  below  the  previous  year. 

March  27. — There  is  an  account  of  the  bill  in- 
troduced by  the  Lord  Advocate  for  municipal 
reform  in  Scotland. 

Ibid. — At  a  public  meeting  in  Stornoway  on  the 
20th  inst. — Mr  Murclo  Mackenzie  in  the  chair — 
it  was  resolved  "that  it  is  the  unanimous  sense 
of  this  meeting  that  the  sum  allowed  by  Gov- 
ernment for  a  Packet  betwixt  Stornoway  and 
the  opposite  coast,  is  totally  inadequate  to  the 
support  of  a  vessel  suitable  to  the  purpose, 
and  that  this  community,  in  consequence, 
labour  under  the  most  serious  grievances, 
which  loudly  call  for  remedy."  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  collect  facts  and  prepare  an 
application  for  redress.  The  grievances  of 
Stornoway  are  thus  of  old  standing. 

April  10. — With  this  issue  the  "Courier"  was  en- 
larged, becoming  a  sheet  of  six  columns  to  the 
page,  or  twenty-four  columns  in  all.  It  was 
also  printed  in  new  type  and  with  a  new  press. 
The  circulation  of  the  paper  had  increased,  a 
fact  due  in  a  measure,  as  the  editor  states,  to 
the  growing  desire  for  public  information  and 
political  inquiry.  "Most  of  our  readers  must, 
in  their  daily  intercourse  with  society,  have 
observed  that  the  recent  extension  of  political 
rights  and  the  improvements  entered  on  by  the 
Government,  both  in  Church  and  State,  have 
given  an  impulse  to  the  public  mind  unex- 
ampled in  any  former  period  of  our  history. 
Napoleon  termed  us  a  nation  of  shopkeepers; 
we  may  now  be  nailed'  a  nation  of  readers  and 
politicians.  .  Great  Britain  seems  at  this 
moment  to  realise  the  idea  of  a  mighty  people 
roused  at  once  to  the  full  consciousness  of  their 
strength,  and  admitted  to  the  exercise  of  new 
powers  and  privileges." 

April  17. — The  Court-House  and  gaol  of  the 
burgh  of  Tain  were  burned  down  on  the  15th 
inst.  The  fire  was  discovered  about  two 
o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  and  spread  with 
great  rapidity.  Three  persons  confined  in  the 
jail  lost  their  lives,  one  (perhaps  two)  im- 
prisoned for  debt,  the  third'  the  wife  of  the 
second  prisoner,  who  had  come  to  visit  her 
husband.  The  Town-House  had  been  erected 
only  in  1825,  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  town 
and  county,  and  was  not  insured. 

Ibid. — A  report  on  toll  dues,  roads,  and  other 
matters  affecting  the  movement  of  sheep  and 
cattle  from  the  Northern  Counties  to  the 
Southern  markets  appears  in  this  issue.  The 
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exaction  of  tolls  was  a  great  grievance,  parti- 
cularly in  the  counties  of  Perth  and  Stirling. 
The  committee  suggested  various  remedies,  in- 
cluding the  formation  of  a  general  drove  road, 
on  a  line  formerly  recommended  by  Mr  Tel- 
ford.  The  report  is  signed  by  Mr  J.  Murray 
Grant  of  Glenmoriston. 

April  24. — "Intelligence  was  received  here  last 
night  of  the  death  of  Colonel  John  Baillie  of 
Leys,  member  for  the  Inverness  District  of 
Burghs,  and  a  Director  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany. The  Colonel  died  at  his  house  in  Lon- 
don at  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday  last.  He 
was  attacked  about  ten  days  previous  witli  the 
epidemic  so  prevalent  in  the  metropolis,  the 
influenza,  which  was  followed  by  inflammation, 
that  in  a  few  days  proved  fatal.  He  was,  we 
believe,  in  his  61st  year.  Colonel  Baillie  was 
a  native  of  the  town  of  Inverness.  He  entered 
early  in  life  into  the  services  of  the  East  India 
Company  as  a  cadet ;  and  held  successively  the 
important  offices  of  Professor  of  the  Hindos- 
tanee  language  in  the  Company's  College  at 
Calcutta,  and  Resident  at  Lucknow.  After  his 
return  to  England  in  1816,  he  sat  for  the  burgh 
of  Hedon,  in  Yorkshire,  which  he  represented 
in  two  Parliaments.  He  was  returned  for  the 
Inverness  Burghs  in  September  1830,  and  again 
at  the  last  general  election,  after  one  of  the 
keenst  contests  witnessed  in  Great  Britain. 
The  sudden  death  of  this  gentleman  so  recently 
after  his  struggle  here,  and  almost  before  the 
excitement  it  occasioned  had  subsided — and  in 
the  midst  of  the  pending  negotiations  relative 
to  tlie  East  India  Company's  Charter,  in  which 
he  took  a  strong  and  lively  interest — irre- 
sistibly reminds  us  of  the  eloquent  exclama- 
tion of  Burke — 'What  shadows  we  are  and 
what  shadows  we  pursue." "  Colonel  Baillie 
built  Leys  Castle,  near  Inverness,  and  planted 
the  woods  around  it.  The  Castle  was  un- 
finished at  the  date  of  his  death. 

May  8. — It  is  announced  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  reduced  the  duty  on  ad- 
vertisements from  3s  6d  to  Is  6d.  "This 
alteration  was  brought  forward  on  Thursday 
evening,  and  appears  to  have  been  assented  to 
without  a  dissentient  voice."  The  reduction 
came  into  effect  in  July. 

Ibid. — The  Parliamentary  Commission  on  Roads 
and  bridges  had  replaced  the  Bridge  of  Borlum. 
in  Glen-Urquhart,  with  a  stone  bridge  of  two 
arches,  each  40  feet  span.  They  had  also  con- 
tracted for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Findhorn,  at  Corrybrough,  in  lieu  of 
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that  which  was  carried  away  by  the  flood  of 
August  1829.  They  had  likewise  resolved  to 
effect  an  improvement  in  the  pass  of  Sloch- 
muich. 

Ibid. — Tlie  death  is  announced  of  Mr  James  Mac- 
pberson  of  Belleville,  son  of  the  translator  of 
Ossian.  He  is  said  to  have  carried  out  great 
improvements  on  his  property,  with  the  view 
of  giving  employment  to  those  around  him, 
and  of  converting  into  smiling  and  productive 
fields  the  mosses  and  unenclosed  wastes  of  his 
estate.  "The  magnificent  embankments  which 
he  has  made  along  the  whole  line  of  the  Spey, 
opposite  his  property — the  villages  which  he 
founded  on  the  most  liberal  principles  at  New- 
tonmore  and  L/ynachat,  and  the  immense  im- 
provements which  he  has  effected  in  draining, 
clearing,  enclosing,  and  planting,  will  long  re- 
main a  monument  of  his  liberality  and  patriot- 
ism." Mr  Macpherson  was  also  a  farmer  and 
improver  of  stock. 

May  15. — Owing  to  the  death  of  Colonel  Baillie 
there  was  a  fresh  contest  for  the  representation 
in  Parliament  of  the  Inverness  District  of 
Burghs.  The  candidates  were  Major  Gumming 
Bruce  and  Mr  Stewart  of  Belladrum.  The 
latter  laboured  under  the  disadvantage  of 
beins  absent  during  the  contest,  having  been 
detained  in  London  by  severe  indisposition. 
The  result  of  the  election  was — Major  Cum- 
min Bruce,  358  votes;  Mr  Stewart,  292; 
majority  for  Major  Gumming  Bruce,  t>o.  The 
successful  candidate  had  a  majority  in  all  the 
burghs  except  Nairn.  In  Forres  he  had  93 
votes  as  against  44. 

Mav  29. — "Mr  Alexander  Ross,  house  carpenter, 
Tain,  who  died  a  few  weeks  since,  was  one  of 
the  few  who  recollected  the  battle  of  Oulloden. 
At  the  period  of  the  battle  he  was  ten  years 
of  age.  A  body  of  the  retreating  Highlanders 
took  possession  of  the  choicest  of  his  father's 
cattle,  and,  entering  his  house,  laid  violent 
hands  on  all  that  appeared  desirable  to  con- 
sume or  carry  off." 

June  12. — The  bridge  at  Millburn,  near  Inver- 
ness, was  now  widened  ten  feet,  and  the  foot- 
path extended  about  a  mile  further  from  In- 
verness. 

June  19. — The  scheme  of  Government  for  the 
future  administration  of  the  affairs  of  India 
was  explained  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  "Mr  Grant 
spoke  for  nearly  three  hours  and  a-half,  and, 
according  to  the  journals  of  all  parties,  with 
his  usual  eloquence,  force,  and  effect." 

Ibid. — On  Tuesday,  the  llth  inst.,  a  gathering 
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of  the  people  of  Badenoch  assembled  at  Dal- 
whinnie  to  welcome  and  escort  home  their 
Chief,  Cluny  Macpherson,  and  his  wife,  to 
their  residence  at  Cluny  Castle.  The  proces- 
sion was  headed  by  about  fifty  gentlemen  on 
horseback.  On  arriving  at  the  Castle  the  Chief 
thanked1  them  in  a  Gaelic  speech. 

June  26. — -"Mr  Macleod  of  Geanies  has  retired 
from  the  Sheriffdom  of  Ross-shire,  having  held 
that  office  for,  we  believe,  the  long  period  of 
fifty-nine  years — a,  life-time  in  itself." 

July  10. — There  are  letters  and  articles  in  this 
and  other  issues  respecting  outrages  that  were 
said  to  have  occurred  in  the  district  of  Dun- 
donnell,  in  the  west  of  Ross-shire.  Some 
of  these  outrages  dated  several  years  back,  and 
were  connected  with  a  law  case.  Others  had 
to  do  with  the  removal  of  yairs  for  catching 
herrings.  The  stories  were  obviously  exag- 
gerated, and  though  they  caused  much  excite- 
ment at  the  time,  they  are  not  now  of  interest. 

July  17. — The  Inverness  Sheep  and  Wool  Fair 
was  very  satisfactory  to  sellers.  "From  a  cal- 
culation wliicli  we  made,  assisted  by  some  of 
the  gentlemen  attending  the  market,  it  appears 
that  the  transactions  in  sheep  amounted  to 
about  £100,000 ;  and  those  in  wool  to  £70,000 
or  £80,000.  The  prices  were  high.  In  wool 
there  is  a  great  advance,  particularly  of  the 
common  blackfaced  description,  wliich  brought 
21s  and  21s  6d  per  stone  of  48  Ibs.,  being  a 
rise  of  from  5s  6d  to  6s  6d  per  stone  over  last 
year's  prices.  The  highest  price  obtained  for 
Cheviot  wool  WHS  20s  9d  per  stone  of  24  Ibs., 
deliverable  in  the  Clyde,  being  ;ui  advance  over 
last  year's  nriees  of  about  4s  6d."  The  advance 
in  blackfaced  wool  was  partly  accounted  for 
by  its  growing  scarcitv,  as  Cheviot  stock  was 
becoming  more  general.  The  following  prices 
are  quoted: — Cheviot  wedders,  22s  to  31s; 
ewes,  13s  6d  to  20s ;  lambs,  8s  to  11s  3d ; 
blackfaced  wedders,  16s  to  24s ;  ewes,  7s  6d 
to  12s  6d ;  lambs,  6s  6d  to  9s  6d.  Cheviot 
wool,  per  stone  of  24  Ibs.,  18s  to  20s  9d ;  cross 
ditto,  washed,  14s  to  16s ;  unwashed,  12s  to 
14s;  blackfaced,  per  stone  of  48  Ibs.,  20s  to 
22s.  A  meeting  was  held  on  the  subject  of 
the  transport  of  .stock,  and  the  report  of  a 
committee  was  adopted,  praying  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  to  sur- 
vey a  line  of  dlrore  road  from  a  point  near 
Highbridge,  across  Rannoch  Moor  to  Killin, 
or  to  a  point  on  the  old  military  road  near 
King's  House. 

July  24.— The  death  is  announced  of  the  Duke 
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of  Sutherland  at  Duiirubin  Castle  on  Friday, 
the  19th  inst.  The  Duke  arrived  in  the 
North  only  a  fortnight  previous,  and  was 
shortly  afterwards  seized  with  the  illness  which 
proved  fatal.  His  Grace  was  born  in  January 
1758,  and  was  consequently  in  his  76th  year. 
He  married  the  Countess  of  Sutherland  in 
1785,  and  succeeded  his  father  as  Marquis  of 
Stafford1  in  1803.  A  few  months  before  his 
death  he  was  created  Duke  of  Sutherland.  His 
Grace  did  much  for  the  county  by  liberally 
assisting  in  the  construction  of  roads  and 
harbours  and  promoting  education. 

Ibid. — Mr  George  Sinclair,  M. P.,  moved  on  the 
16th  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a.  bill  to  repeal  the  Act  of  Queen  Anne 
abolishing  patronage  in  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land. Mr  Horatio  Ross  seconded.  The  motion 
was  withdrawn,  as  it  was  found  that  it  could 
not  be  entertained  without  the  previous  con- 
sent of  the  Grown. 

August  7. — The  remains  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Sutherland  were  conveyed  from  Dunrobin  Castle, 
and  were  laid  in  Dornoch  Cathedral  on  31st 
July.  "There  was  a  total  absence  of  pomp 
and  pageantry.  The  coffins  were  made  by  his 
Grace's  own  carpenter,  the  shroud  was  sewn 
by  the  females  of  his  family  and  the  daughters 
of  his  tenants,  and  his  body  was  placed  in 
its  last  abode  by  the  hands  of  his  faithful  ser- 
vants. This  absence  of  all  ostentatious  dis- 
play was,  howeiver,  more  than  compensated 
by  the  attendance  of  thousands  and  the  heart- 
felt grief,  surpassing  show,  which;  pervades 
every  heart."  The  number  of  persons  present 
was  estimated  at  ten  thousand.  The  refresh- 
ments consisted  of  bread,  meat,  and  ale,  whisky 
being  excluded. 

August  14. — The  Directors  of  the  Inverness 
Academy  at  this  time  adopted  a  resolution  to 
appoint  teachers  without  salaries,  allowing 
them  to  take  payment  in  fees,  to  be  regulated 
by  the  Board.  Mr  James  Falconer  was  ap- 
pointed writing  and  commercial  master. 

August  21. — The  Scots  Burgh  Reform  Bill,  and 
a  supplementary  bill  dealing  with  burghs  not 
Royal,  passed  through  Committee  in  the  Lords. 
The  following  issue  recorded  the  third  reading. 

August  28. — "Strangers  continue  to  flock  into 
the  North,  and  there  never  perhaps  was  a  time 
when  the  Highlands  had/  so  many  visitors. 
Our  inns  are  all  full,  bed  and  board;  coach 
seats  are  almost  as  difficult  to  obtain  as  a 
lottery  prize  in  the  olden  time;  steam-boats 
are  equallv  crowded,  and  gigs  and!  horses  are 
everywhere  but  at  home.  In  the  interior  of 
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the  country  we  find  parties  of  all  descriptions 
— sportsmen  with  dogs  and  guns,  the  patient 
angler  with  his  rod,  the  geologist  with  his  bag 
and  hammer,  tke  botanist  with  his  book  of 
specimens,  the  scene-hunter  with  his  pencil  or 
memoranda,  and  numerous  groups  intent  only 
on  pic-nicking  among  wild  hills,  streams,  or 
waterfalls.  .  .  Our  Highland  inns  are  greatly 
improved.  The  lairds  are  still  too  careless  in 
loeking  after  the  'change-houses'  on  their 
estates;  but  in  general  traffic  produces  cleanli- 
ness and  civility,  and  the  force  of  example  as 
well  as  precept  begins  to  be  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged." 

September  4. — There  was  opposition  in  the 
parish  of  Petty  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Rev. 
John  Grant  as  their  minister.  One  objection 
was  his  alleged  deficiency  in  the  Gaelic  lan- 
guage. The  Presbytery  heard  him  preach.,  and 
found  that  Mr  Grant  had  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Gaelic  language,  and  possessed 
great  fluency  and  accuracy  in  it.  They  re- 
solved to  proceed  with  Mr  Grant's  trials  for 
ordination,  but  to  defer  further  consideration 
of  the  case  till  the  approach  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  Rob  Roy's  favourite  clay- 
more hadl  been  presented  by  Mr  Ryder,  of  the 
Aberdeen  Theatre,  to  Mr  Alexander  Fraser, 
the  young  laird  of  Torbreck.  The  present  was 
accompanied  by  the  following  certificate  of  its 
authenticity: — -"This  was  the  favourite  clay- 
more of  Rob  Roy.  It  was  presented  by  him 
to  his  particular  friend  and  near  relative,  Mr 
Campbell  of  Glenlyon,  and  remained  in  that 
family  until  Francis  Gordon  Campbell  of  Tro.ip 
succeeded  to  the  title  and  estates  of  Glenlyjn." 

September  11. — At  the  Inverness  Circuit  Cent 
there  were  numerous  charges  of  assault,  and 
the  presiding  Judge,  Lord  Meadowbank,  fa  id 
there  were  more  cases  of  assault  tried  at  this 
Circuit  than  in  all  other  parts  of  >Si  ot'and 
united.  "The  people  of  the  Highlands,"  he 
said,  "seemed  in  this  respect  to  be  a  perjle 
living  without  law."  The  editor  thought  tris 
statement  a  little  exaggerated ;  but  he  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  influential  persons  wcv,Id 
"exert  increased  activity  to  repress  an  rffci.ce 
•which  hafl  become  a  reproach  and  disgrirp  to 
us,  and  which  seems,  unfortunately,  to  l.e  on 
the  increase." 

September  25. — The  portrait  of  Dr  Robertson  of 
Aultnaskiach,  painted  by  subscription  for  the 
Town  Hall,  was  recently  finished.  A  pannel 
at  the  bottom  bears  the  following  subscription  : 
— "In  testimony  of  regard  for  his  private 
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•worth  and  public  usefulness  while  Chief  Magi- 
strate of  Inverness,  this  portrait  of  James 
Robertson  of  Aultnaskiach,  M.D.,  was  plac,  d 
here  by  public  subscription  of  bis  fellow- 
citizens,  1833.  John  Sime,  Esq.,  S.A.,pinxt." 
The  paragraph  proceeds — "The  portrait  is  the 
size  of  life,  in  a  sitting  posture,  with  one  hand 
containing  a  letter,  and  the  othe-  engaged  in 
lifting  an  eye-glass.  The  likeness  is  admir- 
able, bating  perhaps  a  little  too  much  fulness 
in  the  body.  .  .  Mr  Sime,  the  artist,  is 
well  known  AS  a  bold  and  felicitous  portrait 
painter,  and  we  have  since  seen  some  pictures 
on  which  he  is  at  present  engaged,  which  give 
us  even  a  higher  idea  of  his  talents."  The 
portrait  now  hangs  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Ibid. — A  fine  piece  of  plate  for  presentation  to 
Mr  John  Mackenzie,  banker,  had  arrived,  and 
w,-is  on  exhibition.  It  consisted  of  an  epergne 
richly  chased  and  ornamented,  standing  on  a 
handsome  plateau,  and!  surmounted  by  a 
bouquet.  The  cost  was  a  hundred  and  twenty 
guineas.  On  one  compartment  was  engraved 
Mr  Mackenzie's  arms,  and  on  another  his  creSt 
and  the  following  inscription: — "Presented  to 
John  Mackenzie,  Esq.,  by  admirers  of  his 
public  conduct  and  private  character,  residing 
in  Inverness  and  neighbourhood ;  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  strenuous  and  valuable  ser- 
vices in  support  of  popular  rights  during  Earl 
Grey's  administration,  a  period  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  political  independence  and! 
welfare  of  the  nation,  September  1833." 

October  2. — From  a  notice  of  the  Northern  Meet- 
ing, it  seems  that  the  gathering  had  for  some 
years  fallen  off.  The  account  of  the  Meeting 
says  that  at  one  period  it  "used  to  draw  to- 
gether nearly  all  the  leading  families  of  the 
Highlands."  This  year  it  was  "enlivened  by 
the  presence  of  several  strangers,"  but  the 
attendance  was  "more  respectable  than  numer- 
ous," and  the  dinner  parties  were  much  smaller 
than  formerly.  "There  was  no  attempt  to 
revive  the  sports  of  the  turf,  or  to  institute 
any  public  amusement,  excepting  the  ball, 
which  was  well  attended." 

Ibid. — A  treatise  on  the  Natural  History  of  the 
Salmon,  by  Mr  Alexander  Fraser,  tacksman  of 
Dochnalurg,  which  seems  to  have  been  first 
printed  for  private  circulation,  was  now  pub- 
lished. Several  extracts  from  it  are  given  in 
this  issue. 

Ibid. — A  bazaar,  which  is  dteecribed  as  a  "novel 
and.  interesting  exhibition,"  was  held  in  the 
Town  Hall  for  the  benefit  of  the  conjoined 
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charities  of  the  Infant  School,  the  Female 
School,  and  the  Female  Work  Society.  Stalla 
were  kept  by  Lady  Saltoun,  Mrs  Fraser  of 
Lovat,  Lady  Mackenzie  of  Gairloch,  Mrs 
Gumming  Bruce,  Mrs  Fraser  of  Oulduthel,  Mrs 
Fyvie,  &c.  The  proceeds  amounted!  to  £401 
15s  6d.  A  small  basket  made  by  the  Queen 
brought  £4  10s. 

Ibid. — Two  Commissioners,  Mr  Hunter  and  Mr 
limes,  were  at  this  time  in  the  North,  making 
arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  Municipal 
Reform  Act.  Inverness  was  divided  into 
three  Wards. 

October  9. — There  was  at  this  time  a  commercial 
crisis  in  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  involving  ulso 
some  London  houses.  The  amount  of  liabilities 
is  placed  at  £15,000,000  sterling.  The  Bur- 
mese war  is  assigned  as  one  of  the  chief  causes 
of  the  financial  collapse.  The  Indian  Gov- 
ernment floated  a  loan  which  withdrew  a  large 
sum  from  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

Ibid. — The  death  is  recorded  of  Mr  John  Mac- 
pherson,  at  Cluny  Castle,  in  St  Thomas  in 
the  East,  Jamaica,  a  near  relative  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Clan.  "The  old  gentleman,  in  defiance 
of  mosquitoes  and  everything  else,  continued 
to  wear  the  philabeg,  composed!  of  the  tartan 
of  tis  clan ;  and  at  the  skirl  of  the  pibroch 
every  negro  within  reach  of  its  sound  was 
heard  to  exclaim,  'God  bless  my  old  massa; 
he  m;ikrs  plenty  of  noise  for  me."  So  uni- 
versally was  this  gentleman  respected  in  the 
quarter  that  a  holiday  was  granted  to  all  the 
negroes  to  attend  his  remains  to  the  'narrow 
house  ; '  and!  a  poor  old  Highlandman  who  could 
scarcely  crawl  to  his  kinsman's  grave,  pro- 
duced his  bagpipe,  and  played  the  'Macpher- 
son's  Lament'  in  a  style  which  was  responded 
to  by  every  Celt  present  doffing  his  bonnet." 

October  16. — The  epergne  described  in  a  previous 
paragraph  was  presented!  to  Mr  Jolui  Macken- 
zie, banker,  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  sub- 
scribers in  the  Royal  Hotel.  Mr  John  Thom- 
son, banker,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  presen- 
tation was  made  by  Mackintosh  of  Mackin- 
tosh. 

Ibid.  — The  remains  of  Gregor  Macgregor,  alias 
Willox,  and  widely  known  as  "Wi'llox  the  War- 
lock," were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Church-yard  of 
Kirkmichael,  Strathdon,  on  the  5th  inst. 
"Gregor  was  the  last  of  a  line  of  ancestors, 
long  the  objects  of  awe  and  veneration,  as  the 
possessors  of  the  only  means  ever  known  of 
prying  into  futurity,  and  of  controlling  and 
circumventing  the  works  of  both  natural  and 
supernatural  agents."  His  tools  consisted  of 


136  Inverness  Courier  Index.  [1833 


a  piece  of  yellow  metal,  resembling  the  bit  of 
a  horse's  bridle,  which  was  said  to  have  been 
taken  from  a  water -kelpie ;  and  a  transparent 
stone,  "resembling  the  nob  of  a  crystal  bottle," 
which  was  said  to  have  been  extorted  from  a 
mermaid.  "Strange  as  it  may  appear  to  the 
enlightened  readier,  these  credentials,  trans- 
mitted from  father  to  son,  obtained  for  many 
iiges  implicit  faith  among  the  peasantry  of 
Scotland  from  Perth  to  John  o'  Groats."  In 
recent  years  faith  in  Willox  had  fallen  off,  but 
he  had  a  specious  tongue  and  a  fund  of  tradi- 
tional lore  which  brought  him  manv  visitors. 
Apart  from  his  profession  of  necromancer,  to 
which  he  adliered  to  his  dying  day,  the  para- 
graph says  that  there  was  nothing  very  repre- 
hensible in  the  character  or  conduct  of  Willox. 

October  23. — "We  believe  we  can  state  with 
safety  that  (smuggling  is  fast  decreasing  in  the 
Highlands.  Donald  still  keeps  hold  of  a  few 
heights  and  hollows,  where  the  gauger  cannot 
conveniently  find  his  way ;  but  as  a  trade, 
illicit  distillation  will  soon  die  a  natural  death." 

October  30. — A  paragraph  from  the  "Elgin 
Ooairier"  describes  how  Mr  Dean,  farmer  at 
Easter  Oakenhead,  found  the  remains  of  a 
ship  while  ploughing  at  the  eastern  extremity  of 
the  Loch  of  Spynie,  in  Morayshire.  The  editor 
of  the  paper,  with  a  companion,  cleared  away 
part  of  the  soil,  so  as  to  inspect  the  buried 
timbers.  "The  whole  length  of  the  vessel 
appears  to  have  been  thirty  feet ;  but  we  did 
not  ascertain  the  breadth.  The  whole  of  the 
ribs  are  entire,  and  composed  of  oak,  and  the 
stern  is  quite  round  on  Sir  Robert  Sepping's 
plan.  When  we  came  to  that  part  of  the 
vessel  which  must  have  been  the  deck,  although 
distinguishable  enough,  yet  the  spade  went 
through  as  if  it  had  only  been  clay.  We  may 
say  the  same  of  a  piece  of  birch  wood  about 
two  inches  in  diameter,  which  was  perfectly 
entire  in  the  back,  yet  the  spade  went  through 
it  with  greater  ease  than  it  would  have  done 
through  an  apple.  What  appeared  to  us  most 
singular  was  the  distinct  appearance  that  the 
whole  of  the  space  between  the  ribs  and 
the  outer  and  inner  covering,  of  -which 
we  could  find  no  more  traces  than 
we  did  of  the  deck,  had  been  closely 
filled  up  with  heather,  which  appeared  before 
touching  it  quite  fresh ;  but  immediately  after 
became  a  pulp.  It  is  more  than  probable  that 
this  vessel  has  been  lost  nearly  600  years  ago, 
as  one  of  its  dimensions  could  not  nave  navi- 
gated the  Loch  of  Spynie,  more  particularly 
in  the  tmrt  where  it  has  been  found,  after  the 
12th  or  13th  century." 
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November  6.— The  close  or  self-electing  system 
in  burgh  corporations  had'  now  come  to  an  end, 
and  the  new  Town  Councils  were  elected  this 
week   throughout  the  country.     In   Inverness 
the  Eeform  party  was  successful  in  all  the  three 
wards.       "  The    contest    was   conducted"   with 
great  activity,  but,  we  are  happy  to  add,  in 
peace  and  good  humour.       There  were  a  few 
long  cheers  on  one  side  and  a  few  long  faces 
on  the  other,   and  the  winners  are  to  invite 
their  Provost  (Mr  Mackenzie,  the  banker,  we 
presume)  to  a  public  dinner;   but  all  is  quiet 
and  conciliation."     The  total  number  of  votes 
cast  for  the  Reformers  was  1462  and  for  the 
Conservatives  1053,  giving  a  majority  of  409. 
November  13  and'  20.— The  following  were  the 
first  Provosts  elected  under  the  Reform  Act 
in  the  Northern  Burghs :  —Inverness,  Mr  John 
Mackenzie,  banker;  Nairn,  Mr  Isaac  Ketchen  ; 
Dingwall,  Mr  Hugh  Innes  Cameron,  banker; 
Tain,  Mr  H.  R.  Ross  of  Cromarty ;  Fortrose, 
Dr  George  Tulloch  ;   Forres,  Mr  Charles  Gor- 
don,    wine    merchant ;     Elgin,     Mr    William 
Gauldie,   merchant.     The   Scottish   papers,   it 
is    stated,    were   teeming   at   this    time   with 
accounts  of  the  sayings  and  doings  of  the  new 
Councils.       "Conscious  that  more  is  expected 
from  them  than  from  their  predecessors,  the 
civic   functionaries  appear  to   be   all   up   and 
stirring."     The  first  business  of  the  Glasgow 
Town  Council  was  a  discussion  regarding  the 
propriety  of  discarding  the  cocked   hats  and 
gold  chains  worn  by  the  Magistrates.       The 
cocked  hats  were  discarded  but  the  gold  chains 
were  retained.       The  issue  contains  a  list  of 
charities   in  Inverness.       The  total  under  the 
charge   of   the   Magistrates   and    Council   was 
£38,538  14s  6d,  but  this  included  the  Mackin- 
tosh Farr  Fund:,  amounting  to  £25,218.     The 
annual  produce  of  the  Kirk-Session  funds  was 
£367  per  annum.     This  included  collections  of 
£100  at  the  church  doors.       In  a  subsequent 
issue  it  is  stated  that  this  £100  was  derived 
from  the  ordinary  collections,  and  that  special 
quarterly  collections  for  the  poor  produced  an 
additional  revenue  of  at  least  £200  a  year,  so 
that  the  total  from  church  funds  may  be  placed 
at  £567  a  year. 

November  27. — "Died,  at  Petty,  on  the  15th 
inst.,  the  Rev.  William  Smith,  minister  of  the 
pariah  of  Petty,  and  Presbytery  of  Inverness, 
in  his  87th  year."  A  long  account  of  Mr 
Smith,  who  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of 
great  ability  and  influence,  is  contributed  by 
a  friend.  He  waa  regarded  as  an  authority 
in  Church  Courts,  and  was  at  the  game  time 
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a  powerful  preacher.  "The  great  feature  of 
the  man,  mentally  and  physically,  was 
strength  ;  there  was  nothing  puny  or  frivolous 
about  him." 

December  4. — There  is  a  description  of  Martin- 
mas Market,  which  then  brought  together 
several  thousand  people,  and  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  the  sale  of  many  rural  commodi- 
ties. The  writer  notes  that  "bonnets  which 
even  twenty  years  ago  were  unknown  except- 
ing among  ladies,  are  now  worn  by  young 
women  of  the  humblest  station ;  and  over 
every  head  when  it  rains  it  raised  an  um- 
brella. Indeed,  the  latter  is  considered  by 
the  country  people  an  indispensable  append- 
age, and  the  display  of  umbrellas  on  our 
streets  last  Friday  was  truly  formidable,  and 
would  have  impressed  a  South  Sea  Islander 
with  a  high  idea  of  our  comfort  and  civilisa- 
tion." 

Ibid. — The  beautiful  residence  of  Lady  Saltoun, 
known  as  "the  Cottage,"  on  the  banks  of  the 
River  Ness,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  on 
the  previous  Monday  evening.  The  most 
valuable  moveables,  including  Lady  Saltoun's 
jewels,  and  the  plate,  family  pictures,  and 
books,  were  saved,  but  the  Hon.  Miss  Fraser's 
jewels,  and  the  wardrobes  of  both  ladies,  were 
sacrificed. 

Ibid. — A  public  dinner  was  given  at  Forres  in 
honour  of  the  new  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Town  Council.  Provost  Gordon  was  in  the 
chair,  and  the  toast  of  the  evening  was  pro- 
posed by  Major  dimming  Bruce,  M.P. 

December  18. — A  public  dinner  was  given  in  the 
Northern  Meeting  Rooms  in  celebration  of  the 
accomplishment  of  Burgh  Reform.  The  com- 
pany numbered  315,  and  the  room  was  splen- 
didly lighted  with  gas.  Provost  Mackenzie 
was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Grey,  M.P.  (a  son  of  the  Prime  Mini- 
ster), Mr  Fraser  of  Lovat,  Sir  Francis  Mac- 
kenzie of  Gairloch,  Mackintosh  of  Mackintosh, 
Captain  Fraser  of  Balnain,  Macleod  of  Oad- 
boll,  Mr  Stewart  of  Belladrum,  &c.  Colonel 
Grey  was  at  the  time  residing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, in  command  of  the  71st  Regiment. 
Provost  Mackenzie,  on  behalf  of  the  Town 
Council,  presented  him  with  the  freedom  of 
the  burgh. 

Ibid. — A  Perthshire  paper  takes  notice  of  the 
success  of  a  literary  and  antiquarian  society 
in  the  county  town.  The  "Courier"  having 
extracted1  a  few  sentences,  adds — "We  quote 
this  with  some  degree  of  shame  and  regret, 
not  as  regards  Perth,  but  as  respects  Inver- 
ness. We  have  an  Institution  here  of  a  similar 
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nature,  but  so  little  is  it  encouraged  that  we 
question  whether  it  can  languish  on  another 
year.  It  is  in  contemplation,  we  hear,  to 
apply  (or  the  hall  of  the  Academy,  to  serve  for 
the  Museum,  and  we  hope  this  will  be  ob- 
tained." 

December  25. — The  Inverness  Town  Council, 
being  of  opinion  that  the  services  of  Donald 
Ross,  the  hangman,  might  be  dispensed  with, 
resolved  that  the  appointment  should  cease. 
The  editor  says — "Retrenchment  being  the 
order  of  the  day,  the  Council  conceived  they 
could  dispense  with  the  services  of  the  execu- 
tioner, which  are  seldom  required  here,  and 
have  liitherto  been  paid  for,  like  the  services 
of  other  high  legal  functionaries,  at  rather  an 
extravagant  rate.  Donald  Ross  was  appointed 
executioner  in  1812,  with  a  salary  of  £16  per 
annum.  As  most  public  appointments  of  a 
rare  and  difficult  nature  are  accompanied  with 
fees  and  perquisites,  independent  of  salary, 
Donald  had  various  bites  and  nibbles  at  the 
public  purse.  First  he  was  provided  with  a 
house,  bed,  and  bedding.  Second,  he  was 
allowed  thirty-six  peats  weekly  from  the  tacks- 
man  of  the  Petty  Customs.  Third,  he  had  a 
bushel  of  coals  out  of  every  cargo  of  English 
coals  imported  into  the  town.  Fourth,  he  was 
allowed  a  piece  of  coal,  as  large  as  he  could 
carry,  out  of  every  cargo  of  Scotch  coals. 
Fifth,  he  had'  a  peck  of  oat-meal  out  of  every 
hundred  bolls  landed  at  the  Shore.  Sixth,  he 
had  a  fish  from  every  creel  or  basket  of  fish 
brought  to  the  market.  Seventh,  he  had  a 
penny  for  every  sack  of  oat-meal  sold  at  the 
market.  Eighth,  he  had  a  peck  of  salt  out  of 
every  cargo.  Ninth,  lie  was  allowed  every 
year  a  suit  of  clothes,  two  shirts,  two  pairs  of 
stockings,  a  hat,  and  two  pairs  of  shoes. 
Added  to  these  fixed  and  regular  sources  of  in- 
come, Donald  levied  blackmail  on  the  lieges  in 
the  shape  of  Christmas  boxes,  and  had  besides 
a  slim  of  five  pounds  at  every  execution  at 
which  he  presided.  Now  all  these  items  must 
have  amounted  to  fifty  or  sixty  pounds  per 
annum,  and  as  there  'have  been  just  three 
executions  since  Donald  acceded  to  office,  they 
must  have  cost  the  town  nearly  four  hundred 
pounds  each  execution.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark that  the  last  hangman  here  experienced 
a  very  untimely  end.  He  had  gone  to  Elgin  on 
professional  business,  and  was  attacked  on  his 
return,  about  Forres,  by  a  mob  of  mischievous 
boys  and  lads,  who  maltreated  him  in  so 
shameful  a  manner  that  he  died  on  the  spot. 
The  most  active  of  the  mob  were,  however, 
tried  and  transported." 
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No.  X. 

The  year  1834  was  one  of  great  political 
stress  in  Parliament.  Earl  Grey's  admini- 
stration got  into  difficulties  over  the  Irish 
Church  question  and  the  renewal  of  the  Irish 
Crimes  Act.  Besides  the  reduction  of  the 
Irish  Episcopate,  they  had  to  consider  a 
scheme  for  putting  an  end  to  the  tithe  war, 
and  proposals  for  dealing  with  the  surplus  of 
Irish  Church  funds.  One  section  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  in  favour  of  applying  the  sur- 
plus to  general  philanthropic  purposes ; 
another  desired  to  reserve  it  for  strictly 
ecclesiastical  purposes.  The  adherents  of  the 
latter  view,  namely,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
Mr  Stanley  (afterwards  Earl  of  Derhy),  Sir 
James  Graham,  and  the  Earl  of  Bipon,  re- 
signed. It  was  at  first  thought  that  their 
secession  would  break  up  the  administration, 
but  their  places  were  filled  by  the  Marquis 
of  Conyngham,  who  became  Postmaster- 
General;  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  Privy  Seal; 
Lord  Auckland,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ; 
and  Mr  Spring  Rice,  Colonial  Secretary.  The 
aspect  of  political  affairs,  however,  continued 
to  be  very  unsettled. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  misunder- 
standings arose  in  connection  with  an  Irish 
Coercion  Bill.  Earl  Grey,  wearied  with  the 
difficulties  of  his  position,  resigned  office  as 
Prime  Minister,  and  Lord  Melbourne  was 
called  to  the  head  of  the  Government.  Dur- 
ing the  same  time  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Brougham,  had  been  subjected  to  relentless 
criticism  by  the  London  papers  for  his  rest- 
lessness,  irritability,  and  generally  domin- 
eering conduct. 

When  Parliament  rose,  Brougham  paid  a 
visit  to  Scotland,  where  he  was  entertained 
at  great  houses  and  received  with  unbounded 
enthusiasm  by  the  populace,  who  knew  him 
by  reputation  rather  than  at  fii'st  hand. 
They  were  proud  of  his  ability  and  public 
services,  and  unaware  of  his  peculiari- 
ties or  indifferent  to  them.  At  Inverness, 
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Brougham  delivered  a  speech  which  excited 
a  storm  by  the  remark  that  the  Government 
had  done  "  too  much  rather  than  too  little." 
Seeing  that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  the 
Chancellor  endeavoured  at  other  meetings  to 
retrieve  himself  by  going  on  an  opposite 
tack.  "Using  Radical  language  at  one 
place,  employing  Conservative  arguments  at 
another,  he  amazed  and  alarmed  the  friends 
who  were  not  merely  amused  at  his  eccen- 
tricity." Suddenly,  in  November,  King 
William  dismissed  his  Whig  Ministers,  and 
asked  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  form  an 
administration.  Wellington  sent  for  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  who  was  at  Rome,  and  Peel,  on 
his  return,  advised  a  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  country,  however,  resented  the 
action  of  the  Sovereign,  and  failed  to  return 
a  Conservative  majority. 

From  the  "Inverness  Courier." 
1834. 

January  1. — A  dinner  in  the  Macdonell  Arms  at 
Invergurry  was  held  to  celebrate  the  marriage 
of  young  Glengarry  to  Miss  Bennet,  niece  of 
the  late  Bishop  of  Qoyne.  Mr  Grant  of 
Glenmoriston  presided. 

January  1  and  8. — An  atrocious  murder  was  per- 
petrated near  Elgin  on  Saturday,  28th  Decem- 
ber. An  industrious  man  named  Ritchie,  re- 
siding at  Lhanbryde,  was  killed  by  a  blow  from 
a  bludgeon  as  he  was  on  his  way  home  from 
the  town.  The  motive  was  evidently  robbery. 
His  murderer  turned  out  to  be  a  deserter 
named  Noble,  who  after  the  crime  re-enlisted 
under  another  name,  and  was  apprehended  at 
Fort-George. 

January  8. — The  question  of  admitting  reporters 
and  the  public  to  the  meetings  of  the  new 
Town  Councils  was  discussed  in  many  places. 
Some  Councils  opened  their  doors,  some  did 
not.  "When  the  present  Town  Council  of 
Inverness  came  into  office,"  says  the  editor, 
"the  question  of  open  meetings  was  canvassed. 
We  confess  we  thought  the  Council  might 
safely  open  their  doors,  for  very  few  would 
have  time  or  inclination  to  attend ;  but  it  was 
deemed  best,  for  some  time  at  least,  till  the 
members  were  familiarised  with  municipal 
business  and  details,  to  exclude  even  reporters 
for  the  local  papers.  It  was  agreed,  however, 
to  let  the  Council  books  be  open  for  inspection 
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at  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  aud  we  accordingly 
transfer  the  minutes  of  the  respective  meetings 
to  our  columns.  Perhaps  this  is  as  much  as 
the  public  will  tolerate.  If  we  were  disposed 
and  enabled  to  give  the  conversation  that 
passes  around  the  Council  table,  we  are  con- 
fident that  it  would  be  read  by  none  but  the 
members  themselves."  These  were  the  muni- 
cipal and  editorial  views  of  1834. 

January  15. — An  Inverness  vessel,  the  "Oak," 
went  to  Portmahomack  to  load  grain,  and 
when  lying  in  the  bay  during  rough  weather, 
lost  one  of  her  boats,  and  was  afterwards 
driven  ashore.  Five  lives  were  lost. 

January  22. — "In  looking  over  some  old  business 
letters  lately  we  were  surprised,  under  so  late 
•A  date  as  1805,  to  find  a  gentleman  in  Ross- 
shire  write  in  the  following  strain: — 'I  expect 
to  be  in  Inverness  on  my  way  South  on  Mon- 
day, and  should  be  glad  if  you  could  fall  in 
with  travelling  companions  for  me,  either  to 
go  in  a  chaise  or  on  horseback,  as  it  is  dull 
travelling  alone."  We  have  now  four  coaches 
running  South — the  Mail,  the  Defiance,  and 
the  Star,  dailv,  and  the  Caledonian  coach  by 
the  Highland  Road,  thrice  every  week  in  sum- 
mer and  twice  in  winter." 

January  29. — "The  fine  lordship  of  Lochaber, 
which  from  the  associations  of  song  and  music 
seems  part  of  the  classic  ground  of  Scotland, 
has,  we  understand,  been  disposed  of  in  the 
following  manner: — The  first  portion  that 
was  sold  (wliich  is  the  second  in  point  of  value) 
was  purcliased  by  Mr  Walker  of  Crawford- 
town,  Dumfries-shire ;  the  next  lot  was  dis- 
posed of  to  Lochiel  and  Sir  Duncan  Cameron 
of  Fassfern ;  and  the  largest  and  best  lot  was 
sold  last  week  to  Lord  Aboyne."  A  para- 
graph in  another  issue  says  that  the  town  of 
Fort-William  was  part  of  the  lot  that  fell  to 
Sir  Duncan  Cameron. 

Ibid. — Died,  at  Geanies  House,  Ross-shire,  on 
the  21st  cuit.,  Donald  Macleod,  Esq.  of 
Geanies,  late  Sheriff  of  Ross  and  Cromarty,  in 
the  89th  year  of  his  age.  A  paragraph  says — 
"This  respected  gentleman  held  the  office  of 
Sheriff-Depute  of  the  counties  of  Ross  and 
Oromarty  during  a  period  of  59  years ;  that 
of  Convener  of  Ross-shire  during  40  years,  and 
that  of  Vice-Lieutenant  of  the  same  county 
while  Lord  Seaforth  was  Lord-Lieutenant. 
His  energetic  activity  and  sound  judgment 
were  remarkably  conspicuous  at  those  periods 
wlien  the  public  safety  required  the  measures 
of  the  Government  to  be  promptly  and  strictly 
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executed;  and  the  Militia,  Volunteers,  and 
local  Militia  forces  were  successively  embodied 
under  his  i|mmediate  superintendence.  He 
himself  commanded;  a  body  of  a  thousand  men, 
distinguished  by  their  fine  appearance  and 
discipline.'" 

Ibid. — The  idea  of  having  a  University  estab- 
lished at  Inverness,  with  the  possible  aid  of 
the  Mackintosh,  Bell,  and  other  endowments, 
was  at  this  time  broached  by  the  Town 
Council.  Now  and  again  the  same  idea  has 
since  been  revived,  but  has  never  come  to  any- 
thing. 

Ibid. — The  Rev.  Wm.  Mackenzie  of  Tongue,  in 
Sutherland,  died  on  the  5th  inst.,  at  the  age 
of  96,  and  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  \\\a 
ministry.  He  was  a  native  of  Kilmuir,  in 
Ross-shire,  and  was  settled  in  Tongue  in  1769. 
A  co-Presbyter  contributes  an  account  of  his 
character  and  labours.  Mr  Mackenzie  was  an 
earnest  and  zealous  preacher,  and  had  laboured 
with  great  success  in  Tongue.  During  the 
last  seven  or  eight  years  of  his  life  he  was 
totally  blind,  but  he  would  not  give  up  preach- 
ing. Even  within  four  weeks  of  his  death  he 
preached  sitting  in  his  arm-chair  in  his  dining- 
room. 

February  5. — A  native  of  Skye,  Mr  Donald  Mac- 
diarmid,  who  died  in  South  Carolina,  sent 
during  his  lifetime  £1000  to  be  devoted  to 
education  in  Portree,  and  bequeathed  a  second 
sum  of  £1000  for  the  same  purpose. 

February  5  and  12. — There  are  notices  in  these 
two  issues  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Fraser,  senior 
minister  of  Inverness,  who  died  on  the  3rd 
inst.  He  was  a  native  of  the  parish  of  Kirk- 
hill,  and  in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  Mr  Fraser 
was  appointed  to  the  third  charge  of  Inverness 
in  1801  and  to  the  first  in  1821.  "During  all 
this  period  he  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  unremitting  diligence,  not  only 
preaching  regularly  in  his  turn,  but  catechis- 
ing his  people,  visiting  the  sick,  superintend- 
ing the  schools,  assisting  in  the  management 
of  the  other  public  institutions,  and  attending 
particularly  to  the  poor,  whom  he  had  the 
greater  access  to  know  from  his  having  acted 
many  years  as  Kirk- Treasurer.  The  leading 
features  of  his  mind  were  a  just  and  practical 
judgment,  uncompromising  integrity,  and  a 
delicate  sense  of  justice." 

February  12. — "Died,  at  Dochnalurg,  near  the 
banks  of  Loch-Ness,  on  Sunday  last,  Mr  Alex- 
ander Fraser,  tacksman  of  that  place,  and  of 
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various  salmon  fishings  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Mr  Fraser  was  author  of  a  treatise  on  the 
natural  history  of  the  salmon,  published  lately, 
which  contains  a  great  deal  of  curious  and 
valuable  matter,  gleaned  from  the  observation 
of  a  long  course  of  years."  The  deceased,  it 
is  stated,  acquired  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him  by  his  active  exertions  and  his  honest,  up- 
right, character.  "Many  a  person  whom  busi- 
ness or  pleasure  led  to  visit  the  beautiful 
scenery  amidst  which  Mr  Fraser's  lot  was  cast, 
will  sigh  to  think  that  their  intelligent  and 
kind  entertainer  is  at  length  summoned  to  his 
final  rest.  Mr  Fraser  was  in  his  71st  year." 
This  gentleman  was  the  father  of  the  late  Dr 
Fraser-Mackintosh,  M.P. 

Ibid. — A  paragraph  ig  quoted  from  an  Elgin 
paper  under  the  heading  "unexampled  economy 
worthy  of  imitation."  The  two  senior  bailies 
of  the  burgh  went  on  behalf  of  the  town  to 
Lossiemouth  to  meet  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  stake  off  the  ground  for  a  proposed  new 
harbour.  The  worthy  Magistrates  walked  the 
whole  distance,  five  miles  out  and  five  miles 
home,  a.ud  only  spent  one  shilling  1  This  ex- 
penditure consisted  of  sixpence  for  wliisky  and 
the  other  sixpence  to  the  waiter. 

March  5. — On  the  motion  of  Mr  Sinclair,  M.P. 
for  Caithness,  the  House  of  Commons  ap- 
pointed a  Select  Committee  to  consider  the 
past  and  present  state  of  the  law  of  Church 
patronage  in  Scotland. 

March  19. — "The  subject  of  Church  patronage 
is  at  present  exciting  much  interest  in  Scot- 
land. So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  this  Northern 
part  of  the  Kingdom,  a  general  wish  appears 
to  be  entertained  for  some  modification  of  the 
present  system,  without,  however,  rushing  to 
the  opposite  extreme  of  popular  election." 
The  Ministers  of  the  Crown  were  supposed  to 
be  in  favour  of  a  veto  on  the  rights  of  patrons. 
The  Inverness  Town  Council  adopted  a  series 
of  resolutions  suggesting  that  presentations 
should  be  made  by  delegates  representing  the 
heritors,  the  Kirk-Session,  and  male  heads  of 
families. 

Ibid. — "The  street  lamps  of  this  town  [Inver- 
ness] being  superseded  by  gas,  were,  of  course, 
thrown  aside.  But  keep  a  thing,  says  the  pro- 
verb, seven  years,  and  it  will  come  of  use.  The 
good  folks  of  Nairn  have  purchased  part  of  the 
disused  illuminants,  and  thirty  more  have  been 
sent  to  enlighten  the  inhabitants  of  Tain." 
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March  26. — "The  expense  of  executing  criminals 
condemned  to  death  at  the  Circuit  Court  has 
hitherto  been  a  burden  on  this  burgh."  This 
is  the  text  of  a  letter  from  the  Provost  of  In- 
verness to  the  Lord  Advocate.  The  Provost 
urges  that  the  expense  should  be  borne  by  the 
Exchequer  or  by  the  county  where  the  crime 
was  committed. 

Ibid. — A  committee  of  the  farming  societies  of 
Easter  and  Wester  Ross  resolved  to  hold  a 
joint  show  at  Invergordon. 

April  2. — "Died,  at  Dumfries,  on  Wednesday, 
the  26th  ult.,  Mrs  Robert  Burns,  widow  of 
our  great  national  poet.  Her  health  was  con- 
siderably injured  by  a  serious  illness  about 
twelve  montlis  ago,  from  which,  however,  she 
gradually  recovered.  On  Saturday  last  she 
had  a  paralytic  attack  which  deprived  her  of 
speech  and  hearing ;  but  she  remained  per- 
fectly sensible,  and  knew  the  relations  and 
friends  who  zealously  ministered  to  her  com- 
fort." Mrs  Burns  had  survived  her  husband 
thirty-eight  years. 

April  9. — There  is  an  article  on  steam  navi- 
gation in  the  North,  explaining  a  scheme  to 
establish  a  vessel  to  ply  between  the  Moray 
Firth  and  London.  There  is  also  a  suggestion 
for  steam  communication  between  Inverness 
and  Liverpool,  to  connect  with  the  coach  at 
the  latter  port.  By  this  route,  it  is  stated, 
the  mails  could  be  carried  in  57  hours.  "Now 
the  mail  which  leaves  London  :it  8  o'clock 
p.m.  on  Monday  does  not  reach  Inverness  until 
9  o'clock  p.m.  on  Thursday,  or  in  73  hours, 
sixteen  more  than  might  be  occupied  if  the 
giant  steam  were  brought  into  the  field." 

April  16. — "The  workmen  on  the  Inverness 
Castlehill  have,  at  the  distance  of  about  ten 
feet  below  the  surface,  come  upon  part  of  the 
ancient  foundations  of  the  Castle.  Another 
skull  has  been  dug  up." 

April  23. — At  the  Synod  of  Moray  a  motion  was 
carried,  by  28  votes  to  9,  that  the  presentation 
of  Mr  Grant  to  the  parish  of  Petty  should  be 
sustained.  The  case  had  created  a  good  deal 
of  local  excitement. 

April  30. — The  following  were  the  wages  at  the 
half-yearly  feeing  market: — Able,  experienced 
ploughmen,  from  £3  10s  to  £4  10s;  half- 
grown  men  for  working  odd  horses,  50s  to  £3  ; 
nerd  boys  from  26s  to  30s ;  women  for  dairy 
and  out-work  from  25s  to  30s. 

May  7. — "Friday  last  was  a  grand  gala  day  in 
Inverness.  Two  public  edifices  have  been  con- 
templated here  for  some  time — the  County 
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Buildings,     including     Court-House,     Sheriff- 
Clerk's  office,   and   depository  for  county  re- 
cords ;    and  the  United  Charities  School,   in- 
tended to  accommodate  the  Infant  School  and 
the  Ladies'  Work  Society.       When  the  plan 
was  fully  matured,  designs  obtained  and  con- 
tracts  completed,    it  -was  resolved  to  gratify 
the    lieges    with    a    Masonic    procession    on 
occasion  of  laying  the  foundation-stone  of  the 
two   structures.     ...lie  brethren   in   the   North 
entered   into   the   scheme  with   the   zeal   and 
cordiality    which    distinguish    the    fraternity, 
and    the    Provincial    Grand    Master,    William 
Brodie,   Esq.   of  Brodie,   willingly  took  upon 
himself  the  honourable  duty  of  officiating  at 
the    imposing    ceremony."       The    procession 
started  from  the  Academy  Park,  and  included 
the   Provost   and    Magistrates,    the   Academy 
teachers  and  scholars  (the  latter  carrying  white 
wands),    the    friends    of    the    Infant    School 
charity,   the   county   gentlemen,   officials   con- 
nected with  the  buildings,  the  Sheriff,  Sheriff- 
Substitute,     and    Procurator-Fiscal,     and    the 
brethren  of  Masonic  lodges.     Brodie,  as  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Master,  first  laid  the  foundation- 
stone  of  the  County  Buildings  on  the  Castle 
Hill,  and  then,  the  procession  having  been  re- 
formed,    laid     the    foundation-stone    of    the 
United  Charities  School,  on  the  eminence  near 
the  reservoir  (opposite  Viewhill).       The  cere- 
monies concluded  with  a  dinner  in  the  CaJe- 
donian  Hotel,  Sheriff  Tytler  in  the  chair. 
Ibid. — "The  Northern  Institution  was  established 
at   Inverness   in   1825,    for  the  promotion   of 
science   and   literature    in   general,    and   more 
particularly  with  the  view  of  investigating  the 
antiquities  and  civil  and  natural  history  of  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland.    A  museum 
was  collected,  and  has  been  enriched  by  many 
valuable   contributions   from   all   parts   of  the 
world,   in   natural   history   as   well   as   scarce 
books' and  manuscripts.     The  funds  of  the  in- 
stitution  have,   however,    been    declining   for 
some  years,  and  nearly  all  interest  in  it  has 
been  extinguished.     The  members  have  accord- 
ingly resolved  to  break  it  up,  and:  to  transfer 
the  Museum  to  the  Academy  here,  the  direc- 
tors   of     the    latter    agreeing    to    pay     the 
debts  and  engagements  of  the  Institution,  not 
exceeding   £80.     The   coins  alone,   if   sold   as 
bullion,  are  worth  this  sum."     The  fragments 
of  the  Museum  ultimately  came  into  the  hands 
of  the  Town  Council,  and  are  now  (1904)  in 
the  Free  Library  Buildings,  arranged  by  the 
Council  of  the  Inverness  Field  Club.  Many  of  the 


1834]  File  of  Inverness  Courier.  147 

original  gifts,  however,  had  either  been  re- 
claimed or  mislaid.  New  gifts  and  new  cases 
were  added  by  the  Field  Club. 

Ibid.— The  trial  of  William  Noble  for  the 
murder  of  William  Ritchie  took  place  at  the 
Circuit  Court  at  Inverness.  He  was  convicted, 
and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  at  Elgin.  After 
his  conviction  Noble  confessed  that  he  had 
committed  the  crime. 

Ibid. — The  Ross-shire  County  Meeting  was  held' 
on  the  30th  of  April  at  Diugwall.  Formerly 
it  had  been  held  at  Tain.  The  Sheriff  stated 
that  he  had  called  the  meeting  at  Dingwall  for 
the  convenience  of  gentlemen  of  the  western 
district.  There  was  no  Act  fixing  a  head 
burgh.  Tain  protested. 

Ibid. — A  movement  was  on  foot  for  bringing 
mails  by  the  Highland  Road.  The  mail 
coaches,  however,  were  exempt  from  tolls, 
while  the  county  of  Inverness  derived  £300  a 
year  from  the  tolls  paid  by  the  Caledonian 
coach.  There  was  difficulty  in  proposing  to 
bring  the  mail  coach  toll  free,  and  the  county 
meeting  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the 
subject. 

May  14.— At  the  close  of  the  Circuit  Court  the 
previous  week,  the  Lord  Justice-Clerk  recom- 
mended that  the  Northern  Counties  should 
unite  in  erecting  a  large  district  Jail.  The 
county  of  Inverness,  at  a  meeting  on  the  13th 
inst.,  instructed  the  Sheriff  and  Convener  to 
correspond  on  the  subject  with  the  members 
of  .Parliament  and  the  Sheriffs  and  Conveners 
of  other  counties  in  the  district. 

May  28. — A  party  of  scientific  gentlemen  paid  a 
visit  to  the  county  of  Sutherland  to  investi- 
gate its  natural  history.  They  took  with  them 
a  light  boat,  supported  on  springs  and  fitted 
to  a  carriage,  to  enable  them  to  examine  lakes 
which  would  be  otherwise  inaccessible.  Th» 
party  consisted  of  Mr  Selby  of  Twizell,  Sir 
William  Jardine,  Dr  Greville,  and  Mr  James 
Wilson. 

June  4. — The  announcement  is  made  of  the  seces- 
sion of  four  members  of  the  Government  on 
account  of  a  proposal  for  the  appropriation  of 
Irish  Church  property. 

Ibid.— The  Veto  Act  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  In  the 
division  184  voted  for  the  motion  as  against 
138  for  an  amendment  giving  the  people  a 
qualified  right  of  objection.  At  the  seme 
Assembly,  the  Presbytery  of  Inverness  was  in- 
structed to  proceed  with  the  settlement  of  Mr 
Grant  in  the  parish  of  Petty. 
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Ibid. — William  Noble  was  executed  at  Elgin  on 
the  31st  of  May  for  murder  He  was  only 
twenty  years  of  age.  It  is  stated  that  there 
had  not  been  an  execution  in  Elgin  for  up- 
wards of  seventy  years.  The  hangman  was 
procured  from  Dundee  at  the  charge  of  £12, 
exclusive  of  travelling  expenses.  The  same 
functionary  officiated  at  Aberdeen.  "This  plan," 
says  a  paragraph,  "of  engaging  executioners 
only  when  required,  and  not  for  life,  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  use  and  wont,  will  soon 
become  general.  It  will  be  a  great  saving  to 
the  burghs,  and  two  or  three  hangmen  will  do 
for  all  Scotland." 

June  11. — The  publication  of  a  complete  Guide 
to  the  Highlands  and  Islands,  by  Messrs 
George  and  Peter  Anderson,  is  announced  in 
this  issue  as  about  to  take  place.  This  was 
the  first  edition  <if  the  work,  and  is  still  prized 
by  every  one  who  happens  to  possess  a  copy. 
The  Guide  furnished  Hugh  Miller  with  the 
key  to  his  geological  observations.  The  book 
was  written  by  men  of  exceptional  culture  and 
knowledge  of  the  Highlands,  and  is  packed 
with  valuable  information. 

Ibid. — The  Inverness  Town  Council,  on  th« 
motion  of  the  Provost,  agreed  to  admit  the 
public  to  their  sittings.  At  the  next  meeting 
the  public  consisted  of  one  citizen  and  two  re- 
porters. 

June  18. — The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Grant,  Judge- 
Advocate,  brother  of  Lord  Glenelg,  was  ap- 
pointed Governor  of  Bombay.  The  salary  was 
£12,000  per  annum. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  report  from  a  committee  of 
Town  Council  on  tlie  Wooden  Bridge  (it  i» 
called  "the  New  Bridge")  and  the  administra- 
tion of  the  account  by  the  town.  It  appears 
that  in  1804  Messrs  Lockhart  Kinloch  and 
Peter  Anderson  took  a  lease  of  the  lands  of 
Merkinch  from  the  proprietor,  Mr  Fraser  of 
Torbreck,  for  300  years.  They  granted  feu 
tacks  and  building  leases,  and  made  pro-, 
posals  to  the  Magistrates  of  Inverness  to  have 
the  lands  brought  within  the  extended 
Royalty,  and  to  have  a  bridge  built.  Ulti- 
mately the  tenants  of  Merkinch  agreed  to  build 
the  Wooden  Bridge  at  their  own  expense,  with 
the  aid  of  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  to  hand 
it  over  to  the  Provost  and  Magistrates,  who 
obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  original  cost  of  the  bridge  is  said 
to  have  been  above  £2000,  and  during  the 
next  twenty-five  years  the  town  expended  ii> 
repairs  no  less  than  £2580,  independent  o* 
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interest.  A  toll  was  levied,  the  average  pro- 
duce of  which  was  £58  a  year. 

Ibid. — A  Crown  presentation  was  issued  trans, 
ferring  the  Rev.  Alexander  Clark  from  th» 
third  to  the  first  ministerial  charge  of  the 
Church  and  parish  of  Inverness,  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Fraser. 

June  25. — There  is  an  account  of  rejoicings  in 
Lochaber  to  welcome  Lochiel  and  his  wife, 
Lady  Vere  Cameron,  sister  of  the  Earl  of 
Buckinghamshire,  who  was  introduced  to  the 
Clan  for  the  first  time.  A  large  gathering  of 
clansmen  took  place,  each  wearing  a  sprig  of 
oak  in  his  bonnet.  The  Macdonalds  of  Kep- 
poch  oame  down  from  Glen-Spean  wearing  the 
heather  and  oak  entwined  as  emblematic  of 
the  good  understanding  which  had1  existed  be- 
tween the  two  clans. 

July  2. — Disease  had  appeared  in  the  potato  crop, 
but  it  was  not  general,  and  excited  curiosity 
rather  than  anxiety. 

July  9. — A  memorial  was  forwarded  to  the 
Treasury  by  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council 
of  Inverness  in  favour  of  the  transmission  of 
the  South  mail  direct  from  Perth  to  Inverness 
by  the  Highland  Road.  "We  have  fre- 
quently," says  the  editor,  "taken  occasion  to 
advert  to  the  advantages  such  a  change  would 
confer  on  the  whole  of  the  Northern  Counties. 
The  arrangement  uuder  which  the  mail  is  con- 
veyed from  Edinburgh  to  this  place  has  for 
many  years  been  the  subject  of  complaint  ami 
remonstrance.  The  only  coach  by  which  it 
is  carried  traverses  the  road  along  the  eastern 
const,  and  by  this  route  Perth  is  more  than 
200  miles  distant  from  Inverness,  wliile  by  the 
great  Highland  road  the  distance  is  only  115 
miles.  A  stage  coach  has  been  run  for  several 
years  on  the  Highland  road ;  it  is  kept  in  the 
h.ghest  state  of  repair,  and  has  recently  under- 
gone some  extensive  improvements.  It  has 
also  been  found  by  experience  that  it  is  less 
liable  to  be  obstructed  in  winter  by  snow  than 
the  present  mail  road." 

Ibid. — Mr  Goodacre,  a  lecturer  on  astronomy, 
suggested  the  erection  of  an  observatoiy  ou  the 
site  of  the  United  Charities  School,  then  in 
progress  of  erection.  He  offered  the  proceeds 
of  the  lecture  as  a  donation  to  the  proposed 
scheme.  In  the  next  issue  an  appeal  wa*  made 
for  subscriptions  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Fyvie  and 
Mr  George  Anderson. 

July  16. — Resignation  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
Earl  Grey,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Lord  Althorp,  on  account  of  differ- 
ences in  the  CUbinet  relating  to  the  Irish  ques- 
tion. 
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Ibid. — The  Inverness  Sheep  and  Wool  Market 
was  held  the  previous  week.  On  wool  there 
was  a  rise  of  almost  3s  per  stone;  a  consider- 
able advance  on  ewes  and  lambs,  and  a  slight 
advance  on  wedders.  Cheviot  wedders  fetched 
from  22s  to  31s ;  ewes  from  13s  6d  to  21s ; 
lambs  from  9s  6d  to  11s  6d.  Blackfaced  wed- 
ders fetched  from  16s  to  22s ;  ewes  from  10s 
to  13s ;  lambs  from  6s  to  8s  6d.  Cheviot 
washed  wool  fetched  from  21s  to  24s  6d ;  un- 
waslied  from  18s  to  21s  ;  cross  from  16s  to  20s  ; 
coarse  laid  from  lls  to  12s ;  oinlaid  from  13s 
to  14s.  The  market  was  stiff. 

July  23. — Lord  Melbourne  succeeded  Earl  Grey 
as  Premier.  "Lord  Melbourne  is  an  amiable, 
accomplished  nobleman,  but  we  suspect  he 
wants  weight  to  rule  and  consolidate  the 
Cabinet.  He  has  long  been  at  the  head  of  the 
fashionable  world ;  but  we  have  yet  to  learn 
that  his  lordship  can,  like  Charles  James  Fox, 
unite  the  opposite  characters  of  leader  of  the 
haul  ton  and  first  Minister  of  England."  Lord 
Althorp  remained  in  office  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer. 

August  6. — A  suspension  bridge  was  thrown 
across  the  river  on  the  east  side  of  the  Islands 
in  1828,  but  the  funds  were  inadequate  to  pro- 
vide one  on  the  western  side.  "Additional 
subscriptions,"  we  are  now  informed,  "have 
since  been  obtained,  and  a  contract  has  been 
entered  into  for  the  erection  of  a  suspension 
bridge  on  the  western  bank,  which  will  con- 
nect the  beautiful  walks  on  both  sides,  and 
form  a  fine  ornament  to  the  town." 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
Clan  Chisholm  had  emigrated  some  years  be- 
fore to  America,  and  that  "the  major  part  of 
the  small  remainder"  were  now  settled  on  the 
estate  of  I/ovat.  "These  good  people,  says  a 
correspondent,  hearing  that  Mrs  Gooden,  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Alex.  Chisholm  of 
Chisholm,  who  died  in  1793,  was  making  a 
tour  in  these  parts,  assembled  on  Friday,  18th 
•ult.,  at  the  bridge  of  Stray,  to  pay  their  re- 
spects to  her  in  passing,  and  after  drinking 
her  health  with  three  heartfelt  cheers, 
separated  for  their  respective  homes.  It  was 
a  meeting  of  the  deepest  interest  on  both 
sides." 

Ibid. — This  issue  records  the  death  of  a  respected 
townsman,  who  had  held  the  office  of  Con- 
vener of  the  Incorporated  Trades  for  seventeen 
years,  and  was  accordingly  known  as  Con- 
vener Alexander  Williamson.  He  had  carried 
on  for  upwards  of  forty  years  a  successful 
business  as  cabinet-maker  and  upholsterer, 
and  died  in  the  62nd  year  of  big  age.  The 
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funeral  was  on  an  impressive  scale.  "Each 
Incorporation  went  in  the  following  order. 
Officer — Apprentices,  four  and  four — Journey- 
men, four  and  four — present  and  late  Box- 
masters.  Afterwards  the  five  Deacons,  the 
old  and  new  Conveners,  and  the  General  Box- 
master.  The  Magistrates,  preceded  by  the 
town's  officers,  next  walked  in  procession,  and 
a  large  concourse  of  persons  resident  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  followed  the  body 
and  the  family  mourners." 

August  13.— A  successful  show  of  stock  for  the 
counties  of  Ross  and  Cromarty  was  held  at 
Invergordon.  At  the  dinner,  however,  there 
was  talk  of  agricultural  distress.  It  was  said 
that  this  distress  "was  seen  and  felt  in  every 
rural  district  throughout  the  kingdom." 

August  20. — The  publication  is  announced  of  the 
Guide  to  the  Highlands  by  Messrs  George  and 
Peter  Anderson.  "It  is  a  complete  work," 
says  the  editor  in  a  preliminary  notice,  "full  of 
information  on  Jill  points  interesting  to  the 
tourist,  and,  independently  of  its  possessing 
the  usefulness  of  an  itinerary  and  guide  book, 
it  may  be  considered  as  affording  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  temple  of  science,  by  its  copious 
appendices  on  the  geology,  botany,  natural 
history,  and  antiquities  of  the  Highlands."  A 
fuller  notice  appears  in  the  following  issue. 

Ibid. — The  number  of  visitors  at  Strathpeffer  is 
so  great  that  "half-a-guinea  and  even  a  guinea 
per  week  have  bt-en  given  for  a  bed  in  small 
dark  rooms  with  earthern  floors." 

August  27. — It  is  recorded  that  the  Duchess 
Countess  of  Sutherland,  then  in  her  70th  year, 
bad  just  completed'  a  tour  of  her  great  High- 
land property.  "It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
her  Grace  travelled  over  the  whole  of  this  tour 
in  her  carriage,  whereas  a  few  years  since  the 
county  was  only  accessible  by  boat,  on  foot, 
or  on  ponies,  attended  by  guides  to  point  out 
the  way  and  render  assistance  through  bogs 
and  morasses." 

September  3. — Lord  Brougham  passed  through 
Inverness  on  this  date  on  his  wav  to  visit  tie 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Sutherland  "at  Dunrobin. 
The  two  previous  days  he  spent  at  Invereshie, 
the  shooting  quarters  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Edward  Ellioe,  and  at  the  Doune  of  Rothie- 
murchus,  the  summer  residence  of  the  Duchess 
of  Bedford.  The  Lord  Chancellor's  Northern 
tour  excited  intense  interest.  His  carriage 
arrived  at  Millburn,  Inverness,  at  half-past 
four  o'clock  "this  day,"  Wednesday,  Septem- 
ber 3.  He  was  met  by  the  Provost  and  Magi- 
strates, the  Trades  Incorporations,  with  ban- 
ners displayed,  and  a  large  number  of  the  in- 
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habitants.  The  procession  accompanied  him 
to  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  and  shortly  after- 
wards his  lordship  entered  the  Northern  Meet- 
ing Rooms,  to  receive  an  address  and  the  free- 
dom of  the  burgh.  The  presentation  was  made 
by  Provost  John  Mackenzie,  and  Lord 
Brougham  replied  in  what  is  described  as  "a 
short  but  eloquent  and  emphatic  address." 
He  began  by  saying  that  the  distinction  which 
the  burgh  had  conferred  upon  him  was  due 
in  the  first  place  to  the  fact  that  he  had  the 
honour  of  serving  a  monarch  who  lived  in  the 
hearts  of  his  (subjects.  "He  had  enjoyed  the 
honour  of  serving  that  Prince  for  nearly  four 
years,  and  during  that  time  he  had  experi- 
enced from  his  Majesty  only  one  series  of 
gracious  condescension,  confidence,  and  favour. 
To  find  tliat  he  lived  in  the  hearts  of  his  loyal 
subjects  in  the  ancient  and  important  capital 
of  the  Highlands,  as  it  had  afforded  him 
(Lord  Brougham)  only  pure  and  immixed  satis- 
faction, would,  he  was  confident,  be  so  re- 
ceived by  his  Majesty,  when  he  told  him,  as 
he  would  do  by  that  night's  post,  of  the  grati- 
fying circumstance."  His  lordship  went  on  to 
say  that  if  he  had  any  personal  claim  to  the 
honour  which  the  burgh  had  conferred  upon 
him,  it  arose  from  the  part  he  had  taken  in 
such  public  questions  as  negro  emancipation, 
reform  in  Parliament  and  the  municipalities, 
and  in  the  education  of  the  people.  "To  those 
questions,"  he  continued,  "I  have  been  a 
zealous  friend,  and  I  will1  continue  the  same  as 
long  as  life  is  preserved  to  me.  In  doing  so  I 
meet  with  nothing  but  support,  kindness,  and 
assistance  from  the  worthy  and  powerful  part 
of  the  community ;  from  others  I  meet  with 
nothing  but  revilings,  misrepresentation,  and 
calumny.  I  cannot  say  that  these  have  any 
effect  upon  me,  for  in  truth  I  regard  them  with 
perfect  indifference.  The  people  now  think 
for  themselves,  and  will  not  take  opinions 
from  others,  be  they  priests,  peers,  or  printers 
— at  the  same  time  reverencing  their  priests, 
honouring  their  peers,  and  taking  every  op- 
portunity— ano"  God  knows  they  cannot  go  to 
a  better  source — of  deriving  information  from 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  fullest  and 
most  unrestrained  discussion."  The  speaker 
then  went  on  to  state  what  work  had  been 
accomplished  during  the  past  session.  Inci- 
dentally he  said  that  his  own  opinion  was  that 
the  Government  had  "done  too  much  rather 
than  too  little."  He  was  criticised  for  this 
saying,  and  subsequent  speeches  had  a  more 
radical  complexion. 
September  10. — On  the  4th  inst.  Lord  Brougham 
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was  honoured  in  the  same  way  at  Dingwall. 
He  started  early  from  Inverness  in  order  to 
reach  Dunrobin  iu  the  evening,  and  the  cere- 
mony at  Diugwall  took  place  shortly  after  ten 
o'clock  a.m.  His  stay  at  Dunrobiii  extended 
ouly  from  Thursday  to  Monday.  On  the  fore- 
noon of  the  latter  day  he  received  deputa- 
tions from  Wick,  Doruoch,  Tain,  and  Cromarty, 
who  presented  him  with  the  freedom  of  their 
respective  burghs.  On  his  way  south  ho 
stayed  a  night  at  Beaufort  Castle.  Continu- 
ing his  journey,  he  was  honoured  with  civic 
presentations  at  Nairn,  Forres,  Elgin.,  and 
Aberdeen.  The  editor  of  the  "Courier,"  in  a 
pen-and-ink  sketch,  commends  Lord  Brougham's 
speech  at  Inverness  and  the  manner  of  its  de- 
livery. He  says,  however,  that  "the  Chancel- 
lor's profession  of  independence,  and  of  disre- 
gard for  the  opinions  of  both  Tory  and 
Kadical,  stiuck  us  as  being  overcharged  and 
out  of  place." 

Ibid. — "The  Lord  Chancellor,  while  in  Inverness 
last  week,  supplied  himself  largely  with  the 
Highland  tartan,  having  purchased  a  great 
variety  of  the  different  clan  patterns,  in  velvet 
and  worsted,  for  waistcoats,  trousers,  and 
ladies'  dresses.  The  draper  (Mr  Mucdongall) 
who  furnished  the  goods  was  delighted  to  find 
that  his  lordship  knew  the  various  patterns 
of  the  clans,  and  the  tailor  was  no  less  proud 
at  having  spanned  the  waist  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor." 

Ibid. — The  same  issue  contains  a  short  memoir 
of  Thoniiis  Telford,  the  engineer  of  the  Cale- 
donian Canal  and  other  great  works,  who  had 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  He 
was  a  native  of  Langliolm,  in  Dumfries-shire, 
and  rose  from  being  a  stone  mason  to  the  top  of 
his  profession  as  a  civil  engineer.  The  "Courier'' 
mentions  that  in  his  youth  he  was  only 
distinguished  for  his  proficiency  in  cutting  the 
letters  on  tombstones.  "He  was  sedulous, 
however,  in  availing  himself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity of  improving  his  mind,  and  the  life  of 
a  stone-mason  is  so  far  favourable  to  this,  that 
it  affords  many  vacant  hours,  especially  in 
winter.  By  the  light  of  his  evening  fire, 
Thomas  Telford  mastered  many  a  volume,  and 
he  also  became  distinguished  over  the  country- 
side for  his  powers  as  a  rhymester."  Though 
he  gave  up  versifying,  he  did  not  lose  interest 
in  poetry.  He  was  one  of  a  band  of  friends 
who  exerted  themselves  to  publish  the  first 
collected  edition  of  Burns's  works,  to  which  Dr 
Currie  contributed  his  Memoir,  and!  which 
realised  a  sum  of  nearly  £2000  for  the  poet's 
widow  and  family.  Telford  was  aJso  a  good 
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frieod  to  Thomas  Campbell  and  Robert 
Southey.  The  first  employment  which  he  ob- 
tained in  London  was  an  engagement  as  a 
journeyman  mason  at  the  building  of  Somerset 
House.  "When  -walking  along  the  Strand,  he 
used  occasionally  to  point  onit  to  his  friends 
the  particular  portions  of  this  great  national 
structure  he  had  assisted  to  build.  The  archi- 
tect, Sir  William  Chambers,  soon  discovered 
Telford's  merit,  and  promoted  him  to  the  over- 
seership  of  different  parts  of  the  work.  His 
rise  was  rapid  when  he  was  once  lifted  above 
the  level  of  the  mallet  and  the  trowel." 
September  17. — This  issue  contains  the  text  of 
the  addresses  which  were  presented  to  Lord 
Brougham  by  the  Northern  Burghs,  and 
accounts  of  hi's  receptions  at  Nairn  and  Forres. 
Ibid. — The  movement  of  visitors  to  and  from 
shooting  quarters  is  noticed.  "Captain  Orme," 
says  one  paragraph,  "has  just  returned  from 
his  shooting  quarters  at  Poolewe,  on  the  estate 
of  Sir  Francis  A.  Mackenzie  of  Gairloch,  where 
he  has  had  excellent  sport,  having  also  killed 
upwards  of  100  salmon  and  nearly  double 
that  number  of  sea  trout,  on  Sir  Francis's 
famous  river,  the  Ewe." 

September  24.— There  is  a  report  of  a  great 
dinner  given  to  Earl  Grey  at  Edinburgh.  The 
Earl  of  Rosebery  was  in  the  chair,  and  gave 
the  toast  of  the  evening.  "The  reply  of  Lord 
Grey  was  admirable  for  its  good  taste  and 
good  feeling.  The  venerable  statesman  has 
made  his  acknowledgements,  and  taken  his 
leave  with  all  the  glory  of  the  successful 
patriot  and  the  accomplished  orator." 
Hjid.— "Died,  at  Sciborscross,  Sutherlandshire, 
on  6th  September,  Mr  James  Hall,  tacksman 
of  that  place,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age.  Mr 
Hall  was  a  native  of  the  Border,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  who  introduced  the  improved 
system  of  sheep-farming  into  the  Highlands. 
His  general  intelligence,  integrity,  and  kind- 
ness of  disposition  made  him  much  esteemed 
and  respected  by  (his  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances." 

October  1.— The  Northern  Meeting  held  the  pre- 
vious week  was  well  attended.  "Every  suc- 
ceeding year  seems  to  add  to  the  number  of 
visitors  from  the  South,  anxious  to  explore 
the  Highlands,  and  a  few  of  these  remained 
to  be  present  at  our  festival."  The  Meeting 
extended  over  three  days,  from  Wednesday 
to  Friday,  a  dinner  and  ball  being  held  each 
evening  The  largest  attendance  was  on  the 
Friday  evening,  when  duny  Mkcpherson  was 
in  the  chair,  aud  about  160  ladies  and  gentle- 
men were  present. 
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Ibid. — A  public  meeting  was  held  at  Inverness 
to  co-operate  with  the  General  Assembly  in 
an  effort  for  the  extension  of  Church  accom- 
modation. The  Rev.  Mr  Clark  said  it  was 
intended,  as  soon  as  a  reasonable  sum  could 
be  obtained,  to  begin  the  building  of  a  church 
for  1800  sitters. 

October  8.— It  is  mentioned  that  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  accompanied  by  his  son,  Lord  Alex- 
ander Russell,  and  Mr  Edwin  Landseer,  the 
distinguished  artist,  had  arrived  at  Inverness 
from  Dunrobin.  On  their  way  they  visited 
the  falls  of  Kilmorack  and  the  scenery  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

October  15. — Great  improvements  had  been 
made  in  the  condition  of  Elfin  Cathedral, 
through  the  liberality  of  the_Board  of  Woods 
and  Forests,  directed  by  the  taste  of  Mr  Reid, 
the  King's  architect  for  Scotland.  The  keeper 
of  tl.e  building,  John  Shanks,  who  had  spent 
much  time  in  clearing  rubbish  from  the  build- 
ing, was  greatly  delighted  with  the  renova- 
tion. He  'had  'now  but  two  causes  of  regret ; 
one  was  that  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  never 
visited  the  Cathedral,  the  other  tha't  Lord 
Brougham  had  passed  through  the  town  with- 
out going  to  see  it.  If  Scott  had  come  John 
was  confident  that  the  fame  of  the  building, 
and  perhaps  his  own  name  with  it,  would 
have  gone  down  to  posterity  "foaming  like  a 
speat  in  some  of  the  'novell's.' "  As  for  Lord 
Brougham,  "John  had  the  chapter  house 
sorted  up  in  fine  order  for  the  expected  visit, 
and  intended  to  ask  his  lordship  to  sit  down 
in  the  grand  high  stone  seat,  where  tne 
Bishop  .used  to  sit  with  all  his  Deans  and 
clerks  around  him."  Alas  for  the  vanity  of 
human  wishes. 

Ibid. — A  weekly  paper  published  in  Elgin,  en- 
titled the  "Elgin  Courier,"  terminated  its 
existence  after  a  life  of  seven  years.  The 
copyright  was  sold  for  £5,  and  the  plant  for 
£130.  The  late  Mr  James  Grant,  of  the 
"Morning  Advertiser,"  began  his  career  on  the 
"Elgin  Courier,"  but  had  left  it  some  time 
before  its  demise.  In  his  History  of  the 
Newspaper  Press  he  mentions  that  the  gentle- 
man who  bought  the  copyright  of  the  old1 
journal  started  a  new  one  under  the  name  of 
the  "Elgin  Courant,"  whiob  still  flourishes. 

Ibid. — Cholera  had  reappeared  this  year  in  In- 
verness. One  of  its  victims  was  a  young 
medical  practitioner,  William  Kennedy,  son 
of  the  Rev.  Mr  Kennedy,  minister  of  the 
Independent  Chapel  in  Inverness.  He  had 
received  a  shock  to  his  system  by  dressing  the 
body  of  a  gentleman  who  died  of  the  disease. 


156  Inverness  Courier  Index.  [1834 

October  22. — An  account  is  given  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  by  fire 
on  the  16th  inst. 

November  5. — Great  attention  is  given  to  a 
speecb  by  the  Earl  of  Durham,  who  was  en- 
tertained to  a  public  dinner  at  Glasgow.  We 
are  told  that  "few  public  dinners  have  been 
looked  forward  to  with  more  curiosity  or 
interest."  Lord  Durliam  was  in  favour  of 
household  suffrage,  shorter  Parliaments,  and 
vote  bv  ballot.  There  was  open  war  between 
himself  and  Brougham. 

Ibid. — A  great  flood  had  taken  place  in  the  river 
Ness,  which  carried  off  a  rustic  bridge  con- 
necting the  two  islands. 

November  19. — This  issue  publishes  the  news  of 
the  dismissal  of  the  Whig  Government  by  the 
King,  who  had  "fairly  turned  them  out  of 
office,"  and  sent  for  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 
The  Whig  Ministers  had  become  unpopular, 
but  the  summary  action  of  the  King  created 
intense  astonishment. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  report  of  a  dinner  given  on 
the  13th  inst.  at  Kingussie  to  the  Duke  of 
Gordon.  "Part  of  the  possessions  of  the 
Duke  having  passed  into  other  hands,  the 
gentlemen  of  Badenoch  resolved  to  testify 
their  respect  and  attachment  to  his  Grace, 
under  whose  family  the  country  had  for  cen- 
turies enjoyed  protection,  favour,  aind  sup- 
port." The  entertainment  was  given  in  the 
Assembly  Hall, — Cluny  Macpherson  in  the 
chair.  "  The  tickets  were  confined  to  the 
"gentlemen  of  Badenoch,"  and  about  seventy 
were  present.  A  cavalcade  of  horsemen,  sixty 
in  number,  met  the  Duke  about  eight  miles 
from  Kingussie,  and  another  large  body  on 
foot,  with  pipes  playing  and  flags  waving, 
marched  out  to  a  point  half-way  between 
Kingussie  and  Belleville.  The  Duke  drove  up 
in  a  carriage  and  four.  "Three  of  the  best 
looking  Highlanders  came  out  of  the  ramks, 
and,  producing  a  bottle  and  glass,  requested 
his  Grace  to  accept  a  dram.  The  request  was 
made  in  Gaelic,  but  Cluny  acted  as  inter- 
preter. The  Duke  drank  the  healths  of  all 
present,  the  pipes  played  up  'Failte  Phrionnsa,' 
the  banners  were  lowered,  and  as  if  by  one 
impulse,  the  men  doffed  their  bonnets,  the 
ladies  waved  their  handkerchiefs,  and  the 
whole  people  gave  a  long  and  loud  cheer, 
which  must  have  startled  the  slumbering 
echoes  of  the  hills  of  Badenoch.  This  en- 
thusiasm was  truly  electrical ;  the  Duke  shed 
tears,  and  the  people  were  equally  touched." 
The  horses  were  then  unyoked,  and  the  car- 
riage drawn  to  Kingussie.  It  is  mentioned 


1834]          File  of  Inverness  Courier,  157 

that  the  flag  of  the  Macphersous  was  an 
object  of  attraction ;  it  was  pierced  with 
several  musket  balls,  received  chiefly  at  the 
battle  of  Falkirk  in  the  '45.  A  body  of 
seventy  fine  looking  Highlanders,  arrayed  in 
the  kilt,  surrounded  this  relic.  The  speeches 
at  the  dinner  are  reported  to  the  length  of 
three  columns.  Dr  Carnithers  afterwards  de- 
scribed the  scene  in  his  Highland  Notebook, 
from  which  a  passage  is  quoted  in  the  Intro- 
duction to  the  first  volume  of  "The  Northern 
Highlands." 

Ibid. — The  Nairnshire  Missionary  Society  met 
at  Nairn,  and  voted  to  various  objects  sub- 
scriptions to  the  amount  of  £30. 

Ibid. — Much  regret  was  expressed  that  Mr  John 
Mackenzie,  banker,  found  it  necessary  to  re- 
sign the  office  of  Provost  of  Inverness  on 
account  of  ill-health.  He  was  the  first  Pro- 
vost elected  under  the  Reform  Act,  and  en- 
joyed the  full  support  of  the  Council  and 
community. 

November  26. — "The  Government  is  in  a  <ort  of 
abeyance,  or  is  wholly  in  the  hands  of  tie 
Duke  of  Wellington."  A  messenger  had  been 
despatched  for  Sir  Robert  Peel,  who  was  in 
Rome,  and  tbe  Duke  held  the  chief  place  and 
several  other  offices  until  Peel's  arrival. 

Ibid. — We  are  informed  in  this  number  that  the 
streets  of  Inverness  were  admirably  paved, 
and  might  challenge  comparison  with  any 
other  burgh  in  the  Kingdom.  The  town  had 
also  boasted  for  years  of  being  one  of  the 
best  lighted  in  the  country,  but  recently  the 
Gas  Company  had  been  losing  seriously  by  the 
street  lamps",  and  the  service  had  been  re- 
duced. The  Council  was  restricted  to  a  sum 
of  £200  as  the  maximum  assessment,  and 
they  could  not  give  more  without  adopting  the 
Police  Act. 

December  3. — A  dissolution  of  Parliament  is 
anticipated,  but  as  yet  there  is  no  certainty. 
Prospective  candidates,  however,  are  issuing 
their  addresses.  Mr  Charles  Grant  is  again 
to  stand  for  the  county  of  Inverness,  and  is 
to  be  opposed  by  Macleod  of  Macleod. 

Ibid. — "We  learn  that  a  branch  of  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  is  to  be  established  in  a  few 
weeks  at  Cromarty.  The  Bank  has  nominated 
Robert  Ross,  Esq.,  agent,  and  Mr  Hugh 
Miller,  accountant.  Thelatter  appointment  will 
give  much  pleasure  to  all  the  numerous  friends 
of  'the  Journeyman  Mason.'  We  see  no 
fear  of  Mr  Miller  falling  into  the  error  depre- 
cated by  Pope — 'To  pen  a  stanza  when  he 
should  engross' — and  as  the  blasts  of  winter 
have  now  come  into  play,  the  snug  counting 


158  Inverness  Courier  Index.  [1834 

house  and  the  pen  will  be  no  unacceptable 
exchange  for  £he  hillside  and  the  mallet." 

December  10.— The  Lands  of  Glendale,  in  the 
Isle  of  Skye,  were  lately  exposed  to  sale  at 
£7513,  being  26  years'  purchase,  and  were  sold 
at  £8620,  about  30  years'  purchase. 

December  17. — The  Inverness  Town  Council 
met,  and  after  recording  their  appreciation  of 
the  services  of  the  retiring  Provost,  elected 
as  his  successor  t\n  senior  Bailie,  Mr  John 
Fraser.  This  gentleman  was  the  father  of 
the  late  Rev.  Dr  Donald  Fraser,  of  Inverness 
and  Maryleboue.  In  accepting  office,  the 
new  Provost  said  "he  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  elected  at  a  period  of  great  political  excite- 
ment, and  he  feared  he  must  come  far  short 
of  the  expectation  of  some  of  his  friends  in 
this  respect ;  for  he  must  acknowledge  it  was 
his  own  sense  of  propriety  that  he  would  best 
consult  the  honour  and  efficiency  of  his  station 
by  abstaining  from  taking  any  prominent  or 
active  part  in  the  present  political  contest." 

December  24. — This  issue  contains  a  list  of  the 
new  Ministers,  headed  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  as 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  It  also  contains  Peel's  address 
to  the  electors  of  Tamworth,  which  formed 
his  manifesto.  A  dissolution  of  Parliament 
was  known  to  be  imminent,  and  candidates 
were  busy.  Mr  Edward  Ellice,  junior  (after- 
wards member  for  the  St  Andrews  Burghs), 
had  resolved  to  contest  the  Inverness  Burghs 
with  Major  Gumming  Bruce  of  Dunphail. 
In  Ross-shire  the  candidates  were  Mr  Stewart 
Mackenzie  of  Seaforth  and  Mr  Thomas  Mac- 
kenzie of  Applecross.  The  seats  of  Mr  Mac- 
leod,  yr.  of  Cadboll,  for  Sutherland,  of  Mr 
James  Loch  for  the  iNorthern  Burghs,  and  of 
Mr  George  Sinclair  for  Caithness,  were  be- 
lieved to  be  secure. 

Ibid. — The  property  of  Torbreck,  near  Inver- 
ness, was  sold  to  the  trustees  of  the  late 
Colonel  Baillie  of  Leys  for  £23,000,  or  about 
thirty-three  years'  purchase  of  the  free  rental. 
The  estate  of  Aberlour  was  purchased  at  a 
public  roup  by  Mr  Grant,  late  of  Jamaica,  for 
£15.000. 

December  31.— The  Editor  of  the  "Courier"  in 
this  issue  gives  the  first  notice  of  "a  curious 
old  Manuscript  history,"  now  known  as  the 
Wardlaw  Manuscript.  He  published  extracts 
from  it  in  the  paper,  and  afterwards  included 
them  in  his  Highland  Notebook.  This  inter- 
esting Manuscript  has  now  been  published  by 
the  Scottish  History  Society,  under  the  editor- 
ship of  Mr  William  Mackay,  solicitor,  Inver- 
ness. The  volume  was  shown  in  1903  at 
the  Highland  and  Jacobite  Exhibition. 
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No.  XI. 

The  year  1835  was  a  stormy  time  in 
politics.  The  dismissal  of  the  Whig  Mini- 
stry by  the  King  in  the  Autumn  of  1834  was 
resented  in  the  country,  and  the  new  Parlia- 
ment, elected  in  the  beginning  of  1835,  still 
gave  a  majority  to  the  Whigs,  though  not  so 
large  as  before.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  as  Prime 
Minister  and  Conservative  leader,  fought  a 
long  and  gallant  fight  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  was  defeated  once  and  again  be- 
fore he  resigned  office  on  the  8th  of  April, 
and  it  was  universally  acknowledged  that  he 
went  out  with  a  higher  reputation  than  when 
ho  entered.  During  the  struggle,  Lord  John 
Russell  proved  an  active  and  capable  leader 
of  Opposition,  and  so  greatly  rose  in  public 
estimation. 

Lord  Melbourne  again  became  head  of  the 
Whig  Government  as  Prime  Minister ;  Lord 
John  Russell  became  Home  Secretary  and 
leader  of  the  Commons ;  Lord  Palmerston  be- 
came Foreign  Minister ;  and  Charles  Grant, 
raised  to  the  peerage  as  Lord  Glenelg,  became 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  There  was  one 
notable  change :  Lord  Brougham  was  not 
asked  to  join  the  new  Government,  and  the 
Great  Seal  was  placed  for  a  time  in  Commis- 
sion. Brougham  imagined  that  the  omission 
would  be  temporary,  but  his  old  colleagues 
did  not  care  to  have  him,  and  he  was  never 
asked  to  take  ottice  again.  The  session  was 
notable  for  discussioie  on  Irish  Church 
affairs  and  for  much  oratory  from  Daniel 
O'Conriell.  It  was  made  a  reproach  to  the 
Whig  Government  that  he  gave  it  his  support. 
The  bill  for  the  reform  of  the  English  Munici- 
pal Corporations  was  violently  opposed  in  the 
Lords,  and  nearly  led  to  a  quarrel  between 
the  Houses.  It  was  passed  at  last  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  compromise. 

Events  in  Parliament  are  reflected  in  our 
local  annals.  On  the  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment Charles  Grant  had  a  stubborn  fight  for 
the  representation  of  the  County  of  Inver- 
ness, and  only  held  the  seat  by  seven  votes 
against  Macleod  of  Macleod.  Soon  after  the 
contest  Macleod  died.  When  the  new  Whig 
Ministry  was  formed  it  was  not  considered 
desirable  that  Grant  should  again  contest  the 
seat.  Accordingly  he  became  Lord  Glenelg. 
For  the  vacancy  in  Inverness-shire,  there  was 
a  contest  between  The  Chisholm,  in  the  Con- 
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servative  interest,  and  Mr  J.  M.  Grant  of 
Glenmoriston,  in  the  Liberal.  Chisholm 
proved  successful  by  a  substantial  majority. 

From  tlic  "Inverness  Courier." 
1836. 

January  7. — The  proclamation  for  dissolving 
Parliament  was  signed  on  the  29th  December, 
and  the  writs  for  the  new  parliament  were 
made  returnable  on  10th  February.  For  the 
next  fortnight  there  was  unusual  agitation  and 
excitement,  in  which  the  Highland  consti- 
tuencies participated. 

January  14. — There  is  a  long  report  of  the 
nomination  of  candidates  for  the  Inverness 
District  of  Burghs.  The  hustings  were  set  up 
on  the  Exchange.  Mr  Mackintosh  of  Qeddcs 
proposed  the  re-election  of  Major  Oumming- 
JJruce  of  Dunphail,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr 
Gilzean  of  Bunachton.  Captain  M'ackay  of 
Hedgefield  proposed  Mr  Edward  Ellice,  junior, 
the  motion  being  seconded  by  Provost  Fraser. 
Both  candidates  having  spoken,  a  show  of 
hands  -was  taken,  when  Sheriff  Edwards  de- 
clared that  there  was  a  majority  for  Mi-  Ellice. 
A  poll  was  demanded  on  behalf  of  Major 
Cumming-Brnce. 

Ibid. — The  season  had  been  exceptionally  mild 
until  the  close  of  the  first  week  in  January, 
when  there  was  a  fall  of  snow,  accompanied 
by  sharp,  crisp  frost.  The  weather  was  not 
unacceptable  to  the  farmer,  and,  indeed,  the 
editor  thought  that  no  class  had  reason  to 
complain,  except  those  who  figured  at  the 
hustings.  "It  is  no  easy  task  at  any  time  for 
provincial  orators  and  patriots  to  keep  a 
crowd  of  people  fast  chained  in  silence,  and  it 
must  be  'peculiarly  difficult  at  a  time  when  the 
head,  feet,  and  hands  throb  with  cold,  and 
every  ray  of  eloquence  is  in  danger  of  being 
intercepted  and  absorbed  'by  a  fall  of  snow.  ' 
On  the  day  of  the  Inverness  nominations,  how- 
ever, the  frost  had  disappeared,  '  and  the 
weather  was  comparatively  mild. 

Ibid. — "We  understand  that  after  the  usual 
examination  Mr  Oharles  Stewart,  of  this 
town,  was  on  Thursday  last  admitted  a  solici- 
tor before  the  Sheriff  and  other  Courts  in  this 
county,  and  that  he  intends  to  practise  in 
Inverness." 

January  21.— On  the  17th  inst.  candidates  were 
nominated  for  the  county  of  Inverness.  The 
re-election  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant 
was  proposed  by  Mr  Macpherson-Grant  of 
Ballindalloch,  and  seconded  by  Mr  Fraser  of 
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Lovat.  The  second  candidate,  Macleod  of 
Macleod,  was  prevented  by  severe  indisposi- 
tion from  attending,  but  a  body  of  his  friends 
marched  to  the  hustings.  Macleod  was 
nominated  by  Chisholm  of  Ohisholm,  and 
seconded  by  Cluny  Macpherson.  On  previous 
occasions  The  Chisholm  had  supported  Mr 
Grant,  and  the  latter  expressed  regret  at  his 
change  of  sentiments.  This  Mr  Grant  seems 
to  have  felt  more  keenly,  as  he  had  been  one 
of  Chisholm's  guardians.  Mr  Grant  delivered 
a  long  and  eloquent  speech,  in  course  of  which 
he  emphasized  the  idea  that  "the  true  con- 
servative principle  is  wise  and  seasonable  im- 
Srovement."  (See  Northern  Highlands,  volume 
.,  page  273.) 

Ibid. — The  contest  in  the  Inverness  Burghs  re- 
sulted in  the  return  of  Major  Cumming-Bruce 
by  the  narrow  majority  of  four  votes.  The 
numbers  were — Cumming-Bruce,  344;  Ellice, 
340.  Forres  was  the  stronghold  of  Major 
Cumming-Bruce.  In  all  the  other  burghs  he 
was  in  a  minority,  though  in  Inverness  only 
a  minority  of  one.  The  contest  was  fought 
with  extraordinary  keenness,  and  charges  of 
bribery  and  intimidation  were  freely  ex- 
changed between  the  supporters  of  the  two  can- 
didates. 

Ibid. — In  the  Elgin  Burghs  there  was  a  contest 
between  Colonel  Leith  Hay,  Liberal,  and 
Brodie  of  Brodie,  Conservative.  Colonel  Leith 
Hay  was  returned  by  a  majority  of  120.  Mr 
Macleod,  yr.  of  Cadboll,  was  returned  unop- 
posed for  the  county  of  Sutherland  ;  Mr  James 
Loch  for  the  Northern  Burghs ;  and  the  Hon. 
Colonel  Grant  of  Grant  for  the  united  coun- 
ties of  Elgin  and  'Nairn.  For  the  county  of 
Ross  two  candidates  were  nominated,  Mr 
Stewart  Mackenzie  of  Seafortli,  Liberal,  and 
Mr  Mackenzie  of  Applecross,  Conservative. 

January  28. — The  contest  in  the  county  of  In- 
verness terminated  in  favour  of  Mr  Charles 
Grant,  but  only  by  a  majority  of  seven.  The 
figures  were — Grant,  260 ;  Macleod,  253.  The 
polling  extended  over  two  days,  and  there  was 
a  snow-storm  at  the  time.  The  contest  in 
Ross-shire  resulted  in  the  return  of  Seaforth 
by  a  majority  of  40  (234  votes  against  194). 

February  4. — This  issue  contains  the  reports  of 
two  political  dinners  in  Inverness.  One  was 
given  on  26th  January  in  the  Northern  Meet- 
ing Rooms  to  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant. 
Mr  J.  M.  Grant  of  Glenmoriston  was  in  the 
chair.  The  second  was  given  in  the  same 
place  on  30th  January  to  Major  Ounnming- 
Bruce.  Mr  Robertson  of  Aultnaskiach  was  in 
the  chair.  The  following  week  Major 
Cumming-Bruce  was  entertained  at  Forres. 
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February  11. — "The  Highland  Society  have 
awarded  their  gold  medal  to  George  Dempster, 
Esq.  of  Skibo,  for  a  report  founded  on  experi- 
ments of  plantations  made  by  him  within  tlua 
last  five  years  on  his  estates  in  Sutherland. 
The  extent  of  these  within  this  time  is  above 
1100  acres,  and  the  number  of  trees  planted 
about  three  millions.  These  plantations  are 
numerous  and  of  very  unequal  size,  but  the 
most  important  one  is  a  tract  of  above  800 
acres,  and  comprehending  the  greater  part 
of  that  rocky  ridge  between  Bonar-Bridge  and 
the  River  Shin,  which  must  be  familiar  to  all 
acquainted  with  that  country." 

February  25. — Parliament  met,  and  parties  had 
their  first  trial  of  strength  on  the  question  of 
the  election  of  the  Speaker.  The  Liberals, 
who  were  in  Opposition,  succeeded  in  electing 
Mr  Abercromby,  by  316  votes  against  the 
Ministerial  candidate,  Sir  Charles  Manners 
Sutton,  who  received  306  votes. 

March  4. — The  Editor  of  the  "Quarterly  Journal 
of  Agriculture"  was  at  this  time  strongly 
urging  the  introduction  of  "public  mechanical 
carriages,"  to  be  driven  by  steam  on  the  high- 
ways, which  he  wished  to  have  altered  for  the 
purpose.  His  idea  was  premature.  The  day 
of  the  motor  car  was  a  long  way  off. 

Ibid. — Ministers  were  beaten  on  the  Address  by 
a  majority  of  seven,  but  Sir  Robert  Peel  still 
declined  to  resign. 

March  18. — There  was  a  combined  meeting  of 
the  members  of  the  Northern  Institution  and 
the  Directors  of  the  Royal  Academy.  The 
Museum  had  by  this  time  been  transferred  to 
the  Academy  directors.  Among  the  contri- 
butions made  at  this  meeting  was  "a  beauti- 
ful and  extensive  collection  of  rocks,  minerals, 
and  fossils  from  the  neighbourhood)  of  Cro- 
marty,"  presented  by  Mr  Hugh  Miller.  The 
General  Secretary,  'Mr  Anderson,  explained 
the  geological  structure  of  the  Moray  Firth, 
with  special  reference  to  the  lias  deposits. 
Along  with  the  recognised  specimens  was  a 
collection  of  fossil  fishes,  which  Mr  Miller 
had  recently  discovered  in  one  of  the  upper 
beds  of  the  Old  Red  Sandstone,  close  to  the 
town  of  Qromarty.  The  Secretary  read  an 
extract  from  Miller's  Traditions  of  Cro- 
marty,  then  in  the  press,  descriptive  of  the 
geology  of  the  district. 

March  25.— Dr  Gray,  who  bequeathed  £20,000 
to  build  and  endow  a  hospital  at  Elgin,  left 
another  considerable  sum  to  his  wife.  This 
lady,  who  had  died  recently,  bequeathed  £4000 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  church  in 
Elgin. 
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April  1.— Macleod  of  Macleod,  who  contested 
the  county  of  Inverness  with  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Grant,  died  at  Altyre  House,  near 
Ftorrea,  on  the  25th  ult.,  in  his  47th  year. 
"The  honourable  gentleman  had  been  for  some 
months  indisposed ;  and  though  unable  to 
appear  on  the  hustings  as  a  candidate  at  the 
last  election,  he  exerted  himself  very  much  in 
the  canvass,  during  the  most  stormy  and  in- 
clement weather.  This  laid  the  seeds  of  an 
illness  under  which,  after  various  partial  re- 
coveries and  relapses,  he  has  prematurely 
sunk."  Macleod  had  promoted  a  petition  to 
set  aside  the  return  of  Mr  Grant,  but  it  was 
understood  that  it  would  now  be  dropped. 
For  a  time  Macleod  sat  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  representative  for  the  burgh  of  Sud- 
bury,  in  Suffolk.  "His  strong  desire,  how- 
ever, was  to  represent  his  native  county  in 
Parliament,  and  to  this  object  'he  had  directed 
all  his  energies  for  upwards  of  ten  years,  de- 
voting to  it  no  small  share  of  his  life  and  for- 
tune. In  1818  he  concurred  with  the  late 
Glengarry  in  the  election  of  Mr  C.  Grant 
(whom  he  afterwards  so  often  and  so  strenu- 
ously opposed),  when  the  right  lion,  gentle- 
man was  first  returned  member  for  this 
county ;  but  even  at  this  time  Macleod  con- 
fessed that  it  was  'an  object  of  his  early  am- 
bition to  enjoy  the  station,  as  representative 
for  Inverness-shire,  which  so  many  of  his  im- 
mediate ancestors  had  filled  for  "a  length  of 
time.'  Mr  Grant  on  all  occasions  expressed 
his  high  regard  for  his  opponent,  and  admitted 
that  his  personal  virtues,  his  name  and  long 
line  of  ancestry,  rendered  the  representation 
of  his  native  county  to  him  a  fair  object  of 
honourable  ambitioin."  The  remains  of  the 
chief  were  conveyed  to  Dunvegan,  in  Skye. 

April  15. — The  resignation  of  Sir  Robert  Peel's 
Government  is  announced.  It  is  acknowledged 
that  the  spirit  and  ability  with  which  Sir 
Robert  had  carried  on  the  fight  had  "extorted 
the  praises  of  his  most  bitter  opponents." 

Ibid. — The  number  contains  the  first  account  of 
a  murder  which  created  great  excitement  in 
the  district.  The  body  of  a  middle-aged 
woman  was  found  in  a  ruined  hut  in  a  planta- 
tion on  the  heights  of  Kilcoy,  in  the  Black 
Isle.  It  had  bee-n  covered  up  with  turf  and 
stones,  but  a  party  of  women  and  children 
gent  to  work  in  the  plantation  observed  a 
glove,  part  of  a  veil,  and  the  point  of  a  shoe 
protruding.  The  story,  as  ultimately  put  to- 
gether, was  a  singular  one.  The  dead  body 
was  that  of  Jane  Brechin,  a  woman  from  Mon- 
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trose,  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  her 
murderer  was  a  man  John  Adam  or  Adams, 
originally  from  the  same  district,  and  thirty- 
one  years  of  age,  who  was  living  at  the  time 
of  the  murder  in  Dingwall,  under  the  name  of 
John  Anderson.  Adam  and  Jane  Brechin  had 
been  fellow  servants  at  Montrose  about  nine 
years  before,  and  had  been  spoken  of  as  sweet- 
hearts, in  spite  of  the  disparity  of  their  years. 
Adam  however,  disappeared  and  enlisted,  and 
while  his  regiment  was  stationed  in  Derby- 
shire he  won  the  affections  of  a  girl  named 
Elliot,  whom  he  persuaded  to  elope  with  him 
under  promise  of  marriage.  He  did  not  ful- 
fil his  promise,  but  they  travelled  northward 
till  they  reached  Dingwall,  where  they  lived 
together  as  Mr  and  Mrs  Anderson,  the  main 
working  as  a  labourer.  They  took  up  their 
abode  there  about  a  year  before  the  murder. 
Meantime  Jane  Brechin  had  started  a  small 
shop  in  Montrose,  and  had  some  money  in 
bank.  There  she  was  found  about  Martinmas 
1834  by  Adam,  who  had  paid  a  visit  to  the 
place.  He  stated  to  the  woman  that  he  was 
a  sawver  at  Inverness,  and  that  if  she  married 
him  lie  would  take  a  shop  for  her  there. 
Against  the  advice  of  her  friends,  who  thought 
Adam  too  young  and  "no  like  her  ava',"  the 
poor  woman  consented  to  the  union,  and  Adam 
returned  to  Montrose  in  March  1835  and  mar- 
ried. She  had  sold  off  her  stock  and  drawn 
from  the  bank  £113.  The  couple  came  to 
Inverness,  where  Adam  took  lodgings  in 
Chrxpel  Street ;  bnt  he  must  have  changed  his 
story  by  this  time,  as  he  told  his  wife  he  had 
to  go  to  Beauly.  He  revisited  her  several 
times,  and  having  told  her  and  the  persons 
with  whom  she  stayed  that  he  had  taken  a 
house  between  Tarradale  and  Rcdcastle,  they 
left  Inverness  one  evening  and  took  the  boat 
across  Kessock  Ferry.  The  woman  was  never 
again  seen  alive.  Adam  did  not  care  to  take 
her  to  Dingwall,  where  he  was  living  as  a  mar- 
ried man.  When  lie  was  apprehended  a  sum 
of  £75  was  found  under  his  pillow.  Adam  is 
described  as  an  exceedingly  handsome  man, 
six  feet  one  high.  He  denied  his  guilt,  and 
maintained  a  cheerful  and  buoyant  demeanour. 
The  cool  and  unconcerned  attitude  of  the  man 
was  one  of  the  ertraordinary  features  of  the 
case. 

Ibid. — "The  news  of  the  resignation  of  the  Peel 
Ministry  having  reached  Elgin  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  the  church  and  jail  bells  rang  a 
merry  peal,  by  the  order  of  the  Magistrates 
and  Town  Council :  the  greatest  enthusiasm 
and  joy  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  at 
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the  prospect  of  a  Liberal  Ministry  being  re- 
stored to  power." 

April  22. — The  formation  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment is  announced.  Lord  Melbourne  became 
Prime  Minister,  Lord  John  Russell,  Home 
Secretary ;  Lord  Palmerston,  Foreign  Secre- 
tary; and  Mr  Charles  Grant,  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies.  There  was  no  mention  of  Lord 
Brougham,  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that 
he  was  not  to  be  a  member  of  the  Government. 
Preparations  were  in  progress  in  the  county  of 
Inverness  on  the  understanding  that  Charles 
Grant  was  to  be  raised  to  the  peerage. 

April  29. — The  news  having  arrived  in  Lochaber 
that  Lady  Vere  Cameron  Tiad  given  birth  to 
an  heir  to  the  family  of  Lochiel^  great  rejoic- 
ings took  place.  The  tacksmen  and  clergy  on 
the  estates,  "from  Ballachulish  Ferry  to  the 
marches  of  Knoydart,"  met  and  dined  together 
on  the  16th  inst.,  at  the  Neptune  Inn, 
Banavie,  to  celebrate  the  occasion.  The  23rd 
was  selected  for  the  lighting  of  bonfires,  which 
blazed  on  many  a  prominent  peak.  "There 
could  not  be  fewer  than  2uoO  persons  present 
at  the  bonfires,  all  of  whom  were  plentifully, 
though  not  improperly,  supplied  with  moun- 
tain dew,  by  the  munificence  of  Lochiel,  to 
drink  health'and  prosperity  to  the  young  chief 
of  the  Camerons." 

Ibid. — The  contest  for  the  representation  of  the 
county  of  Inverness  had  now  begun.  Mr  J. 
M.  Murray  Grant  of  Glenmoriston  was  the 
Liberal  candidate,  and  Chisholm  of  Chisholm 
the  Conservative. 

Mav  6. — Colonel  Leith  Hay  was  re-elected  mem- 
ber for  the  Elgin  District  of  Burghs.  He 
had  been  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Ordnance. 

Ibid. — "We  understand  that  Lord  Southampton 
has  taken  the  shootings,  hunting,  and  fishings 
of  Lochbroom,  on  the  property  of  Duncan 
Davidson,  Esq.  of  TnllocJ).  This  is  a  very 
extensive  range,  embracing  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  hilly  country,  and  supplies  abundance 
of  red  deer,  gronse,  and  black  game.  The 
River  Broom  is  also  an  excellent  angling 
stream." 

May  13.— The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant  was 
gazetted  to  the  peerage  under  the  title  of 
Baron  Glenelg  of  Glenelg,  in  the  county  of 
Inverness. 

Ibid. — The  nomination  of  candidates  for  the 
county  is  reported  in  full.  Mr  Macpherson- 
Grant  of  Ballindallocb  "proposed  Mr  Grant  of 
Glenmoriston,  the  motion  being  seconded  by 
Rev.  Mr  Beith.  Mr  Mackintosh  of  Geddes 
nominated  the  Chisholm,  and  Mr  Walker  of 
Crawfordtown  seconded.  The  polling  began 
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on  tlie  llth,  and  all  the  returns  had  not  been 
received  when  the  paper  went  to  press.  It 
was  known,  however,  that  The  Chisnolm  had 
been  returned.  The  next  issue  gave  the 
figures  as  follows  :  — For  Chisholm,  268 ;  for 
Glenmoriston,  240 ;  majority  for  the  Conser- 
vative candidate,  28.  If  Macleod  had  lived, 
there  was  an  impression  that  he  would  have 
been  elected  without  a  contest.  This,  however, 
seems  hardly  credible,  when  one  perceives  the 
heat  which  "the  contest  between  Chisholm  and 
Glenmoriston  evolved.  There  was  no  disorder, 
but  much  angry  recrimination. 
Ibid. — There  was  a  long  discussion  in  the  Synod 
of  Moray  on  the  question  of  the  funds  of  the 
Established  Church  of  Ireland.  Rev.  Mr 
Clark,  Inverness,  moved  a  series  of  resolutions 
denouncing  the  proposal  to  apply  any  portion 
of  these  funds  to  any  other  than  religious  and 
Protestant  purposes.  Mr  Matheson,  of  Kil- 
muir,  seconded.  Rev.  Mr  Fraser,  of  Kirkhill, 
considered  that  the  motion  would  be  inter- 
preted as  political,  and  that  it  was  inexpedi- 
ent for  the  Synod  to  range  itself  on  the  side 
of  a  political  party.  He  moved  that  the  re- 
solutions be  not  adopted,  and  was  seconded 
by  Mr  Brodie  of  Lethen.  On  a  division  thirty 
members  of  the  Synod  voted  for  Mr  darks 
motion,  and  only  three  for  Mr  Fraser's. 
Ibid. — It  is  incidentally  mentioned,  in  an  article 
on  Lord  Brougham,  that  "he  wrote  seventeen 
long  letters  with  his  own  hand  within  four 
hours  after  his  memorable  speech  in  Inverness, 
all  which  were  duly  forwarded  by  'that  night's 
post." " 

May  20.— "The  Town  Council  of  Nairn  held 
lately  a  special  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
congratulating  John  Cunninghame,  Esq., 
advocate,  late  Sheriff  of  Nairnghire,  on  his 
promotion  to  the  high  office  of  Solicitor- 
General;  on  which  occasion  he  was  admitted 
a  freeman  burgess  andi  guild  brother  of  the 
ancient  burgh.  In  the  record  of  Mr  Ounning- 
hame's  admission,  the  Council  express  their 
high  sense  of  his  honourable  and  independent 
conduct  as  a  judge,  during  his  connection 
with  the  burgh  and  conntv,  and  their  respect 
for  his  private  character.' 

May  20. — "The  Inverness  Packet  left  Burghead 
on  Thursday,  23rd  April,  for  London,  where 
she  arrived  on  the  27th  of  that  month — dis- 
charged her  cargo  there,  and  having  unloaded, 
sailed  on  the  7th  curt.,  and  arrived  at  Burg- 
head  on  the  morning  of  the  12th — having 
been,  on  her  passage,  up  and  dorm,  only  nine 
davs,  exclusive  of  the  time  she  w&a  detained 
in  London.  The  vessel  had  full  cargoes  on 
both  trips." 
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May  27. — This  issue  contains  a  review  of  Hugh 
Miller's  first  important  prose  work,  "Scenes 
and  Legends  of  the  North  of  Scotland."  The 
reviewer  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  book 
"places  the  author  among  the  best  popular 
writers  of  the  day." 

June  3. — In  the  General  Assembly  Dr  Chalmers 
reported  on  the  liberal  support  given  to  his 
scheme  of  Church  Extension.  A  majority  of 
Presbyteries  transmitted  overtures  approving 
of  the  Veto  Act.  Generally  there  was  at  this 
time  great  activity  in  connection  with  Church 
affairs.  The  Irish  Church  question  was  hotly 
discussed  during  the  recent  election  for  the 
county  of  Inverness. 

June  10. — Two  petitions  were  presented  on  the 
2nd  inst.  in  the  House  of  Commons  against 
the  return  of  The  Chisholm.  One  was  by 
Glenmoriston  aji'd  the  other  by  Sir  David 
Brewster  and  Hugh  Davidson  of  Cantray, 
electors.  The  same  evening  Chisholm  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

Ibid. — Disease  threatened  the  potato  crop. 
There  had  been  a  partial  failure  the  previous 
year. 

Ibid. — The  Provost  of  Forres,  Mr  Gordon,  died 
in  Glasgow.  His  remains  were  taken  home, 
and  the  following  issue  describes  the  funeral. 

June  24. — The  death  of  William  Cobbett  is  re- 
corded. A  column  is  devoted  to  a  sketch  of 
liis  career.  "His  laborious  li?e,  chequered 
by  so  many  strange  vicissitudes,  terminated 
on  Thursday  last  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy- 
three.  His  death  will  cause  a  blank  in  the 
world  of  English  politicians  and  periodical 
writers.  Perhaps  no  man  in  Britain  was 
better  known,  down  to  the  minutest  circum- 
stance in  his  history,  character,  habits,  and 
opinions."  Now  Cobbett  is  all  but  forgotten. 

July  1. — Adam,  the  man  charged  with  the 
murder  of  his  wife,  was  cheerful  in  prison,  but 
he  had  a  grievance.  "He  complained  griev- 
ously to  us  one  day  of  the  heavy  irons  on  his 
body,  and  wished  to  have  them  taken  off  for 
a  part  of  the  day,  that  he  might  be  allowed  to 
walk  about  the  passages  in  front  of  his  cell. 
This  reasonable  request  has  since  been  com- 
plied with."  There  seems  to  have  been  con- 
siderable freedom  of  intercourse  with  prison- 
ers in  those  days. 

July  8. — A  new  taste  seems  to  have  sprung  up 
for  the  more  valuable  and  curiously  fine 
patterns  of  clan  tartan  for  ladies'  dresses,  &c. 
Mr  Macdongall,' draper,  here,  has  an  immense 
variety  of  the  different  patterns,  some  of 
them  exceedingly  rich  and  beautiful.  Lord 
Brougham  and  others  have  rendered  them 
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fashionable  in  London,  and  orders  to  a  great 
amount  for  them  have  been  executed  in  Inver- 
ness." 

Ibid. — The  issue  contains  the  first  of  a  series  of 
sketches  by  the  editor,  giving  an  account  of  a 
trip  from  Inverness  to  Oban,  lona,  and  Staffa. 
In  the  same  number  it  is  stated  that  a  pro- 
posal had  been  made  to  appropriate  part  of 
the  buildings  at  Fort-George  to  the  purposes 
of  a  central  prison  for  the  Northern  Counties. 
This  idea  never  bore  fruit,  but  prisoners  were 
actually  confined  in  the  Fort. 

Ibid. — "Oil  the  27th  June  a  gentleman  angling 
in  Loch-Moy  caught  a  salmon  with  a  small 
trout  fly,  which  weighed  upwards  of  10  Ibs. 
Tliis  is  the  first  instance  of  a  salmon  taken  in 
Loch-Moy,  and  the  wonder  is  how  it  could 
possibly  get  there."  Loch-Moy  drains  into 
the  Find'horn,  but  the  stream  is  small. 

July  15. — The  petition  against  the  return  of 
The  Chisholm  as  member  for  the  county  of 
Inverness  was  rejected  by  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  appointed  to  hear  the 
case.  The  point  at  issue  was  whether  voters 
from  the  Grantowu  district,  "which  is  totally 
separated  from  Inverness-shire,  being  sur- 
rounded bv  the  counties  of  Moray  and  Nairn," 
were  entitled  to  vote.  The  number  from  that 
district  who  had  voted  for  Chisholm  was  29, 
and  his  majority  in  the  contest  was  28.  The 
petitioners  founded  on  a  clause  iu  the  Reform 
Act  which  provided  "that  all  properties  lying 
locally  witliin  the  limits  of  any  county  shall, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  be  held  to  be 
part  of  the  county  with  which  they  are  locally 
included."  The  Parliamentary  Committee, 
however,  held  that  no  vote  could  be  ques- 
tioned by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons which  tad  not  been  objected  to  pre- 
viously at  the  local  Courts  of  Registration. 
This  decision  disposed  of  the  case  for  the  peti- 
tioners. 

Ibid.— The  Sheep  and  Wool  Market  held  the 
previous  week  had  proved  a  very  stiff  one, 
though  in  the  end  an  average  amount  of 
business  was  done.  "Last  year  prices  were 
too  high  for  the  purchasers  both  of  wool  and 
sheep,  and  this  year  there  has  been  a  reduc- 
tion of  about  4s  per  stone  on  Cheviot  wool, 
6s  on  tne  double  stone  of  blackfaced,  and  3s 
on  Cheviot  wedders  per  head.  Ewes  were 
greatly  in  demand,  and  the  unfavourable 
spring  having  operated  very  injuriously  in 
some  of  the  districts,  lambs  were  scarce  and 
fetched  good  prices."  Cheviot  weddere 
fetched  from  22s  to  27s  6d ;  blackfaced  from 
15s  to  18s  9d ;  Cheviot  ewes  from  18s  to 
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20a  6d;  blackfaced  from  10s  to  13s;  Cheviot 
lambs  from  8s  to  11s;  blackfaced  from  7s  to 
8s.  Cheviot  washed  wool  per  stone  fetched 
from  19s  to  20s  6d;  unwashed  15s  to  16s; 
blackfaced  per  double  stone  19s  to  20s  6J ; 
cross,  unwashed,  12s  to  14s;  do.  washed,  14s 
to  15s.  "In  order  to  improve  their  flocks, 
twelve  of  our  principal  sheep  farmers  last  year 
agreed  to  hav«  a  show  of  tups  at  this  market, 
after  which  they  were  to  make  arrangements 
for  exchanging  them.  The  exhibition  took 
place  on  Thursday,  when  Mr  Shirreff,  Barn- 
yards; Mr  Laidlaw,  Knockfm;  Mr  Sellar, 
Morvich ;  Mr  Gentle,  Dell ;  and  Mr  Mac- 
tavish,  Garthbeg,  produced  some  fine  speci- 
mens of  one  and  two-year-old  tups.  It  would 
be  highly  to  the  advantage  of  the  different 
flocks  in  the  North  if  this  exhibition  were 
continued." 

Ibid. — "The  estate  of  Glentromie,  in  Badenoch, 
was  purchased  on  Wednesday  last  by  Mr 
Baillie  of  Bristol  (formerlv  M.P.  for  that  citv) 
for  the  sum  of  £7350.  Tliis  was  £2050  above 
the  upset  price,  and  is  said  to  be  an  instance 
of  the  highest  price  ever  given  for  land  in  the 
Highlands." 

Ibid. — In  connection  with  the  announcement  of 
th«  appointment  of  James  Loch,  M.P.,  as 
Deputy-Governor  of  the  British  Fishery  So- 
ciety, in  place  of  William  Smith,  deceased, 
the  opportunity  is  taken  of  commemorating 
Mr  Smith's  interest  in  the  Highlands.  He 
was  long  and  honourably  known  as  M*P.  for 
Norwich,  and  was  associated  with  the  labours 
of  Romilly,  Wilberforce,  and  Sir  James  Mack- 
intosh. But  in  addition  to  tliis,  we  are  told 
that  few  men  were  so  zealous  as  Mr  Smith  in 
forwarding  every  object  connected  with  the 
improvement  of  the  North  of  Scotland.  "This 
was  exemplified  in  the  establishment  of 
Pulteneytown,  Wick,  and  the  harbour  there, 
and  the  active  part  he  took  in  the  promotion 
of  the  Highland  roads  and  bridges  and  the 
Caledonian  Canal.  The  time  he  devoted  to 
these  objects,  in  attending  meetings,  and  in 
consulting  and  corresponding  with  individuals 
and  public  bodies,  was  immense,  and  would 
'have  formed  almost  sufficient  employment, 
without  reference  to  other  duties,  for  many  a 
public  man  less  benevolent,  persevering,  and 
enthusiastic." 

July  22. — An  appeal  is  made  for  funds  for  the 
Nairn  Academy.  In  1832  one  class-room  had 
been  fitted;  up  and  opened.  A  second  class- 
room had  been  erected  at  the  same  time,  and 
it  was  now  proposed  to  fit  it  up  and  make 
further  educational  provision. 

22 
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July  29. — This  issue  contains  a  memorial  sketch 
of  Mr  Evan  Baillie  of  Dochfour,  who  had  re- 
cently passed  away  at  the  age  of  95.  "He 
had  witnessed  the  battle  of  Oulloden,  when  a 
boy,  from  the  heights  above  Dochfour;  he 
'had  served  in  the  army  in  the  reign  of  George 
the  Second ;  he  was  three  times  returned  as 
representative  in  Parliament  for  the  ancient 
city  of  Bristol ;  he  was  one  of  the  very  few 
men  in  our  day  who  has  met  at  one  interview 
with  Burke,  Johnson,  and  Reynolds ;  and 
after  a  long,  active,  and  successful  public  life, 
he  liad  the  rare  felicity  to  return  to  his  nativs 
country,  blessed  with  health  and  affluence,  to 
spend  the  evening  of  his  days  in  quiet  retire- 
ment among  the  scenes  of  his  birth."  Going 
into  details,  the  writer  states  that  Mr  Baillie 
entered  the  army  as  ensign  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  and  was  employed  on  active  service 
abroad,  especially  in  the  West  Indies.  He 
was  at  the  siege  of  Havannah  in  1762.  On 
the  restoration  of  peace,  seeing  no  prospect  of 
promotion,  he  retired  from  the  army,  and 
embarked  in  the  West  Indian  trade,  finally 
settling  at  Bristol,  which  he  afterwards  re- 
presented in  Parliament.  By  the  death  of  his 
elder  brother  in  1799,  Mr  Baillie  succeeded  to 
the  family  property  of  Dochfour,  and  resided 
there  during  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life. 
"Mr  Baillie  was  a  perfect  model  of  the  gentle- 
man of  the  old  school ;  tall  and  handsome  in 
his  person,  of  polished  manners,  and  of  the 
most  punctilious  honour  and  correctness  in  all 
his  transactions  and  intercourse  with  society." 

Ibid. — A  report  prepared  by  Mr  Maclean,  Mr 
Mitchell,  and  Mr  May,  was  submitted  to  the 
Town  Council  for  the  improvement  of  the 
banks  of  the  river.  It  provided  a  handsome 
walk  between  the  Stone  Bridge  and  the 
Islands  on  each  side,  "and  an  ample  carriage- 
way along  the  bank  between  the  two  bridges." 
Also,  we  are  told,  "it  provides  for  the  uni- 
formity, strength,  and  beauty  of  the  banks, 
and  suggests  a  general  improvement  calculated 
altogether  to  combine  utility  and  ornament, 
and  to  promote  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the 
inhabitants."  The  expense  was  estimated  at 
£1200,  and  the  question  of  ways  and  means 
was  a  matter  of  serious  consideration. 

Ibid. — The  Presbytery  of  Inverness  met  to  con- 
sider the  constitution  of  the  proposed  new 
church  for  Inverness  (the  West  Ohurch).  The 
town  ministers,  through  Rev.  Mr  Clark,  had 
submitted  a  plan  to  the  Assembly,  which  had 
given  it  a  qualified  approbation,  and  remitted 
the  subject  to  the  Presbytery.  The  question 
was  whether  the  church  should  be  subject  to 
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•A  general  Session,  comprising  all  the  ministers 
of  the  town,  or  should  have  a  separate  consti- 
tution. The  town  ministers  were  in  favour  of 
a  general  Session,  and  their  motion  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  one. 

August  5. — The  Northern  Missionary  Society 
held  its  annual  meeting  at  Dingwall.  The 
collection  amounted  to  £17  12s  ?|d ;  subscrip- 
tions and  donations,  £35  9s  6d ;  total,  £53 
2s  Hid. 

Ibid. — A  Prussian  vessel  foundered  recently  off 
the  island  of  St  Kilda,  and  the  crew  of  eleven 
got  safe  to  land.  They  remained  a  fortnight 
before  finding  an  opportunity  of  crossing  to 
Skye.  "The  expenses  of  these  eleven  men  for 
fourteen  days,  including  board,  lodging,  and 
all  conveniences,  amounted  to  j,ust  five  shil- 
lings." The  islanders  nowadays  have  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  value  of  money. 

Ibid. — The  right  of  shooting  and  fishing  over 
the  upper  district  of  Strathcanon,  in  Ross- 
shire,  is  advertised  to  let.  It  is  stated  that 
grouse  were  most  abundant,  and  there  were 
ptarmigan  on  several  of  the  hills.  The  ground 
had  been  let  for  three  years  previously,  and 
its  tenants  certified  that  it  afforded  excellent 
sport.  One  of  them  ivrote  that  an  ordinary 
shot  might  with  great  ease  bag  20  brace  of 
grouse  a  day,  and  he  also  said  that  "he  and 
one  companion  killed  13  brace  of  ptarmigan 
in  about  half-an-hour."  A  shoe-ting  lodge 
was  in  course  of  erection. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  list  of  sportsmen  at  shooting 
quarters  in  the  Highlands.  The  number  of 
names  given  is  about  forty,  but  the  list  does 
not  profess  to  be  exhaustive. 

August  19. — '"Eighty-eight  boxes  of  game  have 
during  the  week  passed  through  the  coach 
office  here,  and  a  considerable  number  have 
been  sent  South  by  the  Caledonian  coach  along 
the  Highland  road.  On  the  evening  of  the 
Twelfth  a  box  was  forwarded  to  his  Majesty 
from  Inverness,  believed  to  be  from  Lady 
Saltoun.  Several  were  sent  to  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  the  Lord-iJeutenant  of  Ireland, 
Lady  Blessington,  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  and 
other  personages  of  rank  and  distinction." 

Ibid. — "We  understand  that  Lord  Glenelg,  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies,  has  appointed  our 
townsman,  John  Anderson,  Esq.,  W.S., 
Special  Justice  of  the  Island  of  St  Vincent. 
MT  Anderson  has  been  long  and  favourably 
known  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries of  Scotland,  to  whose  Transactions  he 
has  contributed  various  papers.  He  is  also 
the  author  of  a  History  of  the  Clan  Fraser, 
and  other  works  illustrative  of  the  High- 
lands." 
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August  26. — The  following  is  quoted  from  an 
Edinburgh  paper: — "The  plan  and  regula- 
tions proposed  by  the  ministers  of  Inverness 
for  a  new  church  in  tliat  important  and  in- 
fluential quarter  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
were  approved  unanimously  by  last  General 
Assembly ;  and  in  terms  of  a  remit  from  last 
Assembly  the  Commission  have  just  decerned 
and  ordained  that  the  same  arrangement  shall 
be  binding  on  the  future  as  well  as  on  the 
present  ministers  of  Inverness ;  and  that  the 
new  church  shall  be  in  all  respects  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  two  original  Parish 
Churches.  No  appearance  was  made  or»  be- 
half of  a  minority  of  the  Presbytery,  who,  in 
the  Court  bulow,  endeavoured  to  oppose  a 
scheme  which  has  now  received  the  final  sanc- 
tion of  the  Church  of  Scotland."  Subscrip- 
tions are  intimated  for  the  new  building, 
amounting  'to  £810. 

September  2. — "Dr  John  M'Culloch,  author  of 
the  celebrated  Tour  in>  the  Highlands,  and 
other  works,  met  with  his  death  last  week  in 
a  verv  melancholy  manner.  He  was  thrown 
out  of  a  gig  at  Penzance,  in-  Cornwall,  and 
his  foot  caught  in  the  wheel,  by  which  his 
leg  was  broken  in  two  places,  and  also  some 
of  his  ribs.  Amputation  was  resorted  to,  but 
in  a  short  time  mortification  ensued,  and 
deatli  terminated  his  existence.  It  is  scarcely 
three  months  since  he  was  married.  Dr 
M'Culloch  was  an  able  geologist,  and  as  a 
general  writer  distinguished  for  learning  and 
acuteness ;  but  his  work  on  the  Highlands  is 
disfigured  by  the  grossest  prejudice  and  mis- 
representation." 

Ibid.— The  Rev.  Finlay  Cook,  late  of  Inverness, 
was  on  Wednesday,  the  19th  ult.,  inducted  by 
the  Presbytery  of  Caithness  into  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  parish  of  Reay.  Owing  to  the 
number  of  people  present,  tne  services  of  the 
day  were  held  out  of  doors. 
September  9. — The  Duke  of  Sutherland  and  his 
young  son,  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  (aged 
seven),  were  presented  with  the  freedom  of 
the  burgh  of  Tain.  The  Duke  had  recently 
acquired  property  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Ibid. — "About  thirty  recruits  were  enlisted  here 
for  the  auxiliary  forces,  under  General  Evans, 
in  support  of  the  Queen  of  Spain.  Only  ten, 
however,  have  actually  gone;  they  sailed  to 
Greenock  via  the  Caledonian,  Oanal.  The  re- 
maining twenty  were  found  missing  in  the 
hour  of  cause,  and  will  probably  (to  the  great 
regret  of  the  police)  continue  in  the  town." 
The  struggle  was  then  going  on  between  the 
Carlists  and  th«  forces  of  Queen  Christina. 
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General  De  Lacy  Evans  commanded  a  British 
contingent. 

September  16. — Mr  Grant  of  Corrimony,  "the 
father  of  the  Scottish  bar,"  died  at  Lakefield, 
Glen-Urquhart,  on  the  previous  Sunday.  He 
was  in  his  93rd  year.  "Mr  Grant  -was  an,  ac- 
complished scholar  and  antiquary,  and,  what 
is  not  often  united  to  these  qualities,  he  was 
a  first-rate  musician,  both  vocal  and  instru- 
mental. He  was  author  of  a  work  on  the 
Origin  of  the  Gael,  and  he  also  wrote  treatises 
on  the  origin  of  language  and  society.  He 
was  early  distinguished  for  his  liberal  political 
principles,  and  associated  with  Henry  Erskine 
and  other  eminent  men  of  that  day,  and  sub- 
sequently with  Sir  James  Mackintosh,  Mr 
Homer,  &c.  He  retained  his  faculties  to  the 
last,  and  from  the  extent  and  variety  of  hia 
attainments  was  a  delightful  companion." 

Ibid. — The  close  of  a  stormy  session  of  Parlia- 
ment is  recorded.  The  bill  for  the  reform  of 
the  English  corporations  excited  great  contro- 
versy, and  was  only  passed  at  last  by  the 
Commons  accepting  certain  amendments 
pressed  upon  them  by  the  Lords. 

Ibid. — The  same  issue  contains  an  account  of  a 
disturbance  which  took  place  in  the  town  of 
Dingwall  in  1730.  The  story  ap-pears  to  be 
compiled  from  the  Corporation  records. 

September  23. — There  is  a  long  report  of  the 
trial,  at  the  Inverness  Circuit  Court,  of  John 
Adam  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  Jean 
Brechin,  on  the  heights  of  Kilcoy,  in  the 
Black  Isle.  The  circumstances  have  already 
been  given  in  these  Notes.  The  prisoner  had 
issued  three  declarations.  The  discrepancies 
between  the  first  two  and  the  third  were  so 
marked  as  to  form  by  themselves  strong  pre- 
sumptive evidence  against  him.  Besides  this, 
there  was  abundant  and  conclusive  evidence. 
The  jury  brought  in  a  unanimous  verdict  of 
guilty,  and  the  prisoner  was  sentenced  to 
death.  At)  the  same  circuit  there  was  aoi  im- 
portant civil  case  relating  to  the  will  of  one 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  Fortrose.  The  will  was 
sustained. 

September  30. — At  the  Northern  Meeting  the 
Duke  of  St  Albans  and  Lord  Frederick  Beau- 
clerk  were  present  wearing  the  Highland 
dress.  The  Meeting  nominally  extended  over 
three  days,  but  the  actual  days  were  Thurs- 
day and  Friday.  On  Friday  forenoon  the  com- 
pany were  entertained  at  Dochfour  with  a 
boat  race,  rifle  practice,  and  pigeon  shooting. 
"The  rifle  shooting  was  at  a  hundred  yards' 
distance,  and  though  Captain  Horatio  Ross 
of  Rossie  was  one  of  the  marksmen,  the  palm 
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of  victory  was  carried  off  by  Cluny  Macpher- 
son."  The  example  of  Mr  Baillie  is  com- 
mended to  the  attention  of  neighbouring  pro- 
prietors. "Since  the  disuse  of  horse-racing, 
our  visitors  have  had  no  morning  amusement 
during  their  attendance  here,  and  the  want  of 
it  has  been  sensibly  felt." 

Ibid. — The  Commissioners  of  the  Scots  Burghs 
had  published  part  of  their  Local  Reports,  ex- 
tending alphabetically  from  Arbroath  to  For- 
trose.  Several  items  are  extracted  in  this 
issue.  Dingwall  suffered  from  a  debt,  amount- 
ing to  £2367.  Part  of  it  consisted  of  a.  sum 
of  £800  of  damages,  which  the  burgh  had  in- 
curred through  alleged  failure  in  the  custody 
of  a  prisoner  confined  for  debt.  This  charge 
Seaforth  had  undertaken  to  pay.  The  greater 
part  of  the  balance  consisted  of  law  expenses 
in  connection  with  a  fishing  process.  Ding- 
wall  had  an  average  rental  from  fishing  and 
binds  of  £273  7s  2d,  and  an  expenditure  of 
£181  14s  lOd.  The  kirk-officer  was  stilted  to 
have  a  salary  of  five  shillings  a  year !  Dornoch 
rejoiced  in  the  annual  income  of  £3  15s,  being 
the  rent  of  the  burgh  links  and  the  amount 
of  the  customs  and  market  dues.  It  paid  £40 
3s  4d  yearly  to  the  Town-Clerk  and  officers, 
the  difference  having  been  made  up  for  many 
years  by  the  Duke  of  Sutherland.  The  burgh 
of  Torres  had  the  handsome  income,  for  its 
size,  of  £619  19s  9d,  considerably  more  than 
half  of  which  arose  from  land  rents.  The 
total  expenditure,  including  improvements, 
charities,  &c.,  came  to  £528  18s  lOd,  and  there 
were  no  local  taxes.  This  was  surely  a  happy 
burgh  I  On  the  other  hand,  the  burgh  of 
Fortrose  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a  person 
named  Roderick  Macfarquhar,  who  for  twenty- 
three  years  had  "managed  its  aflairs  exclu- 
sively, suffering  no  one  to  participate  with 
him  in  power."  This  gentleman  was  able  for 
some  reason  to  act  as  a  local  monarch.  "On 
one  occasion,  it  is  related1,  a  party  in  the 
Council  voted  against  Mr  Macfarquhar,  and 
he  turned  out  the  whole  opposing  members, 
five  the  first  year  and  two  the  next,  stating 
that  'as  they  could  not  agree  in  politics,  a 
separation  was  desirable.' "  He  put  in  a 
rather  heavy  pecuniary  claim  against  the 
burgh,  and  this  may  have  been  the  secret  of 
his  ascendancy. 

October  7. — No  fewer  than  four  otters  appeared 
in  the  River  Ness  under  the  Old  Stone  Bridge. 
A  crowd  gathered  and  several  shots  were 
fired.  One  otter  was  killed,  the  rest  escaping. 
The  paragraph  states  that  the  River  Ness  was 
at  times  much  infested  with  otters. 
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Ibid. — A  sheep  fanner,  Thomas  Hall,  was 
drowned  in  the  River  More,  in  Gildennory, 
Ross-shire.  He  was  crossing  a  ford  on  horse- 
back on  a  stormy  night,  when  a  great  body  of 
water  rushed  down  the  river,  carrying  away 
horse-  and  rider.  They  were  swept  into  Loch- 
More. 

October  14. — A  "grand  promenade"  was  held  in 
the  Ness  Islands  on  Saturday,  the  10th  inst. 
It  was  arranged  by  the  Committee  which  had 
been  carrying  out  the  improvements  of  the 
islands.  Communication  with  both  banks  of 
the  river  had  now  been  completed  by  the  erec- 
tion of  suitable  bridges;  the  two  islands  had 
also  been  joined  by  a  new  bridge,  and  the 
walks  trimmed  up.  The  promenade  came  off 
with  success,  though  the  day  was  showery. 
Proceedings  began  at  four  o'clock.  The  pro- 
gramme included  the  performances  of  a  band 
and  piper,  and  a  display  of  fireworks  prepared 
and  superintended  by  Mr  Gyngill,  of  the 
Royal  Gardens,  Vauxhall.  The  proceeds  were 
applied  to  the  Improvement  Fund.  Admis- 
sion was — for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  2s;  for 
children  and  servants,  Is ;  and  there  were 
from  300  to  400  present. 

October  21. — John  Adam  was  executed  on  the 
previous  Friday  for  the  Mullbuy  murder.  His 
character  was  one  of  singular  hardihood.  He 
slept  soundly  the  night  before  his  death,  and 
in  his  waking  hours  taJked  with  his  warders 
about  his  adventures  in  the  army  and  other 
indifferent  topics.  The  execution  took  place 
at  the  Longman.  Owing  to  the  density  of  the 
crowd  the  culprit  was  conveyed  in  a  carriage. 
He  was  dressed  in  a  long  camlet  black  coat, 
provided  for  the  occasion.  The  spectators 
numbered  over  8000  persons.  Adam  to  the 
end  refused  to  confess  his  crime.  Afterwards, 
however,  it  turned  out  that  he  had  acknow- 
ledged it  to  a  fellow-prisoner,  to  be.  made 
known  after  his  death.  His  execution  was  the 
last  to  take  place  at  Inverness. 

October  28. — It  is  stated  that  a  striking  in- 
stance of  the  increased  value  of  Highland 
pastoral  districts  occurred  the  previous  week 
in  the  sale  of  the  Oromartie  lands,  iiu  Ross- 
shire.  The  Fannich  lot,  rented  at  £180  per 
annum,  sold  for  £6550,  about  thirty-seven 
years'  purchase.  The  Lochbroom  lot  sold  for 
£9200,  being  thirty-four  years'  purchase.  The 
sale  took  place  at  Edinburgh,  and  was  pretty 
sharplv  contested.  The  upset  price  of  the  two 
was  £"13,150 ;  it  rose  £2000  higher,  when  the 
two  lots  were  knocked  down  at  £15,756,  to  Mr 
Murdoch  Mackenzie,  late  of  Ardross,  then  of 
Pundonell.  The  editor  says  that  a  very  few 
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years  before  these  prices  would  have  been  con- 
sidered ruinous.  He  attributes  the  rise  to  the 
prosperity  of  sheep-farming  and  the  improved 
means  of  communication.  Sport  had  also  by 
this  time  come  to  be  a  considerable  asset. 
"Even  unconquerable  barrenness,"  we  are  in- 
formed, "is  now  turned  to  good  account.  At 
the  present  moment,  we  believe,  many  High- 
land proprietors  derive  a  greater  revenue  from 
their  moors  alone,  for  grouse  shooting,  than 
their  whole  rental  amounted  to  sixty  years 
since.  The  passion  entertained  by  English 
gentlemen  for  field-sports  haa  been  fostered  by 
the  increased  means  of  communication  north- 
wards, and  up  and  down  the  country,  from 
the  highest  'hill  to  the  deepest  and  most  dis- 
tant glen.  The  sportsman  throws  himself 
into  a  steamer  at  London,  and  in  forty-eight 
hours  or  less  he  is  in  Edinburgh  or  Aberdeen. 
Another  day  and  he  is  in  the  heart  of  moor 
and  mountain,  where  he  may  shoot,  saunter, 
or  angle  to  his  heart's  content."  The  country 
inns  had  by  this  time  vastly  improved. 

Ibid. — On  the  previous  Wednesday  the  electors  of 
the  combined  counties  of  Ross  and  Oromarty, 
resident  in  Diugwall  and  neighbourhood,  enter- 
tained their  representative,  J.  A.  Stewart 
Mackenzie  of  Seaforth,  to  a  public  dinner  in 
the  Caledonian  Hotel,  Dingwall.  There  was 
a  crowded  attendance,  and  many  speeches  were 
delivered.  The  dinner  was  mostly  political. 
Mr  Roderick  Macleod,  yr.  of.  Cadboll,  M.P. 
for  Sutherland,  was  in  the  chair.  Major  Qil- 
christ  of  Ogpisdftle  and  Captain  Sutherland  of 
Udoll  were  croupiers. 

Ibid. — The  Rev.  Alexander  Duff,  who  had  just 
received  the  degree  of  D.D.  from  Marischal 
College,  Aberdeen,  addressed  a  meeting  in  the 
High  Church  on  the  subject  of  India.  The 
address  made  a  powerful  impression.  A  col- 
lection at  the  close  amounted  to  £42  18s 

November  4. — There  is  an  article  on  railways, 
which  were  now  being  promoted  at  a  great 
rate.  It  is  stated  that  no  fewer  than  thirty- 
two  companies  had  recently  been  project*/1. 
The  formation  of  lines  connecting  London  with 
important  provincial  centres  was  in  contempla- 
tion. The  newspapers  were  apprehensive  of 
the  results  of  this  "fever  of  speculation." 

Ibid. — The  ferry  boat  in  the  Meikle  Ferry  struck 
on  an  anchor  within  fifteen  or  twenty  yards 
of  the  shore,  on  the  Tain  side,  and  filled. 
There  were  seventeen  persons  on  board,  and 
their  lives  were  in  great  danger.  One  pas- 
senger, Mr  J.  H.  Richardson,  a  shipping  secre- 
tary from  North  Shields,  attempted  to  swim 
ashore,  but  was  carried  away  and  drowned. 
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A  ferryman  managed  to  swim  to  a  small  boat 
moored  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  so  rescued 
the  rest  of  the  passengers. 

November  11. — Mr  Join  Fraser  (father  of  the 
Late  Dr  Donald  Fraser)  was  re-elected  Provost 
of  Inverness. 

Ibid. — It  appears  from  the  report  of  a  county 
meeting  in  Ross-shire  that  eight  men,  con- 
victed of  assault,  had  been  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment at  Fort-George.  This  was  be- 
cause there  was  no  proper  gaol  in  Dingwall. 
The  meeting,  by  a  majority,  agreed  to  advance 
aliment,  claiming  the  right  of  relief  against 
"the  said  prisoners,  the  burgh  of  Dingwall,  the 
Board  of  Excise,  and  all  concerned." 

November  18. — "On  Wednesday  last  Mackintosh 
of  Mackintosh  removed  from  Daviot  House  to 
Moy  Hall,  the  beautiful  residence  of  his  an- 
cestors, which  had  for  several  years  been  occu- 
pied by  th«  late  Dowager  Lady  Mackintosh, 
who  Iheld  a  life-rent  of  the  family  mansion." 
The  tenantry  turned  out  and  gave  the  chief  a 
hearty  welcome,  and  in  the  evening  the  hills 
were  lighted  up  with  bonfires.  Lady  Mackin- 
tosh died  on  the  17th  ult.  She  was  the  widow 
of  Sir  .<£neas  Mackintosh,  and  daughter  of  Sir 
Ludovick  Grant  of  Dalvey. 

December  2. — The  death  of  James  Hogg,  the 
Ettrick  Shepherd,  is  announced,  and  the  poet 
is  made  the  subject  of  an  interesting  article. 

Ibid. — An  Auxiliary  Missionary  Society  had  re- 
cently been  formed  in  connection  with  the 
Presbytery  of  Nairn.  The  first  annual  meet- 
ing was  held  on  the  19th  ult.,  and  it  was  an- 
nounced that  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presby- 
tery £66  Is  8d  had  been  subscribed. 

December  16. — "On  Wednesday,  the  9th  inst., 
a  party  of  the  Atala-nta  revenue  cutter,  con- 
sisting of  an  officer  and  four  men,  whilst  dis- 
charging their  duty  in  Strathglass,  were 
attacked  by  a  band  of  smugglers,  about 
fourteen  ih  number,  and  driven  back  with 
great  violence.  One  of  the  men  was  so 
severely  cut  and  bruised  about  the  'head  that 
it  was  found  necessary  to  convey  him  to  Inver- 
ness in  a  cart  for  surgical  aid." 

December  23. — The  death  is  announced  of  Camp- 
bell Mackintosh  of  Dalmigavie,  who  had  been 
50  years  acting  Town-Clerk  of  Inverness,  25 
years  Collector  of  Taxes  for  Inverness-shire, 
and  51  years  in  extensive  'practice  as  procura- 
tor and  land  steward.  He  was  in  his  78th 
year.  A  cordial  appreciation  is  given  of  his 
character.  In  the  same  issue  it  is  announced 
that  the  Town  Couracil  had  resolved  to  appoint 
Mr  Alexander  Shepperd,  solicitor,  as  Town- 
Clerk  in  succession  to  Mr  Mackintosh.  Mr 
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George  Cameron  gave  in  his  resignation  as 
Town  Chamberlain,  and  Mr  Robert  Smith  was 
appointed  to  the  office  in  his  stead. 
December  30. — Towards  the  close  of  the  year  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.,  died  at 
the  age  of  81.  In  the  departments  of  trade, 
agriculture,  and  finance,  Sir  John  had  per- 
formed services  which  made  him  one  of  the 
conspicuous  men  of  his  time.  The  work  by 
which  he  is  now  best  remembered  is  the  Old 
Statistical  Account  of  Scotland.  "This  work 
was  first  commenced  in  1790.  It  was  prose- 
cuted uninterruptedly  for  seven  years,  during 
which  a  correspondence  was  carried  on  with 
all  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
amounting  to  nearly  1000  ;  and  it  was 
brought  successfully  to  completion  by  the 
gradual  publication  of  twenty-one  thick  octavo 
volumes,  in  which  a  separate  account  is  given 
of  every  parish  in  North  Britaim." 
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No.   XH. 

The  year  1836  was  much  less  exciting  in 
Parliament  than  its  immediate  predecessor. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  regarding  the 
Irish  Church  had,  however,  left  acute  symp- 
toms, and  in  the  North  of  Scotland  Protestant 
feeling  ran  high.  For  England  the  Tithes 
Commutation  Act  was  passed.  An  import- 
ant step  was  the  reduction  of  the  tax  on 
newspapers  from  fourpenee  a  sheet  to  a 
penny.  "  This  reduction,"  says  Ransome, 
"  forms  an  epoch  in  the  development  of  the 
press.  For  a  time  the  gross  amount  of  duty 
fell ;  but  the  circulation  increased  so  rapidly 
that  in  1854  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  were  as 
much  as  at  the  old  rate."  In  this  year  also 
Parliament  began  to  publish  its  own  div'sion 
lists.  "  Hitherto  these  had  been  published 
on  hearsay  and  without  Parliamentary 
authority,  and  the  right  to  keep  them  private 
had  been  jealously  guarded  by  members." 
But  the  constituencies  called  into  being  by 
the  Reform  Act  considered  that  they  had  a 
right  to  know  how  their  representatives 
voted. 

Locally  two  changes  of  interest  occurred  : 
a  direct  service  of  steamers  was  established 
with  London,  and  a  daily  mail  coaoh  began 
to  run  between  Inverness  and  Perth.  Up 
till  this  time  there  was  only  a  passenger  coach 
on  the  Highland  road,  running  twice  a  week 
in  winter  and  three  times  a  week  in  summer. 
Now,  we  are  told,  with  pardonable  gratifica- 
tion, that  a  person  "  might  dine  in  Edinburgh 
one  day  and  breakfast  in  Inverness  the  next." 
The  Duke  of  Gordon,  the  last  male  represen- 
tative of  the  old1  line,  died  this  year. 


From  the  "  Inverness  Courier." 
1836. 

January  6. — A  meeting  was  held  at  Inverness  of 
what  was  called  "  The  Northern  Protestant 
Association."  It  had  been  formed  to  main- 
tain Protestant  interests,  which  were  supposed 
to  be  threatened  by  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  the  Irish'  Church. 
Prominent  men  in  Inverness  and  neighbour- 
hood disapproved  of  the  Association,  and 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  angry  controversy. 

January    11. — The   elders,    managers,    and   male 
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communicants  of  the  East  Church  met 
for  the  purpose  of  electihg  a  pastor. 
Provost  Fraser  was  in  the  chair,  and  moved 
the  election  of  the  Rev.  David  Campbell, 
minister  of  Glenlyon,  Perthshire.  Bailie 
George  Mackay  moved  the  election  of  the  Rev. 
Archibald  Cook,  of  Bruan.  The  vote  stood — 
for  Mr  Campbell,  33;  for  Mr  Cook,  25.  Mr 
Campbell  was  declared  duly  elected.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  a  dispute  which  ended  in 
the  erection  of  the  North  Church. 
Ibid. — A  pontage  of  a  halfpenny  was  charged  at 
this  time  on  every  stranger  passing  the  two 
bridges.  A  pontage  was  also  levied  on  the 
peat-carts  coming  from  the  country,  but  their 
owners  were  turning  sulky  and  refusing  to 
pay.  A  man  named  Munro  commenced  an 
action  for  damages  in  the  Sheriff  Court  against 
the  tacksman  of  the  Petty.  Customs  at  the 
Stone  Bridge,  who  had  detained  his  horse  and 
cart.  The  case  was  brought  before  the  Town 
Council  by  the  tacksman,  and  it  was  agreed 
that,  to  prevent  his  levying  a  pontage  on 
peats  in  future,  a  sum  of  £2  should  be  allowed 
him. 

January  20. — A  formidable  fish  was  captured  at 
Ardjachie,  near  Tain.  It  was  pronounced  to 
be  a  shark.  Its  length  is  given  as  8  feet  1  inch 
and  girth  4  feet  9  inches. 

January  27. — It  is  stated  that  tie  Earl  of 
Aboyne  had  recently  purchased  the  estate,  of 
Glengarry. 

Ibid. — The  opening  of  the  Ladies'  Female  School 
in  its  new  building  is  reported.  The  United 
Charities  Institution  combined  in  one  establish- 
ment the  Work  Society  (for  aged  female  in- 
dustry), the  Clothing  Society,  the  Female 
School,  the  Infant  School,  and  the  Observa- 
tory. The  school  was  opened  with  a  proces- 
sion of  children.  It  is  stated  that  "afterwards 
a  number  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  visited 
the  Observatory,  when  the  telescope  was 
mounted,  and  some  other  opticaj  instruments 
were  exhibited  for  the  entertainment  of  visi- 
tors." 

February  10. — "Died,  at  Dalbreck,  on  the  25th 
of  January,  George  Jeffrey,  Esq.,  late  of  New 
Kelso,  in  the  79th  year  of  ibis  age.  It  has 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  men  in  the  world  to 
have  been  so  universally  esteemed  as  Mr 
Jeffrey  was.  Neither  old  nor  young  came 
within  the  pale  of  his  acquaintance  who  did 
not  cherish  an  affectionate  regard  for  him. 
His  remains  were  borne  a  distance  of  forty 
miles,  on  the  shoulders  of  his  countrymen,  to 
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the  Churchyard  of  Lochcarron,  where  they 
were  interred  amidst  the  sorrowing  regret  of 
hundreds,  who  had  gone  through  life  with 
him,  who  had  shared  his  friendship  and  en- 
joyed his  society.  .  .  .  For  the  last  fifty 
years  his  word  was  law  in  the  populous  coun- 
try of  Lochcarron." 

February  24. — "We  are  glad  to  learn  that  Inver- 
ness has  been  constituted  a  bonding  port  for 
wines,  spirits,  and  timber  directly  imported, 
and  for  all  other  goods  carried  coastwise  for 
home  consumption,  with  the  exception  of  silks 
and  tobacco.  This  concession  by  the  Treasury 
will  be  higldy  beneficial  to  the  trade  of  this 
town  and  neighbourhood."  The  same  issue 
records  the  presentation  of  plate  to  Mr  Alex- 
ander Mactavish,  solicitor,  in  recognition  of 
his  political  services  to  the  Conservative  partv 
at  the  last  county  election. 

March  2. — A  new  steam  vessel,  "The  Duchess  of 
Sutherland,"  had  been  brought  to  the  Moray 
Firth,  to  ply  between  Inverness  and  London. 
She  is  described  as  a  handsome,  well-equipped 
boat,  and  a  fast  sailer.  "  We  congratulate  the 
public,"  says  the  editor,  "on  the  commence- 
ment of  this  new  source  of  communication, 
which  promises  to  be  highly  advantageous  to 
the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  North  of  Scotland." 

Ibid. — The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the  United 
Kingdom  was  conferred  on  Colin  Mackenzie, 
Esq.  of  Kilcoy,  with  remainder  to  his  second 
son,  Evan  Mackenzie. 

March  9. — Mr  Stewart  Mackenzie  of  Seaforth 
presented  a  petition  to  Parliament  from  pro- 
prietors and  occupiers  of  land  in  the  counties 
of  Ross  and  Cromarty,  complaining  of  agricul- 
tural distress.  Among  the  remedies  suggested 
by  Seaforth  was  the  removal  of  taxes  on  agri- 
cultural seeds  (clover,  tares,  and  linseed), 
which  were  then  subject  to  duty.  It  was 
stated  that  the  duty  on  clover  seed  alone 
amounted  to  £5600  'per  annum. 

March  16. — The  question  of  the  election  of  a 
minister  came  again  before  a  meeting  in  the 
East  Church — Provost  Fraser  in  the  chair. 
The  vote  on  this  occasion  showed  64  par- 
ishioners for  Rev.  Mr  Campbell  and  48  for 
Rev.  Mr  Cook,  giving  the  former  a  majority 
of  16.  The  votes  of  other  ten  non-parishion- 
ers were  tendered  for  Mr  Cook,  but  the  Ses- 
sion held  that  the  votes  of  non-residents  could 
not  be  received. 

Ibid. — '"Mr  Mackintosh  of  Raigmore  has  very 
handsomely  consented  to  feu  out  a  site  for 
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the  new  church  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river, 
immediately  opposite  to  Fraser  Street.  The 
situation  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  town, 
and  will  prove  very  convenient  for  the  in- 
habitants of  both  sides  of  the  river." 

Marcb  23. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
announced  his  intention  to  bring  forward 
changes  in  the  Stamp  Acts.  Among  others, 
the  newspaper  stamp  duty  was  to  be  reduced 
from  4d,  with  twenty  per  cent,  discount,  to 
one  penny  without  discount. 

Ibid. — There  was  great  delight  at  the  success  of 
the  first  trip  of  the  steamer  Duchess  of 
Sutherland  from  Inverness  to  London.  One 
tenant  in  the  neighbourhood  had  shipped  61 
sheep  for  the  London  market,  and  realised 
fully  7s  a  head  more  than  he  could  have  ob- 
tained for  them  in  the  North.  Another  had 
shipped  ten  stots,  which  brought  from  £3  to 
£3  10s  more  than  they  would  have  realised 
hero  if  they  had  been  kept  till  the  end  of 
April.  "These  favourable  sales  have  stirred 
up  a  desire  among  our  Northern  agriculturists 
to  rear  fat  stock  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  that  the  trade  will  go  on  pros- 
perously. One  immediate  effect  will  be  a  rise 
in  the  price  of  be«f  and  mutton  in  our  local 
markets^  but  this  will  only  be  temporary,  and 
will  be  more  than  compensated  by  the  in* 
creased  spirit  and  advantage  which  the  trade 
will  confer  on  the  agriculture  of  the  whole  of 
the  North  of  Scotland." 

March  30. — Rev.  Mr  Campbell,  Qlenlyon,  has 
accepted  the  appointment  of  minister  to  the 
East  Church,  Inverness.  Rev.  John  Ken- 
nedy, of  Inverness,  was  ordained  a  fortnight 
before  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  a  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Aberdeen.  The  Directors  of 
the  Sessional  School  at  Nairn  had  acquired  a 
site.  Subscriptions  for  the  school  are  ac- 
knowledged in  several  issues. 

April  6. — An  Indian  "Nawab"  was  executed  some 
time  before  for  the  murder  of  a  brother  of  Mr 
James  B.  Fraser,  of  Reelig,  Inverness-shire. 
There  is  some  account  of  the  incident  in  this 
number.  A  full  statement  of  the  case  was 
written  for  "Blackwood"  by  Lord  Lawrence 
when  he  was  shooting  tenant  of  Reelig  in  1877. 
It  appeared  in  the  number  of  the  magazine  for 
January  1878.  Lawrence  was  in  1836  Magi- 
strate of  an  Indian  district  adjoining  fir 
Fraser's,  and  helped  to  bring  the  assassin  to 
justice. 

Ibid. — The  Rev.  Allan  Mackenzie  was  ordained 
and  admitted  as  pastor  of  the  parish  of  Kil- 
muir-Wester. 


1836]        File  of  Inverness  Courier.  183 


April  13. — A  meeting  was  held  to  give  a  fresh 
fillip  to  the  Mechanics'  Institution,  which  had 
to  some  extent  languisheu.  The  Society  had 
on  hand  a  sum  of  £59,  and  the  library  con- 
tained eighty  volumes.  It  was  .now  expected 
that  the  institution  would  "enter  on  a  new 
and  more  extended  field  of  usefulness."  A 
resolution  declared  it  to  be  highly  expedient 
that  a  portion  of  the  funds  should  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books  exclusively  devoted 
to  science  and  its  application  to  the  arts.  Lec- 
tures on  scientific  subjects  had  been  delivered 
and  were  to  be  continued. 

April  27. — The  right  of  shooting  over  extensive 
districts  in  the  county  of  Sutherland  is  adver- 
tised as  to  let.  The  districts  are  seven  in 
number — Achintoul,  Gairnsary,  Shiness,  Big- 
house,  Armadale,  Strathnaver,  and  Aultna- 
harrow.  The  shooting  carried  with  it  liberty 
of  angling  in  rivers  and  lakes,  and  the  ad- 
vertisement added  that  "the  right  to  shoot 
Bed  Deer,  under  certain  limitations,  will  be 
added  to  each  district." 

May  3. — A  singular  complaint  came  before  the 
Synod  of  Ross.  The  minister  of  Kinlochluichart 
stated  that  on  the  day  appointed  by  last  As- 
sembly for  humiliation  and  fasting,  the  pro- 
prietor of  Kilcoy  passed  by  the  church  of 
Kinlochluichart  attended  by  a  servant  and 
loaded  cart.  This  conduct  the  minister  con- 
sidered to  be  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  the 
proprietor  in  question  was  an  office-bearer  in 
the  Ohurch  of  Scotland.  The  minister  sent 
a  complaint  to  the  Presbytery  of  Chanonry, 
where  the  delinquent  resided,  but  that  Presby- 
tery had  taken  no  notice  of  it.  Rev.  Mr  Sage, 
Resolis,  on  behalf  of  the  Presbytery,  defended 
their  resolution  to  take  no  action,  but  he  did 
not  carry  the  Synod  with  him.  On  the  con- 
trary, Rev.  Mr  Garment  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion,  which  was  unanimously  agreed 
to: — "That  the  Synod  sustain  the  petition  and 
approve  of  the  zeal  of  the  Session  of  Kinloch- 
luichart in  maintaining  the  discipline  of  the 
Church,  and  instruct  the  Session  of  Knock- 
bain,  and,  failing  them,  the  Presbytery  of 
Ghanonry,  to  proceed  in  the  business  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  Church."  The  editor, 
in  commenting  on  the  case,  stated  that  "the 
public  feeling  here  is  almost  'universally  op- 
posed to  the  step  of  the  venerable  Synod." 
A  letter  in  the  next  issue  states  that,  when 
the  incident  occurred,  the  gentleman  had  been 
returning  from  his  hill  property,  where  he  had 
been  staying  for  some  days,  and  was  not  even 
aware  that  the  day  was  a  fast  day. 
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Ibid. — The  directors  of  the  Inverness  Academy 
voted  a  sum  of  £15  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  Museum  .by  a  complete  British 
herbarium  and  a  local  mineralogical  collec- 
tion. Mr  George  Anderson  was  appointed 
curator.  He  already  possessed  a  set  of  speci- 
mens illustrative  of  the  geology  of  a  large 
district,  and  he  hoped,  with  the  help  of  Mr 
William  Stables,  Cawdor  Castle ;  the  Rev.  Mr 
Gordon,  of  Birnie,  and  other  friends,  to  make 
a  complete  set  of  British  flora,  all  properly 
named  and  arranged,  and  embracing  about 
2000  specimens. 

May  11. — The  steamers  advertised  for  the  sum- 
mer sailing  on  Loch-Ness  bore  the  names  of 
"Helen  Macgregor"  and  "Rob  Roy."  Captain 
Turner  was  in  command  of  the  "Helen  Mac- 
gregor," and  Captain  Munro  of  the  "Kob 
Roy." 

May  18. — The  workmen  engaged  in  repairing 
Dornoch  Cathedral  raised  up  a  few  days  before 
a  handsome  stone  coffin,  which  was  found 
buried  in  the  choir.  Some  of  the  bones  were 
entire,  and  covered  with  fragments  of  leather, 
which  led  to  the  belief  that  leather  had  been 
used  as  a  winding  sheet.  The  body  of  the 
coffin  was  formed  of  one  entire  stone,  and  its 
lid'  of  another.  On  the  outside  of  the  latter 
was  cut  the  figure  of  a  knight  and  of  a  lion 
couchant.  The  remains  were  supposed  to  be 
those  of  Richard  Murray,  brother  of  Bishop 
Gilbert  Murray,  slain  at  Embo  in  a  battle  with 
the  Danes  in  1245. 

May  23. — A  correspondent  gives  a  lamentable 
account  of  destitution  in  the  Island  of  Lewis. 
The  weather  there  (and  elsewhere)  had  been 
very  bad  throughout  the  spring.  Even  in 
April  there  was  hail,  frost,  and  snow,  accom- 
panied by  cutting  gales  from  the  north-east. 
It  was  computed  that  in  the  Lews  700  head 
of  stock,  including  horses,  had  died,  besides 
several  thousand  sheep.  Scarcely  any  lambs 
had  survived.  "The  part  which  has  suffered 
most  is  the  parish  of  Barvas,  where  almost 
300  cattle  died,  exclusive  of  sheep.  The 
island  is  reduced  to  a  state  of  dearth  and 
desolation  that  is  heart-rending  to  contem- 
plate." A  fund  was  raised  in  Edinburgh  to 
lorward  meal  and  potatoes. 

Ibid. — The  estate  of  Lakefield  was  sold  to  Miss 
Fraser,  Bruiach,  at  the  upset  price  of  £8000. 

June  1. — The  death  of  the  Ihike  of  Gordon, 
prominent  in  his  father's  lifetime  as  the  Mar- 
quis of  Huntly,  is  announced.  Born  in  Feb- 
ruary 1770,  he  was  sixty-six  years  of  age. 
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"The  Duke  of  Gordon  was  in  apjpearance  and 
deportment  the  very  beau  ideal  of  a  British 
nobleman,  and  notwithstanding  all  recent 
political  divisions  and  bitterness,  he  con- 
tinued 'Cock  of  the  North,'  and  with  Whig 
and  Tory  was  still  the  most  papular  peer  in 
Scotland.  He  was  generous,  affable,  and  high 
spirited.  He  possessed  an  inexhaustible  fund 
of  gaiety  and  good  humour,  and  was  the  life 
of  all  festive  parties."  The  Duke  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Brodie  of  Arnhall,  but  without  issue.  Thus 
the  title  for  a  time  became  extinct.  "The 
Earl  of  Aboyue  (born  June  28,  1761),  though 
a  very  distant  relative,  succeeds  to  the  ancient 
title  of  Marquis  of  Huntly.  The  princely  resi- 
dence of  Gordon  Castle  and  landed  property  of 
the  value  of  £30,000  per  annum,  go  to  the 
Duchass-Dowager  of  Richmond,  his  Grace's 
eldest  sister,  and  on  her  decease  to  her  de- 
scendants, in  whose  family  it  is  entailed." 
The  Duke  died-  in  London,  but  his  remains 
were  conveyed  to  the  North,  and  interred  in 
Elgin  Cathedral. 

June  8. — The  General  Assembly  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland  censured  one  of  its  ministers  be- 
cause he  had  attended  a  public  dinner  given 
at  Glasgow  to  Daniel  O'Connell. 
June  15. — This  issue  contains  a  long  and  inter- 
esting report  of  the  funeral  of  the  Duke  of 
Gordon,  which  took  place  on  Friday,  10th 
June.  The  remains  were  conveyed  with  great 
ceremonial  from  Gordon  Castle  to  Elgin 
Cathedral.  It  was  computed  that  at  least 
8000  persons  were  present.  The  account 
closes  with  the  statement  that  the  Duke  had 
left  to  his  widowed  Duchess  £80,000  in  money 
on  the  estate,  and  £5000  a  year  for  life,  with 
Huntly  Lodge  as  a  jointure  house. 
June  22. — At  the  Inverness  anniversary  of  the 
Northern  Missionary  Society,  the  collection 
amounted  to  £30  16s  4d.  and  subscriptions  to 
£18  14s  8d— total,  £49  11s. 
Jlnne  29. — It  is  announced  that  the  principal  part 
of  the  fortune  of  the  late  Sir  William  Fettes, 
including  the  estate  of  Redcastle,  and  amount- 
ing in  all  to  about  £400,000,  is  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  foundation  of  an  educational 
establishment  to  be  called  tlie  Fettes  Institu- 
tion. A  few  other  bequests,  of  comparatively 
small  amount,  -were  left  in  the  will. 
July  6. — The  establishment  of  a  daily  mail  to 
Inverness  by  the  Highland  road  from  Perth 
had  long  been  desired,  but  was  only  now 
granted.  The  service  began  on  5th  July.  An 
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advertisement  informs  the  public  that  the 
mail  coach  "will  leave  the  George  and  Star 
Hotels,  Perth,  every  evening  at  nine  o'clock, 
and  reach  Inverness  at  half-past  ten  o'clock 
a.m.  ;  will  also  leave  the  Caledonian  and 
Royal  Hotels,  Inverness,  every  morning  at 
nine  o'clock,  and  arrive  at  Perth  at  half-past 
ten  o'clock  p.m.,  thus  performing  the  journey 
in  13i  hou's."  In  the  case  of  the  South-going 
mail,  half-an-hour  was  allowed  at  Dalwbinnie 
for  dinner.  In  consequence  of  the  change  the 
"Courier"  was  now  published  on  Wednesday 
morning  instead  of  Wednesday  evening.  The 
mail  from  Aberdeen  remained  as  before. 
July  13. — There  is  an  interesting  article  on  im- 
proved travelling  in  the  Highlands.  Since  the 
new  Post-office  arrangement,  it  is  'pointed  out, 
a  person  might  dine  in  Edinburgh  one  day  and 
breakfast  in  Inverness  lue  next.  The  mail 
coach  left  Edinburgh  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  reached  Inverness  at  half-past 
ten  next  morning.  This  expedition  seemed 
extraordinary.  It  "would  have  seemed  im- 
probable twenty  years  ago,  and  sixty  years 
since  would  have  been  pronounced  impossible." 
The  writer  recalls  the  experiences  of  travel- 
ling from  Edinburgh  by  post-chaise,  which  the 
older  townsmen  would  remember.  The  first 
day  the  party  dined  at  Kinross  and  supped  at 
Perth ;  the  next  day  they  breakfasted  at 
Inver,  near  Dunkeld;  and  so  they  proceeded 
by  Moulinearn,  IBlair,  Dalwhinnie,  &c.,  "hus- 
banding the  poor  horses  till,  on  the  fifth  morn- 
ing, if  the  vehicle  held  good,  the  party  was 
safely  deposited  in  this  town."  The  remini- 
scences of  more  recent  times  between  Perth 
and  Inverness  are  also  amusing.  "The  Cale- 
donian coach  was,  we  believe,  for  some  years 
a  truly  accommodating  vehicle.  The  driver 
did  not  hesitate  to  give  his  passengers  'a  blink 
of  the  afternoon'  to  discuss  a  bottle  of  port, 
or  a-n  extra  tumbler  of  whisky  punch,  or  to 
drive  the  vehicle  a  few  miles  off  the  road  to 
oblige  a  lady,  or  an  inquisitive  tourist,  who 
might  happen  to  be  a  bit  of  an  antiquary  or  a 
lover  of  the  picturesque.  At  length,  how- 
ever, the  utilitarian  principle  came  into  active 
operation  ;  travelling  began  here,  as  elsewhere, 
to  be  systematised,  as  time  came  to  be  con- 
sidered of  greater  value ;  and  accordingly  for 
the  last  ten  years  the  Caledonian  coach,  twice 
a  week  in  winter  and  thrice  in  summer,  wound 
its  way  by  rock  and  stream,  through  the  de- 
files of  Badenoch  and  the  Grampians,  and  on 
"by  the  Tummel  and  Garry,"  with  the  usual 
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plodding  regularity  and  expedition  of  a  long 
or  heavy  coach  in  any  other  part  of  the  king- 
dom. During  the  summer  and  autumn 
months  it  was  crowded  with  tourists  and  their 
baggage,  a  motley  catalogue  of  guns,  fishing 
rods,  pointers,  creels,  and  baskets.  This  use- 
ful vehicle,  which  in  its  day  had  the  honour  of 
introducing  among  our  mountains  some  very 
distinguished  individuals,  including  Southey, 
Sir  Humphry  Davy,  and  many  other  names 
eminent  in  literature  and  science,  was  with- 
drawn last  week  to  make  room  for  a  daily 
mail  coach,  spick  and  span  new,  with  new 
guards  in  new  liveries,  and  horses  that  find  no 
difficulty,  even  at  the  ugly  pass  of  Sloch- 
muich,  in  clearing  nine  miles  an  hour.  For 
this  we  have  to  thank  Lord  Lichfield  and  the 
General  Post-office." 

July  20. — A  paragraph  records  the  unexpected1 
death  of  the  Rev.  Donald  Fraser,  of  Kirkhill, 
which  occurred  on  the  12th  inst.  On  the 
morning  of  that  day  Mr  Fraser  attended  a 
funeral  at  Kiltarlity,  and  was  returning  home 
in  a  gig  driven  by  a  boy,  when  the  horse 
stumbled,  and  he  was  thrown  from  his  seat. 
Mr  Fraser  did  not  seem  to  be  seriously  hurt, 
but  he  grew  worse  during  the  afternoon,  and 
expired  the  same  evening  at  eleven  o'clock. 
He  had  burst  a  blood  vessel.  "The  deceased 
was  a  highly  popular  clergyman,  of  great 
talent,  learning,  and  eloquence,  and  of  accom- 
plished manners.  There  was  'Scarcely  a  pnlpit 
within  the  wide  circle  of  the  Northern  Coun- 
ties in  which  his  virtues  were  not  eulogised 
last  Sunday,  in  language  which  came  from  the 
heart,  and  awakened  kindred  emotions  on  the 
part  of  the  congregation."  The  deceased  was 
in  the  54th  year  of  his  age,  and  succeeded  his 
father  as  minister  of  the  parish  of  Kirkhill 
in  1802. 

Ibid. — The  Sheep  and  Wool  Market  took  place 
the  previous  week.  "Thursday  and  Friday 
were  the  appointed  days,  but  it  was  Saturday 
before  the  principal  lots  changed  owners,  or 
any  idea  of  the  prices  likely  to  prevail  could 
be  obtained."  The  market  was  thus  settling 
into  the  position  which  still  exists,  except 
that  Thursday  has  long  been  a  mere  nominal 
day.  The  market  of  1836  was  good  both  for 
sheep  and  wool.  On  Cheviot  wedders  there 
was  an  advance  over  the  previous  year  of  from 
15  to  20  per  cent.,  and  on  lambs  of  from  Is  to 
2s  per  head.  On  ewes,  Cheviot  and  black- 
faced,  there  was  a  slight  fall.  On  the  best 
clips  of  Cheviot  wool  there  was  a  rise  of  from 
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4s  to  5s  per  stone.  Prices  are  quoted  as  fol- 
lows: — Cheviot  wedders,  24s  to  31s  6d; 
ewes,  16s  to  19s ;  lambs,  9s  to  14s ;  blackfaced 
wedders,  15s  to  21s ;  ewes,  9s  to  12s ;  lambs, 
8s  6d  to  lls.  Wool — laid  blackfaced,  10s  to 
?2s  per  stone  of  24  Ibs.  ;  unlaid,  12s  6d  to 
14s.  Unwashed  cross-bred,  12s  6d  to  14s ; 
washed,  14g  to  16s.  Unwashed  Cheviot,  17s 
to  18s ;  washed,  21s  to  25s.  The  inns,  we  are 
told,  were  crowded  before  all  former  example. 
Public  ordinaries  were  held  in  the  Caledonian 
and  Royal  Hotels,  and  there  was  a  talk  of 
combining  them  in  the  Northern  Meeting 
Rooms.  It  was  also  suggested  that  there 
should  be  a  register  of  buyers  and  sellers,  that 
they  might  be  able  more  easily  to  pick  one 
another  up. 

July  27. — It  is  announced  that  Mr  Edwaid 
Ellice,  junior,  had  withdrawn  from  the  tposi- 
tion  of  prospective  candidate  for  the  Inver- 
ness Burghs,  as  it  was  his  object  to  stand  for 
the.  Fife.  Burghs,  and  with  every  prospect  of 
success.  Mr  Roderick  Macleod  of  Cadboll, 
then  member  for  Sutherland,  "a  long-tried  and 
consistent  friend  of  LiBeral  principles,"  offered 
himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  Inverness 
Burghs. 

August  10. — A  young  maoi,  a  sailor,  was  found 
stabbed  on  the  river  bank,  above  the  Stone 
Bridge,  and  died  of  his  wounds.  Inquiries 
led  to  the  arrest  of  a  youth  named  Mackin- 
tosh, nicknamed  Sheely,  who  is  described  as 
a,  prowler.  There  had  been  a  scufflle  in  the 
Haugh,  in  which  soldiers  and  sailors  were  con- 
cerned, and  Mackintosh  was  accused  of  having 
used  a  clasp-knife. 

August  17. — A'  petition  was  presented  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Sir  George  Sinclair  for 
the  institution  of  a  Gaelic  Professorship  in 
one,  at  least,  of  the  Scottish  Universities.  It 
was  signed  by  500  persons  resident  in  London 
and  its  suburbs.  Many  years,  however,  were 
to  pass  before  a  Celtic  chair  was  founded,  not 
by  Government,  but  through  the  efforts  of  Pro- 
fessor Blackie. 

August  31. — Major  Gumming  Bruce  of  Dnnphail 
announces  that  he  intends  at  next  election  to 
withdraw  from  the  representation  of  the  In- 
verness Burghs.  The  candidate  in  the  Con- 
servative interest  was  to  be  Mr  Randoll  Mac- 
kenzie, yr.  of  Scatwell,  who  .had  attained  his 
majority  a  year  before.  At  the  election  of 
January  1835  the  contest  was  very  close,  Con- 
servatives polling  344  and  Liberals  340.  The 
"Courier"  urges  that  at  the  next  contest  both 
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parties  should  endeavour  to  lessen  the  ex- 
penses. "The  former  struggle,"  it  is  said, 
"cost  Major  Gumming  Bruce  and  Mr  Ellice 
about  £lt>00  each — a  sum  which  seems  far  too 
high  considering  the  number  of  the  constitu- 
ency. We  know  it  is  argued  that  the  money 
so  sjpent  circulates  among  the  community  and 
benefits  part  of  them ;  but  we  question 
whether  any  working  man  was  ever  made  rich 
by  such  profusion,  which  strikes  at  the  purity 
of  election,  and  has  a  strong  tendency  to  in- 
duce idleness  and  immorality." 

Ibid. — Two  public  dinners  are  reported  at 
length.  One  was  given  at  Inverness  to  Mr 
Chalk's  Macdougall,  advocate,  who  had  been 
appointed  to  a  post  in  British  Guiana.  The 
other  was  given  at  Elgin  to  Sir  Andrew  Leith 
Hay,  M.P.  for  the  Elgin  District  of  Burghs. 

September  7.— "Died  lately  at  Braenioray,  John 
Ross,  aged  fifty,  a  tenant  on  Lord  Moray's 
property  in  the  district,  known  as  '  Big  Jolui." 
He  was  the  tallest  and  stoutest  man  in  all  that 
country,  being  6  feet  8  inches  in  height,  and 
proportionately  well  built  and  powerful." 

Ibid. — At  the  County  Registration  Court,  Sheriff 
Tytler  was  called  upon  to  decide  the  question 
whether  electors  in  Grantown  should  vote  in 
the  county  of  Inverness.  Tne  Liberal  party 
objected  to  these  votes  on  the  ground  that  the 
district  was  insulated  from  the  main  body  of 
the  county,  and  ought  to  form  part  of  the  com- 
bined counties  of  Nairn  and  Moray  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Reform  Act.  The  decision  de- 
pended mainly  on  the  question  whether  a  farm 
calkd  Laggan  was  in  the  county  of  Inverness 
or  the  county  of  Moray.  After  a  long  hearing 
Sheriff  Tytler  held  that  the  alleged  disjunction 
of  the  Grantown  district  from  the  bulk  of  In- 
verness-shire had  not  been  sufficiently  estab- 
lished. 

September  21. — The  price  of  the  "Courier,"  like 
the  price  of  other  newspapers.,  had  been  until 
now  sevenpence  per  copy.  With  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  stamp  duty  it  was  now  reduced  to 
4Jd.  In  a  note  the  editor  says — "The  stamp 
duty  was  formerly  4d,  with  twenty  per  cent, 
discount ;  it  is  now  a  penny  without  discount ; 
and  if  our  readers  will  take  the  trouole  of  cal- 
culating the  difference,  comparing  the  above 
with  our  former  scale  of  charges,  they  will 
find  that,  besides  the  abatement  of  duty,  they 
have  an  advantage  of  better  than  six  per  cent. 
The  London  weekly  papers,  and  those  of  Liver- 
pool, have  fixed  their  price  at  fivepence. 
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In  Scotland,  however,  fourpenoe-halfpenny  is 
the  almost  universal  charge,  and  we  cheerfully 
go  along  with  our  brethren  in  this  reduced 
price,  trusting  and  confidently  anticipating 
that  by  increased  sales  and  diminished  risk 
and  expenditure,  we  shall  ultimately  find  our- 
selves remunerated  for  the  immediate  loss." 
The  size  of  the  paper  consisted,  as  before,  of 
four  pages,  six  columns  to  the  page,  by-and- 
bye  a  little  widened  and  lengthened.  Ap- 
parently fears  had'  been  expressed  that  the  re- 
duction of  newspapers  to  the  price  of  4Jd 
would  endanger  their  tone  and  character! 
The  editor  gravely  says — "We  do  not  think 
there  is  any  inclination  among  the  great  body 
of  the  people  for  depraved  sources  of  intelli- 
gence or  objects  of  excitement.  They  are  de- 
sirous, as  we  hope  they  will  ever  be,  to  possess 
information  on  all  public  questions,  but  the 
national  mind,  like  the  national  commerce,  is 
in  a  sound  and  healthy  state.  We  do  not  fear 
any  influx  of  worthless  publications  to  injure 
the  morals  of  the  people." 

Ibid. — The  remains  of  the  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  Glengarry  were  interred  on  the  pre- 
vious Friday  in  the  family  burying-ground  at 
Invergarry,  on  the  banks  of  Loch-Oich.  The 
young  chief  was  the  principal  mourner, 
dressed  in  Highland  costume,  and  other  rela- 
tives and  friends  were  present.  The  coffin 
was  brought  by  steamer  from  Glasgow  to  one 
of  the  locks  near  the  burying-ground.  "  The 
effect  of  the  scene,  after  the  coffin  was  taken 
from  the  vessel,  and  conveyed  by  the  clans- 
men, amidst  tl:e  wild  music  and  the  wilder 
hills  and  glens  of  the  country,  was  highly  im- 
pressive, especially  to  the  English  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  passengers  in  the  vessel,  who  for 
the  first  time  witnessed  a  solemnity  of  the  kind 
in  the  Highlands." 

September  28. — There  is  a  long  report  of  the 
trial'  of  the  young  man  Mackintosh,  charged 
with  having  murdered  a  sailor  by  stabbing 
him.  He  was  found  guilty,  with  a  recom- 
mendation to  mercy,  on  account  of  his  youth 
(twenty-one).  Sentence  of  death  was  passed, 
but  was  afterwards  commuted  to  transporta- 
tion for  life. 

Ibid. — "We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  pontage 
charged  to  foot-passengers,  strangers,  passing 
the  bridges  of  the  town,  is  to  be  done  away 
with  in  future.  A  resolution  to  this  effect  was 
passed  at  the  Town  Council  yesterday." 

Ibid. — On  Friday,  the  9th  inst.,  the  Marquis  of 
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Huntly  (until  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Gor- 
don, Earl  of  Aboyne)  paid  a  visit  to  the  Glen- 
garry property  which  ihe  had  recently  pur- 
chased. The  tenantry  presented  him  with  an 
address.  There  was  a  dinner  at  Invergarry 
Inn. 

October  5. — Public  dinners  to  MT  George  Traill 
and  Sir  George  Sinclair,  M.P.,  were  given  at 
Tburso,  and  are  reported.  There  was  also  a 
political  meeting  at  Inverness  to  hear  an 
address  from  Mr  Macleod  of  Cadboll,  M.P. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  at  Forres  it  was  agreed  to 
form  a  company  to  introduce  gas  into  the 
town.  The  old  gaol  at  Forres,  "which  was 
long  ago  condemned  ag  unsafe,"  had  just  been 
taken  down  to  make  room  for  a  new  structure. 

October  12. — A  fatal  accident  occurred  on  Ben- 
Nevis.  Three  young  men  had  climbed  the 
mountain  and  were  coming  down.  One  of 
them,  Samuel  Macdonell,  Fort-William,  who 
had  been  frequently  on  the  Ben,  began  to  slide 
along  certain  parts  of  the  slope.  The  grass, 
however,  was  slippery,  and  the  young  man, 
gathering  momentum,  lost  the  power  of  stop- 
ping, and  his  foot  striking  a  stone,  he  was 
thrown  headlong  into  a  ravine  and  killed.  The 
accident  and  its  accompaniments — such  as  the 
search  for  the  body  by  torchlight — make  an 
impressive  story. 

October  19. — The  county  of  Ross  solicited  the 
Government  to  turn  part  of  Fort-George  into 
a  penitentiary  for  the  use  of  the  Northern 
Counties.  "In  the  present  state  of  the  prisons 
of  the  North  of  Scotland,"  the  report  ran, 
"confinement  within  them  is  productive  not  ot 
good  but  of  unmixed  evil  to  the  community ; 
while  the  public  is  also  subjected  to  a  very 
heavy  expense,  which  would  be  greatly 
diminished  by  the  conversion  of  snich  part  of 
Fort-George  into  a  Penitentiary  as  would 
make  the  change  a  gainful  one  even  in  a 
pecuniary  sense,  although  that  benefit  be  of 
much  less  importance  than  the  moral  good 
which  would  result  from  it."  The  same  meet- 
ing resolvea  to  renew  an  application  for  placing 
a  mail  curricle  on  the  road  from  Dingwall  to 
Lochcarron. 

October  26. — The  steamer  "Duchess  of  Suther- 
land," placed  on  the  route  between  London 
and  Inverness,  was  to  discontinue  plying  after 
14th  November  until  February.  "How  far  its 
voyages  have  hitherto  remunerated  the  pro- 
prietors we  cannot  say,  but  the  public  have 
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been  great  gainers  by  the  speculation."  It  is 
observed  that  passengers  could  now  take  a  trip 
from  the  Thames  to  Inverness  with  as  much 
ease  as  they  could  formerly  sail  to  Margate. 

November  2. — There  is  a  long  report  of  a  public 
dinner  given  to  Lord  Glenelg  in  the  Northern 
Meeting  Rooms.  Mr  Macpherson-Grant  of 
Ballindalloch  was  in  the  chair.  The  company 
numbered  about  260,  and  included  many 
county  gentlemen.  Lord  Glenelg  delivered  an 
eloquent  and  powerful  speech  in  defence  of  the 
policy  of  the  Reform  Government. 

November  2  and  9. — There  was  keen  excitement 
at  the  Inverness  municipal  election  this  year. 
Of  eight  members  elected  to  the  Council  six 
were  Conservatives.  Provost  Fraser  was  de- 
feated in  the  First  Ward.  One  of  the  repre- 
sentatives in  the  Second  Ward,  however,  de- 
clined to  accept  office,  and  Provost  Fraser  was 
elected  without  opposition.  In  the  meantime 
it  occurred  to  some  persons  that  the  Provost 
had  no  occasion  to  retire  from  the  Council  in 
the  first  instance,  as  by  statute  he  was  em- 
powered to  serve  for  not  less  than  three  years, 
and  he  had  been  re-elected  to  the  chair  only 
the  year  before.  The  dispute  lasted  for  several 
weeks.  In  the  end  Mr  John  Ferguson  was 
elected  Provost,  and  Mr  Fraser  retired  from 
the  Council.  The  heat  involved  in  course 
of  the  controversy  almost  led  to  blows. 

November  9. — Dr  John  Smith  was  elected  Pro- 
vost of  Nairn,  Dr  Tulloch  Provost  of  Fortrose, 
and  Mr  William  Dickson  Provost  of  Forres. 

November  16. — A  great  Conservative  demonstra- 
tion in  Ross-shire  is  reported  in  this  issue  to 
the  extent  of  nine  and  a-half  columns — a  large 
proportion  of  a  four-page  newspaper.  The 
gathering  took  the  form  of  a  dinner  which  was 
held  at  Inveraordon,  in  a  flax  factory  at  one 
end  of  the  village.  The  attendance  numbered 
247  persons.  Mr  Duncan  Davidson  of  Tulloch 
was  in  the  chair,  and  the  croupiers  were 
Colonel  Munro  of  Teaninieh  and  Mr  John  Hay 
Mackenzie  of  Oomartie.  Mr  Wilson,  of  the 
Caledonian  Hotel,  Inverness,  purveyed  an  en- 
tertainment which  must  have  taxed  his  re- 
sources, but  for  which  he  received  great  credit. 
A  ship-load  of  provisions  was  broueht  from  In- 
verness. "When  the  tables  were  laid  out,  the 
people  were  admitted  to  take  a  view  of  the 
place ;  and  when  the  whole  was  over  the  dif- 
ferent soups  that  remained  were  again  warmed 
and  distributed,  with  bread,  among  hundreds 
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of  poor  persons.  The  dinner  embraced  every 
variety  and  delicacy,  including  a  plentiful  sup- 
ply of  game  from  hill  and  moor."  The  great 
topic  of  the  speaking  was  the  defence  of 
Church  and  State. 

November  23. — The  Rev.  David  Campbell,  late 
of  Qlenlyon,  was  inducted  as  pastor  of  the 
East  Ck-urch.  Mr  Robert  Ross  was  elected 
Provost  of  Cromarty.  Mr  Hugh  Innes  Came- 
ron was  re-elected  Provost  of  Dingwall.  The 
latter  was  also  entertained  to  a  public  dinner. 

December  7. — A  meeting  of  Commissioners  of 
Supply  was  held  at  Tain  to  discuss  the  state 
of  the  Ross-shire  jails.  The  great  grievance 
was  that  civil  debtors  and  Excise  prisoners 
were  carried  past  the  Dingwall  prison  and 
lodged  in  the  prison  at  Tain,  which  was  quite 
unfit  for  their  accommodation.  Scottish 
prisons  generally  were  still  utterly  inadequate 
either  for  security  or  classification. 

December  28. — A  short  account  is  given  of  a 
series  of  scientific  lectures  which  had  been  de- 
livered in  the  Academy  Hall  by  a  qualified 
lecturer,  Mr  Keir.  The  course  embraced 
optics  and  geology,  and  also  phrenology,  which 
was  at  that  time  engaging  attention.  There 
were  four  lectures  on  geology,  with  illustra- 
tions. 
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No.  XIII. 

The  year  1837  was  notable  for  the  death 
of  King  William  IV.  and  the  accession  of 
Queen  Victoria.  Political  feeling  at  the 
time  ran  high.  A  bye-election  was  caused 
in  Ross-shire  by  the  appointment  of  Seaforth 
as  Governor  of  Ceylon,  and  in  the  contest 
which  followed,  the  Conservative  candidate, 
Mr  Mackenzie  of  Applecross,  won  the  seat 
by  a  large  majority.  At  the  General  Elec- 
tion which  ensued  on  the  accession  of  the 
new  Sovereign,  Applecross  retained  the  seat 
without  a  contest,  and  The  Chisholm  again 
defeated  Mr  Grant  of  Glenmoriston  in  the 
County  of  Inverness.  In  the  Burghs,  Mr 
Macleod  of  Cadboll  secured  the  representa- 
tion for  the  Whigs,  but  not  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. It  is  curious  to  find  that  Forres  was 
then  the  most  Conservative  burgh  of  the 
group.  This  year  there  was  great  distress 
in  the  Western  Highlands  and  Islands,  and 
subscriptions  for  their  relief  were  raised 
throughout  the  country.  In  the  Inverness 
Town  Council  parties  were  very  closely 
divided,  and  the  angry  spirit  which  had  re- 
cently been  exhibited  found  fresh  illustra- 
tion. 

From  the  "Inverness  Courier." 
1837. 

January  4. — Tho  death  is  recorded  of  Captain 
Alexander  Clark,  for  years  master  of  the 
smack  Fame,  trading  between  London  and 
the  Northern  ports.  Captain  Clark  had  an 
adventurous  career.  He  was  born  at  Covesea, 
in  Morayshire,  in  1760,  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  was  pressed1  into  the  naval  service.  He 
served  on  board  the  Fortitude  line-of-battle- 
ship  under  Admiral  Parker,  and  was  present 
at  several  engagements  (among  others  with  the 
Dutch  in  1781  off  the  Dogger  Bank),  and  sub- 
sequently in  the  American  war.  On  returning 
to  Scotland  h«  became  master  of  a  "free  trade" 
lugger,  but  ultimately  gave  it  up  for  more 
regular  service.  As  master  of  the  smack 
Fame,  ihe  enjoyed  great  respect  and  con- 
fidence. An  anecdote  illustrates  his  brave 
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character.  "  While  sailing  between  London 
and  Inverness,  off  the  coast  of  Aberdeen,  a 
large  French  privateer  hove  in  sight,  and  im- 
mediately gave  chase,  which  he  no  sooner 
observed  tlian  he  forthwith  prepared  for  action, 
ordering  his  men  to  the  guns,  and  a  party  of 
soldiers,  who  were  fortunately  on  board,  to 
arms.  The  Frenchman,  on  perceiving  that 
there  was  every  appearance  of  his  receiving  a 
warm  reception,  sheered  off,  to  the  great  morti- 
fication both  of  soldiers  and  seamen.  The  cool 
and  resolute  conduct  he  displayed  on  this  occa- 
sion was  taken  honourable  notice  of  at  Lloyd's 
office,  where  an  account  of  the  matter  was 
posted1."  Captain  Clark  died  at  Oomarty. 

Ibid. — "On  the  llth  November,  at  Strone-Nevis, 
near  Fort-William,  Evan  Macmillan,  aged  one 
hundred  years.  This  veteran,  the  oldest 
pensioner  in  Great  Britain,  entered  the  army 
in  1758,  and  was  severely  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Quebec  under  General  Wolfe,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  became  an  aut-pensioner 
of  Chelsea  Hospital,  and  continued  so  for  the 
period  of  seventy-five  years.  He  retained  all 
his  faculties,  except  his  eyesight,  to  the  last. 
He  used  to  give  a  distinct  account  of  the  siege 
of  Fort-William,  by  the  army  of  Prince 
Charles  in  1745,  and  of  other  events  of  that 
interesting  period,  which  he  had  witnessed." 

Ibid. — Influenza  was  raging  at  this  time  in  the 
North  of  Scotland.  It  is  stated  that  in  Aber- 
deen and  Banff  business  was  almost  suspended 
for  a  time.  In  a  subsequent  issue  it  is  stated 
that  the  epidemic  had  reached  Inverness,  and 
was  very  severe. 

January  18.— An  old  woman  named  Isobel  Noble, 
better  known  as  Ishbel  Mhor,  or  Big  Isobel, 
died  at  the  Maggot,  Inverness,  on  the  llth 
mst.  She  was  born  the  year  after  the  battle 
of  Oulloden,  near  the  fatal  field.  She  was  a 
bit  of  a  character,  and  her  portrait  was  painted 
by  a  local  artist,  Mr  Macinnes,  Chapel  Street. 
Isobel  was  tall,  one  eyed,  and  remarkably 
"plain." 

Ibid. — The  North  Church,  Inverness,  was  opened 
on  the  previous  Sabbath,  when  the  Rev.  Mr 
Cook  preached.  It  is  stated  that  the  church 
had  only  been  commenced  about  six  months 
previously,  and  was  now  nearly  finished,  and 
about  three-fourths  of  the  sittings  taken. 
The  Rev.  Archibald  Cook,  then  at  Reay,  was 
soon  afterwards  called  as  minister. 

Ibid. — "Died,   at  Inverness,   on  the   llth  inst., 
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aged  62,  Mr  Walter  Munro,  Baptist  minister, 
long  known  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of 
Scotland  as  a  faithful  and  laborious  preacher 
of  the  Gospel." 

January  25. — "The  increased  communication  be- 
'tweeo  Inverness  and  the  other  Northern  Coun- 
ties is  strikingly  illustrated  by  the  fact  that 
the  Ferry  at  Kessock,  neai  this  town,  which 
about  twenty-five  years  ago  used  to  be  let  for 
£150  per  annum,  now  draws  in  a  rent  of  £800 
a  year." 

February  1. — A  meeting  was  held  in  Edinburgh 
to  take  into  consideration  the  destitute  con- 
dition of  a  large  part  of  the  Western  High- 
lands and  Islands.  The  crop  of  1835  had'  been 
bad,  and  the  crop  of  1836  still  worse,  causing 
great  distress.  It  was  stated  that  one  pro- 
prietor had  provided  supplies  to  the  amount  of 
£1500.  Reports  of  the  condition  of  affairs  were 
given  from  Skye,  Lochbroom,  the  Long  Island, 
&c.  The  meeting  resolved  to  appeal  for  sub- 
scriptions in  England  as  well  as  Scotland. 

Ibid. — The  "Gazette"  of  January  24th  announced 
the  elevation  of  Thomas  Alexander  Fraser  of 
Lovat  to  the  peerage,  "by  the  name,  style,  and 
title  of  Baron  Lovat  of  Lovat,  in  the  county  of 
Inverness."  On  his  lordship's  return  to  the 
North  a  few  weeks  later,  the  event  was  cele- 
brated with  great  rejoicings. 

Ibid. — On  the  26th  of  January  the  Rev.  Alex- 
ander Fraser,  of  Cawdor,  was  inducted  as 
minister  of  Kirkhill,  in  succession  to  his 
father,  the  late  Donald  Fraser. 

February  15. — In  a  recent  boat  accident  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dunvegan,  in  Skye,  thirteen 
lives  were  lost.  "A  meeting  had  been  called 
by  the  minister  to  receive  information  OB  the 
destitute  state  of  his  poor  parishioners,  so 
widely  scattered  over  that  rugged  country. 
After  it  had  concluded  a  'party,  consisting  of 
fifteen  persons,  left  in  a  boat.  In  endeavour- 
ing to  pass  a  rock  near  the  shore  the  boat 
struck ;  several  tried  to  heave  it  off  the  rock, 
but  the  boat  capsized,  and  thirteen  persons, 
twelve  men  anid  a  woman,  were  drowned.  The 
remaining  two  escaped,  one  by  clinging  to  an 
oar,  and  the  other,  a  female,  by  getting  on  a 
rock,  whence  she  was  removed  after  the  storm 
had  subsided." 

February  22. — There  is  an  account  of  tie  financial 
returns  of  the  steamer  Duchess  of  Sutherland, 
plying  between  the  Moray  Firth  and  London. 
The  first  season  yielded  a  profit  of  only  £195 
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15s  4£d,  and  this  was  regarded  as  rather  dis- 
couraging. The  vessel  had  been  kept  on  too 
long,  namely,  from  March  to  November,  and 
it  was  intended  to  shorten  the  season,  though 
beginning  this  year  in  March.  The  export  of 
live  stock  had  proved  profitable  to  agricultur- 
ists, but  was  'not  sufficient  in  amount  to  be 
satisfactory  to  the  company  running  the, 
steamer.  The  freight  was  accordingly  to  be 
advanced. 

Ibid. — A  violent  gale  from  the  south-west  visited 
the  district  the  previous  Saturday.  "In  the 
County  Buildings  here  no  less  than  twenty-one 
•panes  of  glass  were  blown  in,  while  it  was 
dangerous  to  walk  the  streets,  in  consequence 
of  the  fall  of  slates,  cliinrney-tops,  &c. ,  from 
the  roofs  of  the  houses.  In  the  county  many 
thatched  cottages  were  completely  unroofed, 
and  fences,  haystacks,  and  outbuildings 
thrown  down." 

Ibid. — Operations  had  been  resumed  at  the  lead 
mines  of  Strontian.  From  two  to  three  hun- 
dred persons  were  employed. 

March  1. — A  deplorable  account  is  given  of  the 
state  of  destitution  prevailing  among  the 
people  of  Skye.  "  The  unfavourable  weather 
destroyed  their  peats,  and  they  have  neither 
money  nor  opportunities  to  purchase  coals  or 
wood.  In  this  extremity  the  poor  people  have 
lately  in  some  places  been  driven  to  consume 
their  turf  huts  and  cottages  for  fire.  They 
meet  and  draw  luts  whose  house  is  to  be  taken 
down  for  fuel,  and  afterwards  in  the  same 
manner  determine  which  of  their  number  is 
to  maintain  the  poor  family  deprived  of  their 
home.  Almost  shut  up  by  the  stormy 
elements,  crowding  round  their  miserable  fire 
thus  scantily  and  painfully  supplied — and  with 
only,  at  long  intervals,  a  handful  of  oatmeal 
or  potatoes — we  know  not  that  the  history 
of  the  British  people  ever  presented  such  pic- 
tures of  severe  unmitigated  want  and  misery 
as  are  exemplified  at  this  movement  in  the 
case  of  the  'poor  Highlanders." 

March  8. — The  shootings  of  Auchnasheen, 
Cabuie,  and  Dochsmurckan,  with  the  right  of 
fishing  on  Loch-Rosque  and  Loch-Fannich,  are 
advertised  to  let  on  lease*.  "The  moors,"  it 
is  stated,  "are  well  stocked  with  grouse, 
ptarmigan,  and  blackcock,  and  red  deer  may 
be  found  at  all  times  within  the  bounds,  which 
extend  to  upwards  of  16,000  acres,  or  twenty- 
five  square  miles." 
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Ibid. — The  Town  Council,  by  a  majority  of  11 
to  7  votes,  adopted  a  report  on  the  subject  of 
Dr  Andrew  Bell's  endowment  for  education. 
They  resolved  to  erect  one  principal  school 
for  the  education  of  all  classes,  and  several 
local  schools  for  the  education  of  the  poor. 
The  minority  were  in  favour  of  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  Academy. 

March  22. — A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Inver- 
ness, under  the  auspices  of  the  Town  Council, 
to  assist  in  raising  funds  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
tress in  the  Western  Highlands  and  Islands. 
Provost  Ferguson  was  in  the  chair,  and  liberal 
subscriptions  were  announced.  A  committee 
in  Aberdeen  had  also  arranged  for  a  supply  of 
meal  and  oats.  The  movement  became 
general. 

April  5. — The  appointment  is  announced  of  Mr 
J.  A.  Stewart  Mackenzie  of  Seaforth  to  be 
Governor  of  Ceylon.  This  created  a  vacancy 
in  the  Parliamentary  representation  of  the 
county  of  Ross,  and  two  candidates  were  al- 
ready in  the  field.  Mr  William  Mackenzie  of 
Muirton  came  forward  in  the  Whig  interest, 
and  Mr  Thomas  Mackenzie  of  Applecross  came 
forward  on  behalf  of  the  Conservatives. 

Ibid.— The  new  Catholic  Chapel  in  Huntly  Street 
was  opened  on  the  previous  Sunday  bv  Bishop 
Kyle,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Messrs  Rankin,  of 
Badenoch,  and  Thomas  Chisholm,  of  Strath- 
glass.  Among  the  congregation  on  the  open- 
ing day  were  the  two  Sobieski  Stuarts.  The 
architect  of  the  church  was  Mr  Robertson, 
Elgin. 

April  12. — The  nomination  of  candidates  for  the 
representation  of  the  county  of  Ross  took  place 
on  the  previous  day.  Mr  Hay  Mackenzie  of 
Cromartie  nominated  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Apple- 
cross,  and  Mr  Horatio  Ross  of  Rossie  seconded 
the  motion.  The  nomination  of  Mr  Macken- 
zie of  Muirton  was  made  by  Seaforth  and 
seconded  by  Cadboll.  The  report  of  the 
speeches  on  the  occasion  extends  to  5i  news- 
paper columns.  Mr  Gladstone,  "an  extensive 
West  Indian  merchant,"  was  present,  and 
being  appealed  to  made  some  remarks  in 
criticism  of  the  policy  of  the  Whig  Govern- 
ment. The  Conservative  candidate  said  he 
looked  on  the  contest  "not  as  between  Conser- 
vatives and  self-styled  Liberals,  but  as  a  fierce 
struggle  between  Protestantism  amd  its  hydra- 
headed  enemies."  His  opponent  replied  that 
"he  was  opposed  to  Popery  because  he  thought 
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it  an  enemy  to  civil  liberty ;  but  he  wished  to 
see  it  overcome  by  mild  means — by  the  spread 
of  education — and  he  thought,  with  Dr 
Chalmers,  that  Protestantism  was  best  sup- 
ported not  by  coercion  but  by  spiritual 
weapons." 

Ibid. — "  We  understand  the  extensive  and  beauti- 
ful Highland  estate  of  Glenelg  has  just  passed 
into  the  hands  of  a  new  proprietor.  Lord 
Glenelg  has  disposed  of  it  to  James  Evan 
BaiHie,  Esq.,  formerly  one  of  the  representa- 
tives for  Bristol,  and  at  present  a  banker  and 
mercliant  in  that  city.  Mr  Baillie  purchased 
another  Highland  property  in  Badenoch  from 
the  late  Duke  of  Gordon.  The  estate  of  Glem- 
elg  is  said  to  have  been  sold  for  £77,000." 

April  19. — The  contest  in  Hoss-shire  resulted  in 
favour  of  the  Conservative  candidate.  The 
poll  stood — For  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Applecross, 
307 ;  for  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Muirton,  196 ; 
majority  for  Applecross,  111.  At  the  previous 
election  Seaforth,  as  the  Whig  candidate,  had 
a  majority  of  40.  In  the  same  issue  there  is  a 
report  of  a  public  dinner  given  to  Seaforth  at 
Dingwall  on  his  appointment  as  Governor  of 
Ceylon. 

Ibid. — A  number  of  subscribers  had  made  ar- 
rangements with  the  Magistrates  and  Town 
Council  to  form  a  reading-room  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  Town  Hall.  Certain  improve- 
ments were  to  be  made  on  the  building,  and 
until  these  were  completed  the  subscribers 
were  allowed  the  use  of  the  Northern  Meeting 
Rooms. 

April  26.— Echoes  of  the  Ross-shire  election 
appear  in  this  number.  The  chief  factor  in 
winning  the  seat  appears  to  have  been  the 
Protestant  feeling  aroused  by  the  clergy. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  summary  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  for  High- 
land Roads  and  Bridges.  One  of  the  subjects 
was  the  recent  establishment  of  the  mail  coach 
on  the  Highland  road.  "The  adoption  of  this 
arrangement,  by  which  twenty  hours  in  the 
course  of  the  Northern  post  are  saved,  has 
been  principally  owing  to  the  recent  improve- 
ments at  the  Pass  of  Slochmuich,  which  has 
heretofore  presented  the  most  serious  obstacle 
on  the  line.  The  obstruction  experienced  by 
the  mail  from  snow  in  the  past  winter  has 
been  immaterial,  compared  with  that  sustained 
in  the  far  more  populous  Southern  and  West- 
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era  districts  of  Great  Britain,  and  was,  in 
fact,  little  beyond  what,  it  may  be  anticipated, 
will  be  removed  -by  the  experience  of  two  01 
three  seasons.  The  Commissioners  appear  to 
feel  encouraged  by  this  result,  as  productive 
of  a  most  important  benefit  to  the  country, 
and  confirmatory  of  the  correctness  of  the 
views  with  which  a  survey  of  the  Highland 
line  and  the  adjacent  district  was  directed." 
This  survey  was  carried  out  by  Mr  Joseph 
Mitchell.  In  course  of  the  year  a  stone  bridge 
of  three  arches  over  the  river  Oich  at  Aber- 
chalder  had  been  completed. 

Ibid. — A  steeplechase,  sweepstakes  five  sove- 
reigns each,  was  organised  by  officers  at  Fort- 
George.  The  course  was  a  circuit  of  three 
miles  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Inverness,  the 
horses  starfing  and  finishing  in  the  same  field. 
"It  included  upwards  of  twenty  leaps,  five 
roads,  three  brooks,  eight  fallow  fields,  and 
a  beautiful  run-in  over  grass  laid  for  the  last 
quarter  of  a  mile."  The  race  was  won  in  little 
more  than  ten  minutes.  The  winner  was 
Captain  Towne's  Tramp,  which  "was  jockeyed 
in  splendid  style  by  Captain  Duberly,  and  did 
not  make  a  single  mistake  throughout  the 
race."  During  the  season  there  had  been  a 
good;  deal  of  coursing. 

May  3. — It  is  stated  that  the  Duchess-Countess 
of  Sutherland  is  providing  relief  and  assistance 
for  3000  persons  on  her  estate. 

Ibid.— Mr  John  Edwards,  Sheriff -Substitute,  had 
recently  been  appointed  Receiver-General  of 
Jamaica.  Before  his  departure  a  handsome 
silver  epergne  was  presented  to  him  as  a  mark 
of  respect.  It  bore  the  following  inscription: 
— "Presented  by  landowners  and  inhabitants 
of  the  county  and!  royal  burgh  of  Inverness,  to 
Jdhn  Edwards,  Esquire,  Principal  Sheriff- 
Substitute  of  Inverness-shire,  in  testimony  of 
their  approbation  of  his  conduct  and  character 
as  a  Judge,  their  respect  for  his  talents,  their 
esteem  for  his  private  virtues. — 29th  April 
1837."  The  plate  was  accompanied  by  an 
address,  and  the  presentation  was  made  by 
Mackintosh  of  Mackintosh.  At  the  April 
county  meeting  a  resolution  was  also  passed 
bearing  testimony  to  the  'zeal,  ability,  in- 
tegrity, and  great  legal  knowledge,"  which  Mr 
Edwards  had  displayed  in  his  administration 
of  the  civil  and  criminal  business  of  the 
county. 
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Ibid. — A  small  clay  image  Was  discovered  on  the 
margin  of  a  stream  near  Inverness.  "In  the 
forehead  is  plated  a  needle,  run  far  into  the 
head ;  and  several  pins  and  needles  garnish 
the  lower  parts  of  the  figure.  The  body  and 
arms  are  fastened'  to  the  head  by  means  of  red 
silk  threads,  disposed  in  equal  numbers  on 
each  side."  This  was  a  vindictive  form  ol 
superstition,  of  wliidi  examples  have  been 
found  at  a  m'icl:  more  recent  date. 

May  10.— The  Synod  of  Ross  and  the  Synod  of 
Moray  both  petitioned  against  the  bill  for  the 
abolition  of  Church  rates  in  England. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  notice  of  a  "remarkable 
pamphlet"  by  Mr  Rowland  Hill,  advocating 
the  establishment  of  a  penny  post.  The  facts 
and  figures  are  carefully  noted  and  discussed. 

May  17.— By  t'he  death  of  a  Magistrate,  Bailie 
Stalker,  a  vacancy  had  been  created  in  the 
Town  Council.  The  membership  of  the 
Council  was  thus  equally  divided  between 
Tories  and  Whigs,  ten  on  each  side.  The 
election  of  a  Councillor  ad  interim  revived  & 
slumbering  feud.  The  Conservatives  put  for- 
ward as  their  candidate  Mr  David  Rose,  the 
Whigs  Mr  Kenneth  Douglas.  The  Conserva- 
tives, however,  it  was  evident,  would  have  the 
pasting  vote  of  the  Provost,  and  accordingly 
the  te<n  Reform  candidates  absented  them- 
selves from  the  meeting.  The  other  ten,  how- 
ever, met  and  declared  Mr  Rose  elected.  A 
lawyer  was  present  and  entered  a  protest. 

Ibid. — A  letter  is  published,  written  by  Alexander 
Gray,  a  drover  in  Sutherland  i:i  1739,  de- 
scribing an  attempt  to  take  cattle  from  him 
near  Inverness.  He  was  o.n  his  way  to  Criefl 
fair  with  "a  great  drove."  A  body  of  men  at 
Lochashie  endeavoured  to  secure  a  share,  offer- 
ing even  to  take  "half-a-dozen  or  thereby,"  and 
distmb  him  no  more.  The  attempt  was  made 
in  the  darkness  of  the  night.  Gray  and  Ms 
assistants,  however,  refused,  and  waiting  till 
morning  they  seat  an  express  to  Inverness  to 
borrow  arms  from  gentlemen  of  their  acquaint- 
ance. "  Upon  our  obligation  to  return  the 
arms  or  pay  their  value,  got  A  fine  caise  of 
holsters,  mounted  with  brass,  a  single  hulster, 
likewise  mounted  with  brass,  and  a  ride 
pisstoll,  mounted  with  silver,  which  our 
drovers  carried  in  as  privat  a  manner  as  pos- 
sible, meaning  nothing  but  our  own  defence 
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from  the  frequant  attacts  of  those  thieves  who 
(as  it  appears  to  us)  are  the  only  people 
allowed  by  the  military  to  carry  arms.  This 
precaution  had  the  desyred  effect,  and  we  pro- 
ceeded with  our  cattle.  On  our  return  home 
our  drivers  wlio  carried  pisstolls  were  seized 
by  Colin  Campbell,  Serjeant  in  Captain  Camp- 
bill  off  Carrigys  Company,  logeing  at  Riven 
in  Badenoch,  and  took  away  the  pistolls  and 
threatened  to  putt  themselves  in  prison." 
This,  it  will  be  observed,  was  seven  years  be- 
fore the  battle  of  Culloden. 

June  7. — The  two  preceding  files  are  absent.  It 
is  announced  on  this  date  that  a  new  coach, 
"The  Highlander,"  was  to  run  from  Inver- 
gordon  to  Tain.  A  conveyance  'had  also  'begun 
to  run  to  Strathpeffer.  Coach  'travelling,  we 
are  told,  had  lately  made  rapid  strides  in  the 
Highlands.  A  mail  curricle  had  been  running 
through  the  Great  Glen  since  October. 

June  14. — The  editor  begins  a  series  of  interest- 
ing "Notes  on  the  Road."  The  first  describes 
the  county  from  Inverness  to  Dingwall,  includ- 
ing Brahan  Castle.  The  same  issue  contains 
the  report  of  a  dinner  given  at  Stirling  to  Mr 
W.  H.  Colquhoun,  who  was  Sheriff-Substitute 
for  the  Western  District  of  Perthshire,  and 
had  just  beeo  appointed  principal-  Sheriff- 
Substitute  of  In  vein  ess-shire. 

June  21. — An  interdict  had  been  obtained  from 
Lord  Cunaiingham  against  further  proceedings 
by  the  Inverness  Town  Council  until  the 
vacancy  recently  created  by  one  of  the  Bailies 
was  filled  up  and  completed  in  terms  of  law. 
"The  labours  of  our  local  representatives  are 
thus  put  to  a  stand  for  the  present.  We  pre- 
sume the  Bill  of  Suspension  and  Interdict  will 
be  disposed  of  before  the  rising  of  the  Court 
next  month;  if  not,  the  business  of  the 
Council  may  have  to  lie  over  until  the  annual 
election  in  November." 

Ibid. — The  following  paragraph  is  quoted  from 
an  Aberdeen  newspaper: — "In  the  year  1787 
the  estate  of  Glengarry  produced  £800  a  year ; 
the  present  rental  is  upwards  of  £7000.  In 
1799  the  estate  of  Lastletill,  in  Inverness- 
shire,  was  sold  under  the  authority  of  the 
Court  of  Session  for  £8000;  in  1&4  it  pro- 
duced £80,000.  In  1781  Glenelg,  in  Invernes*. 
shire,  produced  an  income  of  £600  a  year;  in 
1798  it  was  sold  for  £30,000;  in  1811  Lord 
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Glenelg  gave  £100,000  for  it,  and  his  lordship 
lately  sold  it  for  £77,000.  In  1777  Fairburn 
yielded  £700  a  year;  in  1824  it  sold  for 
£80,000.  In  1790  Redcastle  sold  for  £25,000 ; 
in  1824  it  sold  for  the  large  sum  of  £135,000. 
The  rental  of  the  estate  of  The  Obisholm  •was 
£700  in  1783,  and  al  present  exceeds  £5000  per 
annum.  In  1791  the  rental  of  the  Orkney 
Islands  was  £19,000 ;  now  they  produce 
£70,000 ;  and  in  1760  the  rental  of  Argyllshire 
was  under  £20,000,  ivow  £192,000."  There  is 
a  mistake  in  the  above  paragraph.  In  our 
notes  for  1824  it  is  stated  that  the  Right  .Hon. 
Charles  Grant  (afterwards  Lord  Glenelg) 
bought  the  estate  of  Glenelg  in  that  year  for 
£82,000;  but  it  is  added  that  a  few  years 
previously  the  same  estate  fetched  nearly 
£100,000. 

Ibid. — The  ceremony  of  laying  the  foundation- 
stone  of  the  inner  basin  of  the  new  'harbour  at 
Stotfield  Point,  Lossiemouth,  took  place  on 
the  15th  inst.  The  stone  was  liiid  by  Lieut.  - 
Colonel  James  Brander  of  Pitgaveny,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  site,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Trinity  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  and  in  'presence 
of  the  Chairman  and  shareholders  of  the  Har- 
bour Company,  and  representatives  of  the 
burgh  of  Elgin. 

June  28.— King  William  IV.  died  on  the  20th 
inst.,  and  was  succeeded  by  Queen  Victoria. 
The  young  Queen's  declaration  on  assuming 
the  throne  is  described  as  "one  of  the  most 
affecting  and  admirable  State  documents  ever 
penned."  The  proclamation  of  the  new 
Sovereign  was  made  at  the  Market  Cross  of 
Inverness  by  Sheriff  Colquhoun  in  presence 
of  the  Magistrates  a.nd  a  large  gathering  of 
townspeople.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland1  be- 
came King  of  Hanover. 

Ibid. — "The  fine  estate  of  Geam'es,  in  Easter 
Ross,  has  b«en  purchased  by  Mr  Murray, 
banker,  Tain,  for  the  sum  of  £59,000." 

Ibid. — There  is  a  description  of  the  monument  on 
Ben-Bhraggie  to  the  memory  of  the  first  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  which  was  then  in  course  of 
erection.  It  was  subscribed  for  by  the 
tenantry,  by  whom  the  Duke  was  respected 
in  no  ordinary  degree.  The  site  is  almost 
fourteen  hundred  feet  above  sea-level.  The 
pedestal1,  seventy-six  feet  in  height,  was  built 
from  a  design  by  Mr  Burn.  The  stone  was 
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excavated  from  a  quarry  of  hard  red!  sandstone 
found  on  the  spot.  "To  crown  this  magnificent 
pedestal  a  statue  of  equally  gigantic  propor- 
tions is  in  progress.  A  model  of  the  figure 
was  moulded  by  Chantrey,  wliich  contains  an 
admirable  likeness  of  the  kite  Duke,  in  an 
erect  attitude,  as  if  standing  to  speak,  arrayed 
in  the  toga  or  gown.  This  statue  will  be 
thirty  feet  iu  height,  making  with  the  pedestal 
an  elevation  of  a  hundred  and  six  feet,  and 
forming  a  conspicuous  landmark  far  and  near, 
by  sea  and  laud,  on  both  sides  of  the  Moray 
Firth.  The  stone  of  which  the  statue  will  be 
composed  is  found  at  Brora ;  it  is  of  drab 
colour,  which  gradually  whitens  on  exposure. 
The  execution  of  this  work  has  been  entrusted 
by  Sir  Francis  Chantrey  to  the  skilful  and 
practised  hand  of  Mr  Theakstone,  who  also 
constructed  the  monument  to  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland  at  Treutham,  in  Staffordshire. 
....  Although  the  model  of  Chantrey  is 
only  four  feet  in  height,  and  the  statue  will  be 
thirty,  every  line  and  feature  can  be  preserved 
by  the  most  exact  admeasurement,  and  by 
mechanical  processes  which  impose  a  check  on 
each  and  secure  certainty  to  the  whole."  The 
same  issue  contains  an  account  of  the  improve- 
ments effected  on  Dornoch  Cathedral  by  the 
Duchess  of  Sutherland,  from  designs  by 
Chantrey  and  Bura. 

Ibid. — "A  person  ploughing  in  a  field  near  Clash- 
more,  county  of  Sutherland,  on  the  12th  inst., 
turned  up  a  wedge  or  bar  of  gold,  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  three  inches 
long,  and  an  inch  and  a-half  in  breadth. 
There  is  no  engraving  on  the  piece,  but  some- 
thing like  a  stamp  appeal's  on  one  side." 

July  5.-  -Lord  Cunningham  recalled  the  inter- 
dict granted  in  the  case  of  the  Inverness  Town 
Council.  His  opinion  on  tue  merits  was  in 
favour  of  the  validity  of  Mr  Rose's  nomina- 
tion. 

Ibid. — Mr  Innes  of  Sandside  las  laid  out  con- 
siderable sums  in  constructing  a  harbour  at 
his  place,  under  the  direction  of  Mr  Bremner, 
engineer. 

July  12. — "The  salmon  fishing  lias  lately  proved 
very  productive  in  some  of  our  Northern 
itreams.  In  the  river  Beauly  above  a  thou- 
sand salmon  and  grilse  were  taken  in  one 
night." 
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July  19. — At  the  Inverness  Wool  Market,  held 
the  previous  week,  the  trade  in  wool  was 
paralysed  by  a  recent  revulsion  in  the 
commercial  world.  Sheep,  fortunately, 
were  in  more  demand  than  the 
fleece.  They  were  disposed  of  to  the 
value  of  £50,000  or  £60,000  at  fair 
prices.  "The  most  valuable  lot  of  Cheviot 
sheep  in  the  North,  or  perhaps  in  Scotland, 
was  sold  by  Mr  Houston,  Kintradwell,  to  Mi 
Andrew  Lamb,  Liverpool,  at  £1  8s  each  foi 
wedders,  and  18s  for  ewes.  The  former  is  the 
highest  by  Is  obtained  at  the  market ;  last 
year  the  same  stock  of  wedders  were  sold  for 
£1  11s  6d."  The  run  of  prices  was  stated  as 
follows: — Cheviot  wedders,  19s  to  £1  8s; 
cross  wedders,  18s  to  £1  4s ;  blatkfuced  wed- 
ders, 13s  to  16s;  Cheviot  ewes,  14s  to  19s; 
cross  ewes,  12s  to  16s  6d ;  blackfaced  ewes, 
8s  to  12s;  Cheviot  wedcler  lambs,  10s  to  15s; 
cross  wedder  lambs,  9s  to  lls ;  blackfaced 
wedder  lambs,  8s  to  9s  6d.  The  attendance 
of  buyers  from  the  South  was  scarcely  so 
large  as  the  previous  year,  but  the  public 
ordinaries  were  crowded.  "  The  paucity  of 
business  was  an  inducement  to  prolong  the 
festivities,  and  on  Friday  The  Cliisholm  pre- 
sented the  company  [at  the  Caledonian  Hotel] 
with  five  dozen  of  claret.  '  There  was  dis- 
cussion of  a  question  which  had  been  started 
the  previous  year,  as  to  whether  there  should 
be  an  annual  dinner  in  the  Northern  Meeting 
Kooms  to  accommodate  the  visitors  at  the 
two  chief  hotels,  the  Caledonian  and  Royal. 
A  deputation  came  from  the  latter  to  the 
festive  party  in  the  Caledonian  to  recommend 
the  proposal,  but  the  gathering  there  was  in 
no  mood  to  consent.  "  To  put  an  end  to  the 
confusion — for  the  room  was  very  crowded 
and  considerable  excitement  prevailed — The 
Chisholm  proposed  '  Good  Evening,'  and 
the  party  broke  up.  It  was  remarked  that  the 
deputation  was  not  bowed  out,  but  drunk 
out!"  Another  proposal  which  had  been 
mooted  to  draw  up  a,  register  for  the  market 
was  found  to  be  impracticable. 

July  26. — Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the  17th 
inst.,  and  dissolved  the  same  evening.  The 
Inverness  Burghs  were  greatly  excited  over 
the  contest  between  the  Whig  candidate,  Mr 
Macleod  of  Cod-boll,  and  his  Conservative  op- 
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pouent,  Mr  Mackenzie,  yr.  of  Scatwell.  "The 
Magistrates  have  this  evening  sworn  in  con- 
stables to  patrol  the  streets  during  the  night, 
but  we  timsr  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  their 
interference.  .  .  .  There  are,  unfortu- 
nately, several  poor  electors  who,  either  from 
imbecility  or  intemperance,  are  unable  to  take 
care  of  themselves  at  such  a  time  as  the  pre- 
sent ;  and  as  they  generally  vote  with  the 
party  who  have  them  last  in  their  possession 
before  the  poll,  they  occasion  a  constant 
straggle  between  the  rival  partisans.  Let 
our  respectable  townsmen  exert  themselves  to 
preserve  order,  and  secure  to  all  freedom  of 
thought  and  action."  It  is  announced  that  no 
opposition  was  to  be  made  to  the  re-election 
of  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Applecross  for  the  county 
of  Ross.  Sir  Andrew  Leith  Hay  was  re- 
elected  without  opposition  member  for  the 
Elgin  Burghs. 

July  27. — A  second  edition  of  this  date  reports 
the  nominations  for  the  Inverness  Burghs. 
Mr  Fraser  of  Abertarff  nominated  Mr  Mac- 
leod  of  Cadboll,  and  Colonel  John  G.  Boss  of 
Strathgarve  seconded.  Provost  Ferguson  pro- 
posed Mr  Mackenzie,  yr.  of  Scatwell,  and  Dr 
Muuro  seconded.  There  was  warm  contro- 
versy about  the  Protestant  constitution  of  the 
country. 

August  2. — The  result  of  the  contest  in  the 
burghs  is  recorded.  The  totals  were — Mac- 
leod,  336 ;  Mackenzie,  31 1 ;  majority  for  Cad- 
boll,  19.  It  may  be  interesting  to  give  the 
figures  in  the  various  burghs — Inverness,  221 
for  Macleod,  192  for  Mackenzie.  Torres,  55 
for  Macleod,  75  for  Mackenzie.  Nairn,  36  for 
Macleod,  25  for  Mackenzie.  Fortrose,  24  for 
Macleod,  25  for  Mackenzie.  Each  side  put 
forth  its  utmost  efforts.  "From  an  appre- 
hension that  attempts  would  be  made,  or  con- 
tinued, to  carry  off  electors,  the  friends  of  Mi 
Macleod  had  men  stationed  during  the  pre 
vious  night  at  the  different  entrances  to  the 
town.  ...  It  was  understood  that  several 
electors  were  on  board  the  Duchess  of  Suther- 
land steamer,  in  her  passage  from  London ; 
and  as  the  vessel  was  expected  to  arrive 
during  the  afternoon,  many  an  eye  was  turned 
towards  the  Moray  Firth.  About  throe  o'clock 
two  gentlemen  arrived  in  a  post-chaise,  having 
left  tho>  'Duchess'  at  Burghead,  whence  a 
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vehicle  was  in  waiting  to  convey  them  to  In- 
verness ;  they  both  polled  for  Mr  Mackenzie. 
Two  supporters  of  Mr  Macleod,  who  were  on 
board,  had  previously  gone  ashore  at  Banff, 
but  could  obtain  no  vehicle  to  convey  them 
forward."  A  protest  was  read  against  the 
return  of  Ca-dboll. 

Ibid.— The  Hon.  William  Howard  was  returned 
without  opposition  as  member  for  the  county 
of  Sutherland.  Mr  Horatio  Ross  of  Rossie 
was  mentioned  as  a  candidate  for  the  city  of 
Aberdeen,  but  he  was  abroad  at  the  time,  and 
his  party  retired  from  the  contest.  Mr  Ban- 
nerrnan  was  returned  unopposed. 

August  9. — The  contest  for  the  county  occupies 
a  large  part  of  this  issue.  Mr  Fraser  of  New- 
ton proposed  The  Chisholm.  and  Captain 
Shaw,  Culblair,  seconded.  Mackintosh  of 
Mackintosh  proposed  Glenmoriston,  and  Mr 
Macpherson-Grant  of  liallindalloch.  seconded. 
The  result  of  the  poll  was — Chisholm,  303 ; 
Gtenmoriston,  249;  majority  for  Chisholm, 
54.  This  was  exactly  double  the  majority 
which  Chisholm  had  obtained  at  the  previous 
election.  There  were  recriminations  between 
the  two  parties  as  to  undue  influence. 
Chisholm  declared  that  one  of  his  voters  had 
been  carried  away — "  I  do  not  know  where, 
but  he  did  not  come  to  the  poll." 

Ibid. — In  the  united  counties  of  Elgin  ami  Nairn 
th«  Hon.  Colonel  Grant  of  Grant  was  returned 
unopposed.  In  Caithness  Sir  George  Sinclair 
defeated  Mr  George  Traill.  In  the  Northern 
Burghs  Mr  James  Loch  was  elected  without 
opposition. 

August  16. — A  committee  which  had  been 
formed  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the 
late  Duke  of  Gordun  had  met  with  liberal 
support.  The  Earl  of  Moray  offered  a  site  on 
the  Ladyhill  at  Elgin,  which  was  gratefully 
accepted. 

August  23.— A  cast  onder  the  Veto  Act  came 
before  the  Presbytery  of  Tain.  A  consider- 
able majority  of  the  communicants  objected  to 
the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Macbride, 
who  had  been  presented  to  the  pastorate  of 
the  parish  of  Logie-Easter.  The  Presbytery 
were  now  investigating  the  case.  In  the  same 
issue  there  is  an  interesting  series  of  notes  by 
a  visitor  to  the  Island  of  Lews.  The  writer 
was  probably  the  late  Mr  Joseph  Mitchell, 
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O.K.  He  states  that  the  "cutty  stool"  still 
flourished  in  some  parts  of  the  island  in  nil  its 
primeval  glory. 

Ibid. — At  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
Northern  Missionary  Society  at  Dingwall,  the 
collection  at  the  gate  amounted  to  £16  17s  6d, 
and  subscriptions  and  donations  to  £33  18s  6d. 
"  The  meeting  recorded  their  cordial'  concur- 
rence in  the  expressions  of  deep  interest 
minuted  by  the  last  meeting  at  Inverness  in 
the  future  success  of  the  Kev.  John  Macdon- 
aid,  now  about  to  proceed  to  British  India  as 
a  missionary  under  the  direction  of  the  General 
Assembly." 

August  30. — There  is  a  report  of  a  public  dinner 
given  at  Forres  to  Mr  Macleod,  M.P.  Mr 
James  Bell,  surgeon,  was  in  the  chair,  and 
there  were  representatives  from  other  burghs. 
The  editor  states  that  "it  was  perhaps  th* 
most  numerously  attended  public  dinner  that 
ever  took  place  in  that  neat  and  spirited  little 
town."  Mr  Macleod  had  previously  been  en- 
tertained to  a  public  dinner  at  Cromaity. 

Ibid. — A  severe  storm  occurred  the  previous 
week  in  the  Moray  Firth.  A  herring  boat  and 
sloop  w«ie  wrecked  at  Lossiemouth,  and  nine 
lives  were  lost.  Two  boats  were  swamped  in 
Findhorn  bay,  but  the  orews  were  saved  ex- 
cept one  man. 

Ibid. — There  was  correspondence  about  a 
Badenoch  voter  who,  it  was  said,  had  pledged 
himself  to  be  neutral  and  afterwards  voted. 
The  man  himself  writes  in  this  issue  assert- 
ing that  he  violated  no  pledge.  "I  beg  to 
mention,"  he  says,  "that  the  words  used  by  me 
when  hard  pressed  to  pledge  were,  'As  yet  it 
is  my  opinion  that  I  will  not  vote."  I  never 
considered  these  words  as  a  pledge  to  stand 
neutral."  The  distinction  wa«  a  fine  one. 
The  same  issue  gives  a  quotation  from  a  lettei 
written  about  eighty  years  before  by  Bayne  of 
Tulloch  to  Sir  Harry  Munro  of  Fowlis,  re- 
lating to  an  electioneering  contest.  Bayne 
wrote  that  he  had  sincerely  intended  to  sup- 
port Sir  Harry's  interest,  but  toe  was  under 
serious  disadvantages,  particularly  the  wantol 
sight,  which  prevented  his  freedom  of  action ; 
"  for  I  was  led  about  from  place  to  place,  as 
yon  must  have  heard,  and  not  allowed  to  go 
to  my  own  house  until  the  election  was  over.'' 

September     6. — Two     Parliamentary     Commw- 


1837]        File  of  Inverness  Courier.  209 

tioners,  Messrs  Dick  and  Stewart,  met  the 
ministers  of  the  severaJ  religious  congrega- 
tions in  the  town  and  parish  of  Inverness,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  alleged  deficiency  of 
Church  accommodation  for  the  population  at 
large.  Clergymen  of  all  denominations  gave 
evidence.  The  Commission  sat  a  whole  dav, 
from  ten  to  hajf-past  six  o'clock.  There  is 
nothing  of  great  importance  in  the  report,  but 
individuals  who  care  to  refer  to  it  may  find  it 
interesting.  The  North  Church  had  been 
opened,  and  the  West  Church  was  in  course 
of  erection.  The  foundation-stone  of  a  new 
Episcopal  Church  (St  John's)  was  laid  on  31st 
August. 

Ibid. — In  making  the  alterations  and  repairs  for 
the  reading-rooms  in  the  Town  House,  the 
ancient  palladium,  Cliichnacudiiin,  had  been 
sunk  to  the  level  of  the  pavement.  This 
roused  public  sentiment,  and  a  memorial  was 
presented  to  the  Town  Council  for  its  restora- 
tion to  its  old  site.  A  handbill  was  also 
issued,  stating  that  the  "Clachnacuddin  boys" 
would  assemble  and  raise  the  stone  them- 
selves if  the  local  authorities  did  not  under- 
take the  duty  before  the  4th  hist.  Some  time 
previous,  however,  the  Council  had  agreed  to 
proceed  with  the  exhumation,  and  on  the  pre- 
vious Saturday  the  task  was  accomplished.  A 
crowd  assembled  to  celebrate  the  occasion, 
and  a  bottle  of  wine  was  broken  over  the 
stone. 

Ibid. — The  Highland  Society  had  lately  awarded 
a  silver  medal  to  Mr  John  (Jrigor,  nursery  and 
seedsman,  Forres,  for  a  report  on  the  native 
pine  forests  of  Scotland.  The  report  is  made 
the  subject  of  a  column  of  notes. 
Ibid. — As  the  attendance  at  the  Northern  Meet- 
ing had  been  falling  off  for  some  years,  the 
Secretary,  Mr  A.  Fraser,  addressed  the 
stewards  and  permanent  members,  rrquesting 
them  and  their  families  to  make  up  parties  and 
induce  their  friends  to  attend.  The  Secretary 
also  announces  that  it  is  proposed  to  hold 
games  on  the  Thursday  and  Friday  of  the 
MJeeting,  to  afford  outdoor  amusement.  This 
appears  to  have  been  the  beginning  of  the 
present  annual  games  at  the  Northern  Meet- 
ing. 

September  13. — On  the  previous  Friday,  the 
Conservative  electors  of  Forres  and  district 
entertained  the  late  member,  Major  Gumming 
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Bruce,  and  the  unsuccessful  candidate,  Mr 
Mackenzie,  yr.  of  Scatwell,  to  a  public  dinner 
in  the  St  Lawrence  Lodge  Assembly  Rooms. 
Brodie  of  Brodie  wa«  in  the  chair,  and  the 
attendance  numbered  175.  The  editor  re- 
marks that  "public  dinners  are  at  present  the 
rage  in  the  North."  The  newspaper  files  fully 
bear  out  this  statement.  We  have  already 
mentioned  two  dinners  given  to  Macleod  of 
Cadboll ;  other  two  followed,  one  at  Fortrose 
and  another  at  Inverness.  Each  'political  party 
apparently  strove  to  get  up  the  biggest  dinner. 

September  20. — Mr  Charles  Macdougall,  ad- 
vocate, died  at  Georgetown,  Demerara,  on  the 
27th  of  July.  He  was  carried  off  by  yellow 
fever,  which  raged  with  unusual  severity  in 
British  Guiana.  "  His  was  a  hard  fate,  a 
very  extensive  practice  opening  to  him ; 
looking  forward  by  the  next  packet  for  his 
appointment  as  Attorney-General,  the  salary 
of  which  office  had  been  increased  to  £1000 
a  year."  Mr  Macdougall  was  entertained  to 
a  public  dinner  in  Inverness  in  August  1836. 
He  is  described  as  a  townsman. 

Ibid. — "On  the  4th  inst.  some  of  the 
party  at  Flowerdale,  consisting  of  Lords 
Loftus,  Alford,  Jocelyn,  Mr  Mahar,  and 
Captain  Stephenson,  killed  two  magnificent 
stags,  which,  from  their  uncommon  size,  had 
been  the  wonder  of  the  neighbourhood  for  the 
last  two  years.  The  one  (without  head  and 
offal)  weighed  18  and  the  other  17  Duteh 
stones.  The  fat  near  the  hind  part  was  3Jj 
inches  deep.  The  distance  between  the  ei- 
treme  points  of  the  horns  was,  of  the  or/e  34 
fnchea,  of  the  other  29^  inches.  Two  such 
animals,  we  believe,  have  not  been  killetf  in 
the  Highlands  for  many  years." 

Ibid. — At  the  Circuit  Court  two  persons  were 
convictec!  of  forgery,  and  were  sentenced  to 
transportation  for  life.  Two  persons  con- 
victed of  assault,  but  found  to  be  insane,  were 
ordered  to  be  confined  in  jail,  one  at  Ding- 
wall,  the  other  at  Elgin.  The  Lord  Jnstice- 
Olerk  congratulated  the  Sheriff  on  the  diminu- 
tion of  serious  crime,  but  regretted  to  find 
that  the  crime  of  assault  appeared  to  be  as 
common  as  ever,  if  not  more  so.  He  also 
spoke  of  the  benefit  that  would  arise  to  the 
country  if  the  Sheriffs  were  empowered  to 
summon  juries  and  dispose  of  minor  case*. 

September  27.— The  editor  speaks  of  the  grata- 


1837]       File  of  Inverness  Courier.  211 

lying  progress  matte  in  the  circulation  of  the 
"Oourier, '  and  says  at  the  same  time  that  he 
believes  the  number  of  readers  to  be  twenty 
times  the  number  of  subscribers.  "  In  the 
villages  several  families  not  infrequently  still 
club  for  the  paper ;  it  is  read  by  each  of  these 
successively,  and  is  afterwards  sold  at  half- 
price,  when  it  is  introduced  to  a  new  circle  of 
readers,  or  is  sent  off  to  some  son  or  brother 
in  the  East  or  West  Indies.  In  the  towns  the 
same  system  prevails ;  and  we  know  of  one 
industrious  individual  in  Inverness  who  gener- 
ally purchases  from  ten  to  fifteen  copies  of  our 
paper  weekly,  and  turns  an  honest  penny  by 
letting  them  out  at  a  small  sum  for  every  two 
hours."  This  was  in  the  days  of  high-priced 
newspapers. 

Ibid. — Messrs  John  Gibb  &  Son  have  obtained 
the  contract  for  supplying  all  the  granite 
which  will  be  required  from  Aberdeen,  for  the 
river  wall  to  be  built  in  front  of  the  new 
Houses  of  Parliament.  This  will  prove  an  ex- 
cellent winter's  job  lor  masons  and  others  em- 
ployed in  the  granite  quarries  in  the  vicinity 
of  Aberdeen." 

Ibid  — The  obituary  contains  the  record  of  the 
death  of  William  Murray  of  Geanies,  in  the 
38th  year  of  his  age.  The  editor  adds — "We 
cannot  permit  this  obituary  notice  to  appear 
without  adding  that,  by  the  death  of  Mi- 
Murray,  the  county  of  Koss  has  lost  one  of 
its  most  useful  and  estimable  public  men.  He 
held  various  situations,  and  discharged  their 
duties  with  zeal  and  ability  :  while  his  frank 
and  cordial  manners  and  unaffected  kindness 
of  disposition  endeared  him  to  all  with  whom 
he  had  intercourse."  Another  obituary  notice 
is  that  of  the  Rev.  William  Gordon,  Elgin,  in 
fche  86th  year  of  his  age,  and  sixty-second  of 
his  ministry.  For  fifty-three  years  he  was 
one  of  the  Established  clergy  of  Elgin.  "Mr 
Gordon  was  distinguished  for  his  sound  and 
clear  judgment,  strict  integrity,  undeviating 
rectitude,  and  sincere  unaffected  piety." 

October  4. — The  Northern  Meeting  is  described 
as  the  most  gay  and  spirited  that  had  been 
witnessed  for  at  least  ten  years.  The  nobility 
and  gentry  were  anxious  to  infuse  new  life 
into  the  festival.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
balls  and  parties,  popular  games  were  insti- 
tuted on  this  occasion.  They  were  held  on  a 
field  belonging  to  Mr  Wilson,  of  the  Caledonian 
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Hotel,  situated  near  the  Lougniaii.  "Con- 
sidering the  novelty  of  public  sports  of  this 
description  in  Inverness,  the  competitors  ac- 
quitted themselves  in  a  highly  creditable  man- 
ner "  The  {-limes  consisted  of  throwing  the 
hammer,  putting  the  stone,  running,  leaping, 
sack  and  wheelbarrow  races,  wrestling,  and 
rifle  shooting.  There  was  no  dancing  or  bag- 
pipe playing.  It  is  announced  that  from  £50 
to  £100  had  been  subscribed  for  prizes  for  the 
following  year. 

October  11.— "The  Rev.  Mr  Barclay,  of  Aul- 
dearn,  has  recently  shown  his  good  taste  in 
collecting  and  replacing,  at  considerable 
personal  expense  and  trouble,  various  ancient 
monuments  which  had  long  lain  scattered 
about  the  interesting  Church-yard  of  his 
parish.  He  h.is  also  restored  the  original  in. 
scriptions  of  a  tombstone  and  tablet,  the  latter 
in  the  ancient  choir  attached  to  the  church, 
which  were  intended  to  commemorate  the 
heroes  of  the  Covenant,  who  fell  at  the  battle 
of  Auldearn,  gained  by  Montrose."  The  tomb- 
stone was  inscribed  to  Captain  Bernard  Mac- 
kenzie, and  the  tablet  had  been  erected  by 
Sir  Robert  limes  to  three  gentlemen  named 
Murray  or  "Morray.1'  It  is  stated  as  rather 
remarkable  that  a  large  proportion  of  the'm- 
habitants  of  the-  town  of  Nairn,  not  of  the 
fishing  class,  still  continued  to  have  their 
burial  places  in  Auldearn,  nearly  three  miles 
distant.  "To  these  they  cling  with  a  romantic 
feeling,  and  the  funerals  of  the  poorest  are 
well  attended  all  the  way." 

Ibid. — A  large  body  of  emigrants  sailed  from 
Tobermory  on  the  27th  of  September  for  New 
South  Wales.  The  vessel  was  the  Brilliant, 
and  its  size  and  splendid  fittings  were  greatly 
admired.  "The  people  to  be  conveyed  by  this 
vessel  are  decidedly  the  most  valuable  that 
have  ever  left  the  shores  of  Great  Britain ; 
they  are  all  of  excellent  moral  character,  and 
from  their  knowledge  of  agriculture,  and 
management  of  sheep  and  cattle,  must 
prove  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  a  colony 
like  New  South  Wales."  The  Rev.  Mr  Mac- 
pherson,  of  Tobermory,  preached  a  farewell 
sermon  before  the  party  sailed.  The  total 
number  of  emigrants  was  322,  made  up  as 
follows: — From  Ardnamurchan  and  Strontian, 
105  ;  Coll  and  Tiree,  104 ;  Mull  and  lona,  56  j 
Morven,  26;  Dunoon,  28;  teachers,  2;  ror- 
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geon<<,  2.  A  visitor  from  New  South  Wales 
presented;  as  many  of  the  party  as  he  met  with 
letters  of  introduction,  and  expressed  himself 
highly  gratified  with  the  prospect  of  having 
so  valuable  an  addition  to  the  colony.  A  Go- 
vernment agent  superintended  the  embarka- 
tion. 

October  18. — On  the  previous  Thursday  Mr  Mac- 
leod  of  Cadboll,  M.P. ,  was  entertained  to  a 
public  dinner  in  the  Northern  Meeting  Rooms, 
Inverness.  Captain  Fraser  of  Balnain  was  in 
the  chair,  and  the  company  numbered  over 
300.  The  dinner  speeches  are  reported  at 
le.ngth.  A  Conservative  dinner  was  held  soon 
afterwards  at  Fortrose. 

Ibid. — A  University  Commission  was  about  to 
sit  at  Aberdeen.  The  "  Courier  "  suggested 
tnat  instead  of  maintaining  two  Colleges  at 
Aberdeen,  the  authorities  fhould  transfer  one 
to  Inverness.  The  opportunity,  however,  was 
not  embraced. 

November  1. — The  Allowing  paragraph  appears 
in  the  obituary  column: — "In  the  China  seas, 
on  the  17th  August  1836,  aged  34,  Captain 
William  Mackay,  of  the  brig  Fairy,  univers- 
ally respected  by  the  community  in  which  he 
lived,  and  deeply  lamented  by  his  relations  at 
home.  He  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  rapacity  of 
a  mutinous  crew,  who  conspired  together  to 
gain  possession  of  the  specie  with  which  he 
was  returning  to  Canton,  and  having  first 
murdered  the  officers,  one  after  another, 
made  their  escape  with  the  treasure  after 
sinking  the  vessel  near  the  coast  of  Manila." 

November  8. — A  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of 
the  Duchess  of  Sutherland  steamer  is  reported. 
The  accounts  showed  a  sin-plus  of  receipts  for 
the  season  of  £1553  There  was,  however,  a 
large  sum  due  for  interest,  and  a  motion  was 
submitted  requiring  the  manager  to  call  a 
special  general  meeting,  in  order  to  consider 
and  dispose  of  a  motion  to  sell  the  vessel  and 
dissolve  the  Company.  This  resolution  was 
adopted  by  shareholders  representing  335 
shares,  as  against  shareholders  representing 
324  shares.  The  amount  of  capital  advanced, 
of  interest  and  of  debt,  came  to  £17,920.  The 
original  cost  of  the>  vessel  was  £16,832,  and 
allowing  for  wear  and  tear,  it  was  computed 
that  during  the  three  years  of  the  co- 
partnery  the  loss  had  amounted  to  £5296. 

Ibid. — A  new  bridge  at  Arkaig,  Lochaber,  near 
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the  house  and  grounds  of  Lochiel,  had  just 
been  completed  It  consisted  of  a  timber 
trussed  arch  of  70  feet  span,  with  stone  abut- 
ments. The  bridge  was  designed  by  Mr 
Joseph  Mitchell. 

Ibid. — At  the  annual  election  for  the  Inverness 
Town  Council,  four  Conservatives  and  three 
Liberals  were  returned.  This  left  the  Council 
in  exactly  the  same  position  as  before,  con- 
sisting of  eleven  Conservatives  and  ten 
Liberals.  The  contest,  says  the  report,  was 
conducted  with  order  and  good  humour. 

November  15. — "On  Wednesday  las<t  the  vener- 
able minister  of  Ardersier,  the  Rev.  Pryse 
Camobell,  baptised  his  own  great-grandson. 
Children  and  grand-children  of  the  rev.  gentle- 
man were  present  at  the  ceremony."  The 
same  issue  records  the  erection  of  a  church 
near  Erchless  Castle,  in  Strathglass,  by 
Chishohn  of  Chisholm,  M.P. 

November  22.-  -The  death  is  recorded  of  Mr 
David  Stalker,  solicitor,  Inverness.  Mr 
Stalker  was  for  some  time  editor  of  the  "Inver- 
ness Journal." 

December  6. — Mr  George  Cameron,  solicitor, 
Inverness,  was  appointed  Sheriff-Substitute 
at  Fort-William.  A  meeting  of  the  sharehold- 
ers of  the  Duchess  of  Sutherland  steamer  con- 
firmed the  resolution  to  dispose  of  the  vessel, 
and  wind  up  the  Company. 

December  27. — The  last  publication  of  the  year 
expresses  sorrow  and  regret  that  war  had 
broken  out  in  Canada.  The  insurgents  had 
Assembled  near  Montreal,  to  the  number  of 
3000,  and  inflicted  a  defeat  on  the  Royal 
troops,  who  lost  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
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No.  XIV. 

The  year  1838  is  memorable  politically  tor 
the  troubles  which  arose  from  the  revolt  in 
Canada  and  the  proceedings  of  Lord  Durham 
as  High  Commissioner.  The  Radicals  be- 
came increasingly  hostile  to  the  Whig  Go- 
vernment of  Lord  Melbourne,  and  the  Tories 
were  powerfully  led  by  Sir  Robert  Peel. 
O'Connell  and  his  Irish  followers  were  active 
iu  various  ways,  which  did  not  add  to  the 
popularity  of  the  Government.  The  corona- 
tion of  Queen  Victoria  in  June  formed  a 
pleasant  interlude  to  the  angry  discussions  of 
Parliament.  "  For  the  first  time  since  the 
\eign  of  Charles  II.  there  was  a  public  pro- 
cession, affording  a  large  mass  of  the  people 
an  opportunity  of  being  witnesses  of  the 
pageant,  which  for  nearly  two  centuries  had 
been  reserved  for  a  select  few."  It  is  noted 
by  annalists  that  the  loudest  acclamations 
were  for  the  young  Queen,  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, and  the  Duke's  old  antagonist, 
Marshal  Soult,  Duke  of  Dalmatia.  In  Scot- 
land the  year  was  marked  by  the  decision  of 
the  Court  of  Session  in  the  Auchterarder 
case,  which  ultimately  led  to  the  Disruption. 
The  spring  of  1838  was  very  severe,  and  notes 
will  be  found  below  on  the  weather  in  the 
Highlands. 


From  the  "  Inverness  Courier." 
1838. 

January  3.— "We  are  glad  to  find  that  our  friend 
and  countryman,  Mr  Murdo  Young,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  '  Sun,'  has  purchased  from 
Mr  D.  Wlu'ttle  Harvey,  and  the  other  proprie 
tors,  the  copyright  of  the  '  True  Sun,'  and  has 
merged  the  Radical  journal  in  his  own." 
These  were  two  papers  which  made  consider- 
able stir  in  their  day.  Mr  Murdo  Young  was 
a  son  of  the  original  proprietor  of  the  "Inver- 
ness Journal,"  the  first  newspaper  north  oi 
Aberdeen.  The  "True  Sun"  was  conducted  al 
^  heavy  loss.  In  connection  with  the  two 
papers,  mention  is  made  of  Mr  Patrick  Grant, 
formerly  the  proprietor  of  LakeBeld,  in  Glen- 
Urquhart,  who,  it  was  stated,  had  spent  many 
thousands  on  the  newspaper  press  in  London. 
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At  the  time  of  the  amalgamation  he  was  in 
Australia. 

Ibid. — On  Monday,  the  18th  ult.,  the  streets  of 
Forres  were  lighted  with  gas. 

Ibid. — A  report  is  published  by  tlie  Glasgow 
Committee  which  collected  and  distributed 
funds  in  the  previous  spring  for  the  relief  of 
distress  in  the  Highlands.  The  total  contri- 
buted was  £29,464,  and  after  supplying  food 
and  clothing  and  meeting  other  charges,  there 
•was  a  balance  in  hand  of  £5847. 

January  10. — There  is  an  account  of  rejoicings  in 
Strathspey,  in  celebration  of  a  visit  paid  to 
the  district  by  the  Master  of  Grant,  son  and 
heir  of  the  Hon.  Colonel  Grant  of  Grant. 
There  was  a  dinner  at  Giantown,  and  in  other 
districts  balls  and  bonfires.  In  each  case  a 
feature  of  the  festivities  was  an  escort  of 
H  ighlanders,  in  the  full1  tartans  of  the  clan,  and 
carrying  torches. 

January  17. — There  is  a  report  of  the  trial  of 
cotton-spinrers  at  Glasgow,  the  managers  or 
agents  of  a  league  who  endeavoured  to  raise 
the  rate  of  wages  by  means  of  assault,  fire- 
raising,  and  murder.  Their  methods  were 
much  the  same  as  those  that  were  exposed  at 
Sheffield  many  years  afterwards.  Five  men 
were  convicted,  but  not  on  the  capital  branch 
of  the  charge,  and  were  sentenced  to  transpor- 
tation for  seven  years. 

Ibid.— The  sale  of  the  steamer  Duchess  of  Suther- 
land is  recorded.  It  was  purchased  by  Mr 
David  Chalmers,  on  behaM  of  the  Aberdeen 
rfteam  Navigation  Company,  for  £13,500.  A 
company  had  already  been  organised  in  Aber- 
deen tor  continuing  a  vessel  on  the  route  be- 
tween Inverness  and  London.  It  was  called 
the  North  Star.  In  a  subsequent  issue  it  is 
stated  that  a  steamer  of  a  hundred  horse-power 
was  to  attend  the  North  Star  to  collect  and 
distribute  the  goods  of  ports  which  the  larger 
vessel  could  not  enter. 

Ibid.—! An  Act  for  the  institution  of  Circuit 
Courts,  to  be  held  by  the  Sheriff  or  Sheriff- 
Substitute,  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts, 
aad  recently  come  into  force.  As  an  instance 
*f  th«  popularity  of  the  Act,  it  is  stated  that 
on  tne  first  circuit  of  Sheriff  Colquhoun,  no 
fewer  than  143  cases  were  calleo.  at  Kingu«si» 
and  67  at  Grant/own 

January  24.— "The  frequent  representations 
made  to  the  Postmaster-General,  the  Earl  of 
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Lichfield,  of  the  abstraction  of  newspapers 
from  their  envelopes  during  their  transit,  has 
induced  his  lordship  to  issue  an  order,  per- 
mitting the  name  and  address  of  the  party  to 
whom  it  is  directed  to  be  'written  on  the  paper 
itself  as  well  as  on  the  wrapper.'  This  will 
afford  a  guarantee  in  case  of  the  wrapper  being 
defaced  or  accidentally  torn  off.1' 

Ibid — It  is  stated  that  the  sport  of  curling  might 
now  be  said  to  have  fairly  commenced  in  In- 
verness. "  Last  week  the  curling-stones, 
brooms,  and  other  accompaniments  were 
brought  forward,  and  Loch-na-Sanais,  on  the 
road  to  Dochfour,  with  the  picturesque  hills  of 
Tomnahurich  and  Torvain,  echoed  for  the  first 
time  to  the  shouts  and  noise  of  the  'roaring 
play.'  A  bonspiel  was  played  on  Saturday 
between  a  party  of  married  men  on  one  side 
and  bachelors  on  the  other.  Grave  Magi- 
strates, Councillors,  lawyers,  and  other  citizens 
mingled  in  the  pastime,  and  were  as  eager  and 
animated  as  ever  they  were  at  tne  Council 
Board.  .  .  .  The  novelty  of  the  game 
drew  forth  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
and  there  were  several  hundreds  of  spectators 
on  the  ice  and  in  its  neighbourhood..  The  pub- 
lic are  indebted  to  Mr  Wilson,  of  the  Cale- 
donian Hofcel,  for  the  introduction  of  this 
pastime.  He  provided  the  curling  stones,  and 
ha"  very  handsomely  given  the  use  of  a  coach 
and  horses  to  convey  the  parties  to  and  from 
the  scene  of  action." 

Ibid. — A  curious  story  is  given  and  vouched  fo*1 
concerning  the  adventures  of  a  pair  of  geese. 
A  sheep  farmer  living  at  Borley,  in  the  county 
ot  Sutherland,  took  the  farm  of  Mudale,  in- 
land about  thirty  miles,  and  carried  with  him 
a  pair  of  geese,  wliich  were  conveyed  in  a 
covered  basket.  The  new  residence  did  not 
suit  the  feathered,  couple ;  so  they  set  off 
down  the  river  to  Loch-Naver.  then  to  Inver- 
naver,  after  that  by  sea  to  Kispond  and 
Duriu.  From  the  latter  place  they  walked 
across  the  country  to  tneir  native  lake  at 
Borley.  The  wanderers  had  been  six  weeks 
on  their  travels,  taking  a  circuitous  route  of 
a  hundred  miles.  Unfortunately,  at  the  final 
stage  of  their  journey,  they  Trere  shot  in  a 
corn-field. 

Ibid. — Sir  Alexander  Leith  Hay,  member  for  the 
Elgin  District  of  Burghs,  had  been  appointed 
Governor  of  the  Bermuda  Islands.  He  had 
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sat  in  Parliament  for  five  years,  and  proved  a 
most  acceptable  member.  "Having  occasion 
to  vacate  his  seat  as  often  as  he  was  appointed 
Olerk  of  the  Ordnance,  he  was  elected  five 
times  during  the  period  he  sat  in  Parliament, 
thrice  without  opposition,  and  twice  after  de- 
feating Mr  Holt  Mackenzie  in  1832,  by  a 
majority  of  125,  and  Brodie  of  Brodie  in  1834, 
by  a  majority  of  120.  At  the  last  General 
Election  his  popularity  among  his  constituents 
was  so  well  established  and,  recognised  that 
no  opposition  was  offered  to  his  return."  The 
Hon.  Fox  Maule  came  forward  as  a  candidate 
in  succession  to  Sir  Alexander,  and  was  re- 
turned without  opposition. 

February  7. — "We  beg  to  intimate  that  the 
'Courier'  Office  will  shortly  be  removed  to 
those  commodious  premises  at  the  foot  of  Bank 
Lane,  adjoining  the  Bank  of  Scotland." 
These  are  the  premises,  which  in  an  enlarged 
form,  the  proprietors  still  occupy.  Previous 
to  1838  the  offices  were  at  45  High  Street. 

Ibid. — '"We  regret  tc  announce  the  death  of  Dr 
Smith,  Provost  of  Nairn,  which  took  place  on 
the  31st  ult.  For  a  long  period  Dr  Smith  was 
unremitting  in  his  duty  to  the  public  is  a  skil- 
ful, benevolent,  and  generous  practitioner  of 
medicine,  a  useful  citizen,  and  a  warm-hearted, 
kind,  and  faithful  friend.  The  funeral  of  Dr 
Smith  took  place  on  Monday  last,  when  the 
Clergy,  Magistrates,  and  Council,  and  a  vast 
number  of  gentlemen  from  the  town  and 
county  attended  the  mournful  Ceremony.  It 
was  calculated  that  upwards  of  a  thousand 
'persons  were  present,  the  greatest  number  of 
individuals  that  ever  attended  a  funeral  in 
Nairn." 

February  14. — The  year  was  marked  by  a  severe 
frost  and  snowstorm,  general  throughout  the 
country.  The  North  mails  were  blocked,  and 
on  the  East  Coast  the  snow  lay  deeper  than 
In  any  other  quarter.  One  day  the  mail  guard! 
from  Aberdeen  had  to  take  to  horseback  at 
Huntly,  and  after  leaving  Keith  disappeared 
in  a  wreath,  from  which  he  was  with  difficulty 
rescued.  "He  at  length  arrived  at  Inverness, 
having  taken  thirty  hours  and  twenty  minutes 
to  accomplish  the  journey,  which  usually 
occupies  about  twelve  hours."  Meanwhile  the 
mail  by  the  Highland  road  kept  wonderfully 
good  time.  In  the  town  of  Inverness  the  price 
of  butcher  meat  had  risen,  and  also  that  of 
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oatmeal,  the  latter  owing  to  the  stoppage  of 
the  water  mills.  "From  the  want  of  the 
means  of  communication  many  of  our  shops  are 
running  short  of  supplies,  and  altogether,  if 
the  storm  does  not  soon  abate,  we  shall  be 
placed  in  a,  state  of  complete  blockade."  The 
poor  were  suffering  severely. 

/bid. — "We  are  glad  to  team  that  our  accom- 
plished countrymau,  James  Bailie  Fraser,  Esq., 
the  celebrated  Oriental  traveller,  wh</,  by 
direction  of  the  British  Government,  remained 
with  the  Persian  Princes  during  their  recent 
visit  to  London,  and  returned  with  them  to 
Constantinople,  has  just  published  a  Narrative 
of  their  residence  in  London,  where  they  were 
received  in  the  highest  circles,  and  had  the 
most  favourable  opportunity  of  viewing  society 
in  all  its  aspects.  The  Narrative  also  em- 
braces an  account  of  their  escape  from  Persia, 
which  was  accompanied  by  many  remarkable 
adventures. " 

February  21. — Mr  John  Westwood,  gardener, 
Belladrum.  sends  the  following  readings  of  th« 
thermometer: — At  eight  o'clock  on  the  night 
of  Wednesday,  14th  inst.,  8  degrees  below 
zero ;  at  ten  o'clock  1£  degrees  below ;  at 
twelve  2  degrees  below ;  and  at  four  on  th« 
morning  of  Thursday  6  degrees  below.  The 
mercury  began  to  rise  about  five  o'clock  on 
the  latter  day,  and  every  night  afterwards 
ranged  from  32  degrees  to  24  degrees.  Mr 
Westwood  observes  that  owing  to  the  lowness 
of  the  situation,  the  want  of  a  free  circulation 
of  air,  &c.,  the  frost  was  generally  more  sever* 
there  than  at  any  otber  place  in  the  district. 

Ibid. — "Mr  Baillie  of  Tarradale's  keeper  shot 
lately,  right  and  left,  a  falcon  and;  blue  hawk, 
each  having  a  recently  killed  snipe  in  its 
talons." 

February  28. — On  the  morning  of  the  26th  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  square  at  Tulloch  Castle, 
near  Dingwall,  which  partially  consumed  the 
front  part  of  the  extensive  range  of  buildings. 
With  assistance  from  Dingwall  and  from 
neighbouring  farms,  the  fire  was  checked. 

Ibid. — The  Kirk-Session  of  Inverness  had  taken 
into  consideration  a  proposal  for  laying  on  an 
assessment  on  the  burgh  and  parish  for  th« 
relief  of  the  poor.  They  desired  to  have  a 
conference  on  the  subject  with  the  Town 
Council,  but  the  Council  oon»id«r»d  it  ln«r- 
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pedient  to  accept  the  invitation.  The  next 
issue  stated  that  the  proposed  assessment  hjld 
been  postponed  until  a  special  meeting  of 
Kirk-Session,  heritors,  and  other  inhabitant? 
could  be  called.  The  number  of  paupers  was 
said  to  be  about  800,  of  whom  about  380  were 
unprovided  for  either  by  the  Session  funds  or 
charitable  endowments. 

March  7. — M'r  Robert  Falcouar  was  elected  Pro- 
vost of  Nairn  in  room  of  the  late  Dr  Smith. 
Tke  same  issue  says — "The  Town  Council1  oS 
Nairn  have  passed  a  resolution  that  the  town 
bell  should  be  rung  as  formerly  for  the 
Established  Church.  It  was  suspended  by  an 
order  of  a  former  Council  of  the  burgh." 

Ibid. — An  illustration  of  the  severity  of  the 
season  was  presented  by  the  appearance  of  a 
flock  of  swans  on  Loch-Locny.  They  had  also 
visited  Loch-Ness  and  other  lakes.  Seven  had 
been  shot  at  Laggan,  two  at  Chines,  and  four 
or  five  about  Fort-Augustus.  A  number  of 
biack  swans  had  been  seen  on  Loch-Quoich,  in 
the  Glengarry  country.  Loch-Oich  was  troaen 
over  to  a  depth  of  fifteen  inches,  and  was  used 
by  the  country  people  as  a  common  thorough- 
fare. Two  vessels  had  been  locked  up  in  the 
Kiver  Beauly  for  eight  weeks.  There  was 
great  distress  in  the  towns  and  villages,  and 
meetings  were  held  to  raise  funds  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor. 

March  14. — This  issue  contains  the  decision  of 
the  Court  of  Session  in  the  famous  Auchter 
arder  case.  A  majority  of  the  Judges,  eight 
in  number,  decided  that  the  Veto  Act  was 
illegal,  while  a  minority  of  five  gave  a  con- 
trary opinion. 

Ibid.— Died,  at  Nairn,  on  the  28th  ult.,  Mrs 
Elizabeth  Ketcheu,  widow  of  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Ketchen,  who  was  for  forty  years  minister  or 
the  Secession  congregation  there.  Mrs 
Ketchen  was  a  skter  of  the  late  Brodie  of 
Brodie,  and  aunt  of  the  Duchess  of  G«rdon. 
She  died  in  the  92nd  year  of  her  age.  A 
cordial  tribute  is  paid  to  her  religious  charac- 
ter and  active  goodnes*. 

Ibid. — "On  Sunday  last,  after  divine  service,  a 
public  baptism  took  place  hi  the  High  Church 
here — the  first  circumstance  of  the  kind  wit- 
nessed there  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
though  the  ceremony  is  common  in  many 
parts  of  Scotland.  The  child  was  a  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Mr  Clark,  Inverness,  ard  the  cere- 
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inoiiy  was  performed  i-u  a  very  impressive  man- 
ner by  the  Rev.  Dr  Rose,  who  descended  from 
the  pulpit  to  administer  the  sacred  rite  in 
an  adjoining  seat."  The  same  number  re- 
cords "a  deliverance  from  the  icy  rigours 
which  have  90  long  bound  us."  The  coaches 
from  Aberdeen  and  Elgin  had  begun  to  run, 
but  there  was  still  no  regular  communication 
nortlr  bf  Tain. 

March  21. — A  renewal  of  the  storm  had  taken 
place,  slight  in  Inverness  but  severe  in  other 
places.  In  Lochaber  it  was  the  most  severe 
storm  of  snow  and  drift  that  had  occurred 
during  the  winter.  "Last  week  an  immense 
avalanche  of  snow  fell  in  the  parish  of  Eddra- 
chilis,  above  Scourie  (in  Sutherland) ;  it  car- 
ried off  trees  and  stones  in  its  descent,  and 
killed  ten  red  deer,  which  were  grazing  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain." 

Maich  28. — "We  understand  that  George  Came- 
ron, Esq.,  solicitor  here,  has  been  appointed 
Sheriff-Substitute  of  Easter  Ross  and  Oro- 
marty  iu  room  of  Mr  David  Ross,  resigned. 
Mr  Oameron  had  previously  accepted  the 
Sheriff-Substituteship  of  Fort-William,  but 
has  relinquished  it  in  favour  of  the  above  ap- 
pointment." Mr  Andrew  Fraser,  W.S.,  was 
appointed  Sheriff-Substitute  of  the  Fort-Wil- 
liam district. 

April  4. — A  meeting  of  Magistrates,  heritors, 
and  Kirk-Session,  relative  to  the  levying  of 
assessments  for  relief  of  the  poor,  was  held 
and  adjourned.  It  was  stated  that  the  church 
collections  of  Inverness  last  year  for  tne 
benefit  of  the  poor  were  £294  "lls  lid,  but 
with  rents  and  charity  fund*  there  was  a  sum 
annually  available  of  about  £600.  The  num- 
ber receiving  relief  was  421. 

April  11. — A  piece  of  plate,  value  200  guineas, 
was  presented  to  General  Sir  James  Mac- 
donell,  brother  of  the  late  Glengarry,  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Armagh  and  its  vicinity,  as  a 
memorial  of  the  regard  which  he  conciliated 
during  a  seven  years'  residence  among  them 
in  command  of  the  Northern  Districts  of  Ire- 
land. The  departure  of  General  Maodonell  to 
aamme  command  of  the  troops  serving  in 
Canada  called  forth  this  tribute  of  respect. 

April  18. — A  man  from  the  Island  of  Lews  was 
convicted  of  the  crime  of  murdering  his  wife, 
ind  was  sentenced  to  death.  He  was  after- 
wards certified  to  be  insane,  and  ordered  to  be 
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kept  in  custody.  The  case  was  one  of 
jealousy,  growing  out  of  religious  mania. 
Lord  Cockburn  presided  as  Judge,  and  it  is 
stated  that  he  bade  fair  to  be  as  eminent  on 
the  bench  as  he  had  proved  to  be  as  an 
advocate.  "His  plain  good  sense,  sagacity, 
and  discernment — the  ease  with  which  he 
separates  the  chaff  from  the  wheat,  whether 
tendered  by  witness  or  counsel — and  the 
homely  earnestness  and  deep  pathos  which  he 
can  command  upon  all  necessary  occasions, 
joined  to  his  unostentatious  gentlemanly 
demeanour,  made  a  strong  impression  upon 
the  crowded  audiences  that  thronged  the 
Court-House. "  At  the  Circuit  there  were 
some  cases  of  violent  personal  assault,  which, 
we  are  told,  "is  the  most  common  crime  in 
the  Highlands." 

Ibid. — The  snowstorm  had  been  renewed.  "Sun- 
day was  a  dreadful1  day  of  sleet  and  wind — a 
perfect  tempest.  Monday  was  clouded  with 
snow,  and  yesterday  (Tuesday)  we  had  furious 
blasts  and  occasional  snow  showers." 

Ibid. — An  obituary  notice  from  the  "Globe"  re- 
cords the  death  of  Robert  Gordon  Roy,  for 
many  years  one  of  the  proprietors  of  that 
journal.  Mr  Roy  died  at  Forres,  his  native 
place,  in  hi«  68th  year.  The  paragraph  adds 
— "Mr  Roy  was  in  literature,  ancient  and 
modern,  nearly  a  universalist,  in  manners  a 
finished  gentleman,  and  in  morals  an  Israelite 
without  guile.  This  brief  notice  is  felt  to  be 
due  to  his  memory  by  a  co-proprietor,  who 
deemed  it  an  honour  to  have  attracted  his  re- 
gard at  a  very  early  period  of  life,  and  who 
maintained  with  him  an  uninterrupted  friend- 
ship for  fifty-one  years." 

Ibid. — The  ceremony  of  laying  the  foundation- 
stone  of  the  new  Court -Houso  and  public 
offices  at  Forres  was  gone  through  on  Friday 
week,  by  Mr  John  Hoyes,  late  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  Grenada,  who  officiated 
as  Provincial  Grand  Master,  by  mandate  from 
Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder.  There  was  a  great 
procession  of  Masons,  Magistrates,  and  Coun- 
cillors, workmen,  and  school  children.  Rev. 
Dr  Rose,  of  Drainie,  officiated  as  chaplain. 

April  25. — The  death  is  announced  of  Sir 
Reginald  Macdouald  Steuart  Seton,  of  Staffa, 
at  his  residence  in  Edinburgh.  "Born  in  the 
Highlands,  and  imbued  with  the  preposses- 
sion* of  their  inhabitants,  he  so  loved  to  per- 
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petuate  the  relirs  that  still  remain  of  the 
ancient  modes  and  habits  of  the  people,  that 
he  only  differed  from  the  chiefs  of  by-gone 
days  in  his  anxious  wish  to  see  introduced 
among  h-'s  countrymen  the  moral  and  religious 
improvements  which  in  neighbouring  places 
characterised  his  time.  At  the  «arly  age  of 
twenty-one  he  was  elected,  and  for  thirty-nine 
successive  years  continued  to  be  ruling  elder 
for  the  General  Assembly,  a  fact  perhaps 
unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  that  venerable 
body.'1  Sir  Reginald  was  for  twenty-six  years 
Sheriff  of  Stirlingshire,  and  was  long  Honorary 
Secretary  to  the  Highland  and  Agricultural 
Society  of  Scotland.  Sir  Walter  Scott  knew 
him  well,  and  paid  a  tribute  to  his  warmth  of 
heart.  Sir  Reginald  was  in  his  sixty-first 
year. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  long  report  of  a  meeting  of 
the  Synod  of  Ross,  which  discussed  an  appeal 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Tain  in  the  case  of  a 
presentation  to  the  parish  of  Logie-Easter. 
The  people  objected  to  the  minister  presented 
under  the  Veto  Act.  The  Presbytery  allowed 
a  proof  of  certain  averments.  The  majority 
>f  the  congregation  held  that  this  was  not 
legitimate,  as  the  Act  simply  provided  that  no 
per»on  was  to  be  placed  in  a  parish  contrary 
to  the  will  of  the  people.  The  Synod  sus- 
tained the  appeal,  and  remitted  the  case  to 
the  Presbytery  to  proceed  in  terms  of  the 
Act.  Mr  E.  S.  Gordon  acted  as  counsel  for 
the  parishioners,  instructed  by  Mr  Charles 
Stewart,  Inverness.  Rev.  Mr  Stewart,  of  Cro- 
marty,  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussion, 
speaking  on  the  popular  side.  The  same 
issue  records  the  ordination  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Maclauohla.n,  as  assistant  and  suc- 
cessor to  his  father  in  the  united  parishes  of 
Moy  and  Dalarossie. 

May  2.—  The  Synod  of  Moray  had  before  it  the 
case  of  tne  presentation  of  John  Edwards  to 
the  parish  of  Marnoch,  in  Strathbogie,  which 
had  been  referred  by  the  Presbytery  to  the 
Synod.  Two  motions  were  submitted  to  the 
Syuod.  The  first  instructed  the  Presbytery  to 
find  the  presentee  disqualified,  as  there  was  a 
large  majority  of  male  heads  of  families  on 
the  communion  roll  opposed  to  him,  and 
further,  "that  in  case  the  presentee  refuse 
obedience  to  the  sentence  of  the  Church 
Courts,  or  take  any  steps  to  defeat  ths  sa,me, 
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they  shall  deal  with  Mm  for  that  offence  as  a 
breach  of  the  promise  to  obej  the  judicatories 
of  the  Church,  under  which  he  came  for  re- 
ceiving his  license  to  preach  the  gospel."  The 
second  motion  proposed  to  refer  the  whole 
case  to  the  Assembly.  The  first  motion  was 
earned  by  22  votes  to  4.  Afterwards  a»  over- 
ture was  submitted,  asking  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  enact  "that  all  Presbyteries  be  in- 
structed to  take  steps  for  deposing  all  mini- 
sters and  depriving  of  their  license  all  pro- 
bationers, who  shall  attempt  to  intrude  them- 
selves on  parishes  contrary  to  the  consent  of 
the  majority  of  male  heads  of  families  in  com- 
munion with  the  Church,  and  who  will  not 
acquiesce  in  the  judgments  and  decisions  of 
the  Church  Courts."  This  overture  was 
adopted  by  18  votes  to  13. 

Ibid. — The  issue  gives  an  account  of  the  ex- 
ploring work  of  Thomas  Simpson  and  P.  W. 
Dease  on  the  North  Coast  of  America.  They 
were  sent  out  with  twelve  men,  equipped  by 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  Thomas  Simpson 
was  a  native  of  Ross-shire,  son  of  the  late 
Bailie  Alexander  Simpson,  of  Dingwall.  He 
left  this  country  in  1829  to  act  as  secretary 
to  his  relative,  Ml1  George  Simpson,  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  Company. 

May  9. — Mr  George  Cameron,  solicitor,  was  pre- 
sented by  friends  in  Inverness  with  a  hand- 
some tea  and  coffee  service,  on  his  leaving  to 
take  up  his  appointment  at  Tain  as  Sheriff- 
Substitute  for  Easter  Ross  and  Cromarty. 
Rev.  Mr  Clark  brought  forward,  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Inverness,  an  overture  to  the 
General  Assembly,  asking  them  to  petition 
Parliament  for  the  repeal  of  the  Patronage 
Act  of  1712.  The  motion  was  defeated  by  a 
majority  of  one,  seven  votes  to  six.  Some 
of  the  members  preferred  the  existing  Veto 
Act.  It  is  stated  that  Mr  Baillie  of  Dochfour 
had  erected  a  new  schoolhouse  at  Dochgarroch, 
solely  at  his  own  expense.  A  great  robbery  is 
reported  from  the  office  of  the  Aberdeen  Bank- 
ing Company,  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen.  The 
amount  stolen  was  no  less  than  £16,000.  The 
Bank  had'  been  opened  with  skeleton  key*. 

Ibid. — "The  weather  is  now  warm  and  sunny, 
and  vegetation  is  making  rapid  progress.  We 
understand,  however,  that  a  farmer  in  our 
neighbourhood  has  been  forced  to  plough  up 
a  wheat  field  of  eight  acres,  which  had  beeq 
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destroyed  by  the  frost.  The  sheep  farmers 
must  now  be  in  a  great  measure  relieved  from 
their  fears." 

May  16. — An  instance  is  given  of  expeditious 
travelling  between  Edinburgh  and  Chelten- 
ham. The  passenger  travelled  by  mail  to 
Liverpool,  thence  by  railway  to  Birmingham, 
and  then  by  coach  to  Cheltenham.  The 
paragraph  proceeds — "  Thus  he  performed  a 
journey  of  350  miles  between  seven  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  Saturday  and  five  in  the  after- 
noon of  Sunday ;  having  during  that  time 
rested  altogether  about  an  hour  and  three- 
quarters.  A  traveller  leaving  Inverness  on 
Monday  morning  per  mail,  might  with  ease 
reach  London  on  Wednesday  evening  at  eight 
o'clock  by  the  following  route: — Mail  to 
Edinburgh,  which  it  reaches  at  six  o'clock 
next  morning;  Tuesday — per  mail  to  Liver- 
pool, where  it  arrives  at  six  next  mom  ing ; 
Wednesday — per  railroad  to  London,  which  it 
reaches  at  eight  in  the  evening.  The  same 
distance  might  also  be  accomplished  in  about 
the  same  tim«  by  steam  navigation.  Looking 
at  these  results,  and  considering  what  travel- 
ling was  'sixty  years  since,'  or  even  'half  that 
period,  we  may  well  exclaim — Prodigious!" 

Ibid. — A  meeting  of  Magistrates,  clergymen, 
and  inhabitants  of  Lochaber  was  held  at  Fort- 
Willuim  on  the  8th  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of 
adopting  means  to  promote  emigration  from 
that  district  to  the  Australian  colonies.  Up- 
wards of  260  persons  were  present.  It  was 
stated  that  there  was  a  strong  feeling  in 
favour  of  emigration  among  the  people  of  the 
district,  upwards  of  1200  having  pledged  them- 
selves, and  prepared  to  emigrate  under  the 
Colonial  Act.  They  had  expected  a  vessel  to 
come  to  Fort-William  to  convey  them,  free  of 
expense,  to  Australia,  but  as  this  expectation 
had  been  disappointed,  the  meeting  resolved 
to  memorialise  Lord  Glenelg,  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  praying  him  to  have  a  vessel  sent 
forthwith  to  carry  away  the  families.  Another 
resolution  stated  that  an  extensive  emigration 
of  a  voluntary  and  unaided  character  had 
taken  place  from  Lochaber  and  neighbouring 
districts  during  the  past  two  years,  and  that, 
no  county  abounded  more  than  this  with 
active  and  industrious  young  men  in  want  of 
employment. 

Ibid. — After  a  few  days'  warm  sunshine,  cold 
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winds  and  frost  had  come  again.  On  two  days 
there  were  hail  and  snow,  and  the  surrounding 
hills  were  white. 

May  23. — "We  understand  it  has  been  decided 
by  the  Sheriff  in  Inverness  that  no  pontage 
or  custom  is  chargeable  on.  grain  passing  th« 
old  bridge  here.  The  question  arose  between 
the  tacksman  of  the  Petty  Customs  and  one  of 
the  farmers  of  the  parish  of  Petty." 

May  30. — There  is  a  report  of  the  discussion  in 
the  General  Assembly  on  the  Auchterarder 
case.  The  motion  by  Mr  Buchanan,  of  Glas- 
gow, affirming  tlie  spiritual  independence  of 
the  Church,  and  expressing  its  determination 
to  enforce  submission  to  its  spiritual  juris- 
diction on  all  office-bearers  and  members,  was 
carried  by  183  votes  to  142,  giving  a  majority 
of  41. 

Ibid. — The  Assembly  afterwards  took  up  tha 
case  of  Logie-Easter.  The  facts  appeared  to 
be  that  on  the  vacancy  occurring  the  parish- 
ioners seemed  to  be  resolved  on  obtaining  for 
their  minister  the  Rev.  Mr  Macdonald,  of 
Plockton.  The  patron  did  not  acquiesce  in 
this,  but  offered  the  parishioners  a  leet  of  five 
clergymen  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  parish- 
ioners did  not  object  to  hear  them  preach, 
but  they  did  object  to  hear  them  on  the 
understanding  that  they  were  to  choose  any 
of  them  for  their  minister,  their  minds  being 
made  up  on  behalf  of  Mt  Macdonald.  The 
patron  then  presented  Mr  Daniel  Macbride, 
Prestonpans.  At  the  proper  time  thirteen 
out  of  the  seventeen  male  heads  of  families, 
communicants,  dissented.  Twelve  out  of  the 
thirteen  took  the  prescribed  declaration  that 
they  were  not  actuated  by  factious  motives, 
the  other  being  ill.  The  Presbytery  then  re- 
jected Mr  Macbride,  and  the  appeal  was 
taken.  Mr  Maitland  Makgill  expressed  the 
belief  that  the  parishioners  had  not  been 
actuated  by  the  spirit  which  was  contemplated 
by  the  Veto  law.  At  the  same  time  tie 
thought  the  appellants  were  not  entitled  to 
go  to  a  proof  of  factious  motives,  and  he 
moved  that  the  Assembly  dismiss  the  appeal, 
and  remit  to  the  Presbytery  to  proceed  in 
terms  of  the  Veto  Act.  The  Procurator  dif- 
fered from  Mr  Makgill,  and  proposed  to  get 
quit  of  the  case  on  a  point  of  form.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  Presbytery  had  allowed  the 
presenfee  to  lead  proof  of  factious  motives, 


1838]        File  of  Inverness  Courier.  227 

and  no  competent  appeal  having  been  taken 
from  that  sentence,  it  became  the  law  of  the 
case.  He  therefore  moved  the  Assembly  to 
sustain  the  appeal,  and  remit  to  the  Presby- 
tery to  take  proof  of  the  allegations  mads  by 
the  appellants.  The  Procurator's  motion  wag 
carried  by  a  majority  of  44. 

Ibid. — The  Chisholm  issued  an  address  announc- 
ing his  resignation  as  representative  in  Parlia- 
ment of  the  county  of  Inverness.  He  took 
this  step,  he  stated,  on  the  ground  of  his 
health  and  for  other  urgent  reasons.  In  the 
same  issue  appears  the  address  of  Francis  W. 
Grant,  Master  of  Grant,  as  a  candidate  for 
the  seat.  He  was  afterwards  elected  without 
opposition. 

Jtine  6. — The  estate  of  Glenshiel,  in  Ross-shire, 
beside  Glenelg,  was  purchased  from  Mr 
Lillingstone,  hy  Mr  J.  E.  Baillie,  for  the  sum 
of  £24,500.  Mr  Arthur  Cooper,  solicitor,  In- 
verness, was  appointed  Town-Clerk  of  Fort- 
rose. 

June  13. — A  descriptive  writer  in  London  re- 
marked at  this  time  that  Lord  Brougham  was 
now  dressing  rather  smartly.  He  had  laid 
aside,  "at  least  for  a  time,"  the  tartan  trousers 
and  waistcoat  which  he  had  worn  since  his 
Scottish  tour  in  1834.  He  was  said  to  have 
bought  as  much  tartan  cloth  when  in  Inver- 
ness as  would  make  a  dozen  pairs  of  trousers 
and  a  dozen  waistcoats.  Now,  however,  he 
appeared  "in  cloth  of  a  more  usual  kind,"  and 
displayed  on  his  breast  a  handsome  gold  chain. 
The  editor  remarks — "Lord  Brougham  seems 
to  have  turned  a  sort  of  dandy  in  his  outward 
man.  Now,  certainly  his  lordship  was  far 
from  displaying  anything  of  this  .kind  when 
we  saw  him  in  Inverness.  His  dress  was  more 
striking  than  valuable.  SydneJ  Smith  said  of 
clerical  horses  that  the  rector's  horse  was 
beautiful,  but  the  curate's  was  picturesque, 
and  Lord  Brougham's  appearance  seemed  to 
come  under  the  latter  category.'' 

tbid.— Various  items  may  be  mentioned.  There 
was  no  Savings  Bank  at  this  time  in  Inverness. 
The  capercailzie  had  made  its  appearance  in 
Caithness,  and  a  couple  of  fine  specimens  had 
been  added  to  a  private  museum  in  Wick. 
The  election  of  the  Master  of  Grant  as  repre- 
sentative for  the  county  of  Inverness  took 
place  on  the  12th  inst.  Rejoicings  were  held 
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on  the  Cawdor  estate  on  the  llth  to  celebrate 
the  coming-of-age  of  Lord  Emlyn. 

June  20. — There  was  a  meeting  at  Cromarty  on 
the  previous  Thursday  to  consider  the  conduct 
of  the  parish  clergyman  in  fixing  the  Com- 
munion Fast-Day  for  the  day  of  the  Queen's 
Coronation.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  con- 
troversy in  the  little  town,  which  is  narrated 
with  a  good  deal  of  humour  in.  the  24th 
chapter  of  Hugh  Miller's  "Schools  and  School- 
masters." He  says — "  The  Liberals  held  what 
was  very  properly  called  a  public  meeting, 
seeing  that,  though  the  public  had  failed  to 
attend  it,  the  public  had  been  quite  at  liberty 
to  do  so,  nay,  had  even  been  specially  in- 
vited ;  and  there  appeared  in  the  provincial 
newspapers  a  long  report  of  its  proceedings, 
including  five  speeches — all  written  by  a  legal 
gentleman — in  which  it  was  designated  a  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  andi  parish 
of  Oomarty."  This  was  the  meeting  reported 
in  the  present  issue. 

Ibid. — The  proposed  scheme  of  penny  postage 
was  by  this  time  becoming  a  public  question. 
The  editor  writes: — "We  beg  to  remind  our 
readers  of  the  necessity  of  petitioning  Parlia- 
ment, once  and  again  till  the  object  is 
obtained,  in  favour  of  Mr  Hill's  plan.  This 
undoubtedly  is  the  most  valuable  practical  re- 
form that  we  can  expect  to  see  carried  for 
years  to  come.  Kverj  town  nnd  county  should 
take  the  matter  up,  and  urge  it  on  the  atten- 
tion of  their  Parliamentary  representatives." 

Ibid.— "Died,  on  the  20th  ult.,  at  CampbeUtown, 
Fort-George,  where  he  had  resided  for  the 
last  62  years,  as  an  out-pensioner  ol  Chelsea 
Hospital,  Christopher  Macrae,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  105.  He  was  a  native  of  Kintail,  and 
enlisted  not  very  early  in  life  in  the  8th  Foot, 
in  which  regiment  he  served  for  27  years,  and 
he  did  duty  for  six  years  more  in  a  garrison 
battalion.  He  was  a  man  of  temperate  and 
correct  habits,  his  faculties  were  little  im- 
paired, and  he  used  to  take  his  daily  walk  till 
within  three  weeks  of  his  death,  when  his 
energies  received  an  irrecoverable  shock  by 
the  death  of  his  wife  at  the  a.ge  of  86." 

June  27. — "The  estate  of  Redcastle,  county  of 
Ross,  has  been  purchased  by  Colonel  Hugh 
Baillie  of  Tarradale,  from  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Sir  William  Fettes,  for  the  sum  of  £120,000." 
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July  4. — Tliis  is»ue  contains  an  account  of  the 
Coronation  of  Queen  Victoria.  It  gives  a 
portrait  of  the  Queen  and  a  picture  of  the 
scene  in  Westminster  Abbey.  There  are  also 
reports  of  local  celebrations. 

July  11. — The  list  of  Coronation  honours  in- 
cludes a  baronetcy  conferred  on  George  M'ac- 
pherson-Graut,  Esq.  of  Ballindalloch.  The 
editor  says — "We  congratulate  Ballindalloch 
on  the  well-won  and  worthily  bestowed  honour 
conferred  upon  him  by  her  Majesty,  which  we 
trust  he  will  long  enjoy.  His  high  character, 
rank,  possessions,  and  public  services  marked 
him  out  as  a  n't  object  for  the  Royal  favour." 

July  11. — Hugh  Miller's  letter  on  the  Cromarty 
controversy  appears  in  this  issue.  He  says  in 
his  reminiscences — "I  fairly  succeeded,  as  there 
were  not  a  few  comical  circumstance*  in  the 
transaction,  in  getting  the  laughers  on  my 
side.1'  We  have  no  doubt  he  did.  Tlie  letter 
is  couched  in  a  vein  of  clever  banter,  and  dis- 
plays much  of  the  literary  and  controversial 
skill  that  afterwards  distinguished  the  writer. 
He  says  that  the  official  demonstration  in 
honour  of  the  Coronation  was  only  postponed, 
and  came  off  a  few  days  later  with  great  suc- 
cess. 

Ibid.—  "Died',  at  Frastrburgh,  on  the  29th  ult., 
the  Right  Rev.  Alexander  Jolly,  D.D.,  Bishop 
of  Moray.  For  some  time  before  his  death  he 
had  been  unable,  from  age  and  infirmities,  to 
perform  his  official  duties.  He  was  conse- 
crated in  1796,  and  continued  during  the  long 
period  of  42  years  to  command  the  reverence 
and  affection  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  of 
thousands  who  only  heard  of  his  virtues,  as 
the  finest  and  most  solitary  modern  specimen 
of  the  primitive  saint  and  churchman.  His 
meekness  and  humility  were  without  bounds ; 
and  his  charity  was  so  extensive  that  he  could, 
with  the  greatest  difficulty,  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve ill  of  any  of  his  fellow-creatures." 

July  18.— Tie  Sheep  and  Wool  Fair  held  the 
previous  week  was  very  brisk.  In  wool  there 
was  a  rise  of  thirty  per  cent,  compared  with 
the  previous  year's  prices,  and  in  sheep  an  ad- 
vance of  from  eight  to  ten  per  cent.  The 
most  valuable  lot  of  wedders  was  the  stock  be- 
longing to  Mr  Houston  of  Kintradwell,  which 
was  bought  by  a  Liverpool  salesman  for  £1 
10s  6d  each.  Another  Sutherland  gentleman 
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sold  his  lot  of  sheep  for  £1  9s  9d  each ;  and 
a  third  from  the  same  county  (Mr  Sellar,  Mor- 
vich),  topped  the  market  for  Cheviot  wool', 
laid,  which  brought  £1  2s  6d  per  stone.  Ewes 
were  greatly  in  demand  to  replace  losses  i» 
various  flocks,  and  the  best  sold  for  22s.  The 
run  of  prices  is  quoted  as  follows :  — Cheviot 
wedders,  23s  to  30s ;  ewes,  17s  to  22s ;  lambs, 
12s  to  14s.  Cross  wedders,  18s  to  26s ;  ewes, 
15s  to  20s ;  lambs,  10s  to  11s  6d.  Blackfaced 
wedders,  15s  to  20s  6d ;  ewes,  10s  to  13s. 
In  wool  the  prices  were — Cheviot,  laid,  washed, 
19s  to  22s  6d  ;  unwashed,  16s  to  17s  6d  ;  cross, 
washed,  15s  to  16s  6d ;  unwashed,  13s  to  15s; 
blackfaced,  laid,  9s  to  10s  6d.  Some  choice 
lots  of  Cheviot  wool,  white,  sold  from  30s  to 
32s,  and  blackfaced  white  at  12s  per  stone. 
"Every  year,"  we  are  told,  "diminishes  the 
amount  of  blackfaced  stock  and  wool  brought 
into  the  market,  the  superior  breed  of  sheep 
being  now  generally  reared."  The  question  of 
uniting  t)he  two  ordinaries  again  excited 
acrimonious  discussion,  and  the  editor  ex- 
presses the  'hope  that  in  future  there  will  be 
less  "personal  and  political  feeling." 

Ibid. — A  column  of  Highland  anecdotes  is  pub- 
lished, as  picked  up  from  a  gentleman  "rich 
in  memorials  of  the  olden  time."  One  men- 
tions a  stono  in  the  church-yard  of  Ihinlichity, 
in  Strathnairn,  which  was  used  by  Highlanders 
in  former  times  for  sharpening  arrows.  It 
was  situated  in  the  east  corner  of  the  wall 
which  surrounded  the  burying-gronnd  of  the 
Macphails  and  Shaws.  Another  anecdote  is 
as  follows  :  — "  Payments  in  kind,  commonly 
called  'kain,'  long  continued  in  the  Highlands. 
In  1715  the  lady  of  Aberarder  had  a  number  of 
fowls,  eggs,  &c.,  delivered  to  her  by  way  of 
rent.  This  prudent  lady  had  a  kind:  of 
measure  for  eggs,  with  around  hole  through  it, 
so  that  everyone  that  was  too  small  and  did 
•not  stick  in  the  hole  was  invariably  returned 
to  the  tenants,  with  instructions  to  send  larger 
eggs  in  their  stead." 

Ibid. — Extracts  are  given  from  a  letter  written 
by  Donald  Macleod,  one  of  the  men  who  emi- 
grated from  Snizort,  in  the  Island  of  Skye, 
to  New  South  Wales.  It  was  dated  Paterson 
River,  February  2,  1838.  The  letter  was 
cheerful,  the  people  doing  well.  All  the  Skye 
contingent  were  settled  in  one  place,  having 
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their  own  minister  with  them.  Donald  wrote 
to  his  friends  not  to  be  afraid  of  the  sea,  for 
"he  had  sometimes  more  trouble  going  to  Flada- 
chuin  than  he  experienced  during  all  his  long 
voyage." 

July  25. — Two  volumes  which  had  been  prepared 
by  Mr  Thomas  Telford,  C.E.,  were  published 
by  one  of  his  executors,  Mr  Rickman.  They 
were  to  some  degree  biographical,  but  relating 
dhiefly  to  the  great  works  which  Mr  Telford 
had  executed.  One  was  a  thick  quarto 
volume,  and  the  other  a  large  volume 
of  engravings.  "We  have  seldom,"  says  the 
editor,  "seen  a  more  superb  work;  nearly 
£4000,  we  believe,  has  been  expended  on  the 
plates  and  letterpress."  Mr  Rickman  writes 
of  his  friend — "Telford  loved  his  profession, 
and  was  so  energetic  in  any  task  before  him 
that  all  other  motives  became  subordinate  to 
it.  He  formed  no  matrimonial  connection, 
and  lived  as  a  soldier,  always  in  active  service, 
without  fixed  habitation,  until  he  had  reached 
that  age  which  our  forefathers  deemed  the 
usual  close  of  life.  Thus  the  acquisition  and 
accumulation  of  property  had  always  been  a 
secondary  consideration  with  him."  Telford 
left  legacies  to  the  amount  of  £16,600.  This 
was  not  a  large  sum,  considering  the  magni- 
tude of  the  works  on  which  he  was  employed. 

August  8. — The  Shetlanders  were  in  a  state  of 
destitution,  and  a  committee  was  making 
efforts  to  obtain  assistance  from  the  fund  sub- 
scribed the  previous  year  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
tress in  the  Highlands  and  Islands.  No  less 
than  £20,000  of  this  fund  remained  'Unap- 
propriated. Captain  J.  E.  Gordon,  formerly 
M.P.  for  Dundalk,  who  was  interested  in 
Ross-shire,  proposed  that  part  of  the  money 
should  go  to  the  support  of  a  dispensary  at 
Strathpeffer  Spa.  This  proposal  aroused 
strong  criticism.  It  was  at  first  accepted  by 
the  London  Committee,  but  afterwards  re- 
scinded. 

Auguit  15. — The  restoration  of  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  Dornoch  was  now  completed.  It 
was  carried  out  at  the  expense  of  the  Duchess- 
Countess  of  Sutherland,  and  is  said  to  have 
cost  over  £6000.  The  parish  clergyman,  of 
the  day  would  not  sanction  the  introduction  of 
stained-glass  windows. 

Ibid.— The  story  is  told  of  the  melancholy  fate 
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of  a  poor  strolling  player  and  his  boy.  They 
had  gone  to  Lairg,  in  Sutherland,  about  nine 
months  before,  and  set  out  in  the  direction  of 
Altnaharra,  to  interest  people  in  a  proposed 
entertainment.  The  man's  wife  and  daughter, 
who  had  accompanied  them  to  Lairg,  remained 
there  for  a  time,  but  as  the  two  failed  to  re- 
turn, they  subsequently  left  the  place.  Early 
in  August  the  remains  of  the  unfortunate 
stroller  and  his  sou  were  found  on  a  solitary 
part  of  the  farm  of  Shinness.  They  had  ap- 
parently sunk  on  the  ground  exliausted,  and 
died  together,  the  father  supporting  the  boy's 
head  and  covering  it  with  part  of  his  coat. 
"Thus  perished  the  lone  outcast  of  the  drama, 
with  his  unfortunate  son,  in  a  land  of 
strangers,  amidst  the  wildest  scenes  of  nature, 
and  under  circumstances  as  touching  as  any 
which  draw  tears  on  the  stage."  The  pathetic 
itory  is  reproduced  in  full  in  the.  Highland 
Notebook. 

August  22. — Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the 
16th  inst.  by  her  Majesty  in  person.  The 
session  had  been  laborious  and  trying  to  Mini- 
sters. Lord  Durham's  policy  in  Canada  was 
the  theme  of  warm  discussion. 

Ibid. — The  statue  whidh  crowns  the  colossal 
monument  on  Ben-Bhraggie,  to  the  memory  of 
the  first  Duke  of  Sutherland,  was  approaching 
completion.  "We  had  the  curiosity  list  week 
to  measure  the  dimensions  of  the  head  of  the 
statue.  Its  circumference  is  ten  feet  two 
inches ;  from  the  forehead  to  the  back  of  the 
head  is  three  feet  two  inches,  and  across  the 
temple  is  two  feet  nine  indhes.  Sir  Francis 
Chantrey  may  well  feel  gratified  by  the  success 
with  which  his  assistant  has  worked  out  his 
admirable  model'  on  so  magnificent  a  scale." 

August  29. — "A  prospectus  will  be  found  in  our 
advertising  columns  of  a  new  Joint  Stock 
Bank,  proposed  to  be  established  in  Inver- 
ness." This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Cale- 
donian Banking  Company. 

September  5. — Extracts  are  given  from  a  manu- 
script volume  preserved  at  Moyhall,  written 
by  Lady  Ann  Duff  or  Mackintosh  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  It  gives  particulars  of  the 
funeral  of  the  nineteenth  Chief,  who  died  at 
Dalcross  Castle  in  December  1704.  "He  lay 
in  state  from  the  9th  December  to  the  18th  of 
January.  There  were  two  thousand  foot,  of 


1838]          File  of  Inverness  Courier.  233 

his  own  name  and  clan,   at  the  funeral,   be- 
sides   the    Macphersons    and     Farquharaong. 
There  were  two  hundred  horse,  or  more,  at 
it.       Keppoch  was  there,  and  eleven  score  of 
foot.     It  is  said  that  when  the  first  part  of 
the  procession  was  entering  the  Church-yard 
of  Petty,  the  last  waa  only  leaving  Dalcross, 
a  distance  of  nearly  three  miles.     In  order  to 
please  the  common  people,   the  corpse  being 
put  upon  a  hearse  having  six  cross  bars,  was 
carried  on  their  shoulders ;  and  old  women  ac- 
companied  the   procession,   who  sang   melan- 
choly songs  lamenting  the  deceased,  which  is 
called  singing  the  coronach.     The  family  arms 
were  placed  on  the  coffin,  and  the  piper,  with 
a    black    flag    to    his    pipe,    also    attended." 
The    twentieth     Chief,     Lachlan,     who    died 
in      1731,       lay      in      state      at      Dalcross 
Castle     for     six     weeks,     until     his     succes- 
sor,   William,    who    was    abroad,    could    re- 
turn to  be  present  at  the  funeral.     "The  ex- 
pense   attending    his    interment    cost     £700 
sterling,  and  twice  the  number  of  men  were 
present."       The  writer,   Lady  Ann,   was  the 
widow   of   the    twentieth   Chief,    and   daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  Duff  of  Dmmmuir.     She  dis- 
approved of  such  "parades."     The  same  lady 
entertained  Prince   Charles  and  the  Dnke  of 
Cumberland    at    Inverness    in    1746,    and    re- 
marked,  "I've  had   two  King's  bairns  living 
with   me   in   my   time,    and   to   tell   you   the 
truth  I  wish  I  may  never  have  another."    Ac- 
cording to  Mr  Mackintosh,   the  historian  of 
the  clan,  Lady  Ann  survived  her  husband,  the 
twentietli  Chief,   nineteen  years. 
Ibid.— The  same  issue  contains  extracts  from  a 
paper  in  the  "  Quarterly  Journal  of  Agricul- 
ture," on  the  causes  of  the  recent  destitution 
in  the  Highlands.       It  was  written    by    Mr 
Alexander  Macgregor,  licentiate  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,   manse  of  Kilmuir,   Skye,   after- 
wards so  well  known  as  the  minister  of  tha 
West  Church,  Inverness.     Among  the  immedi- 
ate   causes    of    destitution    were    the    failure 
of  the  kelp  trade  and  the  herring  fisheries,  the 
fall  in  the  value  of  black  cattle,  and  the  cessa- 
tion of  employment  at  the  making  of  public 
roads.     In  addition  to  these  are  enumerated, 
first,  an  excess  of  population ;    second,  early 
and  improvident  marriages;  third,  the  lotting 
system    and    the    continued    sub-division    of 
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lands;  fourth,  bad  husbandry,  or  the  mis- 
management of  domestic  economy.  Mr  Mac- 
gregor  gives  a  striking  account  of  the  evils  of 
sub-division.  "On  many  farms,"  h.e  gays,  "by 
means  of  this  baneful  system,  the  population 
has  doubled  within  the  last  sixteen  years." 
He  also  mentions  that  in  the  immigrant 
ships  the  previous  year,  459  persons  were  from 
the  different  parishes  in  Skye,  and  these  had 
left  behind  fliem  264  individuals,  their  nearest 
relatives,  of  whom  103  were  parents  or  aged 
sisters,  who  had  thus  lost  their  chief  stay  and 
support.  The  editor  joins  in  condemning  the 
practice  of  continued  sub-division,  and  sug- 
gests that  the  fisheries  on  the  West  Coast 
might  be  extended.  "  The  greatest  fishing 
now  carried  on  in  the  isles,"  he  says,  "is  by 
the  London  cod-smacks,  and  by  the  Irish,  who 
have  frequented  for  some  years  the  different 
banks  in  the  cliannels  between  Barra-Head, 
Coll',  and  Tiree.  Why  should  not  our  own 
countrymen  avail  themselves  of  these  natural 
advantages?  Why  fold  their  hands  in  supine- 
ness  and  despair?"  The  problem  at  that  time 
was  evidently  more  than  usually  serious. 

Ibid. — The  announcement  is  made  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr  Peter  Fraser,  as  Sheriff  of 
the  Island  of  Van  Diemen's  Land.  Mr  Fraser 
was  a  son  of  the  late  minister  of  Kirkhill, 
and  had  been  four  years  in  the  Colonial  Office. 

Ibid. — The  Rev.  Mr  Campbell,  minister  of  the 
East  Church,  Inverness,  had  been  presented  to 
the  parish  of  Tarbat.  He  also  received  a 
unanimous  call1. 

September  12  and  19. — These  issues  contain 
notices  of  the  death  and  funeral  of  Alexander 
William  Chisholm  of  Chisholm,  late  member 
for  the  county  of  Inverness.  He  was  attacked 
with  severe  illness  on  1st  August,  ia  the  Cale- 
donian Hotel,  Inverness,  and  died  there  on 
8th  September,  aged'  twenty-eight.  Chishohn's 
father  died  in  1817,  and  in  addition  to  his 
widow  appointed  as  tutors  and  guardians  to 
his  son,  Charles  Grant,  afterwards  Lord  Glen- 
elg,  Sir  John  Peter  Grant  of  Rothiemurchns, 
and  other  gentlemen.  Young  Chisholm  wa* 
educated  at  Eton  and  Cambridge.  He  never 
seems  to  have  enjoyed  robust  health,  but  his 
speeches  display  an  active  mind.  He  is  de- 
scribed in  the  contemporary  notice  as  "a 
young  gentleman  of  considerable  attainments 
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and  of  amicable  disposition^"  Tlie  funeral, 
which  took  place  on  the  18th  inst.,  was  at- 
tended by  a  large  gathering  from  the  county, 
and  by  the  Provost  and  Magistrates  of  Inver- 
ness. Mr  Macdonell  of  Glengarry,  cousin  of 
the  deceased,  was  present  as  chief  mourner. 
Chisholm's  father  was  buried  in  the  Priory  of 
Beauly,  but  the  remains  of  the  young  Chief 
were  laid,  by  his-  own  request,  in  the  beauti- 
ful spot,  near  Erchless  Castle,  where  some 
of  his  ancestors  had  been  interred.  The 
funeral  was  supposed  to  be  the  largest  that 
had  been  witnessed  in  the  North  for  many 
years.  The  deceased  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother,  Captain  Duncan  Chisholm  of  the 
Guards,  an  accomplished  officer,  who  had  dis- 
tinguished liimself  at  College,  and  who  was 
then  with  his  regiment  in  Canada. 

September  26. — On  the  previous  Friday  Mr 
Thomas  Mackenzie  of  Applecross,  M.P.  for 
Ross-shire,  was  entertained  to  dinner  at  Tain. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr  Ross  of  Cro- 
marty,  who  was  then  Provost  of  Tain.  The 
dinner  was  held  in  the  Court-House,  which 
was  ornamented  with  deers'  heads,  shot  by  Mr 
Horatio  Ross  of  Rossie,  in  Hungary,  and  said 
to  be  the  largest  in  Europe.  The  gathering 
took  the  form  of  a  Conservative  demonstra- 
tion. 

Ib'id. — A  curious  case  came  before  the  Circuit 
Court.  A  shopkeeper  in  Inverness  was  ac- 
cused of  assaulting  his  brother.  The  brother 
was  called  as  a  witness,  but  it  was  objected 
that  he  was  an  outlaw.  Proof  of  outlawry 
was  given,  and  the  public  prosecutor  abandoned 
the  case.  Later  in  the  day  the  discredited 
witness  attacked  the  man  who  had  given  proof 
of  his  outlawry.  The  assailant  was  appre- 
hended and  fined  in  the  Police  Court. 

October  3. — The  Northern  Meeting,  which  was 
held  the  previous  week,  is  described  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  and  spirited  for  many 
years.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  was  present, 
and  was  appointed  patron  of  the  Meeting  in 
succession  to  the  late  Duke  of  Gordon.  Thus, 
it  is  stated,  the  oldi  tie  which  existed  between 
Gordon  Castle  and  the  Highland  capital  was 
renewed.  Dinners  as  well  as  balls  were  held 
in  the  Meeting  Rooms.  Games  were  held  at 
the  Longman. 

Ibid. — There  was  an  acceleration  of  mails  to  the 
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extent  of  about  sight  hours.  The  South  mail 
from  Perth  arrived  at  half-past  two  in  the 
morning,  instead  of  half-past  ten,  and  left  for 
the  North  at  three  in  the  morning.  Letters 
were  delivered  in  Inverness  before  breakfast. 
The  mail  for  Perth  was  despatched  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

October  10.— The  young  Duchess  of  Buccleuch 
had  a  narrow  escape  the  previous  week  on 
Ben-Nevis.  The  Duke  had  been  deer-stalking 
in  Badenoch,  and  the  Duchess  was  staying  at 
Corpach  Inn.  With  a  young  relative  and  a 
guide  her  Grace  set  out  one  fine  day  to  ascend 
Ben-Nevis.  They  reached  the  summit,  bait 
soon  afterwards  fog  came  on  and  the  guide 
became  bewildered.  Their  delay  in  returning 
excited  alarm,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Fort- 
William  were  mustering  for  rescue,  when  Mr 
John  Macdonald,  proprietor  of  the  Ben-Nevis 
Distillery,  mounted  ibis  horse,  and,  taking 
with  him  a  handbell,  cantered  out  into  the 
dark  niglit.  "The  sound  of  the  bell  caught 
the  ear  of  the  wanderers,  and  the  Duchess  and 
her  noble  relative  were,  by  his  ingenious  de- 
vice, rescued  from  their  dangerous  situation. 
Mr  Macdouald's  plaid  being  converted  into  a 
temporary  pack-saddle,  the  noble  lady  was 
conveyed,  iu  an  almost  exhausted  state,  to 
Fort-William,  where  'tired  nature's  sweet  re- 
storer' effaced  all  traces  of  her  toil." 
Ibid. — A  Harvest  Home  in  Nairn  (a  gathering 
carried  on  for  many  years)  and  an  Agricul- 
tural Show  in  Lochaber  are  reported  in  this 
issue.  There  is  also  a  notice  of  "The  Moun- 
tain Minstrel,"  by  Evan  M'Coll. 
October  17. — At  a  meeting  of  Commissioners  at 
Elgin,  it  was  agreed  to  erect  new  jails  in 
Elgin  and  Forres. 

October  24. — The  resignation  of  Lord  Durham 
as  Governor-General  of  Canada  is  announced. 
He  was  "stung  to  the  quick  by  the  con- 
tumelies thrown  upon  him  by  Lord  Brougham 
and  the  Conservative  peers,  and  the  cold 
neglect  with  which  Ihis  claims  were  treated  by 
his  friends  of  the  Ministry." 
Ibid. — A  dispatch  is  published  announcing  the 
death  of  Sir  Robert  Grant,  Governor  of  Bom- 
bay, son  of  the  late  Charles  Grant,  and 
brother  of  Lord  Glenelg.  The  editor  men- 
tions that  wfben  Grant  was  at  Cambridge, 
Robert  Hall  was  preaching  there,  and  the 
young  indent  was  one  of  his  most  constant 
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hearers  and  devoted  admirers.  Wilberforce 
induced  him  to  enter  Parliament.  "He  was 
successively  representative  for  the  Inverness 
District  of  Burghs,  Norwich  and  Finsbury. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  he  did  not  speak 
often,  but  always  with  eloquence  and  effect, 
and  no  member  was  listened  to  with  more  at- 
tention— a  result  produced  equally  by  the  in- 
trinsic value  of  his  speeches  and  by  the  moral 
dignity  of  his  character." 

October  31. — There  is  an  interesting  article  from 
the  editor's  pen  on  a  visrit  to  the  land  of 
Burns. 

November  7. — There  were  rejoicings  at  Rose- 
oaugh  and  other  places  in  Ross-shire  on  the 
marriage  of  Mr  Mackenzie,  jr.  of  Scatwell,  to 
Lady  Anne  Fitzwifliam. 

November  14. — Mir  John  Smith,  A.M.,  par- 
ochial schoolmaster  of  Ardersier,  was  enter- 
tained to  a  public  dinner,  and  presented  with 
a  gold  medal,  voted  by  the  Celtic  Society,  for 
his  long  and  meritorious  services  as  a  teacher. 

Ibid. — "Died,  at  9  Manor  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
the  7th  inst.,  in  the  84th  year  of  her  age,  .Mrs 
Anne  Grant,  late  of  Laggan,  widow  of  the 
Rev.  James  Grant  of  Laggan,  in  the  county 
of  Inverness."  A  memoir  of  Mrs  Grant 
appears  in  a  subsequent  issue. 

November  21. — Extracts  are  given  from  the  re- 
port of  a  public  meeting  held  in  Bombay  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  late  Governor, 
Sir  Robert  Grant.  It  was  stated  that  Sir 
Robert  had  been  mainly  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  Chamber  of  Commerce2  in  for- 
warding steam  communication,  in  construct- 
ing roads,  iu  lessening  public  burdens,  and  in 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  natives. 

Ibid. — Letters  and  announcements  in  connection 
with  the  Caledonian  Banking  Company  had 
appeared  in  several  issues.  A  paragraph  on 
this  date  says — "  Our  readers  will  be  glad  to 
observe  that  this  bank  has  now  been  fairly 
established,  and  the  numerous  and  respectable 
appearance  of  shareholders  at  the  meeting 
augurs  well  for  its  future  success.  It  is  most 
pleasing  to  observe  the  unanimity  and  cordi- 
ality which  prevailed  on  every  question  sub- 
mitted to  the  meeting;  and  everyone  joins  in 
saying  that  a  better  selection  of  Extraordinary 
and  Ordinary  Directors  could  not  have  been 
made."  Mackintosh  of  Mackintosh  presided 
at  the  first  meeting,  and  his  namei  heads  the 
list  of  Extraordinary  Directors. 
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November  28. — A  Secession  Chapel  was  in  course 
of  erection  at  Tain.  One  of  the  causes  that 
of  erection  at  Tain.  One  of  the  causes  that 
the  heritors  in  the  Parish  Ohurdh.  The  town 
of  Kirkwall  had  been  lighted  with  gas. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  description  of  the  original 
manuscripts  of  the  Waverley  Novels,  which 
the  editor  has  inspected  on  the  premises  of  Mr 
Oadell,  publisher,  Edinburgh. 

December  5. — A  vessel  of  400  tons  register  was 
launched  at  Inverness,  built  by  Mr  Cook  for 
Mr  Ure,  Mary  burgh,  and  to  be  employed  in 
the  timber  trade  between  the  Moray  Firth 
and  Newcastle.  She  was  named  the  Stirling 
Castle. 

December  12. — The  Canadian  insurrection  had 
broken  out  again,  but  liad  been  suppressed. 
There  is  a  nof«  giving  an  account  of  the  cap- 
ture of  Mr  Ellice,  M.P.,  by  the  rebels,  and 
his  subsequent,  release.  A  full  account  of  this 
incident  appeared  recently  in  "  Chambers's 
Journal,"  from  a  diary  kept  by  Mr  Ellice's 
sister-in-law,  who  still  survives  (1904). 

Ibid. — Mr  Alexander  Gray,  accountant,  Glas- 
gow, was  appointed  manager  of  the  Caledonian 
Bank.  A  sum  of  £967  had  been  subscribed 
for  a  new  harbour  at  Nairn,  and  an  appeal  was 
made  for  more  funds.  The  marriage  of 
Brodie  of  Brodie  to  Miss  Baillie,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Hugh  Baillie  of  Tarradale,  was  cele- 
brated with  rejoicings  on  the  estates. 

December  19. — At  a  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall 
it  was  resolved  to  establish  a  Savings  Bank 
in  Inverness.  There  was  also  a  proposal  on 
foot  for  the  formation  of  an  Inverness  Farmer 
Society.  A  Society  existed  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  century,  but  had  expired. 

Ibid. — The  Town  Council  settled  a  long-standing 
dispute  as  to  the  appropriation  of  Dr  Andrew 
Bell's  educational  endowment.  One  plan  was 
to  devote  the  money  exclusively  to  the  erec- 
tion and  maintenance  of  one  large  seminary; 
another  was  to  endow  several  subordinate 
schools  along  with  a  central  institution.  The 
second  scheme  was  carried  by  15  votes  to  4. 
"Accordingly,  a  central  institution  will  be 
erected  in  Faxraline  Park;  the  infant  school 
at  the  top  of  Castle  Street  will  be  purchased 
by  the  trustees ;  a  district  school  will  be 
erected  in  Tomnahurich  Street,  and  another 
school  on  the  Maggot;  these  will  be  in  addi- 
tion to  the  school  in  the  Mi-rkinch  already 
supported  by  the  trustees." 
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Ibid. — On  the  17tfh  of  September  a  ship  called 
the  Asia  sailed  from  Cromarty  with  about  280 
emigrants,  from  the  counties  of  Boss  and  In- 
verness, for  New  South  Wales.  On  getting 
to  sea  she  proved  very  leaky,  and  poit  into 
Plymouth,  where  she  was  declared  unfit  for 
the  voyage.  The  food  provided  for  the  pas- 
sengers was  also  poor  and  insufficient.  The 
case  was  the  subject  of  inquiry. 

December  26. — It  is  announced  that  Alexander 
Milne,  of  New  Orleajis,  a  native  of  Moray- 
shire,  had  left  100,000  dollars  for  the  erection 
of  a  public  school  at  Fochabers,  and  a  bequest 
for  the  poor  of  the  village.  By  some  oversight 
ha  named  no  parties  in  the  will  as  adminis- 
trators, and  the  inhabitants  of  Fochabers  ap- 
plied to  the  Court  of  Session  on  the  subject. 
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Political  affairs  were  very  troubled  in  1839. 
The  Canadian  question^  Irish  crime  and  agi- 
tation, the  rise  of  Chartism,  the  situation  in 
Jamaica,  all  embarrassed  the  Whig  Govern- 
ment, which  had  but  a  small  majority,  and 
had  incurred  the  dislike  of  the  Radical  wing 
of  the  party.  The  temper  of  the  Jamaica 
planters  had  been  embittered  by  the 
emancipation  of  the  negroes,  and  the  local 
Assembly  entered  into  conflict  with  the  home 
Ministry  in  connection  with  a  Prisons  Act. 
Accordingly  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
pending the  Constitution  of  Jamaica  for  five 
years.  On  the  motion  for  going  into 
Committee  the  Government  had  a  majority 
of  only  five  votes,  andl  Lord  Melbourne  and 
his  colleagues,  wearied  by  the  constant  strain, 
tendered  their  resignation  to  the  Queen.  Sir 
Robert  Peel  was  sent  for,  and  was  expected 
to  form  a  Government,  but  the  Queen  insisted 
on  keeping  several  ladies  of  her  Bedchamber, 
ami  this  led  to  a  rupture.  Lord  Melbourne 
withdrew  his  resignation  and  resumed  office. 
Before  the  crisis  occurred,  Lord  Glenelg  bad 
resigned  office  as  Colonial  Minister.  The  Go- 
vernment brought  forward  a  measure  for  the 
legislative  union  of  the  two  Canadas,  but  it 
was  not  carried  until  the  following  year.  The 
session,  however,  had  two  useful  results :  "  In 
1839  the  cause  of  education  won  its  first  con- 
siderable triumph  in  England ;  in  1839  a 
penny  postage  was  finally  adopted."  The 
new  postal  system  came  into  operation  in 
January  1840. 

In  1839  the  Scottish  Churcli  question,  which 
ended  in  the  Disruption,  began  to  assume  an 
acute  form.  The  members  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Dunkeld  were  rebuked  by  the  Court 
of  Session  for  their  action  in  the  Lethendy 
case.  The  House  of  Lords  gave  its  decision 
in  the  Auehterarder  case,  declaring  the  Veto 


1839]  File  of  Inverness  Courier.  241 

Act  illegal.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Hugh 
Miller  wrote  the  famous  letter  to  Lord 
Brougham,  which  led  to  his  appointment  as 
editor  of  the  "  Witness,"  the  newspaper  estab- 
lished in  Edinburgh  by  the  Non-Intrusion 
party. 

From  the  "Inverness  Courier." 
1839. 

January  2  — Mr  Alexander  Shepperd,  Town- 
Clerk  of  Inverness,  died  the  previous  week. 
He  had  long  been  a  solicitor  in  Inverness,  en- 
joying an  extensive  practice. 

January  9. — There  is  an  account  of  the  death  of 
Mrs  Maclean,  wife  of  the  Governor  at  Cape 
Coast  Castle.  The  lady  is  known  in  liter- 
ature as  L.  E.  L.  (Letitia,  Elizabeth  Landon). 
She  died  from  taking  an  overdose  from  a  phial, 
which  was  supposed  to  have  been  imbibed  to 
relieve  spasms. 

Ibid. — Fresh  efforts  were  made  to  suppress 
begging  in  Inverness.  Funds  were  to  be  col- 
lected and  placed  under  the  management  of  the 
clergy  and  Magistrates. 

Ibid. — An  extract  from  the  Gardener's  Maga- 
zine describes  the  gardens  at  Dalvey,  in 
Morayshire.  Mr  Macleod  of  Dalvey  was 
among  the  first  to  introduce  into  Morayshiro 
the  modern  improvements  of  gardening,  and 
his  collection  contained  some  of  the  newest 
and  rarest  plants  in  the  district. 

January  16. — A  terrific  hurricane  ra.ged  over  a 
great  part  of  the  kingdom  the  previous  week, 
destroying  building  and  shipping,  rooting  up 
trees,  and  overturning  stage  coaches  and  rail- 
road waggons.  The  gale,  however,  was  not 
much  felt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Inverness. 
The  north  mail  was  upset  near  HelmsdaJe,  but 
no  one  sustained  serious  injury. 

Ibid. — The  curious  fact  is  mentioned  that  Wil- 
liam Pitt,  Prime  Minister,  was  in  the  habit  of 
purchasing  a  great  part  of  his  port  wine  in 
Inverness.  "The  old  firm  of  Fraser,  Wilson 
and  Co.,  imported  their  wines  direct  fron 
Oporto ;  and  whether  they  went  to  greatei 
expense  or  were  too  honest  to  adulterate,  their 
wines  were  considered  to  be  of  the  richest  and 
choicest  quality.  Pitt  had  been  introduced  to 
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our  Inverness  port  at  the  table  of  the  Duchess 
of  Gordon." 

January  30. — Mr  Alexander  Mactavish,  solicitor, 
was  elected  Town-Clerk  of  Inverness.  In  the 
same  issue  there  is  an  account  of  a  trip  through 
Perthshire.  The  agitation  for  the  repeal  01 
the  Corn  Laws  had  begun,  and  is  noticed  in 
this  article.  In  the  next  issue  it  was  stated 
that  the  agitation  might  be  said  to  comprise 
the  daily  food  of  the  London  journals. 

February  6. — There  is  a  report  of  a  dinner  given 
at  Woodside  of  Donne  to  Mr  P.  B.  Aiuslie, 
Commissioner  for  the  Earl  of  Moray ;  also  a 
report  of  a  dinner  and  presentation  of  plate 
to  Mr  A.  J.  Robertson  of  lushes,  near  Inver- 
ness. Mr  Robertson  had  made  extensive  im- 
provements on  his  property,  "which  provided 
food  and  comforts  to  numbers  of  the  indus- 
trious poor  during  times  of  more  than  ordinary 
distress  and  scarcity." 

Ibid. — Elizabeth,  Duchess-Countess  of  Suther- 
land, died  in  London  on  the  previous  Tuesday, 
in  her  seventy-fourth  year.  Her  Grace  was 
Countess  of  Sutherland  in  her  own  right,  and 
married  tlie  Miirquis  of  Stafford,  who  was 
created  Duke  of  Sutherland  in  1833. 

Ibid. — "There  has  not  been  a  day  in  the  memory 
of  the  oldest  man  living  equal  to  that  of  Wed- 
nesday last  with  drift  and  snow.  The  roads 
north,  south,  east,  and  west  were  completely 
blocked  up,  so  that  no  communication  could 
be  had  from  any  quarter.  On  Friday  there 
were  two  south,  two  north,  and  one  Aberdeen 
mail  due,  and  on  that  day  the  mail  bags  were 
taken  on  horseback.  The  principal  detention 
on  the  Highland  road  is  between  Pitmain  and 
Dalwhiivnie,  and  the  snow  in  some  places  is 
upwards  of  fifteen  feet  deep.1'  Next  week  it 
is  announced  that  the  roads  were  clear. 

February  13. — "The  London,  journals  of  Satur- 
day coutain  the  unexpected  resignation  of  the 
amiable  and  eloquent  Lord  Glenelg,  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies."  His  lordship  stated  in  his 
place  in  the  Upper  House  that  he  had  received 
a  communication  from  the  Cabinet  involving 
alterations  in  the  arrangement  of  offices.  He 
said  that  this  communication  was  "  utterly 
unforeseen  and  unexpected  by  him,"  and  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  resign.  There  was  much 
speculation  on  the  subject,  but  little  definite 
information  was  supplied.  The  Canadian 
question  had  really  brought  about-  the  sever- 
ance. Lord  Glenelg  never  again  held  office. 
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Ibid. — A  report  appears  on  the  state  of  pauper- 
ism in  the  town  and  parish  of  Inverness,  pre- 
pared by  a  Committee  of  Heritors,  Magi- 
strates, and  members  of  Kirk-Session. 
Schedules  had  been  returned  which  set  down 
the  number  of  permanent  and  occasional  poor 
claiming  assistance  as  896.  Of  these  675  were 
reported  as  in  need  of  permanent  relief,  and 
111  as  in  need  of  occasional  assistance,  making 
up  786.  The  number  of  persons  whose  claims 
were  rejected  was  110.  The  amount  of  funds 
available  for  relief  was  about  £600  a  year, 
showing  a  deficiency  of  from  £1000  to  £1500. 
The  Committee  was  persuaded  that  the  de- 
mands of  the  poor  must  be  met  either  by  a 
legal  assessment,  or  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, definitely  subscribed,  for  a  term  of  years 
in  proportion  to  rental  and  to  means  and  sub- 
stamce. 

Ibid. — The  obituary  announces  the  death  of  Mr 
James  Fraser,  at  Drummond,  in  the  county  of 
Pictou,  Novia  Scotia,  in  the  82nd  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  one  of  the  heads  of  families  who 
emigrated  in  1804.  He  called  his  new  home 
Drummond,  "  after  the  loved  and  cherished 
residence  of  his  forefathers,"  on  the  south 
bank  of  Loch-Ness.  Another  entry  records 
the  death  of  Alexander  Fridge,  at  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  in  the  73rd  year  of  his  age.  He 
was  a  native  of  Elgin,  but  had  spent  fifty 
years  of  his  life  in  America,  and  "was  a  father 
to  every  Morayshire  man  who  deserved  and 
desired  Ids  .assistance  in  his  adopted  country." 

February  20. — A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Trades 
Hall,  Inverness,  which  passed  resolutions  in 
favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws.  Mr 
William  Dallas,  merchant,  was  in  the  chair, 
and  Mr  Macandrew,  solicitor,  was  one  of  the 
chief  speakers. 

February  27. — There  is  a  report  of  the  funeral 
of  the  late  Duchess-Countess  of  Sutherland. 
The  interment  took  place  in  the  family  vault 
of  the  Cathedral  of  Dornooh.  The  remains  of 
the  Duchess  were  conveyed  by  steamer  from 
London  to  Aberdeen,  and  thence  by  land,  in  a 
hearse  drawn  by  six  horses,  to  Dunrobin.  The 
coffin  lay  in  state  in  the  Castle  for  three  days. 

Ibid. — A  meeting  was  held  on  the  15th  inst.  for 
the  formation  of  an  Inverness  Farmer  Society. 
Mackintosh  of  Mackintosh  was  present,  and 
moved  Mr  Davidson  of  Cantray  into  the  chair, 
as  the  latter  had  taken  much  trouble  in  origin- 
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ating  the  movement.  Mr  Thomas  Falconer, 
solicitor,  was  appointed  the  first  Secretary. 

Ibid. — Mr  Alexander  Gray,  who  tad  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Caledonian  Bank,  died 
at  Perth  while  on  his  way  to  assume  his  duties. 

March  6. — The  Inverness  Farmer  Society  held 
their  first  exhibition  of  grain  on  the  1st  inst. 
"Tie  exhibition,"  it  is  stated,  "was  highly 
creditable  to  our  agricultural  friends,  especi- 
ally considering  the  late  untoward  season ; 
and  if  the  same  spirit  is  evinced  hereafter,  the 
formation  of  tie  Society  will  form  a  new  era 
in  the  annals  of  the  farmer  in  this  part  of  the 
country."  The  first  prize  went  to  Mrs  Fraser 
of  Fingask  for  potato  oats,  and  the  second  to 
Mr  Davidton  of  Cantray  for  Hopeton  oats. 
At  the  dinner  a  suggestion  was  made  for  the 
establishment  of  a  market  for  milk  cows. 
Sites  having  been  spoken  of,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers said  he  had  a  great  aversion  to  town  dues, 
and  he  thought  ground  at  Inshes  would  be 
suitable.  The  subject  was  reserved  for  further 
consideration.  The  same  issue  records  a 
ploughing  match,  held  at  Midcoul,  by  the 
Petty  and  Ardersier  Farmer  Society.  In  sub- 
sequent issues  there  are  reports  of  shows  or 
ploughing  matches  held  by  the  Black  Isle 
Society,  the  Nairn  Society,  and  other  local 
Associations. 

Ibid. — "On  Monday  last  the  workmen  engaged 
in  the  erection  of  the  new  inn,  High  Stre*t, 
adjoining  the  British  Linen  Company's  bank- 
ing office,  found  part  of  a  deer's  horn,  36 
inches  in  length,  about  ten  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  street.  Part  of  the  horn  wag 
covered  with  sea-shells,  the  debris  of  some  flood 
in  remote  antiquity." 

Ibid. — The  issue  contains  an  address  issued  by 
Bishop  Macdonell  to  the  Irish  Catholics  of 
Upper  Canada.  It  condemns  the  recent  dis- 
affection in  Canada,  and  commends  the  loyalty 
and  good  conduct  of  the  Bishop's  people. 

March  13. — A  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of 
the  improvement  and  completion  of  the  Cale- 
donian Canal.  A  valuable  report  had  been 
submitted  by  an  engineer,  Mr  Walker,  who 
was  convinced  that  an  extensive  plan  of  repair 
and  improvement  was  necessary  to  give  the 
undertaking  a  fair  chance,  and  carry  out  the 
original  design  of  Mr  Telford. 

Ibid. — The   Postmaster-General    was   pleased    to 
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direct  the  establishment  of  a  daily  penny  post 
to  Cawdor,  under  the  charge  of  Mr  John  Mac- 
gillivray,  b.iker  there.  The  estate  of  Barra 
was  exposed  to  sola  at  the  upset  price  of 
£36,000,  and  knocked  down  to  Ml-  James 
Menzies  at  £42,050.  A  public  meeting  at 
Oromarty  condemned  the  Corn  Laws. 

March  20. — The  heritors  and  Commissioners  of 
Supply  of  the  county  of  Inverness  met  to  con- 
sider the  state  of  the  Corn  Laws.  Sheriff 
Tytter  moved  a  resolution  in  favour  of  the 
existing  system.  Lord  Lovat  moved  an 
amendment  to  thei  effect  that  the  uncertainty 
caused  by  the  present  system  was  injurious  to 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  praying  the 
Legislature  to  take  the  subject  into  their  most 
careful  consideration.  Sheriff  Ty  tier's  motion 
was  carried  by  23  to  4. 

March  27. — Mr  Villiers  submitted  a  motion  in 
the  House  of  Commons  for  a  Committee  to 
consider  the  Oorn  Laws.  The  question  was 
debated  for  five  nights.  In  the  end  the  motion 
was  deieated  by  342  votes  to  195 — majority. 
147. 

April  3. — It  was  proposed,  by  a  Joint  Stock 
Scheme,  to  erect  a  market  place  in  Inverness 
behind  the  Episcopal  Church  (St  John's). 
The  ground  was  for  sale,  and  immediate  entry 
could  be  obtained. 

Ibid. — On  Wednesday,  20th  March,  the  shock  of 
an  earthquake  was  distinctly  felt  in  the  moun- 
tainous tract  of  country  extending  from  Fort- 
Augustus  to  Kingussie  and  Laggan,  in  Bade- 
noch.  The  shock  occurred  between  two  and 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  does  not 
seem  to  have  extended  further  east  than  Fort- 
Augustus,  in  the  Great  Glen. 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  in  the  Northern  Infirm- 
ary a  remarkable  case  occurred  of  the  power 
of  speech  and  motion  being  restored  after  a 
period  of  nine  years.  Isabella  Mackenzie,  aged 
32,  from  the  parish  of  Ferintosh,  was  admitted 
to  the  hospital'  on  27th  October  1838.  Her 
mother  stated  that  she  was  in  the  habitual  en- 
joyment of  robust  health  until  nine  years  be- 
fore, when  she  was  seized  with  a  severe  attack 
of  scarlet  fever,  and  never  recovered  from  its 
effects.  The  power  of  speech  was  entirely 
lost,  and  during  the  whole  period  she  was  con- 
fined to  bed.  At  the  Infirmary  the  utmost  at- 
tention was  paid  to  improve  her  general 
health,  and  in  three  months  she  was  able,  with 


246  Inverness  Courier  Index.  [1839 

assistance,  to  walk  across  the  ward.  Power- 
ful remedies  were  then  applied  to  bring  back 
her  faculty  of  speech,  but  for  a  time  without 
effect.  "Electricity  was  employed  for  about  a 
week,  and  during  that  time  several  sparks 
were  taken  from  the  tongue,  till  the  patient 
began  to  complain  by  signs  of  a  burning  sensa- 
tion in  the  throat.  This  was  followed  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  by  an  imperfect  attempt 
at  speech.  Her  improvement  is  now  steadily 
progressing,  and  she  is  able  to  carry  on  a  con- 
versation." 

Ibid. — A  letter  from  Skye  reports  a  case  of  second 
sight.  A  man  named  William  Mftcleod,  a 
gamekeeper  from  Raasay,  had  visited  Portree, 
and  on  his  way  back  had  disappeared.  "After 
an  interval  of  eight  days,  a  man  from  Portree 
came  forward  and  stated  that  fourteen  years 
ago,  while  he  was  herding  cattle  in  the  day- 
light, he  had  a  vision  of  a  man  falling  over 
a  certain  rock  (which  he  described),  dressed  in 
light  clothes,  and  resembling  in  his  general 
appearance  the  individual  who  was  missing. 
It  was  agreed  to  visit  the  spot,  and  accord- 
ingly a  boat  was  procured,  and  the  '  gifted 
seer"  proceeded  with  a  pflrty  of  men  in  the 
direction  of  the  rock  by  the  seaside.  At  the 
precise  spot  the  body  of  the  unfortunate  game- 
keeper was  discovered.  It  is  supposed  that 
after  he  had  left  Portree,  he  had  gone  on  his 
journey  as  far  as  the  cairn  opposite  Raasay, 
and  that,  mistaking  his  way  at  this  point 
(for  the  evening  was  dark  and  stormy),  he  had 
fallen  over  a  rock,  and  thus  met  with  his 
death."  The  editor  expresses  the  hope  that 
the  remains  of  the  deceased  and  the  circum- 
stances of  his  death  had  been  examined  by  the 
proper  authorities. 

April  17.— The  Nairnshire  Bible  Society  held  its 
twenty-fifth  annual  meeting.  The  funds 
amounted  to  about  £40,  being  £10  more  than 
the  previous  year.  Since  its  commencement 
in  1840  the  Society  had  been  enabled  to  devote 
about  £1030  to  the  circulation  of  the  Scrip- 
tures at  home  and  abroad. 

April  24. — John  Gait,  author  of  "Annals  of  the 
Parish,"  &c.,  died  on  April  9th  at  Greenock. 
The  Rev.  William  Leslie,  minister  of  the 
united  parishes  of  St  Andrews  and  Lhan- 
bryde,  Morayshire,  died  on  the  13th  inst.  He 
•was  in  the  92nd  year  of  his  age  and  66th  of 
his  ministry.  A  tribute  is  paid  to  Mr  Leslie's 
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hospitality  and  kindliness,  and  it  is  stated  that 
he  retained  his  cheerfulness,  benevolence,  and 
vivacity  to  the  last. 

May  1. — The  Marnoch  Church  case  was  dis- 
cussed at  the  Synod  of  Moray  on  a  complaint 
against  a  sentence  of  the  Presbytery  of  Strath- 
bogie  sisting  proceedings  in  the  settlement. 
After  considerable  discussion,  it  was  resolved, 
by  24  votes  to  9,  to  refer  the  case  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

May  8. — The  judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords 
is  given  in  the  Auchterarder  case.  By  this 
decision  the  Veto  Act  passed  by  the  Clmrch 
of  Scotland  was  finally  declared  to  be  illegal. 
Lord  Brougham,  who  delivered  the  leading 
judgment,  spoke  for  three  hours. 

Ibid. — Mr  Matthew  Adam,  rector  of  the  In- 
verness Royal  Academy,  resigned  office  on  the 
directors  agreeing  to  grant  him  a  retiring 
allowance  of  £60  per  annum.  [At  this  point 
several  numbers  are  missing  from  the  file,  a 
most  unusual  occurrence.] 

June  12. — The  Presbytery  of  Inverness  moderated 
in  a  call  to  the  Rev.  David  Sutherland, 
preacher  of  the  Gospel,  to  be  minister  of  the 
East  Church.  At  the  same  meeting  a  discus- 
sion arose  as  to  the  style  of  the  new  church 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  The  minutes  of 
a  previous  meeting  bore  that  the  Presbytery 
had  appointed  this  church  to  be  called  "the 
First  Church  of  Inverness."  Dr  Rose  ob- 
jected, and  moved  that  the  words  be  expunged 
from  the  minutes.  Rev.  Mr  Clark  considered 
the  motion  unconstitutional,  and  moved  its 
rejection.  Mr  Fraser,  Dores,  proposed  as  a 
third  motion  that  the  matter  be  delayed,  and 
submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  Kirk-Session, 
and  this  motion  was  carried.  Dr  Rose  dis- 
sented, and  appealed  to  the  Synod. 

June  19. — A  monster  petition  from  the  Chartists, 
signed  by  1,280,000  persons,  was  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  It  required  five  men 
to  lift  it,  and  in  point  of  form  it  resembled 
"a  cylinder  of  parchment  about  the  diameter 
of  a  coach-wheel,  and  was  literally  lolled  into 
the  House."  The  petition  prayed  for  universal 
suffrage,  vote  by  ballot,  annual  Parliaments, 
the  abolition  of  the  property  qualification  of 
members,  and  the  payment  of  members. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  report  of  thei  proceedings  in 
the  Court  of  Session  when  the  members  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Dunkeld  appeared  at  the  bar  of 
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the  Court  of  Session,  and  were  rebuked  for 
breach  of  interdict.  This  is  known  in  Church 
history  as  the  Lethendy  case. 

June  26. — The  progress  of  railways  in  England 
and  Scotland  had  recently  caused  a  great  de- 
mand for  firwood  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 
"Tlie  sound  of  the  axe  and  the  sawmill  are 
heard  in  the  loneliest  and  most  remote  parts  of 
the  Highlands.  We  have  heard  of  one  pro- 
prietor selling  his  finrood  for  £10,000,  and 
another  for  £5300.  Within  the  last  eight  or 
ten  years  a  vast  number  of  sales  of  this  kind 
have  been  effected,  ranging  from  eight  or  ten 
thousand  to  as  many  hundreds  each.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  shipping  is  engaged  in 
this  trade ;  and  the  vessels  that  carry  out  the 
timber  in  the  shape  of  railroad-sleepers,  pit- 
props,  &c.,  generally  return  with  cargoes  of 
coal,  lime,  and  other  commodities.  The  num- 
ber of  men  employed  in  felling  the  trees,  saw- 
ing them  up  and  exporting  them,  is  also  a 
source  of  great  advantage  to  the  country." 

July  3. — There  is  a  long  notice  of  the  Memoir  of 
William  Forsyth  of  Cromarty,  by  Hugh 
Miller,  printed  for  private  circulation.  The 
notice  closes  as  follows: — "Mr  Miller,  like  the 
subject  of  his  Memoir,  seems  to  have  selected 
Cromarty  as  the  chosen  scene  of  his  exertions ; 
it  has  been  well  worked  up  by  both ;  but  the 
author  has  the  advantage  of  the  merchant,  as 
his  stores  are  more  readily  diffused  over  the 
kingdom  where,  we  have  no  doubt,  they  will 
be  found  after  many  days,  and  be  long  prized 
as  faithful  and  delightful  pictures  of  Scottish 
Society  and  manners." 

July  10. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
brought  forward  his  Budget  on  the  previous 
Friday.  Its  one  important  feature  was  the 
proposal  to  establish  penny  postage.  Petitions 
on  the  subject  had  been  pouring  in  to  Parlia- 
ment from  ail  parts  of  the  country.  Another 
piece  of  news  was  the  report  of  a  serious  riot 
at  Birmingham,  arising  from  a  conflict  be- 
tween the  Chartists  and  the  police. 

Ibid. — "This  day  is  published,  price  threepence, 
Letter  to  Lord  Brougham,  on  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  his  lordship  in  the  Aiuchterarder 
case.  By  Hugh  Miller,  banker,  Cromarty. 
John  Johustone,  Edinburgh.'' 

July  17. — The  annual  Sheep  and  Wool  Fair  -was 
held  the  previous  week.  A  scarcity  of  sheep 
had  arisen  in  consequence  of  rot  in  parts  of 
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England  and  Scotland.  Accordingly,  Cheviot 
wedders  sold  at  an  advance  of  from 
Is  to  2s  6d  over  the  prices  of  1838 ;  but  there 
was  a  drop  in  the  price  of  ewes  owing  to  the 
losses  sustained  by  last  year's  purchasers,  and 
the  exertions  made  by  rearers  of  stock  in  the 
South  to  increase  and  improve  their  flocks. 
In  wool  there  was  a  decline  of  from  10  to  15 
per  cent.,  'but  the  rates  were  still  considered 
fair  and  remunerative.  Figures  were  quoted 
as  follows :  — Cheviot  wedders,  23s  to  32s  ; 
ewes,  14s  to  19s ;  lambs,  10s  to  13s.  Cross 
wedders,  20s  to  25s ;  ewes,  12s  to  16s ;  lambs, 
9s  to  11s  6d.  Blackfaced  wedders,  15s  to  22s ; 
ewes,  10s  to  12s ;  lambs.  7s  to  8s  3d.  Cheviot 
wool,  laid,  washed,  18s  to  20s;  unwashed, 
14s  to  16s.  Cross,  washed,  12s  to  13s;  un- 
washed, 10s  to  11s.  Blackfaced,  laid,  8s  to 
9s;  white,  10s  6d  to  12s.  The  market  was 
well  attended.  Sir  Charles  Gordon,  Secretary 
of  the  Highland  and  Agriculture  Society,  was 
present,  to  make  .arrangements  for  a  show  to 
be  held  at  Inverness  in  October.  At  one  of 
the  ordinaries.  The  Mackintosh  proposed  the 
health  of  Colonel  Mackintosh  of  Farr,  who 
had  just  returned  to  his  native  country  from 
India,  after  an  absence  of  thirty  years.  In 
acknowledging  the  compliment.  Colonel  Mack- 
intosh dwelt  O'U  the  great  changes  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  North  during  the  long 
period  of  his  absence,  the  improvements  in 
planting  and  cultivating  the  soil,  the  intro- 
duction oi  steam  navigation,  the'  formation  of 
roads,  and  the  general  advance  made  in  the 
arts  of  civilisation.  Another  visitor  was  Mr 
M'Diarmid,  the  editor  of  the  "Dumfries 
Courier,"  who  held  a  high  standing  in  the 
provincial  press,  and  who  delivered  a  graphic 
speech  on  the  happiness  of  rural  life. 
Ibid. — An  action  was  brought  before  the  Sheriff- 
Swbstitute  of  the  eastern  Division  of  Ross- 
shire  by  the  Kirk-Session  of  Eddertou  against 
a  pensioner  there  for  payment  of  the  penalty 
of  ten  pounds  Scots,  alleged  to  be  due  by  him 
for  violating  the  Act  of  1664,  regarding  Church 
discipline.  "The  demand  was  resisted — first, 
because  the  Treasurer  of  the  Kirk-Session  had 
no  right  to  pursue  for  the  penalty  without  the 
Procurator-Fiscal's  concurrence,  particularly 
as  one-half  of  the  amount  was  ordered  to  b» 
applied  for  pious  uses,  and  the  other  half  to 
be  divided  into  two  equal  paits,  between  the 

32 
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informer  and  constable,  for  bringing  the 
accused  to  justice ;  and  secondly,  because  the 
various  Acts  of  Parliament,  imposing  penalties 
in  the  shape  of  Church  discipline,  were  in 
desuetude,  and  could  not  be  enforced  in  any 
Court  of  law.  The  Sheriff-Substitute,  after 
taking  time  to  consider  the  case,  was  of 
opinion  that  both  objections  were  well 
founded  ;  indeed,  he  thought  that  if  the  Act 
of  Parliament  had  been  in  observance,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Justices  of  Peace  to  enforce 
it,  and  not  the  Sheriff,  -who,  he  conceived,  had 
no  jurisdiction  to  take  cognisance  of  the 
offence.  It  was,  however,  quite  clear  that  the 
defender's  objections  were  irresistible,  and 
lie  therefore  assoilzied  him  from  the  com- 
plaint, and  dismissed  the  action." 

Ibid. — Died,  at  the  Manse  of  Daviot,  on  the  1st 
inst.,  the  Rev.  James  Miicphail,  at  the  age  of 
73.  His  pastorate  extended  over  thirty-seven 
years,  and  he  was  held  in  high  esteem. 

Ibid. — A  movement  was  set  on  foot  for  the 
establishment  of  two  public  markets  for  the 
sale  of  cattle  and  sheep  in  September  and 
October,  at  Spean-Bridge,  near  Fort-William. 
The  reasons  assigned  were  the  grievance  of 
tolls  and  the  damage  to  stock  arising  from  the 
long  drive  from  the  North  of  Scotland  to 
Falkirk  Market,  the  exorbitant  charges  made 
by  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
market  stance,  the  heavy  customs  exacted, 
and  the  loss  and  expense  on  the  stance.  It 
was  estimated  that  from  60,000  to  70,000  sheep 
were  shown  at  Falkirk  at  each  of  the  Sep- 
tember and  October  Trysts,  and  that  about 
50,000  of  these  came  from  the  Highlands  and 
Islands,  in  the  proportions  of  20,000  to  30,000 
by  each  of  the  western  and  eastern  roads. 
The  subject  had  been  discussed  at  the  Loch- 
aber  Agricultural  Society,  and  the  Marquis 
of  Huntly  had  offered  the  site  at  Spean- 
Bridge.  The  first  name  on  the  committee  to 
promote  the  scheme  was  that  of  John  Came- 
ron, Coirychoilie,  then  one  of  the  largest 
sheep  farmers  in  the  Highlands. 

July  24. — A  disturbance  had  occurred  in  the 
island  of  Harris.  The  proprietor,  contem- 
plating certain  improvements  on  an  extensive 
scale,  had  given  notice  to  a  number  of  the 
cottars,  about  fifty  families,  to  remove.  He 
is  said  to  have  offered  the  people  a  sum  of 
£11  each,  and  made  arrangements  for  their 
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emigration.  To  these  terms  they  are  also 
said  to  have  consented,  but  when  the  parties 
went  to  complete  the  arrangements  the 
islanders  refused  to  comply,  and  showed  a 
spirit  of  determined  resistance.  The  officers 
employed  to  carry  the  ejectments  into  effect 
were  deforced,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to 
proceed  without  additional  assistance.  In  re- 
sponse to  an  application,  a  detachment  of  the 
78th  Highlanders  was  sent  from  Glasgow,  pro- 
ceeding by  way  of  Oban  and  Portree.  They 
were  accompanied  to  the  island  by  the  Sheriff 
of  the  county  and  other  officials. 

Ibid. — The  death,  is  announced  of  Mr  Robert 
Wilson,  tenant  of  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  In- 
verness. It  is  stated  that  he  had  been  known 
for  the  last  fourteen  years  as  the  best  inn- 
keeper in  the  North  of  Scotland.  During  the 
summer  and  autumn  months  his  hotel  was  fre- 
quented by  tourists  and  sportsmen  from  all 
parts  of  Scotland. 

Ibid.— A  curious  case  in  Cromarty  is  briefly 
noticed,  and  forms  the  subject  of  communica- 
tions in  subsequent  issues.  At  a  public  con- 
cert in  Cromarty,  held  on  the  Queen's  birth- 
day, the  National  Anthem  was  sung,  and  all 
the  audience  stood  up,  with  the  exception  of 
the  chief  officer  of  the  Coastguard  Station. 
This  led  to  an  altercation  with  one  of  the 
Magistrates,  and  an  official  inquiry.  The 
officer,  it  was  stated,  had  merely  remained  sit- 
ting to  keep  a  lady  in  countenance  who  had 
a  baby  sleeping  on  her  knee!  The  Magistrate, 
seeing  him,  called  to  him  by  name,  "up  or 
out,"  hence  the  commotion.  The  officer  ap- 
plied for  law  burrows  against  tlie.  Magistrate, 
but  failed.  He  was  removed  to  another 
station. 

August  7. — The  disturbances  in  Harris  had  come 
to  an  end.  The  Sheriff  and  military  went  to 
Borve,  where  they  met  with  no  resistance,  and 
made  five  arrests.  The  poverty  of  Harris  is 
attributed  to  the  hardships  that  followed  from 
the  decay  of  the  kelp  trade.  That  trade  had 
so  deteriorated  that  the  proprietor  was  paying 
to  his  poor  tenants  £2  16s  6d  for  manufactured 
kelp,  which  be  could  sell  with  difficulty  at 
£2  10s  in  Liverpool.  Before  warning  the 
people  off  the  estate  (the  number  of  families 
is  now  stated  at  thirty),  the  proprietor  offered 
to  pass  from  all  the  arrears  of  rent  due  and 
to  give  them  a  sum  of  £200.  The  editor  ex- 
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presses  the  hope  tliat  all  such  removals  will 
be  made  slowly  and  gradually — a.  few  families 
only  each  year — unless  the  Government  came 
forward,  with  wist'ly-directed  generosity,  to 
supply  ample  means  for  emigration. 

Ibid. — A  Scottish  Prisons  Bill,  which  had  long 
been  under  way,  passed  through  Parliament. 

August  14. — Some  warm  language  used  at  a 
dinner  at  Forres  showed  the  strained  relations 
between  Church  and  dissent  at  this  time.  Sit 
William  Gordon-Gumming,  who  was  in  the 
chair,  expressed  the  hope  that  these  unhappy 
differences  were  passing  away.  "He  trusted 
the  time  would  come  when  there  would  be  uo 
such  distinctions ;  when  ministers,  like  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  would  be  elected  every 
seven  years ;  and  when  Mr  Stark  (the  Seces- 
sion minister)  would  have  an  equal  chance  of 
the  Parish  Church  with  Mr  Grant."  These 
sentiments  were  cheered,  but  Mr  Grant  rose 
and  retorted — "In  that  rase  I  beg  to  tell  Sir 
William  that  his  estatts  will  not  be  worth 
six  months'  purchase."  Sir  William  did  nut 
see  the  connection.  He  thought  the  charter 
to  his  estate  would  .hold  good  as  long  as  he 
fulfilled  its  conditions.  "If  the  rev.  gentle- 
man," he  added,  "for  the  love  of  the  kirk, 
would  violate  his  charter,  he  must  abide  by 
the  consequences."  This  wa-s  a  hit  at  the 
controversy  on  the  Veto.  Another  member  of 
the  company  hacked  up  the  dissenters,  and 
correspondence  followed  the  dinner. 

August  28. — The  first  rumour  appears  of  a  prob- 
able marriage  between  Queen  Victoria  and 
Prince  Albert.  The  Chartist  agitation  con- 
tinued, and  an  occasional  delegate  appeared  in 
the  North  of  Scotland,  but  met  with  small  en- 
couragement. A  number  of  Chartists  liad 
been  apprehended  in  England,  chiefly  in  Lan- 
cashire. No  less  than  a  hundred  rioters  were 
committed  for  trial.  Three  Birmingham 
rioters  had  been,  sentenced  to  death,  but  were 
respited,  and  their  sentences  commuted  to 
transportation  for  life. 

Ibid. — "  Since  our  last  publication  Dr  Chalmers 
has  addressed  crowded  audiences  in  Dornoch, 
Cromarty,  and  Dingwall,  on  tie  subject  of 
Church  extension.  On  Sunday  last  the  rev. 
gentleman  preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of 
Rosskeen.  He  is  now  in  Inverness,  and  will 
address  our  townsmen  on  the  same  subject  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  next.  His  addresses 
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are  all  of  great  length,  great  power,  and  are 
marked  by  extraordinary  energy  and  earnest- 
ness." This  is  aji  introduction  to  a  fuller  re- 
port. Dr  Chalmers  was  entertained  to  a  pub- 
lic dinner  in  Dingwall,  and  on  a  subsequent 
day  to  a  breakfast  in  Inverness.  He  was  ac- 
companied by  the  Rev.  Mr  Buchanan,  of  Glas- 
gow, and  by  Mr  Maitland  Makgill. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  notice  of  Hugh  Milltr's  two 
pamphlets  on  the  Church  question,  the  letter 
to  Lord  Brougham,  and  "The  Wluggism  of 
the  Old  School."  The  reviewer  bestows  high 
praise  on  the  literary  quality  of  the  pamphlets. 
"Mr  Miller  is  a  master  of  English,  and  of 
such  English  as  Dryden  or  Goldsmith  would 
have  written  had  they  lived  at  the  present 
day."  The  reviewer  does  not  take  the  same 
view  of  the  Veto  Act  as  Miller,  but  he  adds — 
"Mem  of  all  shades  of  opinion  may  consult  Mr 
Miller's  tracts  with  pleasure  and  advantage. 
We  hear  that  their  worthy  author  is  about  to 
remove  from  Cromarty  to  conduct  a  Church 
newspaper  to  be  established  in  Edinburgh. 
He  is  well  qualified  for  such  a  task,  and  his 
talents — seconded  by  his  high  character  and 
integrity — will  find  a  suitable  field  in  the  ac- 
complished society  of  the  Scottish  metro- 
polis." In  the  same  number  there  is  a  notice 
of  a  volume  of  "Sacred  Poems"  by  the  late  Sir 
Robert  Grant. 

September  4. — Parliament  was  prorogued  on  the 
27th  ult.  Among  the  measures  winch  her 
Majesty  mentions  witb  satisfaction  is  the  "re- 
duction of  the  postage  duties."  Preliminary 
steps  had  still  to  be  taken  before  the  measure 
could  come  into  effect.  The  same  number 
gives  an  account  of  the  great  Eglintoun 
Tournament.  Lady  Seymour  was  Queen  of 
Beauty.  The  festival  continued  several  days, 
but  was  greatly  marred  by  heavy  rains. 
Prince  Louis  Napoleon,  afterwards  Emperor  of 
the  French,  was  present. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  report  of  Dr  Chalmers's  address 
at  Inverness,  which  was  delivered  to  a  laxge 
audience  in  the  High  Church.  It  is  stated 
that  "the  subscription  here  already  amounts 
to  £2000 — a  sum  greatly  beyond  the  expecta- 
tion of  any  one."  Dr  Chalmers  also  visited 
Forres,  and  was  entertained  to  a  public  dinner 
there.  Immediately  after  the  visit  of  Dr 
Chalmers,  a  gentleman  from  Manchester,  Mir 
A.  W.  Paultou,  visited  Inverness,  and  de- 
livered lectures  on  the  Corn  Laws. 
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Ibid. — The  vacancy  in  the  parish  of  Daviot  was 
beginning  to  rouse  excitement.  "As  there  are 
only,"  we  are'  told,  "ten  or  twelve  male  heads 
of  families,  communicants  in  the  parish,  a 
keen  canvas  and  no  little  speculation  have  been 
called  forth  on  the  occasion.  Lord  Jahtt  Rus- 
sell has  just  nominated  tb»  Rev.  Simon  Mack- 
intosh, Inshes,  and  the  Rev.  John  Fraser, 
Stratherrick,  as  candidates  for  the  choice  of 
the  qualified  parishioners.  In  making  this  in- 
timation to  the  persons  concerned;,  Lord  John 
conveyed  an  admonition  to  certain  parties  who 
had  been  instrumental  in  getting  up  a  petition 
on  behalf  of  another  gentleman.  He  stated 
that  whilst  at  all  times  anxious  to  consult  the 
wishes  of  the  people  in  the  selection  of  their 
clergyman,  he  could  give  no  encouragement 
whatever  to  the  canvass  of  a  vacant  parish ; 
and  having  understood  that  beyond  doubt  this 
had  been  the  case  in  this  instance,  he  had  come 
to  the  resolution  to  set  aside  the  'petition  thus 
got  up,  and  not  to  advise  her  Majesty  to 
appoint  the  individual  on  whose  behalf  it  had 
been  forwarded."  The  text  of  this  communi- 
cation was  afterwards  published.  The  can- 
didate whom  Lord  John  Russell  declined  to 
appoint  was  the  Rev.  Archibald  Cook.  Mr 
Cook  then  wrote  denying  indignantly  that  he 
had  ever  canvassed. 

September  25. — At  the  Circuit  Court  at  Inver- 
ness a  singular  case  was  tried  from  the  parish 
of  Kirkliill.  The  schoolmaster  there  was 
charged  with  having  forced  his  way  to  the 
Communion  table  without  permission,  and  with 
having  seized  the  cup  and  partaken  of  it 
against  the  remonstrances  of  the  ministers  and 
elders.  After  a  long  trial  the  jury  found  "the 
panel  not  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and 
not  guilty  of  profanity ;  but  find  him,  guilty  of 
illegally  disturbing  the  congregation."  This 
was  held  to  be  a  conviction  under  a  statute  of 
the  eleventh  Parliament  of  James  Sixth, 
Chapter  27th,  which  ordained — "That  whatso- 
ever person  or  persons  shall  happen  hereafter 
to  perturb  the  order  of  the  kirk,  in  time  of 
divine  service,  or  to  make  any  tumult,  raise 
any  fray,  either  in  kirk  or  kirkyard,  where- 
through the  people  then  convened  shall 
happen  to  be  disordered,  troubled,  or  dis- 
persed, the  same  shall  be  ane  point  of  dittay, 
and  the  persons  to  be  convict  thereof  shall 
tyne  all  their  movables  goods,  to  be  escheit 
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to  our  Sovereign  Lord  for  their  offence;  but 
[without]  prejudice  of  greater  punishment,  gif 
there  should  happen  any  greater  offence,  as 
slaughter,  blood,  mutilation,  shooting  of  hag- 
buttes  and  pistolettes,  according  to  the  laws 
of  this  reaJm."  The  Court  accordingly  had 
no  discretion,  except  to  declare  that  the  panel's 
goods  were,  escheat  to  the  Crown ;  "amd  the 
panel,  who  seemed  satisfied  at  the  result,  was 
allowed  to  leave  the  bar." 

Ibid. — The  editor  gives  an  account  of  a  visit  to 
Moyhall,  afterwards  published  in  the  Highland 
Notebook. 

October  2.— A  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  issued  a  report  recommending  ex- 
tensive improvements  on  the  Caledonian  Canal. 
Ibid. — The  Northern  Meeting  in  the  previous 
week  was  favoured  with  fine  weather.  Pony 
races  were  provided  at  the  Longman  by  sub- 
scription. The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lord 
Saltoun  presided  at  the  dinners,  which  con- 
tinued to  form  a  feature  of  the  Meeting. 
Both  had  served  under  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, and  incidents  of  their  careers  were  re- 
called. Presents  were  sent  to  the  piu'veyor 
iu  prospect  of  the  Meeting  and  the  forth- 
coming banquet  of  the  Highland  Society. 
The  Duke  of  Sutherland  sent  two  fine  stags ; 
Mr  Ross  of  Rossie  a  stag  weighing  22  stone ; 
Lord  Lovat  two  fine  hinds ;  Culduthel,  par- 
tridges ;  and  Mr  Boulderson.  Brahan  Castle,  a 
supply  of  choice  fruit.  It  is  stated  that  the 
host  of  the  Caledonian  Hotel  had  obtained  a 
turtle  weighing  130  Ibs.  for  the  Highland 
Society  dinner. 

Ibid. — The  difficulty  which  was  arising  in  the 
parish  of  Daviot  leads  to  a  short  account  and 
description  of  the  parish.  The  writer  says — • 
"Though  one  of  the  largest  parishes  in  Scot- 
land, we  are  assured  there  are  only  ten  male 
communicants  of  the  Church  in  Daviot,  in 
consequence  of  a  schism  which  began  about 
twenty  years  ago,  on  the  introduction  of  a 
catechist  or  lay  preacher.  These  religious 
divisions,  though  not  so  warlike  as  the  old 
feuds,  are  kept  up  with  equal  tenacity.1'  The 
article  closes  with  the  following  sentences, 
which  show  the  progress  of  improvement,  and 
the  hopes  that  were  entertained  :  — "  Those 
only  who  can  contrast  the  present  state  of  the 
Highlands  with  what  it  was  twelve  years  ago, 
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as  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  can  appreciate 
how  much  has  been  done  in  planting  and1  in 
reclaiming  waste  land — how  strong  a  spirit  of 
emulation  is  abroad — and  how  many  parishes 
have  become  exporting  instead  of  importing 
districts.  Thorough  drainage  and  bone-dust 
have  revolutionised  the  surface  of  the  earth ; 
and  if  the  whole  kingdom  were  brought  under 
the  improved  system  of  tillage,  the  corn  pro- 
duce of  Britain  would  far  exceed  the  wants  of 
its  population." 

Ibid. — Badenoch  was  very  gay  this  season.  The 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Bedford,  with,  their 
friends,  were  at  their  favourite  autumn  resi- 
dence, the  Doune,  and  Mr  Edward  Ellice, 
M.P. ,  at  Invereshie.  These  two  parties  made 
up  a  purse  of  fifty  guineas,  to  be  given  as 
prizes  for  athletic  sports.  The  gathering  came 
off  at  Invereshie.  "An  immense  concourse  of 
persons  was  present,  as  the  news  soon  spread 
over  the  hills,  an4  the  people  poured  forth 
to  witness  the  splendid  array  of  Sassenach 
lords  and  ladies,  and  to  partake  in  the  amuse- 
ments of  the  day.  A  hogshead  of  whisky  was 
provided  by  the  generous  entertainers,  and/ 
abundance  of  bread,  beef,  and  mutton.  Tents 
were  erected  in  the  Glen,  and  as  the  ladies 
arrived  the  pipers  announced  the  events  in 
the  liveliest  strains  of  the  pibroch.  The  sports 
commenced  with  a  foot  race  up  a  steep  moun- 
tain, one  of  the  highest  in  fihe  Grampians. 
Seven  Highlanders  started,  the  distance  back- 
and  forward  being  better  than  four  miles. 
The  winner  of  the  first  prize  (which  was  £3) 
came  in  to  the  pole  in  the  short  time  of  22 
minutes  35  seconds ;  the  successful  competi- 
tors for  the  second  and  third  prizes  arrived  very 
soon  afterwards,  keeping  side  by  side  the  whole 
way,  until  within  a  few  seconds  of  their 
arrival  at  the  starting  place."  There  were 
other  sports,  including  pony  races  by  some 
of  the  party.  A  supper  and  ball  followed. 
Fire-works  were  let  off,  and  a  field  piece  in  the 
lawn  awoke  the  mountain  echoes. 

October  5. — This  was  a  special  edition,  issued  to 
report  the  great  meeting  and  show  of  the 
Highland  Society,  held  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  3rd  and  4th  inst.  On  Wednesday 
there  was  a  dinner  in  the  Northern  Meeting 
Rooms,  where  addresses  wiere  given  on  sub- 
jects important  to  agriculturists.  The  number 
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present  was  240.  Mr  Mackintosh  of.Qeddes, 
Convener  of  the  Society's  Committees  in  the 
Northern  Counties,  was  in  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Lord 
Lovat,  and  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen. 
The  show  was  held  in  the  Academy  Park.  The 
entries  numbered  879,  "within  about  twenty 
of  the  great  Glasgow  Exhibition."  The  stock 
consisted  of  Highland,  shorthorned,  polled, 
Ayrshire,  and  cross  cattle ;  also  horses  and 
sheep.  There  were  prizes  for  the  best  samples 
of  wool,  and  for  roots  and  seeds.  Some  im- 
plements were  exhibited,  and  mention  is  made 
of  one  medal  in  this  department.  The  report 
speaks  highly  of  the  quality  of  the  stock.  In 
sheep,  it  is  said,  the  show  of  Cheviots  was  by 
far  the  best  that  had  ever  been  exhibited  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Highland  Society.  "A 
gentleman  from  Northumberland  states  that 
at  their  exhibitions  in  the  North  of  England 
no  such  Cheviot  wedders  had  ever  been  seen." 
Horses  were  apparently  the  poorest  part  of 
the  show,  though  it  is  acknowledged  that  there 
was  a  fair  representation  of  draught  mares  and 
fillies.  A  great  pavilion  was  erected,  de- 
signed to  accommodate  a  thousand  persons. 
It  was  fitted  up  with  gas,  and  was  tastefully 
decorated.  A  dinner  was  held  here  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  presided  over  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  and  attended  by  about  780  per- 
sons. The  n'port  of  the  meetings  and  of  the 
show  extends  to  nearly  twelve  columns,  and 
must  have  been  a  great  effort  for  the  news- 
paper resources  of  the  time. 
October  23. — A  meeting  of  heritors  was  held  to 
consider  a  proposal  to  disjoin  the  office  of  first- 
minister  of  Inverness  from  the  offices  of  the 
other  two  ministers,  by  allotting  to  him  the 
new  church  (the  West  Church)  and  a  parish 
attached  quoad  sacra,  with  a  distinct  session. 
It  had  been  proposed  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Clark 
and  his  friends  that  the  new  church  should  be 
designated  the  First  Church.  The  heritors 
protested  against  these  proposals.  They 
joined,  however,  in  commending  the  exertions 
of  Mr  Clark,  to  whose  efforts  the  public  were 
indebted  for  the  erection  of  the  building.  It 
is  stated  that  the  sum  expended  on  the  church 
up  till  the  Whitsunday  previous  was  £2915, 
but  that  the  total  would  amount  to  £4012. 
The  funds  available,  a  large  proportion  con- 
aisting  of  private  contributions,  amounted  to 
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£1864,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  £2148.       The 
annual  feu -duty  was  £25. 

Ibid. — The  Duke  of  Bedford  died  at  the  Doune 
of  Rothiemurchus  on  the  20th  inst.  He  was 
in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  Death 
was  due  to  apoplexy.  A  tribute  is  paid  to  the 
Duke's  manly  and  kindly  character,  his 
popular  sympathies^  and  'his  munificent  chari- 
ties. 

Ibid. — The  heritors  and  communicants  of  the 
parish  of  Daviot  met  to  ascertain  whether  they 
would  prefer  Mr  Simon  Mackintosh  or  Mr 
John  Fraser,  whose  names  were  submitted  by 
the  Home  Secretary  for  the  vacant  charge. 
The  communicants,  with  one  exception,  made 
choice  of  Mr  Mackintosh,  and  the  heritors, 
also  with  one  exception,  concurred. 

Ibid. — The  Rev.  Simon  Somerville,  minister  of 
the  Second  Associate  congregation  of  Elgin, 
died  on  the  llth  inst.,  in  the  72nd  year  of  his 
age  and  the  44th  of  his  ministry.  He  was 
ordained  to  the  Associate  congregation  of  Barr- 
head,  in  Forfarshire,  in  1795,  but  demitted  his 
charge  there  in  1803,  and  came  to  Elgin  in 
1805.  Mr  Somerville  is  described'  as  an 
honourable  and  'pious  man,  naturally  cheerful 
and  hospitable,  and  much  esteemed. 

October  30. — The  London  papers  of  Tuesday,  the 
22nd  inst.,  announced  the  death  of  Lord 
Brougham  as  having  arisen  horn  the  over 
turning  of  his  carriage  near  Brougham  Hall, 
in  Westmoreland.  The  report  was  unfounded. 
"The  melancholy  impression  lasted  only  one 
day."  It  appears  that  Lord  Brougham  was 
driving  in  a  carriage  which  was  upset,  but  he 
was  not  seriously  injured.  The  incident  ex- 
cited comments  of  many  kinds. 

Ibid. — Shortly  after  ten  o'clock  on  the  evening 
of  Wednesday,  23rd  inst.,  an  earthquake  shock 
was  felt  in  the  town  of  Inverness,  and  over 
the  .greater  part  of  Scotland  to  the  East  and 
South.  It  "was  announced  by  a  rumbling 
noise  like  that  of  a  carriage,  and  in  two  or 
three  seconds  a  smart  shock,  like  a  thunder- 
clap, succeeded."  The  weather  during  the 
day  was  thick  and  foggy,  with  a  constant 
drizzling  rain  and  slight  easterly  winds.  The 
temperature  ranged  from  47  deg.  to  50  deg. 
for  several  days.  The  barometer  rose  from 
29.870  inches  at  thre«  o'clock  on  the  afternoon 
of  Wednesday  to  29.914,  the  height  at  the 
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time  of  the  shock ;  it  continued  to  rise  for  the 
next  two  days,  when  it  reached  30.578.  The 
earthquake  caused  no  serious  consequences. 
Some  persons  believed  that  a  slight  shock  was 
perceptible  on  Thursday  evening. 

Ibid. — The  Earl  of  Moray  paid  a  visit  to  his 
Northern  property  after  an  absence  of  seven- 
teen years.  The  Forces  Agricultural  Society 
entertained  him  to  a  public  dinner.  His  lord- 
ship also  entertained  his  tenantry  to  dinner  in 
Randolph's  Hall  in  Darnaway  Castle.  The 
scene  in  this  fine  old  hall  is  described  as 
peculiarly  impressive — "One  of  the  most  im- 
pressive we  have  ever  witnessed.'' 

Ibid. — The  educational  arrangements  of  Inver- 
ness, arising  from  the  scheme  for  the  admini- 
stration of  Dr  Bell's  bequest,  caused  much 
local  discussion.  There  are  long  memoranda 
on  the  subject  in  this  issue. 

November  6.— It  is  announced  that  the 
"  Courier "  is  now  printed  with  a  patent 
machine,  possessing  a  locomotive  printing 
cylinder,  manufactured  by  Carr  &  Smith, 
Helper,  Derbyshire.  "It  is  calculated  to 
throw  off  from  20  to  30  impressions  per  minute. 
This  is  the  first  attempt  to  introduce  printing 
machinery  north  of  Aberdeen,  and  will,  we 
trust,  be  considered  an  earnest  of  our  anxious 
desire  to  serve  the  public  as  efficiently  and 
faithfully  as  lies  in  our  power." 

November  13.— The  Chartists  broke  out  into 
violence,  attempting,  under  John  Frost,  to 
take  possession  of  Newport,  in  South  Wales. 
The  misguided  men  were  driven  off  by  the 
military.  They  left  twenty-two  dead,  while  a 
large  number  were  severely  wounded. 

Ibid. — A  landed  proprietor  had  a  book  printed 
at  the  "  Courier "  Office,  which  he  entitled 
"Hints  for  the  use  of  Highland  Tenants  and 
Cottagers."  The  Hints  were  given  in  altern- 
ate pages  of  English  and  Gaelic,  and  the 
volume  was  illustrated  by  engravings,  showing 
models  of  houses,  bams,  and  implements. 
Copies  of  the  book  are  still  occasionally  to  be 
found,  and  it  seems  to  have  served  a  useful 
purpose. 

Ibid. — Letters  were  received  in  Inverness  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Mr  John  Anderson, 
W.S.,  who  went  out  some  years  previously  as 
a  Magistrate  to  the  island  of  St  Vincent.  The 
news  excited  much  regret.  The  deceased  was 
an  accomplished  man,  author  of  the  "History 
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of  the  House  of  Fraser,"  and  of  numerous 
papers  on  antiquarian  subjects.  He  was  a 
brother  of  Messrs  George  and  Peter  Anderson, 
authors  of  the  Guide  to  the  Highlands. 
Ibid. — Mr  Alexander  Gumming  was  elected  Pro- 
vost of  Inverness,  and  Mr  John  Wilson, 
builder,  Provost  of  Nairn.  There  was  "an 
extraordinary  reaction  in  the  burgh  of  Nairn 
in  favour  of  Conservatism."  The  new  Pro- 
vost was  entertained  to  a  public  dinner.  Mi- 
William  Laing  was  elected  Provost  of  Forres. 
November  20. — The  estate  of  Acliany,  in  Suther- 
land, was  lately  purchased  by  James  Matbe- 
son,  Esq.  of  Canton,  in  China,  representative 
of  a  family  who  had  long  occupied  Shiuness. 
The  residents  on  the  estate  celebrated  the 
purchase  with  bonfires. 

November  27.— The  intended  marriage  of  the 
Queen  with  Prince  Albert  was  the  most  im- 
portant incident  of  domestic  news.  The  Duke 
of  Wellington  had  suffered  from  an  attack  of 
illness,  but  was  recovering.  There  were 
further  developments  of  the  Maiuoch  Ohurch 
case. 

December  11. — The  town  of  Tain  was  now 
lighted  with  gas.  Companies  had  also  been 
formed  to  supply  gas  to  Dingwall  and  Wick. 
December  18. — The  Commission  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland  suspended  seven  clergymen  in 
Strathbogie  for  disregarding  the  injunctions 
of  the  Assembly  in  connection  with  the 
Marnoch  case. 

December  25. — Provost  Cumming  presided  at  a 
public  meeting  at  which  it  was  resolved  to 
establish  a  National  Security  Savings  Bank  for 
the  town  and  county  of  Inverness. 
Ibid.— A  report  of  the  Daviot  Church  case  ex- 
tends to  three  and  a-half  columns.  The 
Presbytery  of  Inverness  met  in  the  Parish 
Church  of  Daviot  for  the  purpose  of  moderat- 
ing in  a  call  to  the  Rev.  Simon  Mackintosh. 
The  church  was  crowded.  The  presentee  had 
obtained  an  interdict  from  the  Supreme  Oourt, 
prohibiting  the  communicants  from  tendering 
dissents  against  the  settlement  under  the  Veto 
Act.  The  communicants  approached  the 
Presbytery  with  a  petition,  which,  after  a  dis- 
cussion and  a  division,  was  read.  It  stated 
that  the  communicants  were  ten  in  number, 
three  of  whom  supported  Mr  Mackintosh, 
white  the  remaining  seven  had  resolved,  before 
the  interdict  was  served,  to  dissent  from  his 
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settlement ;  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
parish  were  also  opposed  to  him,  as  appeared 
from  a  writing,  signed  by  111  heads  of 
families,  produced  with  the  petition,  which 
would  have  beeu  signed  by  many  more  had 
time  permitted ;  and  that  the  heritors  who 
supported  Mr  Mackintosh  were  mostly  non- 
resident, or  of  a  different  religious  persuasion. 
The  petitioners  did  not  wish  to  violate  the 
injunction  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  they 
suggested  that  the  meeting  of  Presbytery 
should  be  adjourned.  After  a  long  discussion, 
the  Presbytery  agreed,  without  a  vote,  to  re- 
fer the  ca.se  to  the  Assembly.  Mr  A.  Mac- 
tavish,  solicitor,  appeared  for  the  presentee, 
and  Mr  Charles  Stewart  for  the  petitioners. 
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No.  XVI. 

In  February  1840  Queen  Victoria  was  mar- 
ried to  Prince  Albert.  The  young  sovereign 
had  not  at  this  time  gained  the  hearts  of  the 
people  as  she  afterwards  did,  and  to  her 
chagrin  the  allowance  to  her  husband  was  cut 
down,  by  a  combination  of  Conservatives  and 
Radicals,  to  £30,000  a  year.  In  June  the 
youth  Oxford  attempted  to  shoot  the  Queen 
as  she  was  driving  out  with  the  Prince  from 
Buckingham  Palace.  The  outrage  roused 
the  loyalty  of  the  people,  calling  forth  a  un- 
animous expression  of  horror  and  indigna- 
tion from  all  ranks  of  society. 

Tho  troubles  of  the  Whig  Government 
multiplied  during  the  session.  They 
managed,  however,  to  pass  the  bill  for  Irish 
municipal  reform.  The  House  came  into 
conflict  with  a,  firm  named  Stockdale,  which 
brought  ail  action  against  Hansard  for  pub- 
lishing what  they  considered  a  libel  in  a 
Parliamentary  paper.  The  firm  succeeded  in 
the  Law  Courts,  but  the  House  considered 
their  conduct  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  com- 
mitted the  persons  immediately  concerned  to 
custody.  Heated  discussions  took  place,  and 
the  conflict  was  finally  ended  by  the  passing 
of  an  Act  which  protected  the  publication  of 
Parliamentary  papers.  In  foreign  affairs, 
Palmerston  took  a  strong  line  in  supporting 
the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  against 
Mehemet  Ali,  and  came  near  to  embroiling 
the  country  with  France.  A  quarrel  also 
occurred  with  China  over  the  opium  question, 
leading  to  war. 

The  system  of  penny  postage  was  brought 
into  operation  in  January,  though  not  with- 
out misgivings  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. At  first  the  change  caused  a  loss  to 
the  revenue,  but  in  a  few  years  it  was  made 
up.  The  Chartist  leaders  Frost  and  his  as- 
sociates were  convicted  of  high  treason,  but 
their  sentence  was  commuted  to  transporta- 
tion for  life.  In  Scotland  there  was  growing 
excitement  over  the  Church  question. 
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January  3. — By  Treasury  minute,  dated  Decem- 
ber 26,  January  lOtli  was  fixed  as  the  date 
for  bringing  the  penny-postage  rate  into  opera- 
tion. 

Ibid. — Articles  aaid  letters  appear  on  the  Church 
question.  Rev.  Mr  Cunningham  and  Rev.  Mr 
Candlish  addressed  a  large  meeting  in  the  In- 
verness Gaelic  Church.  A  correspondent, 
speaking  of  the  Daviot  case,  says  that  for 
many  years  the  parish,  with  a  large  propor- 
tion of  two  adjacent  ones,  'had  been  practically 
severed  by  religious  dissensions  from  com- 
muniuu  with  the  Church.  It  was  no  un- 
common tiling  for  the  late  pastor  to  preach  to 
a  handful  on  one  side  of  the  stream,  while  the 
multitude  flocked  to  the  tent  of  an  itinerant 
preacher  on  the  other  side.  When  the  vacancy 
occurred  the  people  fixed  their  minds  on  one 
man  (Rev.  Mr  Cook,  Inverness),  as  best 
adapted  by  his  special  gifts  to  edify  them. 
"  But  the  efforts,"  says  the  correspondent,  "to 
procure  Ins  services  overshot  the  mark,  and 
were  justly  deemed  by  Government  a  sufficient 
reason  for  rejecting  an  application  in  his 
favour,  and  striking  his  name  from  the  list 
of  candidates."  It  does  not  seem  to  have  oc- 
curred, either  to  the  minister  or  to  the  writer, 
tliat  the  best  way  to  put  an  end  to  the  schism 
was  to  give  the  people  the  candidate  of  their 
choice. 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  the  springs  and  wells 
which  watered  the  Leys  had  been  dried  up  since 
the  date  of  the  recent  earthquake.  This  was 
on  the  south  side  of  the  valley.  On  the  op- 
posite side,  at  the  farm  of  Kinmylies,  the 
pumps  failed  to  raise  any  water,  and  a  supply 
had  to  be  obtained  from  the  river. 

January  8. — At  a  public  meeting  held  in  the 
High  Church,  it  was  agreed  by  a  majority  to 
approve  of  a  legal  assessment  for  the  support 
of  the  poor  in  the  parish  of  Inverness.  The 
Town  Council  and  Kirk-Session  had  previously 
sanctioned  the  proposal. 

Ibid. — An  advertisement  announces  that  a  news- 
paper under  the  title  of  "  The  Witness "  was 
to  be  published  in  Edinburgh.  It  was  "de- 
signed especially  to  maintain  the  cause  of 
Protestantism  and  of  Church  Establishments, 
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and  the  spiritual  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland."  The  same  issue  con- 
tains a  report  of  the  meeting  addressed  at  In- 
verness by  Rev.  Messrs  Cunningham  and 
Candlish.  No  layman  could  be  induced  to 
take  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Mr  Stewart,  Cro- 
marty,  agreed  to  preside.  A  resolution  was 
passed  in  favour  of  the  Church  claims,  and 
petitions  to  Parliament  were  prepared  and 
largely  signed.  On  the  opposite  side  a  meet- 
ing of  heritors  and  others  was  held  at  Nairn, 
which  expressed  alarm  at  the  recent  proceed- 
ings of  the  General  Assembly  and  its  Commis- 
sion, especially  in  suspending  the  Strathbogie 
ministers. 

Ibid. — The  local  Total  Abstinence  Society  was 
conducting  an  active  movement.  A  soiree 
was  held  on  New- Year's  Day  in  the  Northern 
Meeting  Rooms.  "The  price  of  admission  was 
Is  6d,  but  this  was  far  from  being  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  attendance,  as  above  five  hundred 
were  present." 

January  15. — Hugh  Miller,  on  his  appointment 
as  editor  of  the  "Witness,"  was  entertained  to 
a  public  dinner  at  Oromarty  on  the  8th  inst., 
and  presented  with  a  breakfast  service.  Mr 
George  Cameron,  Sheriff-Substitute  of  the 
eastern  district  of  Ross-shire,  was  in  the  chair, 
and  the  croupiers  were  Provost  Robert  Ross 
and  Mr  John  Taylor,  Sheriff-Clerk.  Miller's 
pamphlets  on  the  Church  question  had  secured 
him  his  new  appointment,  but  it  is  noted  at 
the  same  time  that  his  geological  discoveries 
had  already  attracted  the  attention  of  men 
of  science  at  home  and  abroad.  "  It  was  now 
necessary  that  he  should  leave  his  native  town, 
of  which  he  had  long  been  the  poet  laureate, 
the  historian,  and  geologist,  and  where  he1 
lived  in  universal  respect  for  his  private 
virtues  no  less  than  for  his  talents."  Mr 
Carruthers  was  present  from  Inverness,  and 
joined  in  expressing  admiration  for  his  friend. 
They  had  been  acquainted  for  eleven  years. 
Miller's  Poems  had  been  printed  at  the 
"Courier"  office,  and  many  communications 
from  his  pen,  including  his  Letters  on  the 
Herring  Fishery,  had  appeared  in  the  columns 
of  the  paper.  The  day  after  the  dinner  Miller 
left  Cromarty  for  Edinburgh,  carrying  with 
him  the  best  wishes  of  his  friends  and  towns- 
men. 
Ibid.— The  county  of  Inverness  resolved  to  peti- 
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fcioii  Parliament  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
Scottish  Sheriff-Substitutes.  "The  number  of 
these  functionaries  is  forty-nine.  Their  salaries 
vary  from  £150  to  £400,  making  the  average 
about  £263.  The  sum  total  thus  paid 
annually  for  supporting  this  important  branch 
of  the  judicial  establishment  of  Scotland  is 
only  £13,120." 

Ibid. — William  Howitt  had  issued  a  book  en- 
titled "Visits  to  Remarkable  Places,"  in 
which  the  old  halls,  battlefields,  and  scenes 
illustrative  of  English  poetry  and  history 
were  delineated.  This  issue  quotes  a  passage 
which  describes  Mr  Howitt's  visit  to  Kil- 
morack,  in  August  1836,  during  the  time  of 
the  summer  Communion.  There  was  a  large 
open-air  gathering  in  the  church-yard.  "With 
the  exception  that  'hardly  one  had  a  bonnet 
on,  the  young  women  were  not  much  to  bo 
distinguished  from  tliose  of  our  smartest 
towns.  They  all  had  their  hair  neatly 
braided,  and  adorned  with  a  tall  comb  of 
tortoise-shell.  Many  of  them  had  silk  gowns 
and  handsome  worked  muslin  collars,  and 
others  were  dressed  in  white.  Every  one  car- 
ried on  her  arm  a  shawl,  often  of  tartan,  ready 
in  case  of  rain  to  throw  over  her  ihead.  The 
married  women  wore  no  bonnets,  but  had  caps 
supported  by  a  sort  of  inner  frame  of  stiff 
calico ;  and  smart  coloured  ribbons,  often 
pink,  and  as  often  gay  tartan,  showing  through 
the  cap.  The  old  women,  again,  had  large 
mob-caps.  .  .  .  Many  of  them  came  thus 
unbonneted  perhaps  from  a  distance  of  seven 
or  eight  miles.  .  .  .  Sturdy  shepherds  with 
sunburnt  features  and  their  plaids  wrapped 
round  them,  and  gay  fellows  in  full  Highland 
costume,  mingled  with  the  throng  in  a  more 
English  garb.  ...  A  more  serious  and 
decorous  congregation  never  was  seen." 

January  22. — A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Town  Hall  to  express  disapproval  of  the 
action  of  the  General  Assembly  in  connection 
with  bhe  Veto  Act.  The  resolutions  bore  that 
the  Church  should  proceed  "not  by  agitation 
in  exciting  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the 
multitude,  but  by  calm  and  respectful  applica- 
tion to  the  Legislature."  Provost  Gumming 
was  in  the  chair.  "Several  gentlemen  enter- 
taining different  opinions  on  this  subject  were 
present,  but  no  attempt  was  made  at  opposi- 
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tioii,  nor  was  any  mark  of  disapprobation 
evinced." 

Ibid.— A  paragraph  states  that  the  Chief  of 
Glengarry  was  preparing  to  embark  for 
Australia  with  his  family  and  dependents. 
"  He  is  constructing  timber  houses  and  fur- 
nishing himself  with  various  agricultural  im- 
plements and  other  conveniences  for  residence 
in  that  distant  region.  Mr  Macdonell  was 
compelled  some  time  since  to  dispose  of  most 
of  the  property,  which  was  heavily  mortgaged 
and  encumbered  by  his  father,  the  late  well- 
known  Glengafi-y,  whose  character,  in  its  more 
favourable  lights,  was  drawn  by  Sir  Walter 
Scott  in  his  hero,  Fergus  M'lvor.  We 
cannot  regard  this  expatriation  of  the 
head  of  an  old  Highland  family,  with 
its  clan  associations,  its  pipe  music, 
and  its  feudal  associations,  without  some 
regret  and  emotion.  These  Celtic  strains 
and  legends  will  sound  strange  in  the 
new  world  of  the  wanderers,  so  far  removed 
from  their  native  Loch-Oich,  the  Rock  of  the 
Raven,  and  the  other  magnificent  scenery  of 
the  Glengaxry  mountains.'' 

Ibid. — There  is  notice  of  a  book  entitled  "  The 
Black  Kalendar  of  Aberdeen,"  wliich  was  de- 
signed to  give  a-u  account  of  the  most  remark- 
able trials  that  had  come  before  the  criminal 
courts  in  that  city  from  the  period  of  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rising  of  1745.  Many  of  these 
were  from  Inverness.  It  appears  that  on  the 
suppression  of  the  insurrection,  a  number  of 
persons  of  desperate  character  who  had  been 
engaged  in  it  commenced  a  series  of  robberies 
and  outrages.  The  fate  of  one  of  the  men  is 
thus  recorded — "In  the  month  of  July  1765, 
John  Macmillan,  or  Breack  Macevau  Vaan,  a 
a  stout  Jacobite  and  renowned  thief,  was  exe- 
cuted at  Inverness.  There  were  suspicions 
against  this  man  that  he  had  been  accessory 
to  a  murder  for  which  his  brother  had  been 
hanged  some  years  before ;  but  he  denied  this 
crime  at  the  gallows.  He  neitller  prayed  for 
himself  nor  desired  the  prayers  of  others,  but 
called  for  a  glass  of  whisky,  and  having  got 
it,  held  it  up  above  his  head  and  cried  out, 
'  Here  is  Prince  Charles's  health,  and  God 
send  him  safe  to  his  own  kingdom.  I  ask  you 
all  to  witness  that  I  am  an  innocently 
murdered  man.'  He  then  spent  his  last 
breath  in  abusing  all  who  had  a  hand  in 
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bringing  him  to  justice,  and  especially  the 
Sheriff,  who,  he  said,  had  been  a  black  sight 
to  the  namos  and  families  of  Lochiel  and  Glen- 
garry. Macmillan's  friends  having  got  his 
body  to  bury  after  it  was  cut  down,  en- 
deavoured, by  bleeding  and  other  means,  to 
restore  him  to  life,  but  without  success." 
There  were  numerous  trials  of  Roman 
Catholics.  In  April  1759,  Neil  Macfie  was 
banished  for  life,  by  a  sentence  of  the  Circuit 
Court  at  Inverness,  for  being  "habit  and  re- 
pute a  Popish  priest." 

Ibid. — The  death  is  announced  of  Principal 
Baird  at  the  age  of  79.  He  was  the  warm 
friend  of  education  in  the  Highlands. 

Ibid. — An  extract  it  given  from  William 
Hewitt's  work  (noticed  above),  describing  his 
visit  to  the  battlefield  of  Culloden  in  August 
1836.  The  moor  was  at  the  time  "one  black 
waste  of  heath,"  with  exception  of  the  grassy 
mo-unds  that  formed  the  graves.  The  road, 
he  says,  had  been  cut  across  the  moor  since 
the  battle,  right  across  the  scene  of  action, 
and  through  the  graves.  The  north  wall  of 
an  enclosure,  as  is  well  known,  screened  the 
right  flank  of  the  Highland  army.  Mr  Howitt 
mentions  that  "the  mouldering  remains  of 
that  old  and  shattered  wall  still'  stretch  across 
the  moor  in.  the  very  course  laid  down  in  the 
original  plans  of  the  battle."  The  visitor 
was  conducted  through  the  battlefield  by  a 
young  man  named  William  Mackenzie,  whose 
family  occupied  a  hut  in  Stable  Hollow  at  the 
time  of  the  battle,  and  still  lived  on  the  same 
spot.  "It  had  been  called  Stable  Hollow  ever 
since  from  a  number  of  the  English  troopers 
after  the  fight  putting  up  their  horses  in  the 
shed  belonging  to  it,  while  they  went  to  strip 
the  glain." 

January  29. — On  the  previous  Thursday  a  pub- 
lic meeting  was  held  in  Inverness  to  support 
the  principle  of  non-intrusion  in  the  Church. 
The  attendance  is  described  as  "  large  and 
highly  respectable,"  and  finding  that  the 
Court-House  could  not  contain  the  numbers 
who  wanted  admission,  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  the  High  Church.  Mr  Fraser  of  Abertarff 
was  in  the  chair.  Among  the  speakers  were 
the  R«v.  David  Sutherland,  the  Rev.  Alex- 
ander Clark,  and  the  Rev.  Archibald  Cook,  of 
Inverness.  On  the  16th  inst.  a  meeting 
on  the  same  side  was  held  at  Forres,  "which 
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was   attended   by  almost   all   the   respectable 
people  of  the  place.1'     The  meeting  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  sermon   from  the  Rev.    Mi'  Mac- 
donald,   Urquhart.     Resolutions  were   adopted 
declaring    for    the    principle   of   non-intrusion 
and     the     independent     jurisdiction     of     the 
Church  in  spiritual  matters. 
Ibid. — Mr    Macaulay    was    elected    one    of    the 
representatives  of  lidinburgh  on  his  appoint- 
ment as  Secretary  at  War.     The  Editor  pub- 
lishes  extracts  from  a  private  letter  written 
by  a  young  student  to  his  father,  descriptive 
of   Macaulay's  appearance,   manner,   and   ora- 
tory.    The  writer  says  that  his  first  impres- 
sions  on   seeing   the   Secretary   at  War  were 
those  of   unmingled   surprise   and  disappoint- 
ment.      The  hon.   member  was  little  and  in- 
significant,   restless   and    uneasy,    and   by   no 
means   intellectual  in  expression.       "  But   the 
moment   he   got   up   to   speak,   these  feelings 
were    dissipated.        From    being    uneasy    and 
timid,   he    became    calm    and    self-possessed; 
and   leaning   gracefully   on    the   table   by   his 
side,   he   began   his   speech   with   the  utmost 
coolness,  pronouncing  every  word   slowly  and 
distinctly,   and  with  the  most  deliberate  em- 
phasis.    His  voice  is  remarkably  clear,   rich, 
and  sonorous,   and   always   exquisitely  modu- 
lated   to   suit   the   sentiment   he   is  uttering. 
As  he  fired  with  his  subject,  his  countenance 
lost  its  dull  and  commonplace  character,   his 
slender  form  dilated  into  prouder  dimensions, 
and  his  features  were  simple  and  natural,  yet 
graceful  and  expressive.     ...     He  seemed 
to  me  a  scholar  without  pedantry,  an  orator 
without  sophistry."    The  writer  of  this  letter, 
we  believe,  was  Mr  Angus  B.  Reach. 
February  5. — There  is  a  long  report  of  a  large 
non-intrusion  meeting  at  Dingwall.     The  Rev. 
James  Macdonald,  of  Urray,  was  in  the  chair. 
February  12. — Mr  Macleod  of  Cadboll,  who  had 
been  in  failing  health,   announces  that  he  is 
not  again  to  seek  the  suffrages  of  the  electors 
of  the  Inverness  Burghs.     This  had  been  ex- 
pected for  a  week  or  two,  and  the  Liberals 
were  now  in  treaty  with  Mr  James  Morrison, 
merchant,  London,  to  contest  the  seat  in  their 
interest  when  a  vacancy  occurred.     Mr  Morri- 
son was  now  in  Inverness,  accompanied  by  Mr 
Edward  Ellice,  M.P. 

Ibid. — A  meeting  was  held  at  Torres  to  express 
disapproval  of  the  attitude  of  the  Church  on 
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the  veto  question.  Mr  J.  M.  Grant  of  Glen- 
moriston  was  in  the  chair,  and  several  county 
proprietors  were  present.  The  general  at- 
tendance seems  to  have  been  limited. 

February  19. — This  issue  gives  an  account  of  the 
marriage  of  Queen  Victoria  and  Prince 
Albert,  celebrated  on  the  10th  inst.  There 
were  rejoicings  at  Inverness  and  other  places. 

Ibid. — Mr  Morrison  and  Mr  Edward  Ellice,  jun., 
held  a  political  meeting  in  Inverness.  Mr 
Ellice  was  entertained  to  a  public  dinner  by 
his  old  friends  (he  had  contested  the  burghs 
against  Major  Gumming  Bruce).  A  meeting 
in  support  of  non-intrusion  was  held  at  Tain. 
There  was  a  religious  revival  in  Nairn  which 
attracted  some  attention. 

February  26. — Mr  Macleod  of  Cadboll  had  re- 
solved, on  account  of  ill'-health,  to  resign  at 
once  his  seat  for  the  burghs,  instead  of  wait- 
ing for  the  General  Election.  Mr  Morrison, 
the  Liberal  candidate,  and  his  friend.  Mr 
Ellice,  had  taken  leave  of  the  electors,  and 
gone  as  far  as  Edinburgh  before  they  heard 
that  a  writ  had  been  moved  for.  They  im- 
mediately retraced  their  steps.  The  Conserva- 
tive candidate  was  Mr  John  Fraser,  Cro- 
marty  House,  a  native  of  Inverness.  The 
contest  promptly  began,  "  but  happily  with 
the  prospect  of  a  speedy  termination." 

March  4.— The  candidates  for  the  representation 
of  the  Inverness  Burghs  were  nominated  on 
February  26th  ult.,  the  ceremony  taking  place 
on  the  Exchange,  "where  a  capacious  and 
showy  hustings  had  been  erected."  The  crowd 
was  very  large,  and  "a  few  more  mischievously 
disposed,  had  provided  themselves  with  small' 
shot,  which  were  thrown  about  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  many  persons."  The  Liberal  candi- 
date was  Mr  James  Morrison,  merchant,  Lon- 
don; the  Conservative  Mi-  John  Fraser,  Cro- 
marty  House.  The  polling  took  place  on  3rd 
March,  with  the  result  that  Mr  Morrison  was 
elected  by  353  votes  to  308;  majority,  45. 
Forres  was  still  the  Conservative  burgh  of  the 
group,  the  figures  there  being  71  for  Mr 
Fraser  and  55  for  Mr  Morrison. 

March  11. — Comments  and  communications 
appear  on  the  election.  Mr  Fraser  brought 
charges  of  bribery,  intimidation,  and  broken 
pledges,  but  the  editor  remarked  with  good 
humour  that  "the  whole  annals  of  electioneer- 
ing can  scarcely  furnish  a  single  instance  of  a 
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defeated  candidate,  who  acknowledged  that  he 
had  been  fairly  beaten." 

March  18.— The  Master  of  Grant,  M.P.  for  the 
county  of  Inverness,  died  suddenly  at  Cullen 
House  on  the  llth  inst.,  from  an  affection  of 
the  heart.  He  had  come  North  to  make  pre- 
parations for  the  funeral  of  his  mother,  who 
died  on  the  27th  ult.  The  Master  was  only 
in  liis  twenty-sixth  year,  and  his  death  caused 
deep  regret.  There  was  great  sympathy  for 
his  father,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Grant,  who  had 
lost  both:  wife  and  son. 

Ibid. — The  Presbytery  of  Inverness  had  decided 
tliat  the  new  church  was  to  be  called  the 
West  Church;  and  it  is  stated  that  every 
other  matter  about  which  there  was  any  differ- 
ence of  opinion  had  been  amicably  settled. 

Ibid.— At  a  meeting  of  the  ''legal  administra- 
tors," a  motion  was  carried  settling  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  sum  required  for  the  support  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Inverness  should  be 
raised,  one-half  from  heritors  and  proprietors, 
according  to  their  real  rent,  and  the  other 
half  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
parish.  This,  i't  was  stated,  secured  occu- 
pants from  having  to  pay  more  than  an  equal 
s'liare  of  assessment. 

Ibid. — A  paragraph  in  this  issue  states  that  Sir 
George  Macpherson-Grant  of  Ballindalloch 
had  purchased  from  Glengarry  the  estate  of 
Glenquoich  for  £32,000.  A  subsequent  para- 
graph, however,  says  that  the  purchase, 
though  made  by  Sir  George,  was  on  behalf  of 
Mir  Edward  Ellice,  junior,  M.P.,  who  thus 
became  one  of  the  landed  proprietors  of  the 
county. 

March  25. — Mr  Henry  J.  Baillie,  yr.  of  Tarra- 
daJe,  came  forward  as  candidate  for  the  county 
of  Inverness  in  tie  Conservative  interest. 
The  Liberals  resolved  not  to  contest  the  seat. 
"  Mr  Baillie  is  son  of  Colonel  Hugh  Baillie, 
member  foi;  Honiton,  and  is  connected  with 
a  powerful  and  wealthy  family  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. Colonel  Baillie  is  proprietor  of 
the  estates  of  Tarradale  and  Redcastle,  and 
his  brother,  James  E.  Baillie,  Esq.  of  Bristol, 
is  proprietor  of  Kingussie  and  Glenelg,  in  In- 
verness-shire. Their  nephew,  Ev.an  Baillie, 
Esq.  of  Dochfour,  is  also  a  landed  proprietor 
in  this  county."  The  editor  adds :  "We  have 
heard  nothing  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
personally  except  what  is  to  his  honour."  On 
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the  31st  inst.  Mr  Baillie  was  duly  elected 
without  opposition. 

Ibid. — 'Mr  Paterson,  Sandside,  wrote  suggesting 
measures  for  extiipating  foxes,  which  were 
numerous  and  caused  great  damage  among 
shee'p.  He  said  that  he  had  sometimes  lost 
two  hundred  sheep  in  one  year  from  their 
ravages. 

Ibid. — There  was  a  trial  of  strength  between 
Moderates  and  Xon-Intrusionlsts  in  the  Inver- 
ness Town  Council  in  the  election  of  an  elder 
to  the  General  Assembly.  The  Moderates 
triumphed  by  a  majority  of  12  to  6. 

Ibid. — The  Quarterly  Journal  of  Agriculture 
gives  an  account  of  a  series  of  improvements  in 
the  cultivation  of  waste  land  carried  out  by 
Mr  William  Gerrie  on  the  farm  of  Proncy, 
county  of  Sutherland.  The  reclamations  ex- 
tended to  103j  acres,  and  the  expense  was 
£1504. 

April  1. — There  is  a  report  of  the  nomination 
and  election  of  Mr  Henry  Baillie  as  member 
for  the  county.  The;  motion  was  made  by 
Cluny  Macpherson,  and  seconded  by  Mr  Mac- 
allister,  Talisker,  Skye.  There  was  after- 
wards a  dinner  in  the  Caledonian  Hotel. 

Ibid. — The  funeial  of  the  late  Master  of  Grant 
and  his  mother  took  place  on  the  same  day. 
Their  remains  had  been  removed  to  Castle 
Grant,  and  were  thence  conveyed  to  the  family 
burying-ground  at  Dut'bil,  followed  by  a  great 
gathering  of  friends  and  tenantry. 

Ibid. — There  was  a  rumour  at  this  time  that  the 
Caledonian  Canal  was  to  be  made  over  by  Go- 
vernment to  a  joint-stock  company.  It  was 
reported  that  terms  had  been  prepared  and 
"duly  accepted,"  but  the  editor  expressed 
doubts  on  the  subject. 

Ibid. — A  branch  of  rural1  improvement  was  now 
much  canvassed,  namely,  the  drainage  of  land' 
by  tiles.  It  was  stated  that  in  the  Northern 
Counties  there  was  ample  scope  for  this  im- 
provement. An  agent  visited  the  district  to 
set  forth  its  advantages.  "In  the  manufacture 
of  tiles  the  patent  machinery  introduced  by 
the  Marquis  of  Tweeddale  has  effected  a  vast 
change ;  and  though  the  interest  possessed  in 
the  trade  by  Lord  Tweeddale  has  been  pur- 
chased by  a  London  company,  the  system  is 
pursued  with  great  spirit  and  success." 

April  8. — "The  Duke  of  Sussex  is  Earl  of  Inver- 
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ness,  and  Lady  Cecilia  Underwood  is  now 
Duchess  of  Inverness.  The  Duke  has  long 
been  married  to  Lady  Cecilia,  though  contrary 
to  an  existing  statute  which  prevents  the 
Royal  Family  from  marrying  any  person  but 
a  foreign  Prince  or  Princess  of  a  Protestant 
family."  The  dignity  was  conferred  by  the 
Queen  by  letters  patent  passed  under  the 
Great  Seal.  The  Duchess  was  a  daughter  of 
the  second  Earl1  of  Arran. 

Ibid. — The  foundation  of  a  new  Parish  Church 
at  Broadford,  Isle  of  Skye,  was  laid  on  the 
31st  ult.,  with  Masonic  honours,  by  Mr  A.  D. 
Mackinnon,  yr.  of  Corry.  A  branch  of  the 
National  Security  Savings  Bank  and  a  Benefit 
Society,  to  secure  provision  for  old  age  and 
sickness,  were  now  established  in  Inverness. 
The  movement  was  extending  to  other  towns. 

April  15. — A  despatch  from  Lieut.-Colonel 
Orchard,  commanding  a  detachment  of  the 
army  of  the  Indus,  gives  an  account  of  the 
storming  of  the  fort  of  Peshoot.  Two  young 
officers  from  the  Highlands  distinguished 
themselves,  Lieutenant  William  Fraser  Tytler, 
son  of  Sheriff  Fraser  Tytler,  and  Lieutenant 
Arbuthnot  Dallas,  son  of  Dr  Dallas,  of  Inver- 
ness. The  former  showed  conspicuous  gal- 
lantry in  bringing  powder  to  blow  up  a  gate, 
and  the  latter  was  particularly  active  in  the 
commissariat  department. 

Ibid. — Mr  W.  Howard  had  retired  from  the  re- 
presentation of  the  county  of  Sutherland,  and 
Mr  David  Dundas,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  was 
elected  in  his  place.  Mr  Dundas  was  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  Whig  Government. 

Ibid. — Hon.  Colonel  Grant  of  Grant  had  inti- 
mated his  intention  of  retiring,  on  account  of 
domestic  affliction,  from  the  representation  of 
the  united  counties  of  Elgin  and  Nairn,  and 
Major  Oumming  Bruce  of  Dunphail  came  for- 
ward as  the  candidate  in  the  Conservative  in- 
terest. He  was  elected  without  opposition. 

Ibid. — Mr  Hugh  Ross,  of  Cromarty,  Provost  of 
Tain,  resigned  office  in  consequence  of  the 
election  of  a  non-intrusion  Commissioner  from 
that  town  to  the  General  Assembly.  He  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet  giving  reasons  for  his  re- 
signation, and  discussing  the  Church  question. 

Ibid. — There  is  notice  of  a  book  by  Miss 
Catherine  Sinclair,  of  Ulbster,  giving  an 
account  of  a  tour  through  the  Highlands  in 
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1839.  It  was  a  lively,  gossiping  volume.  The 
disuse  of  kelp  had  produced  great  misery  and 
destitution  in  Skye.  Miss  Sinclair  saw  many 
of  the  people  wandering  along  the  shore  pick- 
ing up  shell-fish  as  their  sole  means  of  sub- 
sistence. In  the  Long  Island  Colonel  Gordon 
of  Cluny  was  about  to  begin  the  plan  of  im- 
proving the  'Unenclosed  commons  on  a  large 
scale.  In  every  family  sous,  brothers,  or 
cousins  were  hurrying  off  to  Australia. 

April  22.— There  is  an  article  on  the  condition 
of  the  Highlands.  Sir  Robert  Inglis  had 
called  attention  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
the  extreme  distress  which,  he  said,  prevailed, 
remarking  that  in  a  great  part  of  the  country 
the  people  had  taken  a  pledge  of  temperance, 
confining  themselves  to  one  meal  a  day.  The 
editor  said  he  could  hear  nothing  of  this  so- 
called  pledge,  and  there  was  not  at  tihe 
moment  any  sudden  or  unusual  crisis  of  dis- 
tress. The  want  of  employment,  however, 
was  deeply  felt,  and  emigration  ou  a  large 
scale  would  be  a  public  benefit.  The  kelp 
trade  was  almost  universally  abandoned,  and 
there  were  no  extensive  public  works  in  pro- 
gress. "  The  population  has,  therefore,  far 
outgrown  the  means  of  decent  subsistence; 
and  thousands  of  our  countrymen  live  con- 
stantly on  the  very  verge  of  destitution,  de- 
pendent solely  on  the  potato  crop."  The  In- 
verness Town  Council  soon  afterwards  adopted 
a  petition  to  Parliament  declaring  that  an  ex- 
tensive and  properly  organised  system  of  emi- 
gration was  "imperiously  called  for." 

April  29. — A  new  rector,  Mr  Gray,  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  Inverness  Royal  Academy.  He 
was  previously  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Philosophy  in  King's  College,  Frederic- 
ton,  New  Brunswick,  and  on  his  resignation 
of  that  post  the  Council  expressed  their  deep 
regret  at  his  departure,  and  their  appreciation 
of  his  services.  The  selection  of  liis  successor 
at  King's  College  was  left  to  Mr  Gray,  in  con- 
junction with  an  eminent  scientific  man  in 
this  country. 

May  6. — An-  account  is  given  of  an  effort  to 
introduce  the  capercailzie  on  the  Breadalbane 
estates.  Mr  Fowell  Buxton  had  received  a 
pair  from  a  friend  in  Sweden,  which  he  kept 
in  Norfolk.  They  bred,  but  in  the  hot 
weather  all  died'  except  the  cock,  which  was 
afterwards  accidentally  shot.  In  1837  Mr 
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Fowell  Buxton  was  shooting  on  the  Marquis 
of  Breadalbane's  moors,  and  proposed  to  him 
to  make  another  trial  with  the  capercailzie. 
"Mr  Buxton  sent  his  gamekeeper  all  the  way 
to  Sweden  on  purpose  to  bring  the  birds  to 
Scotland ;  and  the  same  friend  who  had 
formerly  assisted  succeeded  in  procuring  six- 
teen hens  and  thirteen  cocks.  Part  of  them 
died  by  the  way,  but  the  greater  number 
arrived  safe,  and  were  conveyed  to  Taymouth 
Castle.  Some  of  the  birds  were  turned  out  in 
the  autumn  of  1837,  and  part  were  kept  in  a 
house.  In  the  year  1838  a  brace  only  were 
reared  by  the  keeper,  but  two  fine  broods  were 
seen  in  the  woods.  In  the  summer  of  1838 
sixteen  hens  were  forwarded  to  Taymouth. 
In  the  spring  of  1839,  instead  of  attempting 
to  rear  any  capercailzie,  the  Marquis's  game- 
keeper placed  the  eggs  laid  by  the  birds  in 
confinement,  in  the  nests  of  grey  hens,  who 
brought  them  up  in  a  wild  state."  The  ex- 
periment had  so  far  answered  fairly  well,  but 
the  head-keeper  did  not  feel  assured  of  the 
final  result.  He  says  that  the  Marquis  of 
Breadalbane  had  abstained  from  shooting  a 
eiuglfe  capercailzie,  and  had  even  forbidden  the 
Shooting  of  any  black-game  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Taymouth,  lest  a  young  capercailzie 
might  be  killed  by  mistake ;  but  others  had 
not  been  so  scrupulous.  "I  mention  this," 
says  the  keeper,  "because  I  am  convinced  that 
these  birds  cannot  generally  be  established  in 
the  North  of  Scotland  unless  sportsmen  will 
unite  to  preserve  them  for  some  years  to  come, 
and  until  their  numbers  are  very  much  in- 
creased." 

Ibid. — The  Daviot  case  was  discussed  at  length 
in  the  Synod  of  Moray.  A  motion  was  unani- 
mously adopted  affirming  the  deliverance  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Inverness  to  refer  the  case 
to  the  General  Assembly. 

Ibid. — The  Inverness  county  meeting  agreed  to 
petition  Parliament  for  an  extensive  and 
systematic  plan  of  emigration,  and  gave  it  as 
their  opinion  that  the  surplus,  amounting  to 
about  £11,000,  of  the  fund  collected  for  the 
relief  of  destitution  in  the  Highlands  in  1836-7 
should  be  applied  in  promoting  this  object. 

Ibid. — An  antiquarian  friend  sends  a  series  of 
extracts  illustrating  the  value  of  rentals  in  the 
North  in  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth 
century. 
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May  13. — The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  had  introduced 
his  bill  on  the  Church  question  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  A  correspondent  in  London  ex- 
presses the  conviction  that  it  would  never 
satisfy  the  non-intrusionists.  It  did  not. 

May  20. — The  West  Church,  Inverness,  was 
opened  for  worship  on  the  previous  Sunday. 
It  was  announced  that  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Clark  would  preach  there  permanently,  instead 
of  alternating  with  the  other  ministers  in  the 
High  and  Gaelic  Churches. 

May  27. — Mr  John  Fraser,  formerly  Provost  of 
Inverness,  was  now  residing  at  Sherbrooke,  in 
Lower  Canada.  He  took  part  in  a  meeting 
which  was  held  with  the  view  of  providing 
means  for  erecting  and  maintaining  a  College 
at  Kingston.  The  object  apparently  was  to 
educate  young  men  for  the  Colonial  Church. 
Mir  Eraser's  speech  is  reported  at  length. 

June  3. — "We  have  devoted  as  much  space  as 
we  could  spare  to  an  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  General  Assembly,  which  at  pre- 
sent nearly  absorb  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic." The  debate  was  on  the  case  of  the 
Strathbogie  ministers  who  had  been  suspended 
from  office  by  the  Commission. 

Ibid. — Mr  John  Grant  had1  entered  on  the 
tenancy  of  the  Caledonian  Hotel  in  succession 
to  the  late  Mr  Wilson,  who  is  described  as  a 
"paragon  of  landlords." 

June  10. — The  Daviot  case  came  before  the 
Commission  of  Assembly.  The  Commission 
ordered  the  Presbytery  of  Inverness  to  cen- 
sure the  presentee,  Mr  Simon  Mackintosh,  for 
having  obtained  an  interdict  from  the  Civil 
Courts  anent  the  exercise  of  the  veto,  and  to 
report  the  case  to  the  August  meeting. 

Jouie  17. — An  advertisement  dated'  from  Fort- 
William  announces  that  "the  proprietor  of 
some  farms,  now  out  of  lease,  on  an  estate  on 
the  confines  of  Argyleshire  and  Inverness- 
shire,  is  willing  to  treat  with  any  gentleman, 
desirous  of  converting  about  20,000  imperial 
acres  into  a  deer  forest."  One  of  the  in- 
ducements held  out  is  that,  "by  adding  three 
or  four  thousand  acres  more,  these  farms 
might  be  brought  almost  into  contact  with  an 
old  established  regular  forest,  which  has  been 
for  a  century  or  two  strictly  reserved  from 
sheep  and'  cattle,  and  is  at  present  well 
stocked  with  deer."  Another  advertisement 
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offers  on  lease  the  sheep  walk  of  Glenquoich, 
but  states  that  the  deer  forest  of  Glenloyne 
is  excluded  from  it. 

Ibid. — The  attempt  of  the  youth  Oxford  to  shoot 
the  Queen  is  reported.  The  outrage  called 
forth  warm  feelings  of  indignation  and  loyalty 
throughout  the  nation. 

June  24. — Improvements  in  the  town  are  de- 
scribed, among  which  is  mentioned  the  renova- 
tion of  old  buildings.  The  footpath  known 
as  the  Ladies'  Walk  had  been  raised,  levelled, 
and  embanked.  The  lower  island  had  been 
dressed  up,  and  rendered  more  pleasing  by 
the  removal  of  whins  and  the  formation  of 
walks.  The  islands  are  spoken  of  as  "beauti- 
ful but  neglected." 

July  1. — There  is  a  long  description  of  "  The 
Archimedes  Steam  Ship,"  which  introduced 
the  screw  as  a  propeller.  The  vessel  was  en- 
gaged in  an  experimental  voyage,  and  passed 
through  the  Caledonian  Canal. 

Ibid.— An  abstract  is  given  of  a  report  on  the 
Caledonian  Canal  by  a  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  Committee  re- 
commended that  the  Treasury  should  be  em- 
powered to  grant  the  Canal  on  lease  to  a  com- 
pany for  a  period  not  exceeding  ninety-nine 
years,  without  any  annual  return  or  rent,  on 
certain  conditions.  First,  the  company  was 
to  pay  the  sum  of  £45,000,  to  be  applied  in 
discharging  the  debt  on  the  canal.  Second, 
the  works  specified  in  Mr  Walker's  report  for 
improving  the  canal  were  to  be  carried  into 
effect  by  the  company.  Third,  the  company 
was  not  to  be  entitled  to  pay  a  dividend  of 
more  than  ten  per  cent,  until  a  reserve  fund 
of  £50,000  had  been  set  aside ;  nor  a  dividend 
of  more  than  fifteen  per  cent  until  the  reserve 
fund  reached  £100,000.  Stipulations  were 
made  as  to  rates. 

July  8.— At  a  county  meeting  in  Inverness  it 
was  resolved,  under  recent  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  establish  an  efficient  force  of  con- 
stabulary, and  to  authorise  an  assessment  to 
be  levied  for  the  purposes  of  the  Prisons  Act. 
The  meeting  also  approved,  by  a  majority,  of 
a  scheme  to  carry  out  "the  great  coast  road  to 
Inverness."  This,  the  report  explains,  was  a 
new  line  of  road  from  Castle  Stewart  to 
Nairn. 
Ibid. — An  entertainment  was  given  to  Mr  Mac- 
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donald,  the  tenant  of  a  new  kotel,  the  Union 
Hotel  in  High  Street.  This  building  is  now 
the  Highland  Club. 

Ibid. — The  Government  had  agreed  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  Sheriff-Substitutes,  according 
to  a  scale  varying  from  £300  to  £500  a  year. 

Ibid. — "  The  following  instance  of  the  imperfect 
state  of  communication  in  the  North,  about 
ninety  years  since,  has  been  communicated  to 
us  by  a  gentleman  well  versed  in  local  anti- 
quities and  general  information.  When  the 
late  Principal  Macleod,  of  King's  College, 
Aberdeen,  was  desirous  of  returning  with  his 
mother  and  family  to  the  island  of  Skye,  he 
applied  for  a  post-chaise  in  Aberdeen,  but 
found  that  the  only  public  carriage  in  the  city, 
fit  for  the  road,  had  gone  that  day  to 
Arbroath.  There  was  another  vehicle,  but  it 
wanted  a  wheel,  and!  the  only  person  in 
Aberdeen  that  could  repair  it  was  laid  up 
with  drunkenness.  The  first  coup-cart  made 
in  the  North  was  constructed  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  late  Mr  Welsh  of  Millburn, 
of  ash  grown  in  the  island  in  the  River  Ness, 
about  the  year  1775.  This  article  of  daily 
use  (formerly  all  the  carts  in  the  Highlands 
were  made  of  rungs  or  small  sticks,  of  the 
rudest  description)  was  copied  by  Mr  Welsh 
from  a  cart  used  in  the  transport  of  prisoners 
from  Perthshire  to  be  tried  at  our  Circuit 
Court  of  Justiciary.  The  first  straight 
furrow  in  ploughing  land  in  the  province  of 
Moray  was  made  by  the  late  Mr  Thomas  Dun- 
can, farmer,  in  Alves,  about  sixty  years  since. 
The  worthy  farmer  marked  out  the  straight 
lines  by  means  of  holes  placed  in  the  field, 
and  his  neighbours,  when  they  saw  these  pre- 
parations for  ploughing,  thought  Mr  Duncan's 
mind  had  fairly  '  gone  ajee.'  The  late  mini- 
ster of  Dores,  the  worthy  Mr  Mackillican, 
used  to  declare  that  when  he  went  first  to 
College  at  Aberdeen,  about  eighty  years  ago, 
there  was  not  a  yard  of  stone  dyke  on  the 
high  road  from  Inverness  to  Aberdeen,  ex- 
cepting a  small  patch  at  Gordon  Castle." 

Ibid. — The  previous  week,  the  workmen  who 
were  engaged  on  the  new  buildings  in  Far- 
raline  Park  (Bell's  School)  dug  up  nine  entire 
skeletons  at  a  depth  of  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-four  inches.  The  bodies  did  not  seem 
to  have  been  regularly  interred,  and  they  were 
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probably  the  remains  of  men  who  had  fallen 
in  fight. 

Ibid.— Mr  Hugh  Ross  of  Cromarty  was  enter- 
tained to  a  public  dinner  in  Tain  by  members 
of  the  Easter  Ross  Fanner  Society  and  other 
gentlemen.  It  is  stated  that  Mr  Ross's  pro- 
perty had  not  merely  increased  but  multiplied 
in  value  since  he  came  into  possession  of  it ; 
and  his  exertions,  together  with  their 
stimulating  effect  on  his  neighbours,  had  com- 
pletely altered  the  face  of  the  country.  The 
special  object  which  the  dinner  was  intended 
to  celebrate  was  the  establishment  by  Mir 
Ross  at  Phippsfield  of  a  manufactory  for 
bricks  and  drain  tiles,  which  was  now  fully 
in  operation. 

Ibid. — A  quotation  from  an  Ayr  newspaper 
states  that  a  vast  and  awfully  increasing 
amount  of  distress  existed  in  the  large  towns. 
From  ilredand  and  from  the  manufacturing 
districts  of  England  and  Scotland  the  same 
tale  came.  It  is  stated  that  in  the  town  of 
Paisley  no  less  than  1200  workmen  were  al- 
most wholly  unemployed. 

July  15. — There  is  a  report  of  the  trial  of  Ox- 
ford for  shooting  at  the  Queen.  The  jury 
found  that  the  prisoner  was  "guilty  of  dis- 
charging the  contents  of  two  pistols  at  her 
Majesty,  but  whether  or  not  they  were  loaded 
with  ball  we  cannot  decide,  he  being  at  that 
time  labouring  under  an  unsound  state  of 
mind."  This  being  an  uncertain  verdict,  the 
jury  were  sent  back  to  reconsider  it,  and  re- 
turned with  a  verdict  of  "guilty,  being  at  the 
time  insane."  The  prisoner  was  accordingly 
ordered  to  be  detained  during  her  Majesty's 
pleasure. 

Ibid. — At  the  Inverness  Wool  Fair  the  price  of 
sheep  was  good  and  sales  were  extensive.  The 
demand  for  wool  was  stagnant.  The  manu- 
facturing districts  were  labouring  under  great 
depression,  particularly  as  regards  the  woollen 
trade,  which  had  been  affected  by  the  dnlness 
of  the  American  markets,  the  existence  of 
hostilities  with  China,  and  the  comparative 
stagnation  of  the  home  demand.  Prices  are 
quoted  as  follows: — Cheviot  wedders,  24s  to 
33s:  ewes,  15=  to  23s;  lambs,  7s  to  11s  6d. 
Blackfaced  wedders,  15s  to  22s  6d ;  ewes,  11s 
to  12s ;  lambs,  7s  to  9s  3d.  Cross  wedders, 
20«  to  23s;  ewes,  14s;  lambs,  7s  6d  to  8s; 
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Leicester  cross  lambs,  14s.  Blackfaced  wool 
is  quoted  at  14s,  and  Cheviot  white  and  half- 
bred,  23s  to  26s.  It  is  stated,  however,  that 
all  the  principal  clips  in  the  North  remained 
unsold.  One  gentleman,  who  sometimes  made 
purchases  to  the  amount  of  £25,000,  went 
away  without  buying  a  single  fleece.  Pur- 
chasers had  resolved  to  take  nothing  except 
at  a  reduction  of  from  20  to  25  per  cent  on 
the  (previous  year,  and  as  fanners  believed 
that  the  depression  was  temporary  and  acci- 
dental, they  resolved  to  hold  their  fleeces. 

Ibid. — The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Cale- 
donian Bank  was  held  on  the  7th  curt.  The 
profits  of  the  first  year,  equal  to  6  per  cent., 
were  carried  to  reserve.  A  sum  of  £100  was 
voted  for  a  piece  of  plate  to  Mr  Ross,  Berbice, 
for  his  valuable  services  as  acting  manager, 
rendered  gratuitously  from  the  opening  ot 
the  Bank. 

Ibid. — There  is  notice  of  a  religious  revival  in 
Ross-shire,  similar  to  that  which  had  taken 
place  the  previous  year  at  Kilsyth.  Deep 
feelings  were  manifested  at  the  Communion 
services  at  Tarbat,  conducted  in  Gaelic  by 
the  Rev.  Mr  Macdonald  of  Femntosh.  At 
Tain  Mr  Macdonald  preached  on  Sunday  to  an 
open-air  gathering  of  not  less  than  five  or  six 
thousand  persons.  The  people  were  engaged 
night  and  day  in  prayer  meetings. 

July  22. — Provost  Gumming  reported  that  the 
Inverness  jail  had  been  delivered  over  to  the 
County  Prison  Board  on  1st  July.  The  Clerk 
produced  inventories  of  warrants,  furniture, 
and  books,  which  had  been  transferred  along 
with  the  jail. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  Inver- 
ness, Mr  Mackintosh,  presentee  to  Daviot, 
made  the  declaration  enjoined  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  his  regret  for  having  applied  for 
an  interdict  against  seven  communicants  of 
that  parishi  to  prevent  their  exercising  the 
veto.  The  Presbytery  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  Mr  Mackintosh's  statement  was 
perfectly  satisfactory. 

July  29. — This  issue  contains  a  report  of  a  case 
which  excited  great  interest  in  the  Highlands. 
Mr  Donald  Home  of  Langwell,  W.S.,  and  Mr 
Hugh  Boss  of  Cromarty,  had  quarrelled  over 
the  settlement  of  accounts.  At  the  time  of 
the  Highland  Society  Show  in  Inverness,  in 
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the  previous  October,  Mr  Ross  sent  a  chal- 
lenge to  Mr  Home,  and  because  the  latter 
did  not  acceipt,  he  called  him  a  coward.  This 
occurred  in  the  Caledonian  Hotel.  Mr  Home 
brought  an  action  of  damages,  offering  at  the 
same  time  to  accept  an  apology.  He  said  that 
the  dispute  occurred  in  connection  -with  profes- 
sional matters,  and  he  had  acted  all  through 
honourably  and  -within  his  rights.  It  was 
after  the  question  between  them  had  been 
settled  that  the  cliallenge  was  sent.  He  could 
not  fight  with  Mr  Ross,  who  was  an  old  man 
of  73,  and  tmcle  of  his  partner  in  business. 
The  jury  found  for  pursuer,  awarding  £500  as 
damages. 

Ibid. — The  Caledonian  Canal  Bill  passed  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  authorised  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury  to  grant  a  lease  of  the  canal 
rent  free,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  99  years. 

August  5. — The.  following  paragraph  is  quoted 
from  the  "John  O'Groat  Journal": — "The 
Quebec  Packet,  Captain  Stephen,  left  Crc~ 
inarty  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  17th  curt., 
with  goods  and  passengers.  This  is  the  third 
ship  sent  out  this  year  to  British  America  by 
Messrs  Sutherland  and  Maclennan.  We 
understand  that  the  aggregate  number  of 
emigrants  from  the  North,  shipped  this  season 
by  vessels  chartered  by  the  above-mentioned 
agents,  amounts  to  no  less  than  403.  Of 
these  248  are  from  Caithness,  viz. — Ospray, 
115 ;  British  King,  116 ;  Quebec  Packet,  17 ; 
total,  248."  The  same  issue  gives  an  account 
of  a  scheme  for  emigration  to  Central  America. 

Ibid. — The  estates  of  Glengarry  and  Inverlochy 
are  advertised  for  sale. 

Ibid. — A  meeting  of  subscribers  to  the  fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  destitute  in  the  Highlands 
and  Islands  was  held  in  Edinburgh  on  the  pre- 
vious Friday.  The  secretary,  Mr  Craigie,  re- 
ported that  the  funds  in  bank  amounted  to 
£3200,  of  which  sum  £1300  belonged  to  the 
London  Committee,  transmitted  to  the  Edin- 
burgh Committee  on  the  express  understand- 
ing that  it  was  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  destitu- 
tion. After  deducting  this  sum  and  imple- 
menting obligations,  the  Edinburgh  Commit- 
tee had  £1700  at  the  disposal  of  subscribers. 
The  Secretary  had  reason  to  believe  that  £4000 
was  at  the  command  of  the  Glasgow  Commit- 
tee, who  thought  that  the  fund  should  not  be 
diverted  from  its  original  purpose.  Vario"us 
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proposals  were  submitted  for  the  disposal  of 
the  Edinburgh  funds,  but  in  the  end  the  meet- 
ing unanimously  adopted  a  motion  submitted 
by  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Applecross.  resolving  to 
act  in  conceit  with  the  Glasgow  and  London 
Committees,  either  for  relieving  destitution  or 
promoting  emigration.  In  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, it  was  stated  that  distress  continued 
to  prevail  owing  to  a  partial  failure  of  the 
potato  crop,  and  th«  want  of  fuel.  In  conse- 
quence of  wet  weather,  not  a  single  peat  had 
yet  been  got  in. 

August  12. — This  issue  gives  an  account  of  the 
attempt  made  by  Prince  Louis  Napoleon  to 
raise  a  rebellion  at  Boulogne. 

Ibid. — An  American  clergyman,  the  Rev.  A.  G. 
Fraser,  of  New  York,  l«ad  raised  a  claim  to 
the  title  and  estates  of  Lovat.  The  para- 
graph states  that  he  claimed  to  bo  descended 
from  John,  a  younger  brother  of  Lord  Simon 
of  the  '45,  but  the  particulnTs  are  confused. 
The  famous  incident  of  the  stabbing  of  the 
piper  (probably  apocryphal  in  any  case)  is 
attributed  to  John.  The  question,  however, 
had  been  brought  before  the  Court  of  Session. 
and  a  Commission  was  sitting  at  Inverness 
taking  the  evidence  of  a,ged  persons  and  of 
such  documents  as  might  exist. 

Ibid. — A  vessel  called  the  Nith  was  taking  out 
emigrants  from  the  Western  Highlands  to 
Prince  Edward  Island.  At  Uig  400  passen 
gers  went  on  board,  and  at  Tobermory  150. 
The  vessel  proceeded  to  Staffa  a.nd  lona,  and 
was  going  thence  to  the  Isle  of  Man. 

Ibid. — At  a  county  meeting  in  Inverness  a 
sdheme  was  adopted  for  the  establishment  of  a 
force  of  constabulary.  There  were  to  be  four 
district  and  fifteen  ordinary  constables,  with 
thiee  "superior  officers"  and  one  superintend- 
ent. The  total  cost  of  the  force  was  esti- 
mated at  £775  a  year.  The  pay  of  ordinary 
constables  was  to  be  from  £30  to  £40.  The 
county  at  the  time  was  over-run  by  vagrants. 

\ugust  19. — "The  demand  for  shootings  has  this 
year  been  greater  than  usual,  and  rents  have 
risen  largely.  Many  gentlemen  have  returned 
South  after  travelling  over  the  whole  of  the 
North  in  search  of  s'hooting  quarters,  without 
being  able  to  obtain  a  nook  or  a  cranny.  One 
sportsman,  a  baronet,  has  beem  forced  to  locate 
himself  at  the  foot  of  a  high  hill,  over  which 
he  and  his  friends  have  to  travel  ere  they 
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reach  their  moor,  making  a  daily  journey  of 
eight  dreary  miles."  Among  the  sportsmen 
whose  names  are  mentioned  are  the  Marquis  of 
Douro  at  Achnacarry ;  Lord  Ward  at  Glen- 
garry; Lord  Macdonnld  and  Captain  Tumor 
at  Castle  Leod  ;  Loid  Selkirk  at  Upper  Morar ; 
Lord  Lauderdale  at  Lochbroom ;  Mr  St 
George  Gore  at  Gairloch ;  Captain  Inge  at 
Applecross ;  Mr  Horatio  Ross  at  Craig- 
darroch ;  and  the  Messrs  Gladstone  at  Achna- 
sheen.  Sport,  however,  had  not  been  so  good 
as  was  expected. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  report  of  the  proceedings  at 
the  Commission  of  Assembly,  at  which  it  was 
resolved  to  libel  the  seven  Strathbogie  mini- 
sters. The  Commission  also  (as  reported  in 
the  next  issue)  resolved  to  frame  a  libel 
against  Mr  Edwards,  presentee  to  the  parish 
of  Marnocifai.  They  accepted  the  submission  of 
the  presentee  to  the  parish  of  Daviot. 

August  26. — The  death  is  announced  of  Mi 
Rickman,  Second  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. "Mr  Rickman  was  for  nearly  thirty 
years  Secretary  to  the  Parliamentary  Boards 
of  Commissioners  for  Highland  Roads 
and  Bridges,  and  of  the  Caledonian 
Canal,  in  which  situations  he  always 
evinced  a  strong  and  enthusiastic  in- 
terest in  the  improvement  of  the  Highlands. 
He  had  made  himself  familiar  with  all  our 
roads  and  bridges,  our  buys  and  harbours ; 
and  wrote  upon  the  subject  with  the  force  and 
fluency  of  a  man  who  puts  his  heart  into  his 
words.'' 

Ibid. — "We  saw  lately  a  fine  gold  ring  contain- 
ing a  miniature  portrait  of  Prince  Charles 
Edward  Stuart,  taken  in  1744.  The  ring,  as 
we  were  told,  belonged  to  the  Lordl  Mac- 
donald  of  that  day  [Sir  Alexander  Mac- 
donald],  to  whom  it  was  presented  by  the 
Prince.  It  came  into  the  hands  of  a  sister  of 
Lord  Maodonald,  resident  in  Moscow,  and  by 
her  was  presented  to  Mr  Smith,  merchant  in 
Moscow,  who,  after  a  long  residence  in  Rus- 
sia, returned  to  his  native  district  of  Gallo- 
way, where  he  died.  The  ring  is  at  present 
in  the  possession  of  Mr  Nicholson,  bookseller, 
Kirkcudbright.  It  is  of  French  workman- 
ship, and  the  portrait  is  beautifully  executed 
in  enamel." 

Ibid. — There  is  an  account  of  a  religious  awaken- 
ing at  Alness,  corresponding  to  w"bat  had  oc- 
curred elsewhere  in  Ross-shire.  The  Rev. 
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Johu  Macdonald  of  Ferintosh  was  the  preacher. 
Prayer  meetings  had  been  previously  estab- 
lished by  the  parish  minister,  Rev.  Mr  Flyter. 

Ibid. — On  the  15th  inst.  the  foundation-stone  of 
the  Scott  Monument  was  laid  in  Edinburgh. 

September  2. — Mr  Duncan's  picture  of  Prince 
Charles  Edward  and  the  Highlanders  entering 
Edinburgh  after  the  battle  of  Prestonpans  is 
made  the  text  for  an  article  over  two  columns 
in  length. 

September  9. — An  account  is  given  of  the  im- 
provement effected  by  Sir  Francis  Mackenzie 
in  the  growth  of  different  descriptions  of 
grain  on  his  estate  of  Conan.  New  seeds 
reared  with  success  in  the  South  were 
generally  imported  by  Sir  Francis,  and  the  re- 
sults carefully  noted.  Reclamations  and  im- 
provements had  also  been  going  on  in  the 
valley  of  the  Conon.  Sir  George  Mackenzie 
was  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  alter  the  course, 
of  part  of  the  river,  by  raising  a  huge  em- 
bankment and  cutting  a  new  course  for  the 
stream.  His  object  was  to  save  the  fields 
from  occasional  inundation,  and  to  add  a  tract 
of  good  land  to  the  estate.  Mr  Fowler  of 
Radrtery  was  also  engaged  in  embanking  and 
improving ;  "and  next  year  there  will  be 
several  fields  won  from  the  waste  to  greet  the 
eye  of  those  who  travel  by  the  new  bridge  to 
Contin  and  Strathpeffer." 

Ibid. — There  is  an  account  of  the  death  of 
Thomas  Simpson,  the  Arctic  explorer,  who 
died,  it  was  alleged,  by  his  own  hand,  after 
shooting  one  of  his  companions  in  a  camp  four 
days'  journey  from  Fort  Garry.  He  was  only 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  a  man  of  robust  con- 
stitution, and  naturally  of  amiable  disposition. 
His  brother,  Alexander  Simpson,  afterwards 
published  a  biography  (Richard  Bentley,  1845), 
iu  which  he  maintained  that  Simpson  had 
been  murdered  by  his  companions,  who  were 
half-breeds. 

Ibid. — It  is  mentioned  that  five  editions  of 
Thomas  Campbell's  poetical  works  had  been 
published  within  tobe  last  five  years,  ranging 
in  price  from  half-a-crown  to  a  sovereign. 
The  popularity  of  his  works  at  the  time  was 
very  great. 

September  16. — The  Presbytery  of  Inverness 
met  again  to  consider  the  Daviot  case,  from 
80  to  100  parishioners  from  Daviot  being  pre- 
sent. The  Moderator  explained  the  Veto  Act 
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ut  great  length  in  Gaelic.  "It  having  been 
asked  of  the  parishioners  present  if  they  under- 
stood what  hud  been  said  to  them,  their 
answer,  as  translated  to  us,  was  that  they 
understood  it  all  before  they  came  there,  and 
that  they  had  only  come  in  obedience  to  the 
request  of  the  Presbytery.  Nothing  further 
was  done,  and  there  was  no  other  business  be- 
fore the  meeting.1' 

Ibid.— Mr  Maitluud  Makgill  Orient/on  ad- 
dn-sseii  an  anti-patronage  meeting  in  Inver- 
ness. Kev.  Mr  Clark  was  in  the  chair. 

September  23. — On  t'li*  9th  inst.  a  whale  was 
captured  off  the  quicksands,  in  the  Dornoch 
Firth,  on  the  Tain  side.  The  whale  was  75 
feet  4  inches  in  length,  and  its  girth  round 
the  thickest  part  was  36  feet.  The  monster 
was  "in  the  throes  of  death"  when  taken  by 
iishenuen. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  in  Nairn  it  was  resolved  to 
establish  a  Savings  Bank  for  the  benefit  of 
the  town  and  county. 

.September  3. — Kxtracts  are  given  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  Association  in  Glas- 
gow, bearing  testimony  to  the  value  of  Hugh 
Millw's  researches  in  the  Old  Red  Sandstone, 
and  to  the  outstanding  merits  of  his  papers 
on  the  subject,  as  published  in  the  "Witness." 
The  chief  speakers  were  Mr  Murchiaon  (Sir 
Roderick)  and  Dr  Buckland.  Agassiz,  who 
was  present,  proposed  to  name  one  of  the 
specimens  of  fossil  fish  Dipterus  Milleri- 
It  was  iilso  stated  that  Lady  Gordon  Gum- 
ming hud  come  forward  as  a  distinguished  and 
successful  investigator  in  geology. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  notice  of  the  work  of  the  Inver- 
ness Dispensary.  It  had  been  in  existence  for 
eight  years. — The  painting  of  the  Holy  Family 
(attributed  to  Sasso  Ferrato),  which  was  hung 
in  the  Royal  Academy,  was  suffering  from  the 
attacks  of  an  insect.  "Fortunately  the  cir- 
cumstance has  been  discovered  in  time,  before 
the  insect  had  bored  to  any  great  depth,  and 
the  picture  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr 
Macinnes,  artist,  whose  taste  is  well  known, 
and  who  will  effectually  protect  this  work  of 
art  from  any  further  dilapidation."  The  pic- 
ture is  now  in  the  Town  Hall. 

Ibid. — A  Ross-shire  county  meeting  discussed 
the  expediency  of  appointing  a  constabulary 
force.  The  annual  cost  was  estimated  at 
£712.  It  was  resolved  to  circulate  the  report 
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of  the  Committee,  and  to  delay  consideration 
of  it  for  a  year. 

October  7. — Wilson,  a  famous  Scottish  vocalist, 
gave  three  musical  entertainments  in  Inverness 
the  previous  week.  They  are  spoken  of  in 
terms  of  great  appreciation. 

Ibid. — The  Northern  Meeting  was  well  attended. 
There  were  horse  races  on  both  days  at  tihe 
Longman.  Friday  was  always  reckoned 
the  principal  day  of  the  Meeting,  and  001  this 
occasion  150  dined!  and  about  300  attended  the 
ball  and  supper.  Presents  of  game  and  fruit 
were  sent  to  the  Meeting  from  different 
quarters.  Lord  Lovat  presented  a  fine  stag 
and  forty  hares  and  rabbits. 

Ibid. — The  Presbytery  of  Inverness  met  on  the 
30th  ult.  to  moderate  in  a  call  to  the  Rev. 
Simon  Mackintosh  to  the  parish  of  Daviot. 
The  call  was  signed  by  six  heritors,  by  three 
communicants  out  of  ten,  and  by  58  male  heads 
of  families — total,  67.  Dissents  were  tendered 
by  seven  communicants,  and  a  petition  was 
presented  against  the  settlement  of  the  pre- 
sentee, purporting  to  be  signed  by  194 
parishioners,  including  119  heads  of  families. 
The  Presbytery  adjourned  consideration  of  the 
case. 

Ibid. — Marshal  Macdonald,  Duke  of  Tareutum, 
died  at  his  Chateau  of  Oourcelles,  agedi  75. 

October  14. — A  paragraph  records  the  death  of 
an  old  woman,  Mrs  Batchen,  Elgin,  who  was 
supposed  to  be  109  years  of  age.  The  actual 
date  of  her  birtih,  however,  had  not  been  dis- 
covered. "It  is  said  that  she  was  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Mrs  Anderson  of  Arradowal  (commonly 
called  Lady  Arradowal)  at  the  time  that  lady 
entertained  Prince  Charles  Edward  on  his 
passing  through  Elgin  previous  to  the 
disastrous  battle  of  Culloden,  and  that  she 
gave  out  the  'best  Holland  sheets  the  house 
could  afford'  for  tihe  bed  which  the  Piince  was 
to  occupy." 

Ibid. — 'There  is  a  report  of  the  address  delivered 
by  Professor  Agassiz  at  the  meeting  of  the 
British  Association,  showing  that  glaziers 
formerly  existed  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

Ibid. — A  boat  from  Hopeman  was  upset  by  a 
squall  in  the  Firth,  and  five  of  its  crew  of  six 
were  drowned. 

October  21. — Interest  was  created  by  the  dis- 
covery of  iron  a.nd  lead1  ore  on  the  Duke  of 
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Richmond's  estate,  near  Tomintoul.  The 
Duke  was  anxious  to  have  both  veins  •worked. 

Ibid. — A  case  of  what  was  believed  to  be  murder 
had  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Knockando.  A 
farmer  named  Alexander  Tulloch  had  been 
found  dead,  bearing  marks  of  violence.  The 
culprit  was  supposed  to  be  the  man's  son-in- 
law,  Peter  Cameron,  who  managed,  after  he 
was  arrested,  to  escape  from  the  constables  who 
had  him  in  charge.  A  reward  of  £20  was 
offered  for  his  apprehension. 

Ibid. — The  Inverness  Farmers'  Society  held  a 
successful  show  of  stock.  At  the  dinner  the 
best  mode  of  cultivating  turnips  was  discussed. 
The  chief  speakers  were  Mr  Brown  of  Link- 
wood',  Mr  Geddes,  Orbliston,  and  Sir  Francis 
Mackenzie  of  Gairloch. 

Ibid. — The  Rev.  Robert  Williamson,  parish 
minister  of  Croick,  had  accepted  a  call  some 
time  before  to  the  Scottish  Church  of  Pictou, 
Nova  Scotia.  There  is  in  this  number  a  notice 
of  his  induction  to  his  new  clmrge.  A  num- 
ber of  Mr  Williamsom's  former  congregation, 
and  others  from  the  parishes  of  Croick  and 
Assynt,  engaged  to  accompany  him  to  Nova 
Scotia.  "He  made  the  most  judicious  arrange- 
ments for  their  comfort  and  accommodation 
abroad,  and  procured  a  handsome  sum  to  en- 
able the  humbler  amongst  them  to  emigrate. 
He  got  a  vessel  to  come  to  Lochhiver  for  them 
— the  Deveron,  Captain  Maclean — which  made 
the  passage  in  27  days  to  Pictou.  Mr  Wil- 
liamson had  every  intention  of  accompanying 
his  little  Highland  colony,  but  the  state  of  his 
amiable  lady's  health  detained  him  a  few  weeks 
later,  when  he  went  by  the  British  King,  aiud 
had  a  most  tedious  voyage,  a.  fever  having 
broken  out  on  board,  which  carried  off  several 
of  the  passengers.  On  Mr  and  Mrs  William- 
son'g  arrival  at  Picton,  the  passengers  by  the 
Deveron  waited  on  their  minister,  to  express 
to  him  their  deep  sense  of  the  unremitting 
kindness  of  the  captain,  and  no  less  that  of  the 
owner,  Mr  Watson,  wtho  made  the  voyage 
along  with  them.  These  poor,  grateful  High- 
landers were  clubbing  their  spare  pence  to  pur- 
chase a  silver  snuff-box  for  Captain  Maclean." 

Ibid. — The  amount  of  assessment  in  Inverness  for 
the  poor  was  £1600,  but  this  was  calculated 
for  about  five  hundred!  poor,  and  to  cover  pre- 
liminary expenses.  After  investigation,  only 
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three  hundred  legal  poor  were  placed  on  the 
roll.  The  permanent  assessment  was  expected 
to  be  about  £1000,  at  the  rate  of  less  than  Is 
per  pound  on  occupancy  and  less  than  4d  on 
property.  The  population  of  town  and  parish 
was  about  16,000. 

October  28.— The  death  of  Lord  Holland  is  an 
nounced.  "He  was  one  of  the  steadiest  ujid 
noblest  landmarks  of  the  Whig  party." 

Ibid. — The  Glengarry  estates  were  exposed  for 
sale  in  Edinburgh  on  the  20th  inst.  "  The 
estate  of  Glengarry  was  put  >up  at  £88,000, 
and  after  many  offers  was  sold  to  Lord  Ward 
at  £91,000.  The  estate  of  Iiiverlochy  Castle 
was  exposed  to  sale  at  £68,000,  and  after  a 
keen  competition  was  knocked  down  to  an 
English  gentleman  for  £75,150."  The  latter 
purchaser  was  afterwards  stated  to  be  the 
Hon.  Mr  Scarlett,  son  of  Lord  Abinger. 

Ibid. — A  work  issued  on.  National  Instruction 
showed  that  the  average  income  of  parochial 
teachers,  from  salaries,  fees,  and  other  emolu- 
ments, amounted  to  £47  5s  ll|d  per  annum. 
or  about  18s  2^d  (per  week.  Adding  house  and 
garden,  their  emoluments  were  about  £1  per 
week. 

November  4. — The  Earl  of  Seafield  died  on  the 
26th  ult. ,  at  fche  age  of  seventy-three.  His 
lordship  succeeded  to  the  title  and  estates  on 
the  death  of  James,  seventh  Earl  of  Findlater 
and  fourth  Earl  of  Seafield.  The  Hon.  Colonel 
Francis  William  Grant,  brother  of  the  de- 
ceased Earl,  now  succeeded. 

Ibid. — The  elections  for  the  Inverness  Town 
Council  turned  this  year  on  the  question  of  an 
assessment  for  the  poor.  The  result  was  com- 
pletely in  favour  of  the  "non-assessors,"  and 
also  gave  n  majority  of  Whigs  to  tihe  Town 
Council.  A  large  number  of  the  inhabitants 
resisted  payment  of  the  assessment. 

Ibid. — A  disastrous  storm  had  swept  over  the 
Shetland  Isles,  causing  great  loss  of  life.  The 
number  of  victims  is  not  precisely  stated,  but 
many  families  had  been  left  desolate. 

Ibid — A  private  letter  from  a  young  man  who 
emigrated  in  1838  gives  a  deplorable  account 
of  the  condition  of  New  South  Wales.  The 
convict  system  had  corrupted  the  community. 
"Emigrate,"  says  the  writer,  "your  redundant 
population  must,  but  let  them  emigrate  to 
shores  not  the  receptacle  of  the  winnowings  of 
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the  most  abandoned  and  thoroughly  depraved 
of  the  human  family." 

November  11. — Attention  is  directed  to  the  pro- 
gress of  geological  science.  "Mr  Anderson,  of 
this  town,  has  just  discovered,  in  the  sandstone 
quarry  at  Castleleathers  burn,  at  the  base  of 
the  Leys,  a  layer  abounding  with  the  scales 
and  portions  of  fossil  fish,  some  of  which  must 
have  been  of  great  size."  It  is  pointed  out 
that  the  deposit  is  older  than  the  coal  measures, 
and  that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  risk  money 
in  quest  of  coal.  Mr  P.  Duff,  Elgin,  had  been 
publishing  a  series  of  papers  on  the  Geology 
of  Moray,  in  the  'Elgin  Courant,'  and  the 
Morayshire  Literary  and  Scientific  Association 
was  currying  on  its  work  with  vigour  and  suc- 
cess. The  editor  suggested  the  formation  of  a 
scientific  club  in  Inverness. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  Inverness  Town  Council 
the  question  arose  whether  hailies  were  en- 
titled to  retain  office  during  their  term  as 
Councillors.  Provost  Gumming  held  that  they 
wsre,  and  moved  the  election  of  one  bailie  and 
treasurer  to  fill  vacant  offices.  Mr  Mncandrew 
held  that  the  uniform  practice  in  Inverness 
was  to  elect  the  magistrates  annually,  and  he 
moved  that  the  Council  should  now  proceed 
to  elect  four  magistrates,  a  dean  of  guild,  and 
treasurer.  The  amendment  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  twelve  votes  to  nine,  and  new 
magistrates  were  then  elected.  Provost  Cum- 
ming  announced!  that  he  lhad  now  determined 
to  resign  office,  as  he  had  been  deprived  of  the 
co-operation  of  everyone  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  associated  with  him  in  the  magistracy. 

Ibid. — A  curious  question  arose  in  connection 
with  the  Nairn  election.  There  were  six  vacan- 
cies. Four  candidates  were  duly  elected,  but 
other  three  had  an  equality  of  votes.  One  of  the 
three  intimated  Ihds  resignation,  but  the  Pro- 
vost and  Town-Clerk  held  that  this  did  not  en- 
title the  remaining  two  to  receive  induction. 
The  only  way  was  to  hold  a  fresh  election  for 
the  two  places.  This  was  accordingly  done. 

November  8. — A  large  party  of  tihe  directors  and 
shareholders  of  the  Caledonian  Bank  dined  in 
the  Caledonian  Hotel,  and  presented  Mr  John 
Pvoss,  Berbioe  Cottage,  with  a  handsome  piece 
of  plate  "in  acknowledgment  of  Ibis  disinter- 
ested and  valuable  services  as  manager  of  the 
Bank  at  the  period  of  its  commencement,  and 


1840]         File  of  Inverness  Courier.  289 


subsequently  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Directors."  Colonel  Ross  of  Strathgarve  was 
in  the  chair. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  DingwaJl  Town  Council, 
called  for  the  election  of  magistrates,  Bailie 
Charles  Stewart  was  seized  with  an  apopleptic 
fit,  and  died  in  half-an-hour.  The  business 
was  adjourned.  "Mr  Stewart,  was  a  geneious 
and  kind-hearted  man,  much  and  justly 
esteemed  by  his  fellow-townsmen." 

November  25.— On  the  21st  inst.,  Queen  Vic- 
toria gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  the  Princess 
Royal,  afterwards  Empress  of  Germany. 

Ibid. — This  issue  gives  an  account  of  a  drive  to 
the  Glengarry  country.  It  relates  the  story  of 
Evan  M'Phee,  who  then  lived  as  a  "bold  out- 
law" in  an  island  in  Loch-Quoich.  The  story 
is  preserved  in  the  Highland!  Notebook. 

December  2. — War  had  been  going  on  for  some 
time  with  Mahomet  Ali,  the  ruler  of  Egypt, 
who  claimed  Syria.  With  the  aid  of  the 
BritisHi  fleet,  the  Egyptian  forces  were  driven 
from  Acre,  and  the  town  was  once  more  placed 
in  possession  of  the  Turks. 

Ibid. — The  question  was  raised  at  the  Inverness 
Town  Council  whether  the  resignation  by  Mr 
Gumming  of  the  office  of  Provost  involved  the 
resignation  of  his  seat  at  the  Council.  The 
point  was  referred  to  the  opinion  of  counsel. 

December  9. — With  the  permission  of  the 
British  Government,  the  remains  of  the 
Emiperor  Napoleon  were  removed  from  St 
Helena  to  be  deposited  in  Paris. 

Ibid. — Duncan  George  Forbes  of  Culloden,  great- 
grandson  of  the  President,  died  at  Forres  on 
the  28th  ult. ,  at  the  age  of  60.  His  remains 
were  removed  to  Culloden  House,  aadl  were 
interred  on  the  5th  inst.  in  the  family  burying- 
ground  in  the  Chapel-Yard,  Inverness.  A  col- 
lision occurred  on  the  occasion  between  two 
sections  of  the  tenantry.  The  Ferintosh  men 
claimed  tihe  right  of  carrying  the  body  and 
surrounding  the  hearse  in  its  progress.  When 
the  procession  had  -gone  about  half-a-mile,  part 
of  the  Oulloden  people  sallied  from  a  wood, 
armed  with  sticks,  and  endeavoured  to  drive 
their  opponents  from  the  hearse.  They  suc- 
ceeded in  dislodging  the  main  body,  but  a  few 
of  the  Ferintosh  men  held  fast  by  the  hearse, 
and  did  not  relinquish  their  hold  until  they 
arrived  at  the  burial  place.  It  was  feared  that 
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the  contest  wonld  be  repeated  in  the  church- 
yard, but  the  exertions  of  Mr  John  Macbean, 
messenger-at-arms,  and  the  superintendent  of 
police,  (prevented  such  a  deplorable  result. 
"The  gentlemen  of  the  district,  and  the  re- 
spectable tenants  on  each  side,  carried  the 
coffin,  while  thei  mem  from  the  country  walked! 
beside  tlhem.  The  whole  of  the  surrounding 
walls,  tombs,  and  monuments  in  the  church- 
yard were  covered  with  spectators,  forming  a 
novel  and  impressive  spectacle." 

Ibid.— The  Presbytery  of  Inverness  had  another 
long  sederunt  on  the  Daviot  case.  It  was 
ultimately  resolved  to  refer  it  to  the  Assembly, 
with  any  further  minutes  which  might  be 
added  before  the  first  Tuesday  of  March. 

December  16. — Tlie  Inverness  High  Church  was 
re-opened  on  Sunday  after  undergoing  repair. 
The  table-seats  had  been  displaced  to  make 
room  foe  pews,  by  which  additional  accom- 
modation was  obtained.  The  church  was  also 
heated  by  means  of  stoves. 

Ibid. — Counsel  intimated  their  opinion  that  Mr 
Gumming,  by  resigning  his  office  as  Provost, 
did  not  resign  his  office  as  Councillor. 

Ibid.— The  Highland  Society  voted  their  silver 
medal  to  Sir  Francis  A.  Mackenzie  of  Gairloch, 
for  Ibis  report  on  the  comparative  values  of 
wheat  grown  on  Conan  Mains. 

December  23. — A  meeting  was  held  in  a  hall  in 
Castle  Street,  which  was  addressed  by  a 
Chartist  speaker  from  London,  Mr  Julian 
Harney.  There  was  a  charge  of  twopence  for 
adimission  "to  pay  expenses."  About  ninety 
persons  were  present.  The  speech  Was  fol- 
lowed by  a  free  discussion,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  large  majority  of  the  meeting  were 
opposed  to  the  views  of  the  speaker.  In  the 
midst  of  considerable  confusion,  the  police- 
officers  entered,  and  the  orderly  portion  of  the 
meeting  withdrew.  "We  understand  that  after 
paying  the  expenses  of  the  room  Mr  Harney 
haidl  a  balance  of  Is  6d  in  his  favour.  A  sub- 
scription was  afterwards  made  by  his  support- 
ers, which  amounted  to  2s  6d ;  and  yesterday 
Mr  Juliaa  Harney  left  town  to  proceed  to 
Forres." 

Ibid.— A  series  of  articles  on  "Inverness  in  th« 
Olden  Time"  begins  in  this  issue.  They  are 
chiefly  drawn  from  the  burgh  records.  The 
convivial  habits  of  tfhe  city  fathers  are  de- 
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picted.  The  -writer  inferred  that  a  royal  birth- 
day meant  the  consumption  of  six  dozen  of 
claret,  bnt  the  Provost  and  Bailies  shared  their 
good  cheer  with  other  dignitaries  and  town 
officials.  The  amount  spent  for  eating  and 
drinking  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century  is  estimated  at  £50  a  year — a  very 
considerable  sum  in  those  days.  In  subse- 
quent issues  there  are  notes  on  neighbouring 
towns  as  well  as  on  Inverness. 

December  30. — At  a  meeting  of  Inverness  Town 
Council,  Dr  J.  I.  Nicol  was  elected  a  member 
of  Council,  in  place  of  Mr  Rennie,  who  had 
resigned.  At  the  same  meeting  Dr  Nicol  was 
elected  Provost  of  tlie  buagh. 

Ibid. — "On  Wednesday  week  the  estate  of  Barra, 
in  Inverness-shire,  was  put  up  to  sale  in 
Paxton's  Exchange  Coffee-House,  at  £36,000 ; 
and  after  various  biddings  was  knocked  down 
to  Colonel  Gordon  of  Cluny  for  the  sum  of 
£38,050." 
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No.   XVII. 

The  year  1841  is  important  in  political  his- 
tory. The  Whigs  had  now  been  in  office  for 
ten  years,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
period  had  incurred  much  opposition  on  ac- 
count of  their  Irish  policy,  which  was  repre- 
sented as  subservient  to  Daniel  O'Connell 
and  injurious  to  Protestant  interests.  The 
agitation  on  the  Corn  Laws  had  also  begun. 
In  connection  with  this  subject  in  the  first 
part  of  the  session  of  1841,  Lord  John  Russell 
announced  that  he  intended  on  31st  May  to 
move  the  following  resolution: — ''That  the 
House  should  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to  consider  the  Acts  of 
Parliament  relating  to  the  trade  in  corn." 
The  division,  however,  took  place  on  a  sub- 
sidiary question  relating  to  the  sugar  duties, 
though  the  subject  mainly  discussed  was  the 
merit  of  a  fixed  duty  on  corn  as  opposed  to  a 
sliding  scale.  Lord  John  Russell  was  in 
favour  of  a  fixed  duty,  Sir  Robert  Peel  of  the 
.sliding  scale.  The  Government  was  defeated 
by  36  votes— 317  to  281.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever, resign  unt'l  Sir  Robert  Peel  proposed 
a  vote  of  no  confidence,  which  was  carried  by 
•A  majority  of  one  (312  to  311).  A  dissolu- 
tion of  Parliament  followed,  and  Sir  Robert 
Peel  came  into  power  with  a  majority  of  68. 


From  the  "Inverness  Courier.' 
1841. 

January  13.— The  game  of  curling  promised1  to 
become  naturalised.  It  was  unknown  here 
until  the  late  Mr  Wilson,  of  the  Caledonian 
Hotelv  introduced  curling  stones  and  estab- 
lished the  game  on  Looli-na-Sainais.  "This 
year  a  more  solid  foundation  has  been  laid ; 
stones  and  besoms  have  been  provided  in 
numbers,  rinks  are  formed,  and  a  regular  club 
has  been,  constituted." 

Ibid. — The  sudden  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr  Ken- 
nedy, of  Killearnan,  is  announced.  He  was 
seized  with  croup  in  the  throat  on  the  pre- 
vious Saturday,  and  died  next  day.  Mr  Ken- 
nedy was  the  father  of  the  late  Dr  Kennedy, 
of  Dingwall,  and  a  popular  and  impressive 
preacher. 

Ibid. — A   marvellous   escape   is  recorded.       Mr 
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Grant  of  Glenaioristou  and  two  friends  were 
driving  along  the  banks  of  Loch-Ness  at  a 
steep  spot,  when  the  horses  slipped  ou 
the  ice,  and  dtagged  the  carriage  over  a  rock 
sixty  feet  high.  The  occupants  of  the  cat 
riage  had  just  time  to  throw  themselves  out, 
but  the  coachman  went  with  the  horses. 
Their  fall,  however,  was  broken  by  trees  and 
brushwood.  The  coachman  escaped  unhurt, 
and  the  horses  were  swung  up  by  ropes  little 
the  worse.  The  paragraph  recalls  a  similar 
accident  which  had  happened  at  the  same  spot 
to  the  family  of  Macleod  of  Macleod  a  few 
years  before.  The  writer  strongly  insists  on 
the  erection  of  parapets  along  this  line  of 
road. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  long  review  of  a  romance  by 
Charles  Mackay,  entitled  "Longbeard,  Lord 
of  London."  The  review,  we  believe,  was 
written  by  Angus  B.  Reach,  a  young  native  of 
Inverness,  who  was  afterwards  well  known  as 
a  distinguished  London  journalist. 

January  20. — The  first  annual  report  of  the  In- 
verness National  Security  Savings  Bank  was 
submitted  at  a  meeting  on  15th  inst.  It 
stated  that  361  acconnts  had  been  opened,  and 
that  the  amount  in  bank  at  the  close  of  the 
financial  year  (30th  November)  was  £1510 
3s  6d. 

January  27. — There  is  an  interesting  article,  en- 
titled "Scenes  on  the  Coasts  of  Sutherland 
and  Boss."  The  writer  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  departure  of  a  party 
of  emigrants  from  Helmsdale  at  the 
close  of  a  successful  fishing  season.  Half-a- 
dozen  Dutch  vessels  were  loading  at  the  quay. 
The  party  embarking  iu  the  emigrant  ship 
were  from  the  upland  parts  of  the  strath. 
Men,  women,  and  children  evinced  signs  of 
grief,  the  sorrow  of  the  women  being  loud 
and  open.  As  the  vessel  moved  away,  the 
pipes  played,  "We  return  no  more."  An  old 
man,  a  catechist,  accompanied  the  party  on 
board  the  vessel,  and  before  returning  to 
shore  he  poured  forth  a  long  and  pathetic 
Gaelic  prayer.  The  writer  joined  the  vessel, 
going  with  it  as  far  as  Tarbat  Ness.  The 
niglht  closed  in  dark  and  stormy,  and  the  ship 
had  to  lie  off  Tarbat  Point  until  day  broke. 
Most  of  the  passengers  had  hardly  ever  seen 
the  sea  before,  and  the  gale  terrified  them. 
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Suddenly,  as  if  by  common  consent,  they 
raised  a  Gaelic  psalm  tune,  which  mingled, 
with  wild  and  plaintive  effect,  with  the  aoar 
of  surf  and  wind.  The  writer  disembarked 
in  the  morning,  and  the  vessel  held  on  its 
way. 

Ibid. — One  of  the  difficulties  of  the  time  finds 
expression  in  a  note.  In  consequence  of  a 
storm,  parcels  of  newspaper  stamps  had  been 
detained  on  the  road.  "We  are  thus,"  says 
the  publisher,  "compelled  to  print  part  of  our 
impression  this  week  on  unstamped  paper; 
but  the  proper  affidavit  ajid  acknowledgment 
will,  of  course,  be  made  to  the  Stamp  Office." 

Ibid. — "On  Wednesday  last  a  duel  took  place  in 
Koss-shirei  bet-ween  Duncan  Davidson,  Esq. 
of  Tulloch,  and  Hugh  Ross,  Esq.  of  Cromarty 
and  Glastul'lich.  The  quarrel  originated  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  county  meeting,  held 
lately  at  Invergordon,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Prison  Board.  Mr  Davidson  was  Chairman 
of  the  meeting,  and  Mr  Ross  conceived  that 
he  interrupted  liim  improperly  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion.  Under  this  impression  he 
addressed  a  letter  to  Mr  Davidson  of  Tulloch, 
which  the  latter  felt  to  be  of  a  nature  that 
required  explanation  or  apology.  A  duel  was 
the  result.  The  parties  met  at  two  o'clock  oa 
Wednesday,  near  the  Kincraig  Road,  by  Bal- 
nagown  Castle.  Mr  Davidson  was  attended 
by  Lord  Macdonald.  and  Lieutenant  Grant, 
commanding  the  recruiting  party  in  Tain, 
acted  ;is  the  friend  of  Mr  Ross.  Dr  W.  B. 
Ross,  of  Tain,  was  on  the  ground  to  officiate 
if  medical  aid  was  required.  After  the  usual 
preliminaries,  Mr  Davidson  fired,  as  we  are 
informed,  'somewhat  in  the  direction'  of  his 
opponent,  and  Mr  Ross  discharged  his  pistol 
io  the  air.  The  seconds  now  interfered,  and 
the  principals  having  shaken  hand*,  left  tie 
ground."  Tulloch  afterwards  wrote  to  say 
that  the  meeting  took  place  not  because  Mr 
Ross  declined  to  apologise  to  him,  but  be- 
cause he  declined  to  apologise  to  Mr  Ross  for 
having  interrupted  him,  "as  he  [Mr  Ross]  con- 
ceived, in  an  abrupt  and  uncalled-for  manner." 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  discussion  at  the 
time  on  the  subject  of  duelling,  arising  from 
the  case  of  Lord  Cardigan  and  other  incidents. 
Ibid. — The  directors  of  the  Tain  Royal  Academy 
make  an  appeal  for  funds.  The  institution 
had  been  worked  on  rather  a  lavish  scale,  but 
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this  was  not  the  chief  cause  of  the  financial 
deficiency.  A  classical  master  who  had  proved 
inefficient  had  been  discharged.  He  carried 
the  case  t<>  the  law  courts,  ultimately  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  The  suit  went  against  him, 
but  the  cost  to  the  directors  was  about  £1000. 

February  3. — The  question  of  a  legal  assessment 
for  the  'poor  continued  to  agitate  the  com- 
munity. It  was  discussed  at  a  public  meet- 
ing, and  by  the  Town  Council,  heritors,  and 
kirk-session.  The  Town  Council,  by  a 
majority  of  twelve  to  four,  determined  against 
a.  legal  assessment ;  and  the  same  view  was 
taken  at  a  meeting  of  heritors  and1  kirk-session 
by  a  majority  of  56  to  36. 

Ibid. — An  account  is  given  of  the  induction  of 
Mr  Edwards  to  the  parish  of  Marnocn,  one  of 
the  historic  incidents  in  the  Church  contro- 
versy. 

February  10.— It  is  stated  that  an  English 
gentleman,  Mr  Bainbridge,  M.P.  for  Taunton, 
was  lessee  of  the  Glengarry  shootings  previous 
to  the  purchase  of  the  property  by  Lord 
Ward;  and,  annoyed  by  the  loss  of  game, 
this  gentleman  set  about  a  vigorous  system  of 
war  and  extermination  against  all  the  vermin 
intruders.  He  engaged  numerous  game- 
keepers, paying  them  liberally,  and  awarding 
prizes  to  those  who  should1  prove  most  suc- 
cessful. The  result  was  the  destruction, 
within  three  years,  of  above  four  thousand 
head  of  vermin,  and  a  proportional  increase 
in  the  stock  of  game.  A  full  list  of  the 
vermin  destroyed  at  Glengarry  from  Whitsun- 
day 1837  to  Whitsunday  1840,  is  subjoined, 
and  may  be  quoted  here  as  still  interesting:  — 


11  Foxes. 
198  Wild  cats. 
246  Marten  cats. 
106  Pole  cats. 
301  Stotg  and  weasels. 
67  Badgers. 
48  Otters. 
78  House      cats,       going 

wild. 

27  White-t.iled  sea  eagles 
15  Golden  eagles. 
18  Osprey  or  fishing  eagles 
98  Blue   hawks  or   pere- 
grine falcons. 
7  Orange-legs'  d  falcons. 
11  Hobby  hawks. 
275  Kites,     commonly 
called  salmon-tailed 
pledes. 

5Marsri    harriers  or 
yellow-leggtd  hawks. 


63  Gos  hawks, 
285  Common  buzzards. 
371  Rough-legged  buz- 
zards. 

3  lyirg  buzzards. 
462  Kes'rel  or  red  hawks, 
78  Martin  hawks. 
83  Hen  barriers  or  ring- 
tailed  hawks. 
6Ger      falcon     toe- 
feathered  hawks. 
9  Ash-coJoured     hawks, 
or  lone  blue-tailed  do. 
1431  Hi  odea     or      carrion 

crows 

475  Raven?. 
35  Horned  owls. 
71  Common  fern  owls. 
3  Golden  owla 
8  Magpipes, 
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Ibid.— A  man  named  Cameron,  accused!  of 
murdering  his  father-in-law  at  Ballintomb, 
had  been  apprehended  after  hiding  for  months 
in  the  district. — A  man  from  Lochaber,  con- 
victed of  rape,  had  been  sentenced  to  death. 
The  execution  was  to  have  taken  place  at  In- 
verness, but  the  sentence  was  commuted  to 
transportation  for  life. 

Ibid. — A  note  in  this  issue  says  that  "the  excite- 
ment in  this  town  on  the  subject  of  the  poor 
laws  surpasses  anything  of  the  kind  witnessed 
here  since  the  passing  of  the  Reform  Bill." 
The  meetings  on  the  subject  are  reported  at 
length.  We  have  mentioned  the  result  above. 

February  17. — The  expediency  of  a  general  and 
extensive  system  of  emigration  to  relieve  the 
destitute  poor  of  the  Highlands  was  brought 
before  Parliament  by  Mr  Henry  Baillie,  M.P. 
for  Inverness-shire.  In  moving  for  a  commit- 
tee of  inquiry,  Mr  Baillie  stated  that  owing  to 
the  depression  of  the  kelp  trade  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  on  salt,  sulphur,  and1  bar- 
illa, many  of  the  Highland  estates  were 
ruined,  and  the  tenants  and  occupiers  deprived 
of  the  means  of  living.  He  reckoned  that 
there  were  40,000  persons  standing  in  need 
of  assistance,  and  that  the  expense  of  removal 
to  Canada  would  be  £3  each,  consequently  a 
grant  of  £120,000  would  be  required.  The 
leaders  of  the  House  and  the  Opposition  (Lord 
John  Russell  and  Sir  Robert  Peel)  held  out  no 
hope  of  a  money  grant,  and  the  motion  was 
confined  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
inquiry,  which  was  granted. 

Ibid. — An  account  is  given  of  the  surrender  of 
Dost  Mahomed  to  our  forces  from  India. 
Captain  Fraser,  2nd  Bengal  Cavalry,  a  brother 
of  Mr  Fraser  of  Cukhithel,  distinguished  him- 
self in  the  operations. 

February  24. — A  paragraph  mentions  that  a 
great  evil  in  the  emigration  from  the  High- 
lands to  Australia  was  that  only  young  and 
able-bodied  persons  were  conveyed  free.  The 
consequence  was  that  poor,  helpless  females 
— sisters,  grandmothers,  &c. — were  thrown 
upon  the  parish,  funds,  and  the  emigration,  in- 
stead of  lessening,  increased  the  misery  of 
many  districts  in  the  Highlands. 

Ibid. — Some  reference  hadi  been  made  by  a  con- 
temporary to  the  relative  numbers  of  strangers 
and  natives  employed  in  the  construction  of 
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the  Caledonian  Canal  while  that  great  work 
was  in  progress.  "  It  is  a  common  error," 
says  the  editor,  "  that  the  Highlanders  were 
found  such  bad  labourers  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  engage  Irishmen,  by  wlhem  it  is  said 
the  greater  part  of  the  excavations  and  other 
works  were  made.  We  have  now  before  us  a 
detailed  account  of  the  number  and1  proportion 
of  labourers  employed  on  the  canal,  from  which 
it  appears  that  not  above  1  in  60  of  the  whole 
were  other  than  natives  of  the  Highlands." 
This  statement  is  supported  by  detailed 
figures.  The  writer  adds  that  the  masons 
were  chiefly  from  Morayshire,  and  the  black- 
smiths and  carpenters  principally  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Inverness,  with  a  few  from 
England  and1  Wales. 

Ibid.— The  trial  of  Lord  Cardigan  on  a  charge 
of  felony  for  having  shot  at  Captain  Tuckett, 
in  a,  duel,  "with  intent  to  commit  murder," 
took  place  before  the  House  of  Lords. 
Counsel  for  the  defence  took  the  technical 
plea  that  Captain  Tuckett's  name  was  not 
properly  given  in  the  indictment.  The  House 
sustained  this  objection,  and  Lord  Cardigan 
was  acquitted.  The  trial,  however,  put  an 
end  to  duelling  in  this  country. 

March  3. — The  Government  submitted  an  Irish 
Registration  Bill,  which  was  intended  to  settle 
a  difficult  question  raised  the  previous  session 
by  Lord  Stanley,  andi  again  revived  by  him. 
On  the  second  reading  Ministers  had  a  ma- 
jority of  5  votes — 301  to  296.  This  saved  the 
position  for  the  moment,  but  it  was  felt  that 
the  Government  could  not  carry  their  bill, 
and  that  a  crisis  which  had  been  long 
postponed  was  close  at  hand. 

March  10. — Provost  Nicol  submitted  to  the  In- 
verness Town  Council  a  proposal  to  memori- 
alise the  Treasury  on  behalf  of  a  survey  for 
a  railway  to  come  to  Inverness  by  the  coast 
route.  The  memorial  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved of. 

Ibid. — The  Parliamentary  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  population 
of  the  Highlands  had  commenced  its  sittings. 
The  remit  from  the  House  was  to  "inquire 
into  the  practicability  of  affording  relief  by 
means  of  emigration."  This,  the  editor 
thought,  was  too  restricted.  The  inquiry 
should  have  embraced  not  only  the  subject  of 

38 


298  Inverness  Conner  Index.  [1841 

emigration,  but  the  improvement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  who  were  to  remain  at 
home. 

March  17. — "In  the  River  Glass,  near  Kil- 
morack,  is  a  small  picturesque  island,  on  which 
Lord  Lovat  has  erected  a  handsome  honse, 
the  residence  of  two  gentlemen,  descendants 
of  Prince  Chailes  Edward  Stuart,  who  wear 
the  Highland  dress,  and  are  animated  with 
true  Celtic  enthusiasm.  Their  collection  of 
Highland  antiquities  rivals  that  of  Captain 
Grose,  so  humorously  described  by  Burns,  and 

adds  not  a  little  to  the  interest  with  which 
their  solitary  mansion,  with  its  rustic  bridge 
and  foaming  waterfall,  is  viewed  in  the  midst 
of  scenery  the  most  splendid  for  variety,  rich- 
ness, and  magnificence."  This  notice  intro- 
duces the  Sobieski  Stuarts,  whose  claim  to  be 
descended  from  Prince  Charlie  was  exploded 
by  subsequent  investigation.  A  mystery, 
however,  still  hangs  over  their  descent  and 
career.  The  article  gives  a  description  of 
Kilean  Aigas. 

Ibid. — "The  town  of  Wick  is  now  lighted  with 
gas — an  invention  which  extends  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  kingdom  to  the  other." 

Ibid. — An  account  is  given  of  i  evaluations  and 
improvements  made  on  the  farms  of  Easter 
and  Wester  Comtown,  Ross-shire,  by  Mi- 
James  Ure.  Mr  Ure  entered  on  Easter  Corn- 
town  iii  1829,  and  added  Wester  Cbrntown  in 
1835.  In  trenching,  draining,  erecting  farm 
offices,  building  dykes,  planting  hedges,  and 
bringing  in  waste  land,  he  spent  on  the  first 
farm  £2610,  and  on  the  second  (where  farm 
offices  were  not  required),  £906.  Details  of 
the  expense  are  given  a.nd  of  the  improvements 
effected,. 

March  31.-  Lord  Lovat  had  leased  to  ;rn  English 
gentleman,  Mr  Thomas  Dodd,  a  lead  mine 
lately  opened  in  Strathglass.  The  object  of 
Mr  Dodd  was  to  form  a  company  for  working 
the  mine,  by  raising  a  capital  of  £4000  in 
shares  of  £4  each. 

Ibia. — A  well-built  barque  of  80  tons  was 
launched  from  a  building-yard  at  Jemimaville, 
on  Major  Mtinro's  estate  of  Poyntzfieldi.  The 
vessel  was  built  of  wood  grown  on  Poyntz- 
field  estate. 

April    7. — A    f.-tnoy    dress    ball,     held     in    the 
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Northern  Meeting  Rooms  in  connection  with 
the  Harriers  Hunt  Chtb,  appears  to  have 
excited  great  local  interest.  The  rooms  were 
gaily  decorated  with  tartans,  evergreens,  and 
arms.  "On  the  floor  might  be  seen  the 
costumes  of  various  countries — the  Chinese 
niaiiil.irin.  Albanian  chief,  nobles  and  cour- 
tiers of  the.  olden  time,  Highland  chiefs. 
officers,  jockeys,  and  sailors — while  grace  and 
beauty  were  imparted  to  tlie  scene  by  ladies 
•u  rich  and  showy  dresses,  from  the  style  of 
die  Princess  to  that  of  the  German  peasant 
and  Swiss  flower-girl."  The  dress  of  Miss 
Campbell,  Kilravock  Castle,  was  acknowledged 
to  be  the  finest.  "It  was  worn  by  u  roval 
daughter  of  France  in  the  thirteenth  century." 
Mr  Hay  Mackenzie  of  Cromarty  appeared  in 
it  costume  which  'had  been  actually  worn  by 
an  Albanian  chief. 

April  14.— The  Presbytery  of  Inverness  had  a 
long  discussion  on  the  subject  of  Church 
patronage.  Rev.  Mr  Clark,  Inverness,  moved 
in  favour  of  a'bolition  ;  Rev.  Dr  Rose  moved 
against  taking  any  steps  on  the  subject,  in 
the  end,  by  a  majority  of  four  votes,  the 
Presbytery  resolved  to  adjourn  the  dis- 
cussion. 

April  27.— An  emigrant  ship,  the  Pacific,  sailed 
from  Scrabster  Roads  the  previous  week  for 
Quebec.  No  fewer  than  190  passengers  were 
on  board,  the  great  majority  from  the  parish 
of  Reay. 

Ibid. — A  vessel  which  was  named  the  Rose- 
haugh  was  launched  at  Avoch  on  the  6th  inst. 
It  was  built  by  a  firm  named  Davidson,  chieflv 
from  wood  -on  the  Rosehaugh  estate.  Lady 
Ann  Mackenzie  performed  the  ceremony  of 
christening. 

Ibid. — A  ma.ii  named  Peter  Cameron  was  tried 
at  the  Circuit  Court  at  Inverness  for  the 
murder  of  hisi  father-in-law  at  TJalintomb, 
Knockando.  The  jury  brought  in  a  verdict 
of  culpable  homicide,  apparently  on  tin- 
ground  that,  though  the  attack  was  deliber- 
ate, the  man  only  meant  to  inflict  injury,  so 
as  to  put  a  stop  to  his  father-in-law's  second 
marriage,  but  not  to  kill.  Witnesses  also 
stated  that  Cameron  "had  not  the  common 
judgment  of  other  men."  He  was  sentenced 
to  transportation  for  life.  Prisoners  were  in 
those  days  carried  from  one  place  to  another 
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by  the  ordinary  coach,  which  exposed  them 
to  a  great  deal  of  public  curiosity.  Cameron 
had  been  brought  from  Elgin  by  the  Star 
Coach,  and  his  arrival  was  witnessed  by  "a 
dense  and!  violent  multitude." 

April  28. — John  Shanks,  the  beadle  or  cicerone 
of  Elgin  Cathedral,  died  on  the  14th  inst.  in 
the  eighty-third  year  of  his  age.  "His  un- 
wearied enthusiasm  in  clearing  away  the  rub- 
bish which  encumbered  the  area  of  the 
Cathedral  and  obscured  its  architectural 
beauties,  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that 
he  removed,  with  his  pick-axe  and  shovel, 
2866  barrowfuls  of  earth,  besides  disclosing  a 
flight  of  steps  that  led  to  the  grand  gateway 
of  the  edifice.  Tombs  and  figures,  which  had 
long  lain  hid  in  obscurity,  were  unearthed 
and  every  monumental  fragment  of  saints  and 
holy  men  was  carefully  preserved,  and  placed 
in  .some  appropriate  situation.  ...  So 
faithfully  did  he  discharge  his  duty  as  keeper 
of  the  ruins,  that  little  now  remains  but  to 
preserve  what  he  accomplished." 

Ibid. — Extracts  are  given  in  this  and  other 
issues  from  evidence  led  before  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  on  the  subject  of  High- 
landi  emigration.  An  opinion  of  some  interest 
was  given  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Macpherson, 
one  of  the  ministers  of  Inverness.  He  attri- 
buted the  destitution  on  the  West  Coast  to 
the  injudicious  means  taken  to  prevent  emi- 
gration thirty  or  thirty-five  years  before.  In 
consequence  of  the  good  accounts  sent  home 
from  America  by  small  bodies  of  people  who 
had  emigrated  previously,  there  was  a  very 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Western 
Highlanders  to  try  their  fortune  also  in 
America.  The  landlords,  however,  were 
alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  the  people  going 
away,  and!  the  factor  for  Clanranald  wrote  a 
book  "deprecating  emigration  as  the  greatest 
curse  that  could  befall  a  country."  The  pre- 
valence of  these  opinions  is  borne  out  by  the 
files  of  early  newspapers. 

May  5. — The  Government  was  twice  defeated  in 
Committee  on  the  Irisli  Registration  Bill,  and 
abandoned  the  measure. 

Ibid. — The  line  of  road  from  Castle  St/uart  to 
the  boundary  of  Nairnshire  was  in  progress, 
and  was  expected  to  be  finished!  by  Septem- 
ber, The  report  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
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mission  for  Highland  Roads  and  Bridges  for 
1840  had  been  issued.  It  appears  from  it 
that,  owing  to  the  severe  snow-storm  of  that 
year,  the  Highland  road  was  impassable  for 
the  mail  coach  for  six  weeks.  It  was  not 
without  difficulty  that  a  horse-track,  through 
the  deep  and  extensive  snow-wreaths,  was 
kept  open. 

Ibid. — At  ;i  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Moray,  a 
discussion  took  place  on  the  question  whether 
the  seve  .  suspended  ministers  of  Stratlibogie 
should  be  enrolled  In  the  end  a  motion  of 
Rev.  Mr  Clark,  Inverness,  for  the  exclusion 
of  the  seven  members,  was  earned  by  31  votes 
to  8.  In  the  course  of  some  discussion  on  dis- 
sent, Dr  Rose,  Drainie,  made  the  following 
declaration  :  — "  He  had  no  fear  of  dissenters. 
Dissent  was  the  safety  valve  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church.  If  there  were  not  a  powerful 
body  of  dissenters,  the  ministers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Established  Church  would  become 
indolent;  and  on  the  other  hand,  were  it  not 
for  the  Established  Church,  dissenters  would 
run  into  wild  fanaticism.  They  were  of 
mutual  benefit  to  each*  other." 

Ibid. — The  marriage  of  Lordl  Brace,  eldest  son 
of  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  with  Miss  Cummin;; 
Bruce,  only  daughter  of  Major  dimming 
Bruce  of  Dunphu.il  and  Kinnaird,  came  off  on 
the  22nd  oilt.  The  rejoicings  on  the  occasion 
are  reported. 

Ibid.— Through  the  efforts  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  the  town  of  Fochabers  succeeded 
in  establishing  its  claim  to  a  bequest  of  over 
£20,000  left  in  America  by  Mr  Alexander 
Milne.  The  inferior  Courts  had  decided  that 
parties  in  Scotland  could  not  succeed  to 
legacies  left,  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  were  in  this  instance  bequeathed,  by  a 
citizen  of  the  State  of  Louisiana.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond,  however,  persisted  in  carrying 
the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which  decided 
in  favour  of  Fochabers  and  of  other  legatees 
mentioned  in  the  will. 

May  19.— The  "Port  Philip  Gazette,"  of  date 
2nd  December  1840,  had  come  to  the  office, 
containing  an  account,  four  columns  in  length, 
of  a  fete  to  which  Macdonell  of  Glengarry  was 
entertained  at  Port  Philip  on  St  Andrew's 
Day.  The  chief,  with  his  family,  had  arrived 
in  good  health  at  "that  distant  settlement.1' 
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Tlie  names  at  the  dinner  were  nil  Scottish, 
and  grace  was  said  in  Gaelic. 

May  26. — The  great  debate  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  sugar  duties  lasted  for  eight 
days.  lu  the  division  tliere  was  a  majority 
of  36  against  the  Government — 317  to  281. 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  in  a  speech  of  two  hours, 
pledged  himself  only  to  one  point — the  re- 
sistance to  ;i  fixed'  duty  on  corn. 

Ibid. — On  the  previous  Monday  two  new  coaches 
were  placed  on  the  road  between  Perth  and 
Inverness.  The  rivals  were  "The  Princess 
Royal"  and  "The  Duke  of  Wellington,"  and 
botJh  were  driven  for  the  day  by  amateur 
drivers,  one  by  Mr  Davidson  of  Tulloch  and 
tlie  other  by  Mr  Ramsay  of  Barnton.  Mon- 
day being  the  24th,  was  the  Queen's  birthday, 
and  there  was  bell-ringing  and  a  half-holiday. 
"In  the  evening  the  Aberdeen  mail  arrived, 
splendidly  decorated  with  flowers,  ever- 
greens, and  flags,  the  coach  drawn  by  six 
horses,  with  a  postillion  in  full  dress,  the 
guard  in  his  new  scarlet-  coat,  and  the  bugle 
sounding  a.  merry  and  joyous  strain.  When 
the  coach  stopped  at  the  Union  Hotel,  some 
hundreds  greeted  its  arrival'  with  acclama- 
tions. The  new  rival  couches  betwixt  Perth 
and  Inverness  made  their  debut  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  we  question  if  the  Highland  road 
ever  before  witnessed  such  feats  of  horseman- 
ship. Both  seem  to  have  run  at  the  rate  of 
about  twelve  miles  an  hour.  The  'Princess 
Royal,'  dlriveii  (for  that  day  only)  by  Mr 
Davidson  of  Tulloch,  left  Perth  at  half-past 
five  o'clock  a.m.,  and  was  rattling  through  onr 
streets  at  ten  minutes  before  four.  The  'Duke 
of  Wellington'  (driven  by  another  amateur. 
Mr  Ramsay  of  Barnton)  started  from  Perth 
at  sis  o'clock  the  same  morning,  and  reached 
Inverness  at  five  minutes  past  four.  In  the 
evening  the  friends  of  bot'h  establishments 
met  in  the  Caledonian  and  Union  Hotels,  and 
respectively  quaffed  a  bumper  to  their  Queen 
and  their  coach  !  Mr  Ramsay  of  Barnton  per- 
formed a  very  generous  action.  After  express- 
ing his  interest  in  the  'Duke'  and  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Caledonian  Hotel,  he  presented  Mr 
Grant  with  a  team  of  four  horses,  with  har- 
ness, all  in  prime  condition,  and  ready  for  the 
field." 

June  2.— -The  General  Assembly  was  fully  occu- 
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pied  with  the  Church  question.  The  motion 
of  Dr  Chalmers  for  the  deposition  of  the  seven 
Strathbogie  ministers  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  97.  Two  uon-intrusionists,  Mr 
Brown,  of  Dunfermline,  and  Mr  Clark,  Inver- 
ness, disapproved  of  the  motion.  The  latter 
was  in  favour  of  suspension  sine  die-  Ml' 
Edwards,  the  presentee  to  Marnoch,  was  de- 
prived of  his  licence.  The  Daviot  case  was 
also  before  the  House,  and  the  Presbytery  of 
Inverness  was  instructed  to  reject  the  presen- 
tee. 

Ibid. — On  the  previous  Friday,  as  some  men 
were  engaged  in  the  drainage  of  part  <if  Loch- 
Farraline.  they  came  upon  a.  quantity  of  old 
tire-arms — a.  brass  blunderbuss  in  excellent 
preservation,  about  twelve  muskets,  the 
scabbard  of  a.  swoid.  and  other  articles.  There 
was  a  tradition  in  the  district  that  a  quantity 
of  arms  had  been  thrown  into  the  la.ke  in  con- 
nection with  the  ri-ing  of  '45.  probably  after 
Culloden.  In  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  spot  is  the  house  of  Gcrtuleg,  where 
Prince  Charlie  made  his  first  'halt  after  the 
battle. 

June  9. — The  motion  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  d<' 
claring  K.  want  of  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, was  rarrU'd  on  the  3rd  inst.  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one — the  numbers  beiiiL'  312  to  311. 

•lime  16. — The  second  report  oi  the  Committee 
on  Highland  emigration  was  published.  Tho 
Committee  found  that  an  excess  of  population 
existed  on  the  Western  Coast  of  the  counties 
of  Argyll,  Inverness,  and  Ross,  and  in  the 
islands;  "and  this  excess  of  population,  who 
•re  for  the  most  part,  for  a  period  of  every 
year,  in  a,  state  of  great  destitution,  -was 
variously  calculated  at  from  45,000  to  80,000 
souls."  Further,  the  Committee  were  in- 
formed "that  the  famine  and  destitution  in  the 
years  1836  and  1837  was  so  extensive  that 
many  thousands  would  have  died  of  starvation 
had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  which  they 
received  from  Government  and  the  public ; 
t'hat  the  sum  of  £70,000  wa*  collected,  and 
distributed  at  that  period  in  the  shape  of  food 
and  clothing,  and  all  the  witnesses  were  of 
opinion  that  this  district  of  the  country  was 
liable  to  similar  visitations  in  succeeding 
years."  The  Committee  had  already  reported 
that  a  well-arranged  system  of  emigration  was 


304  Inverness  Courier  Index.  [1841 

of  primary  importance ;  and  they  now  added 
that  it  seemed  to  them  impossible  to  carry  out 
such  a,  system,  on  so  extensive  a  scale  as 
would  be  necessary,  without  aid  and  assistance 
from  Government,  accompanied  by  such  re- 
gulations as  Parliament  might  impose  to  pre- 
vent a  recurrence  of  similar  evils. 

Ibid. — A  meeting  was  (held  in  the  Inverness 
Burgh  Court-House  to  express  sympathy  with 
the  seven  Strathbogie  ministers,  and  disap- 
probation of  the  course  adopted  by  the  General 
Assembly.  "Though  not  numerous,  the  meet- 
ing was  highly  respectable,  and'  all  appeared 
x.i'iilous  in  the  cause."  Provost  Nicol  was  in 
the  chair.  The  meeting  caused  some  local  con- 
troversy. 

Ibid. — It  was  now  known  that  a  dissolution  of 
Parliament  was  in  prospect,  and  political1  ad- 
<Irt:sscs  began  to  iippear.  In  several  northern 
constituencies  it  was  understood  tJhat  there  was 
to  be  no  contest. 

Ibid. — Sir  Francis  Mackenzie  of  Gairloch  had 
succeeded  in  hatching  salmon  fry,  with  which 
he  intended'  to  stock  the  river  Ewe.  The  ex- 
periment was  regarded  as  specially  interesting, 
as  the  possibility  of  propagating  salmon  had 
been  denied. 

June  23. — Highlanders  in  London  were  greatly 
interested  in  a  shinty  match  organised  by  the 
committee  of  a  body  which  called  itself  "  The 
Society  of  True  Highlanders."  The  match 
took  place  in  Copenhagen  Fiekte,  "an  extent 
of  rich  meadow  land  lying  on  the  outskirts  of 
Islington."  There  was  much  enthusiasm  and 
keenly  contested  games.  It  is  said  that  before 
tbe  gathering  half  the  glens  of  Lochaber  had 
been  ransacked  for  shinty  clubs.  In  the  even- 
ing there  was  a  diuoier,  at  which  Mr  Forbes 
Macneil  presided,  and  many  northern  gentle- 
men were  present.  The  Chairman  was  sup- 
ported on  the  right  by  Commodore  Sir  Charles 
Napier,  who  was  fresh  from  the  laurels  he 
had  won  on  the  Syrian  Coast  in  the  war  with 
Mehemet  Ali. 

Ibid. — On  the  previous  Thursday  morning  the 
North  Star  steamer,  on  its  passage  from 
London  to  Inverness,  struck  on  a  rock  near 
•Johnshaven.  The  hour  was  about  half-past 
one,  and  there  was  a  very  thick  fog.  About 
seventy  passengers  were  on  board  in  their 
sleeping  berths.  They  were  all  got  safely 
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ashore  in  boats.  The  greater  part  of  the. 
cargo  was  much  damaged.  The  vessel  was 
twenty-five  miles  out  of  her  course. 

[bid. — The  census  was  taken  this  year.  The 
population  of  the  parish  and  burgh  of  Inver- 
ness was  15,308.  ;m  increase  of  984  in  ten 
years.  Within  the  royalty  the  population 
was  9057,  a,nd  within  the  Parliamentary  burgh 
11.575. 

Ibid. — The  Castle  Commissioners  had  resolved 
to  enclose  and  <lress  up  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  Castle  Hill,  which  had  been  for  some 
years  in  a  most  unsightly  and  irregular  con- 
dition.— A  prospectus  was  issued  for  provid- 
ing new  public  markets  for  Inverness  by 
means  of  a  joint-stock  company.  The  site 
fixed  upon  was  the  space  behind1  St  John's 
Episcopal  Church. 

June  30. — There  is  an  account  of  the  public 
dinner  given  to  Charles  Dickens  in  Edinburgh. 
The  entertainment,  came  off  in  the  Waterloo 
Rooms,  tickets  a  guinea  each.  The  place  was 
seated  for  250,  and  there  was  double  the  num- 
ber of  applications.  When  Dickens  rose  to 
reply  he  is  described  as  making  rather  a 
singular  appearance.  ''It  was  a.  mixture  of 
pride  struggling  with  basiifulness,  effeminacy 
with  natural,  manly  feelii/g.  dandyism  with 
simplicity.  He  is  veiy  young  looking,  of  a 
slender  frame,  and  his  pale,  oval  face  is  en- 
cased! in  a  mass  of  dark-brown  hair,  worn  in 
tha  most  approved  dandy  style.  a«  if  his 
features  were  set  in  a  frame.  ITis  style  of 
speaking  was  Cockneyish,  quick,  and  unora- 
torical,  but  liis  Language  fresh  and  sparkling." 

Ibid. — The  day  after  the  Dickens  banquet,  Mac- 
aulay  addressed  the  electors  of  Edinburgh  in 
the  same  place.  The  correspondent  writes — 
"  In  the  general  press  and  squeeze  I  got 
jammed  in  by  the  side  of  Professor  Wilson, 
w*bo,  albeit  no  Whig,  was  drawn  by  admira- 
tion of  talent  to  the  meeting.  He  listened 
with  great  attention,  without  joining  in  the 
cheers  or  hisses,  but  I  noticed  that,  when  the 
Chairman  called  for  a  show  of  hands,  as  to  Mr 
Macanltiy  being  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  re- 
present the  city,  the  'old  man  eloquent'  raised 
his  manly  arm  in  testimony  of  his  acquiescence. 
Mr  Macaulay  is  a  plain,  decent-looking,  stout, 
little  man.  something  like  a  respectable  shop- 
keeper, with  a  strong  dash  of  the  West  High. 

39 
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lander  in  his  swarthy  countenance,  while  his 
staid  expression,  andl  short  hair,  combed 
back,  gave  him  a  sort  of  puritanical  appear- 
ance. His  voice  is  clear  and  his  manner  firm 
and  determined." 

Ibid. — On  the  22nd  inst.  a  vessel,  the  Araie  of 
Belletport,  was  launched  at  Belleport.  "Up- 
wards of  sixty  years  have  now  passed  away 
since  that  most  patriotic  countryman,  and 
gallant  old  soldier,  the  late  Sir  Hector  Munro, 
planted  the  woods  which  now  clothe  the 
romantic  heights  that  form  the  back-ground 
of  the  demesne  of  Novar.  It  is  from  these 
woods  the  materials  of  the  Anne  have  been 
selected.  She  is  about  120  tons  register,  and 
is  the  property  of  Captain  Hall,  by  whom 
she  was  built.  That  spirited  individual1  has 
already  built  several  other  vessels  at  Belle- 
port,  some  of  them  of  much  larger  dimensions 
than  the  Anne." 

July  7. — The  General  Election  was  now  going 
on.  For  the  Inverness  Burghs  Mr  Morrison 
was  returned  without  a  contest.  He  was 
nominated  on  the  hustings  by  Provost  Nicol, 
and  seconded  by  Mr  James  Smith,  architect. 
For  the  county  Mr  Henry  J.  Baillie  was  also 
returned  unopposed.  He  was  nominated  by 
Mr  Mackintosh  of  Geddes,  and  seconded  by 
Captain  Macpherson,  Biallid.  In  the  Elgin 
Burghs  there  was  a  contest  between  Sir 
Andrew  Leith  Hay,  Liberal,  and  Mr  Duff, 
Conservative.  The  Liberal  was  returned  by  a 
majority  of  14  votes  (311  to  297.)  An  incident 
of  the  election  was  the  presence  of  a  Chartist 
orator,  who  had  a  platform  to  himself,  and  de- 
livered a  long  tirade  against  both  Whigs  and 
Tories. 

Ibid. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  In- 
verness, the  sentence  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  the  Daviot  case  was  submitted,  rejecting 
the  presentee,  Mr  Simon  Mackintosh,  and 
directing  this  to  be  intimated  to  the  patron 
(the  Crown.)  The  Presbytery  resolved  to 
comply  with  the  injunction.  Rev.  Dr  Rose, 
Inverness,  moved,  and  Rev.  Mr  Fraser,  Dores, 
seconded,  a  motion  declaring  that  "in  making 
this  intimation  to  the  Crown,  in  obedience  to 
the  General  Assembly,  the  Presbytery  state 
that  they  are  perfectly  aware  that  they  are 
in  violation  of  statute  law  as  declared  by  the 
Court  of  Session  and  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
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that  if  the  patron  or  presentee  may  choose 
in  this  case  to  assert  their  undoubted  rights, 
the  Presbytery  will  have  the  alternative  of 
being  deposed  or  subjected  to  an  action  of 
damages  and  imprisonment.  The  Presbytery 
therefore  respectfully  but  earnestly  submit  to 
the  Crown,  and  through  it  to  the  Legislature, 
whether  this  be  a  situation  in  which  any  loyal 
and  obedient  subject  should  be  placed  or  suf- 
fered to  remain  for  a  single  day."  It  was 
moved  by  Rev.  Mr  Fraser,  Kirkhill,  and 
seconded  by  Rev.  Mr  Sutherland,  that  this 
statement  be  not  transmitted.  The  motion 
not  to  transmit  was  carried  by  five  votes  to 
four. 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  on  the  5th  inst.  a  pen- 
sioner named  Donald  Ross  died  at  Culrain, 
in  the  parish  of  Kincardine,  Ross-shire,  in  the 
107th  year  of  his  age.  "This  hoary  veteran 
formed  a  connecting  link  betwixt  this  and  a 
period  now  scarcely  recollected  but  as  a  mat- 
ter of  history.  He  entered  the  British  army 
as  a  private,  in  the  21st  or  Royal  North 
British  Regiment  of  Fusiliers,  during  the 
reign  of  George  the  Second,  and  having  re- 
ceived tv  wound  was  discharged,  in  the  rank 
of  corporal,  in  the  year  1786,  with  a,  pension 
of  Is  Ijd  per  diem,  which  he  enjoyed  for  the 
space  of  fifty-five  years,  having  thus  received 
altogether  about  £1200.  His  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  [one  who  was  the]  the  town 
drummer  of  Tain,  about  a  century  ago,  and 
still  survives,  an  aged  woman  of  about 
eighty." 

Ibid. — Mr  James  Smith.  A.M.,  schoolmaster  at 
Ardersier.  died  on  the  13th  ult.  He  was  a 
teacher  for  65  years,  and  was  distinguished 
by  his  classical  attainments  and  success  in  his 
work. — The  death  is  also  announced  of  the 
Rev.  James  Mein,  pastor  of  the  United  Se- 
cession Church  at  Nairn. 

July  14. — There  was  a  contest  in  the  counties 
of  Elgin  and  Nairn  between  Major  Gumming 
Bruce,  Conservative,  and  General  Duff,  Liberal. 
Major  Gumming  Bruce  was  elected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  199.  The  contest  in  the  Northern 
Burghs  was  between  Mr  James  Loch,  Liberal, 
and  Mr  Dempster  of  Skibo,  Conservative,  and 
Mr  Loch  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  81. 
The  following  candidates  were  elected  without 
opposition: — Mr  Mackenzie  of  Applerross  for 
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Koss-shire  (Conservative) ;  Mr  Dundas  for 
Sutherland  (Liberal) ;  and  Mr  Traill  for  Caith- 
ness (Liberal). 

Ibid.— Two  meetings  were  held  in  Inverness  on 
the  Church  question.  One  was  a  county  meet- 
ing, which,  by  a  ni.-ijoiity  of  29  to  11,  ex- 
pressed sympathy  with  the  Strathbogie  mini- 
sters, and  condemned  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Assembly.  The  other  was  a  public 
meeting  held  in  the  East  Church,  which 
adopted  n  series  of  resolutions  approving  of 
the  action  of  the  Assembly  in  maintaining  the 
principles  of  non-intrusion  and  spiritual  in- 
dependence. 

Ibid. — The  Inverness  Sheep  aaid  Wool  Fair  was 
hckl  the  previous  week.  A  murrain  prevailed 
among  (lie  flocks  in  the  South,  ;ind  the  market 
was  anticipate!  with  some  apprehension.  The 
results,  however,  proved  satisfactory,  though 
some  large  lots  remained  unsold.  Prices  were 
quoted  as  follows: — Cheviot  wedders,  23s  to 
30s :  ewes.  13s  to  22s ;  lambs,  8s  to  12s ; 
lilackfaced  wedders,  16s  to  22s;  ewes,  9s  to 
lls  ;  lambs,  6s  to  8s.  Cheviot  wool,  15s  to 
16s  9d  pet-  stone;  hluckftited  do..  6s  to  7s  6d. 

July  21.—  The  Right  Hon.  .1.  A.  Stewart  Mac- 
kenzie of  Seafortli  bad  been  obliged,  on 
account  of  liis  health,  to  retire  from  the  office 
of  Governor  of  Ceylon.  Before  his  departure 
from  the  Colony  he  was  entertained  to  a  public 
dinner  at  Colombo,  at  which  his  services  were 
warmly  commended. 

July  28.— The  General  Election  was  now  over, 
and  the  Conservative  majority  in  England  far 
exceeded  expectations.  In  Scotland,  however, 
the  Liberals  had  still  the  'preponderance,  31 
to  22.  There  had  been  gains  and  losses  on 
this  side  the  Tweed,  the  net  Conservative  gain 
being  three. 

Ibid. — The  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Caledonian  Canal  stated  that  they  had  been 
unable  to  effect  a  transfer  <sa  the  terms  sug- 
gested by  the  Select  Committee.  The  winter 
of  1840-1  ha4  been  one  of  great  severity  and 
unusual  fluctuation.  "In  the  early  part  of  De- 
cember excessive  rains  prevailed,  and  Loch- 
Lochy  rose  for  a  short  time  above  the  mark 
which  admits  a  passage  at  the  Gairlochy  lock, 
a  state  of  circumstances  always  giving  cause 
for  much  anxiety.  Intense  froits  succeeded, 
which  interrupted  the  unvigation  for  about  a 
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week  at  the  end  of  the  month,  and  again  from 
She  6th  to  the  30th  of  January.1' 
Ibid.— A  public  dinner  was  given  at  Forres  to 
the  defeated  Liberal  candidate.  General  Sir 
Alexander  Duff.  A  similar  compliment  was 
paid  at  Dingwall  to  the  member  for  the 
Northern  Burghs,  Mr  Loch. 

August  4. — A  great  improvement  was  this  year 
effected  in  Damawfty  forest,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  river  Findhorn.  About  seventeen 
miles  of  walks  had  been  constructed  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Hon.  J.  Stuart. 
One  series  of  these  walks  led  to  the  heronry. 
The  nests  of  the  herons  were  built  on  the 
branches  of  some  old  oak  trees,  overhanging 
the  stream.  "As  many  as  forty  nests  are  on 
one  tree,  and  there  are  from  two  to  three 
hundred  birds.  The  number  of  herons  is  on 
the  increase,  probably  because  the  noble  pro- 
prietor is  anxious  to  protect  the  once  royal 
birds,  and  because  the  river  and  adjoining 
tirth  afford  abundance  of  small  trout  and  fry 
on  which  they  feed.  On  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Findhorn  is  a  steep,  precipitous  bank  of 
light  sandstone,  with  numerous  holes  and 
fissures,  in  which  seme  scores  of  jackdaws 
have  taken  up  their  abode.  These  light  in- 
fantry sometimes  make  war  on  the  stately 
ranks  of  the  herons,  occasioning  a  din  and 
turmoil  that  resound  thioii'.'h  the  forest  like 
a  war  of  artillery,  and  we  suppose  they  sonic- 
times  find  their  way  into  the  capacious  tree- 
rocked  nests  and  steal  the  eggs."  The 
heionry  does  not  now  survive,  the  herons  about 
forty  years  ago  having  deserted  the  spot.  The 
new  walks  above  described  gave  access  to  a 
rude  hut,  which  had  been  formerly  used  by 
the  Sobieski  Stuarts  as  an  occasional  place 
of  refuge  when  out  shooting.  "The  spot, 
though  now  laid  o'pen,  was  almost  inaccessible, 
and  completely  unknown  while  tenanted  by  its 
romantic  inmates." 

Ibid. — In  a  jury  trial,  before  the  Lord-Justice 
Clerk,  Mr  Murdo  Mackenzie  of  Dundonnell 
proved  his  right  to  the  salmon  fishing  in  the 
Bay  of  Gruinard. 

Ibid. — The  voluntary  contributions  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  in  the  parish  of  Inverness 
amounted  only  to  about  one-third  of  the  sum 
required.  At  a  statutory  meeting  held  in  the 
Gaelic  Church,  it  was  resolved  that  fhe  friends 
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of  the  voluntary  principle  should  use  their 
efforts  to  raise  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  poor  for  the  ensuing  six  mouths. 

Ibid. — Mr  Dempster  of  Skiho  was  entertained 
to  a  public  dinner  at  Tain,  after  his  defeat  as 
.'.  candidate  for  the  representation  of  the 
Northern  Burghs.  "As  Tain  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  only  one  of  the  six  in 
which  the  lion,  gentleman  was  not  in  a 
minority,  it  was  appropriately  chosen  as  the 
theatre  of  this  demonstration." 

August  11. — The  editor  paid  a  visit  to  Strath- 
errick,  and  describes  the  lowering  of  the 
waters  of  Loch-Garth  and  Loch-Farraliue,  for 
the  purpose  of  reclaiming  swampy  ground.  It 
was  in  course  of  these  operations  that  a  bundle 
uf  fire-arms  was  found  on  the  edge  of  Loch- 
Farraline.  The  story  as  now  told  is  that  the 
family  nurse,  after  the  battle  of  Culloden,  car- 
ried all  the  guns  in  the  house  to  the  lake,  and 
committed  them  to  its  safe  keeping.  "  She 
had  charge  of  the  house  in  the  absence  of 
the  family,  and  when  the  tide  had  turned 
against  the  young  Chevalier,  why  should  she 
expose  the  family  to  suspicion  and  danger  by 
these  relics  of  the  fatal  struggle?  About  a 
dozen  guns,  a  sword,  and  some  other  weapons 
were  thrown  into  the  lake ;  and  there  they 
remained  until  the  present  summer.  We  saw 
two  of  the  muskets  in  the  house  of  Mr  Fraser, 
Abersky ;  the  wood  is  much  decayed  and  gone, 
but  the  guns  still  preserve  their  shape— like 
veterans  once  bright  and  'powerful,  but  rusted 
by  years  of  inglorious  retirement." 

Ibid. — Reports  from  fhe  moors  were  favourable, 
and  it  is  reported  that  hundreds  of  sportsmen 
were  waiting  for  the  Twelfth  of  August.  The 
rent  of  shootings  had  advanced.  "One  moor 
in  this  neighbourhood,  for  example,  which  last 
year  let  for  £100,  has  this  year  brought  £150, 
and  numerous  applications  have  been  made 
too  late." 

August  18. — There  is  a  report  of  a  dinner  given 
to  Mr  Henry  J.  Baillie  on  his  return  as  mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Inverness.  The  Hon.  W. 
Fraser  of  Saltoun  was  in  the  chair. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  notice  of  Hugh  Miller's  work, 
"The  Old  Red  Sandstone."  The  reviewer  feels 
confident  that  the  work  is  not  ephemeral,  and 
that  its  popularity  will  go  on  increasing,  like 
Isaac  Walton's  Angler  and  White's  Natural 
History  of  Selborne. 
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August  25. — "The  Messrs  Grant,  merchants,  Man- 
chester, whose  unwearied  and  princely  chari- 
ties have  been  drawn  by  Mr  Charles  Dickens 
in  the  character  of  the  Brothers  Cheeryble  in 
Nicholas  Nickleby,  have  presented  our  In- 
firmary with  a  handsome  donation  of  one 
hundred  pounds.  Within  the  last  three  years 
these  opulent  merchants  have  distributed  not 
less  than  £2000  in  acts  of  charity  and  muni- 
ficence in  this  county,  through  the  agency 
of  Mr  Christie,  Balmore.  The  Messrs  Grant 
are  natives  of  Strathspey,  and  amid  all  their 
prosperity  and  business  have  never  forgotte-n 
the  laud  of  their  fathers." 

September  1.  — The  new  Parliament  had 
assembled,  and  parties  joined  issue  on  the 
Address.  After  an  animated  debate,  the  Whig 
Government  was  defeated  by  a  majority  of  91. 

Ibid. — The  Commission  of  General  Assembly 
held  an  extraordinary  meeting  the  previous 
week  to  consider  the  ecclesiastical  situation. 
There  was  a  very  large  attendance  of  mem- 
bers. The  result  was  to  propose  a  conference 
with  those  members  of  the  Church  who  ad- 
hered to  Dr  Cook's  protestations.  At  the 
same  time  the  editor  drew  the  inference  that 
Dr  Chalmers  looked  for  separation. 

Ibid. — The  bakers  of  Inverness  had  raised  the 
price  of  the  4-lb.  loaf  one  penny,  making  it 
tenpence. 

September  8. — The  change  of  Government  had 
now  taken  place.  Sir  Robert  Peel  became 
Prime  Minister,  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
leader  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst  was  Chancellor. 

Ibid. — Mr  Maitland  Makgill  Crichton  was 
making  a  tour  in  the  North,  speaking  on  be- 
half of  the  Non-Intrusionists.  He  addressed 
a  large  meeting  in  the  East  Church.  Inverness. 
In  course  of  his  address  he  criticised  the  Rev. 
Mr  Clark,  of  the  West  Church,  who  had  re- 
fused to  concur  in  the  deposition  of  the  Strath- 
bogie  ministers,  and  had  thus  separated  from 
the  party  with  whom  he  had  previously  acted. 

Ibid. — A  sad  case  of  drowning  occurred  on  the 
previous  Monday.  Dr  Basil  Tytler,  a  nephew 
of  Sheriff  Fraser-Tytler,  was  in  a  boat  on  the 
river  near  Lady  Saltoun's  cottage.  The  river 
was  swollen,  and  the  boat,  caught  by  a  strong 
current,  capsized.  Dr  Tytler  was  encumbered 
with  angling  boots,  and  was  unable  to  save 
himself,  while  his  companion  managed:  to  get 
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ashore.  Great  efforts  were  made  to  rescue  the 
unfortunate  man,  but  without  avail.  Intelli- 
gence of  the  accident  reached  the  town,  and 
hundreds  of  people  assembled  on  the  banks, 
some  of  whom  attempted  unsuccessfully  to 
recover  the  body,  which  floated  past.  The  de- 
ceased was  a  young  man.  about  twenty-six, 
years  of  age. 

Ibid. — A  correspondent  in  Stromness  records  that 
a  great  school  of  whales  made  their  appear- 
ance in  the  third  week  of  August,  and  150 
were  driven  ashore  and  killed.  The  aggregate 
value  was  estimated  at  £450. 

September  15. — A  note  on  the  harvest  recom- 
mends the  use  of  the  scythe  for  cutting  the 
crops,  reaping  with  the  sickle  being  expensive 
and  tedious.  The  scythe  was  now  pretty 
generally  used  in  Kngliuid. 

Ibid, — A  Highland  gathering,  promoted  by  Lord 
Ward,  was  held  in  Glengarry.  It  was  re- 
garded as  a  novelty,  and  attracted  a  large 
attendance.  A  fuller  notice  of  the  gathering 
appears  in  the  following  issue,  and  a  notice 
is  given  of  the  sport  enjoyed  by  Lord  Ward 
and  his  friends  during  the  season.  They  had 
killed  about  a  thousand  brace  of  grouse,  be- 
sides ptarmigan,  roe,  and  red  deer,  and  black 
gain*.  One  tine  stag  was  killed  weighing  27 
stone  3  Ibs. 

September  22. — A  show  of  Cheviot  sheep  was 
held  at  Altnaharrow,  in  Sutherland,  on  the 
17th  inst..  the  date  of  a  cattle  market  there. 
The  quality  is  described  as  very  good.  Nine- 
teen lots  were  exhibited.  The  prizes  went  to 
Mr  Clarke,  Eriboll ;  Mr  Mitchell,  Ribigill ;  Mr 
Reed,  Skelpick ;  and  Messrs  Atkinson  and 
Marshall,  Auchinduich.  It  may  be  noticed 
in  passing  that  horticultural  societies  existed 
at  this  time  in  Inverness  and  other  northern 
towns,  and  held  successful  exhibitions  both 
in  summer  a-nd  autumn.  A  flower  show  held 
at  Forres  is  reported  in  this  issue. 

September  29. — An  account  is  given  of  riots 
which  occurred  at  Durness,  in  Sutherland,  in 
connection  with  the  issue  of  warrants  for 
eviction.  In  August  the  sheriff  officer  who 
carried  the  summonses  was  met  by  a  large 
crowd  of  men  and  women  who  took  his  papers 
from  him  and  burned  them  in  his  presence. 
On  the  18th  of  September  the  sheriff-substi- 
tute, procurator-fiscal,  and  a  party  of  sheriff 
officers  and  special  constables  went  to  Durnees 
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to  take  further  proceedings,  but  nret  with, 
stout  resistance.  The  people  at  night  attacked 
Durine  Inn,  where  they  had  put  up,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  leave.  The  sheriff  and  fiscal 
"were  compelled  to  retrace  their  steps  to  the 
nearest  inn.  about  twenty  miles  distant,  which 
they  reached  at  5  in  the  mom  ing  with  half  of 
their  party.  The  remainder  of  the  party  con- 
cealed themselves  in  the  standing  corn  and 
among  the  rocks,  and  made  their  escape  when 
daylight  broke."  The  summonses  of  removal 
had  been  issued  at  the  instance  of  the  local 
tacksman,  who  held  under  an  old  lease  from 
Lord  Reay,  and  Lad  sublet  part  of  the  ground. 

October  6. — There  was  discussion  in  Parliament 
at  this  time  as  to  expenditure  for  improving 
the  Caledonian  Canal.  The  new  Premier.  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  had  postponed  consideration  of 
the  subject.  An  article  in  this  issue  dwells 
on  the  importance  of  the  Canal  for  local  and 
general  purposes,  and  points  out  that  the 
traffic  upon  it  had  been  regularly  and  con- 
stantly increasing. 

Ibid. — The  Northern  Meeting  oame  off  the.  pre- 
vious week.  Competitions  in  piping  and 
dancing  took  place  in  the  Academy  Park,  and 
athletic  sports  were  held  at  the  Longman.  At 
one  of  the  balls  all  the  ladies  were  in  fancy 
dresses— Spanish,  Swiss,  and  ancient  English 
costumes. 

Ibid. — On  the  2nd  inst.  Hell's  institution  in  Far- 
raline  Park  was  opened  by  the  Provost,  Magi- 
strates, and  Town  Council.  Provost  Xicol 
mentioned  that  Bailie  Maoandrew  had  taken 
the  labouring  oo.r  in  carrying  out  the  work  of 
the  Committee.  Mr  George  Anderson  had  also 
given  valuable  assistance.  Part  of  the  funds 
under  Dr  Bell's  trust  had  been  appropriated  to 
the  support  of  the  Central  and  Merkinclt 
Schools. 

October  20. — The  Rev.  Robert  Macpherson,  one 
of  the  ministers  of  the  Inverness  High  Church, 
died  at  Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight,  on  the  6th 
inst.,  aged  thirty-one.  "The  rev.  gentleman 
had  officiated  amongst  us  for  six  years,  and  had 
endeared  himself  to  his  parishioners  by  his 
anxious  endeavours  to  promote  every  scheme 
of  practical  benevolence  and  public  improve- 
ment, as  well  as  by  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  public  duties."  R«v.  Mr  Macdonald,  who 
was  then  assistant  to  Dr  Rose,  and  Rev.  Simon 
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Mackintosh,  formerly  presentee  to  the  parish 
of  Daviot,  were  both  suggested  for  the 
vacancy. 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  Sir  Edward  Parry,  a  dis- 
tinguished naval  officer,  had  been  appointed  by 
Government  to  make  a  personal  inquiry  as  re- 
gards the  usefulness  of  the  Caledonian  Canal. 

October  27. — At  a  county  meeting  in  Inverness 
a  memorial  was  adopted,  urging  th«  Govern- 
ment to  carry  out  the  works  necessary  to  make 
the  Caledonian  Canal  secure  and  serviceable 
to  the  public.  The  question  of  handing  it 
over  to  a  company  was  still  discussed,  but  the 
meeting  held  that  in  any  case  the  works 
should  be  adequately  completed  by  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Canal  was  considered  to  be 
at  the  time  in  an  imperfect  and  dangerous 
state.  Sir  Edward  Parry  had  arrived,  and 
was  carrying  on  a  survey  along  with  Mr  May, 
the  resident  engineer. 

Ibid. — It  is  stated  that  the  excitement  in  Dur- 
ness  had  subsided,  and  that  the  tacksman  had 
allowed  his  sub-tenants  to  remain  in  their 
houses  till  the  following  May  term.  The  hope 
was  expressed  that  something  would  be  done 
in  the  interval  for  the  people. 

November  3. — There  is  a  sketch  of  omnibus 
traffic  in  London,  signed  with  the  initials  of 
Angus  Bethune  Reach.  He  mentions  that 
there  were  then  700  omnibuses  licensed  to  run 
within  ten  miles  of  the  London  Post-office.  An 
article  on  old  trees  describes  the  fine  chestnut 
at  Castle  Leod,  the  large  ash  at  Earlsmill,  the 
hawthorn  tree  in  Cawdor  Castle,  and  an  old 
yew  in  Boleskine.  The  Earlsmill  ash  has 
since  then  succumbed  to  the  gaJe.  What  about 
the  Boleskine  yew?  It  is  described  in  1841  as 
"about  fourteen  feet  in  circumference  and 
thirty-three  feet  high." 

Ibid. — The  elections  to  the  Inverness  Town 
Council  were  conducted  with  less  excitement 
than  at  any  time  since  the  passing  of  the  Re- 
form Bill.  All  the  new  members  were 
Liberals.  Provost  Nicol  was  re-elected  with- 
out solicitation  or  canvass. 

Ibid. — Mr  Charles  Stewart,  solicitor,  presented 
his  Commission  as  Clerk  of  the  Peace  to  the 
county  of  Inverness.  The  Justices  adopted  a 
minute  recording  their  appreciation  of  the 
services  of  Mr  James  Grant  of  Bught,  who 
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had  discharged  the  duties  for  46  years,   and 
had  now  resigned. 

Ibid. — A  note  on  deer-stalking  in  Harris  men- 
tions that  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  and  party 
had,  during  the  season,  killed  ten  stags,  some 
of  them  weighing  20  stone. 

November  10. — There  is  an  interesting  article 
on  the  rural  and  sporting  statistics  of  the 
West  Highlands.  The  harvest  had  been  the 
most  favourable  for  many  years,  and  the  crops 
were  much  above  an  average.  There  had  also 
been  a  prosperous  fishing  season,  especially 
in  Lochalsh.  The  crop  of  grouse  and  deer  had 
not  been  above  an  average,  but  the  weather 
was  pleasant.  "It  is  difficult,"  says  the  writer, 
to  come  at  a  correct  census  of  the  quantity  of 
game  killed  over  an  estate;  but  we  hear  that 
the  Gairloch  party  had  twelve  or  fifteen  red 
deer,  from  fifty  to  seventy  salmon  (taken  with 
the  rod),  and  a  corresponding  quantity  of 
grouse.  The  LochcuiTon  party  have  had 
about  1000  brace  of  grouse,  four  red  deer, 
twelve  roe,  an  immense  number  of  salmon, 
hares,  black  cock,  and  345  ptarmigan — a  bird 
that  abounds  on  that  mountainous  property. 
So  late  as  the  25th  of  October  we  heard  of 
one  of  the  party  killing  twenty  brace  of 
ptarmigan  in  a  forenoon.  At  Lochalsh  the 
party  killed  nine  or  ten  red'  deer,  twice  that 
number  of  roe,  and  from  five  to  seven  hun- 
dred brace  of  red  and  white  grouse,  besides 
a  fair  number  of  salmon  witli  the  rod.  At 
Invergarry  Lord  Ward  and  party  have  had 
excellent  sport.  They  had  1500  brace  of 
grouse,  fifty  brace  of  ptarmigan,  three  red 
deer,  and  fifteen  roe,  besides  about  twenty 
salmon  angled  in  the  river  Garry.  Such  are 
a  few  of  the  results.  This  new  branch  of  trade 
or  commerce  has  added  greatly  to  the  rental 
of  many  Highland  estates.  Instances  are  not 
rare  of  the  shooting  letting  as  high  as  the 
grazing  of  a  mountain  district.  Some  years 
ago  there  was  mnch  difficulty  in  coming  at  or 
determining  upon  a  fair  rent  in  an  affair  so 
purely  ideal  as  the  value  of  the  sport  over  a 
property — the  sportsman  generally  calculating 
upon  the  amount  he  could  spend  on  the  pas- 
time, and  the  landlord  taking  all  he  could 
get.  Things  are,  however,  verging  towards 
a  bearing  on  this  head,  and  the  yearly  market- 
able value  of  the  sport  over  a  Highland  pro- 
perty may  at  present  be  reckoned  at  snnw- 
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thing  like  the  following  rate,  grouse  beiug  the 
unit  or  standard  of  value,  viz.  :  — 

One  red  deer  equal  to  100  brace  of  grouse. 
One  roe  deer  equal  to  20  brace  do. 
One  salmon  angled  equal  to  20  brace  do. 
One  mountain  hare  equal  to  1  brace  do. 
One  biace  of  grouse  being  valued  at  5s. 

"  Thus  a  shooting  supposed  capable  of  pro- 
ducing, on  an  average  of  seasons,  with  fair 
sportsmen,  500  brace  of  grouse,  would  let  for 
£125.  If  the  house  accommodation  is  good, 
i>r  tlie  moor  of  high  reputation,  a  larger  sum 
may  be  obtained,  and  we  have  known  lOt  a 
brace  offered  for  <t  month's  shooting."  It  is 
added-  that  fifteen  veal's'  purchase  was  con- 
sidered the  value  of  the  game  on  an  estate. 
The  writer  thinks  that  all  fear  of  the  sport 
being  only  the  fashion  of  ;i  day  might  be  set 
aside. 

Ibid. — The  results  of  municipal  elections  and  ap- 
pointments to  the  magistracy  are  lecorded. 
l)r  Xicol  wits  iB-elccted  Provost  of  Inverness, 
Mr  Hugh  limes  Cameron  was  Provost  of  Ding- 
wall,  and  Mr  William  Watson  Provost  of  Cro- 
marty.  The  Liberals  had  obtained;  a  majority 
in  the  Forres  Town  Council,  and  Mir  Robert 
Urquhart  was  elected  Provost.  "  We  con- 
gratulate the  burgh,"  says  the  editor,  "on 
obtaining  the  services  of  Mr  Urquhart  as  Pro- 
vost— he  will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the 
burgh,  and  his  election  reflects  credit  on  the 
constituency  and  Council." 

November  17. — The  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
(King  Edward)  on  the  9th  inst.  is  announced 
in  the  present  issue.  The  happy  event  was 
celebrated  by  rejoicings  in  Inverness  and  other 
places. 

Ibid. — There  is  a  further  account  of  the  Durness 
disturbance.  With  reference  to  the  first  visit 
of  the  Sheriff-Substitute  and  his  party,  it  is 
stated  that  they  arrived  on  the  Saturday  even- 
ing, and  a  communication  was  made  to  them 
that  if  they  abstained  from  acting  until  Mon- 
day, the  people  would  disperse  and  the  indi- 
viduals whom  they  wished  to  take  into  custody 
would  be  delivered  up.  The  authorities,  how- 
ever, declined  to  make  a.ny  promise.  "  This 
determination  increased  the  irritation  and 
excitement  of  the  crowd,  and  they  were 
peremptorily  required  to  take  their  departure 
— the  people  preferring,  as  they  themselves 


1841]  File  of  Inverness  Courier.  317 

stated,  to  break  the  law  of  man  on  the  Satur- 
day, to  the  commission  of  a  breach  of  the  law 
of  God  by  resisting  the  execution  of  the  law 
of  God  ou  the  Sunday ;  and  depart  they  ac- 
cordingly did,  in  considerable  alarm,  but  with- 
out a  hair  of  their  heads  being  touched." 
There  was  afterwards  a  taJk  of  sending  a  mili 
tary  force,  but  the  I/ord  Advocate,  Sir  William 
Kae,  declined,  and  despatched  one  of  his  de- 
puties to  accompany  the  Sheriff  and  other 
officials  on  a  second  visit  to  the  district. 
"  This  was  done,  and  us  all  who  possessed  any 
correct  knowledge  of  the  character  and  temper 
of  the  people  foresaw,  they  did  not  meet  with 
the  slightest  molestation.  The  business  was 
investigated  coolly  and  carefully.  The  parties 
in  the  wrong  acknowledged  their  error ;  and 
the  result  is  understood  to  be  that,  upon  ain 
impartial  and  humane  view  of  the  whole  mut- 
ter, the  counsel  for  the  C'rown  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  are  not  sufficient  grounds 
for  a  criminal  prosecution."  Another  account 
appears  at  a  later  date,  denying  that  on  the 
occasion  of  the  first  visit  the  people  had  offered 
to  give  up  the  incriminated  patties  on  Mon- 
day. Several  of  the  officers,  it  is  also  alleged, 
were  knocked  down  and  hurt. 

November  24. — "Died,  at  Tullich  Kami,  luver- 
aray,  on  the  8th  inst. ,  Duncan  Munro,  aged 
108  years,  the  oldest  tenant  on  the  Argyll 
estate.  He  and  his  forefathers  have  possessed 
the  same  farm  above  300  years.  Duncan  has 
lived  to  see  four  Dukes,  and  was  lately,  by  his 
own  desire,  visited  by  the  heir  apparent  to  the 
Dukedom.  His  eldest  daughter,  aged  80,  has 
a  large  family  residence  upon  a  farm  within 
eight  miles  of  Tullich.  She  is  still  able  to 
milk  the  cows,  to  go  about  and  visit  on  foot 
her  father's  house.  His  youngest  son  alive, 
a  feuar  in  Paisley,  upwards  of  70,  is  hale, 
stout,  and  hearty;  has  resided  in  Paisley  50 
years." 

December  8. — On  the  previous  Thursday  the 
tenantry  and  friends  of  Mr  Hugh  Rose  of  Kil- 
ravoch  entertained  him  to  a  public  dinner  on 
the  occasion  of  a  visit  to  his  property  after 
spending  thirteen  years  in  India.  The  en- 
tertainment was  held  at  Clephanton,  and  was 
attended  by  a  large  company. 

December  15. — The  Rev.  Simon  Mackintosh, 
who  had  given  up  the  presentation  to  the 
parish  of  Daviot,  was  appointed  to  succeed 
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the  Rev.  Mr  Macpheraon,  of  the  third  charge, 
in  Inverness.  The  Rev.  John  Clark  was  pre- 
sented to  Daviot. 

Ibid. — Mr  Charles  Shaw,  W.S.,  factor  for  Lord 
Macdonald.  was  appointed  Sheriff-Substitute 
of  the  Long  Island,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
management  of  the  Skye  estates  by  Mr  W.  A. 
Mackinniui,  Corry. 

December  29. — In  the  month  of  August  Dr  Bal- 
four,  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  University 
of  Glasgow,  accompanied  by  scientific  friends 
and  a  party  of  students,  made  a  botanical 
tour  through  the  Outer  Hebrides.  The  results 
were  submitted  to  the  botanical  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  and  were  now  published.  No 
new  species  were  discovered,  but  the  visit  was 
interesting  as  showing  how  the  position  of  the 
isleinds  checked  and  moderated  the  effects  of 
cold.  In  Harris  scarcely  a  true  Alpine  plant 
was  found. 

Ibid.— On  the  20th  inst.  a  sharp  shock  of  earth- 
quake was  felt  in  Kintail.  There  was  nothing 
peculiar  in  the  state  of  the  weather,  except  a 
stillness  in  the  atmosphere,  which,  however, 
was  not  uncommon. 


1841]  Appendix.  319 


APPENDIX. 

NOTE      A. 
THE  MOEAY  FLOODS. 


The  late  Mr  Joseph  Mitchell,  C.E.,  an 
engineer  of  marked  ability  and  distinction, 
superintended  for  many  years  the  works  of 
the  Parliamentary  Commission  for  Highland 
Roads  and  Bridges.  Ho  was  in  Kirkwall  in 
August  1829,  when  the  Moray  Floods  oc- 
curred, and  records  that  he  experienced 
there  an  unexampled  deluge  of  rain  and  a 
perfect  hurricane.  On  his  return  home  he 
found  a  scene  of  widespread  destruction,  and 
ho  has  left  the  following  succint  account  of 
the  disaster  :  — "They  [the  floods]  occurred 
chiefly  along  the  south  shores  of  the  Moray 
Firth,  in  the  valleys  of  the  Nairn,  the  Find- 
horn,  the  Spey,  the  Don,  and  the  Dee.  Seri- 
ous damage  had  been  done  to  the  public 
works,  and  the  roads  and  bridges  under  the 
charge  of  the  Commissioners.  The  magnifi- 
cent bridge  across  the  Spey  at  Fochabers,  and 
the  bridge  over  the  Findhorn  at  Forres,  both 
on  the  great  coast  road,  were  destroyed.  The 
bridge  of  five  arches  over  the  Dee  at  Bal- 
later,  the  bridge  of  three  arches  at  Corry- 
brough  over  the  Findhorn,  the  bridge  of 
Carr  over  the  Dulnan,  the  bridges  of  Kirk- 
ton,  of  Alford,  of  Craggan,  and  Dava,  and 
many  others  of  smaller  size,  were  totally 
swept  away.  The  beautiful  iron  arch  of 
150  feet  span  at  Ciaigellachie  was  much  en- 
dangered, one  of  the  abutments  damaged, 
and  three  side  arches  destroyed.  The  pier 
of  a  70-feet  arch  of  the  large  bridge  at  Gran- 
town  was  undermined,  and  the  roads  were 
cut  up  and  damaged  very  seriously  for  miles 
in  various  parts  of  the  country.  The  damage 
to  private  property— to  trees,  crops,  stock, 
dwellings,  and  outbuildings  was  very  great. 
Whole  fields  were  torn  up  and  covered  with 
the  debris  carried  down  by  the  floods."  Sir 
Thomas  Dick  Lauder  gives  a  picturesque  and 
detailed  account  of  the  calamitous  visitation. 
He  mentions  that  the  heat  in  the  province 
of  Moray  during  the  previous  three  months 
had  been  unusually  great,  causing  an  ex- 
cessive drought,  and  that  as  the  season  ad- 

41 
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vanced  the  fluctuations  of  the  barometer  be- 
came very  remarkable.  "The  deluge  of 
rain,"  lie  eays,  "that  produced  the  flood  of 
the  3rd  and  4th  of  August,  fell  chiefly  on 
the  Monad-liadh  mountains,  rising  between 
the  south-eastern  parts  of  Loch-Ness  and 
Kingussie  in  Badenoch,  and  on  that  part  of 
the  Grampian  range  forming  the  somewhat 
independent  group  of  the  Cairngorms.  The 
westerly  winds,  which  prevailed  for  some  time 
previously,  seem  to  have  produced  a  gradual 
accumulation  of  vapour  somewhere  north  of 
our  island,  and  the  column  being  suddenly 
impelled  by  a  strong  north-easterly  blast,  it 
was  driven  towards  the  south-west,  its  right 
flank  almost  sweeping  the  Caithness  and 
Sutherland  coasts,  until  rushing  up  and 
across  the  Moray  Firth,  it  was  attracted  by 
the  lofty  mountains  I  have  mentioned,  and 
discharged  in  torrents  perfectly  unex- 
ampled." Sir  Thomas  mentions  that  the 
storm  was  felt  at  Wick  and  Kirkwall,  though 
not  to  anything  like  the  same  extent  as  in 
t'w  province  of  Moray  and  other  districts 
associated  with  the  mountain  ranges  above- 
mentioned. 
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NOTE    li. 
CHARLES  GRANT,  M.P. 


The  Life  of  Charles  Grant,  M.P.,  written 
by  Mr  Henry  Morris,  of  the  Madras  Civil 
Service,  and  published  by  John  Murray  (Lon- 
don, 1904),  enables  us  to  revise  and  supple- 
ment some  of  the  particulars  which  were 
given  in  the  first  volume.  Charles  Grant 
was  born  not  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of 
Culloden,  as  was  long  supposed,  but  a  short 
time  before,  namely,  in  March  1746.  His 
father  was  in  Prince  Charles's  army,  and 
was  severely  wounded  at  Culloden,  but 
escaped,  and  remained  in  concealment  until 
the  search  for  prisoners  came  to  an  end.  At 
a  later  date  he  joined  a  Highland  regiment, 
and  died  in  1762  from  fever  contracted  at  the 
siege  of  Havana.  His  son  Charles  was  edu- 
cated at  Elgin  by  his  uncle,  his  father's 
youngest  brother,  who  held  an  appointment 
in  the  Excise.  The  boy  attended  school 
till  he  was  nearly  thirteen  years  of  age,  and 
was  then  taken  as  an  apprentice  by  Mr  Wil- 
liam Forsyth,  a  merchant  and  shipowner  in 
Cromarty,  where  he  served  between  four  and 
five  years.  In  March  1763,  being  then 
seventeen,  he  left  Cromarty  for  London,  to 
enter  the  counting  house  of  a  cousin,  Captain 
Alexander  Grant,  who  had  previously  served 
under  Clive  in  India.  He  sailed  from  Cro- 
marty with  only  half-a-guinea  in  his  pocket, 
and  was  a  fortnight  on  the  voyage.  In  his 
cousin's  employment  he  remained  for  several 
years,  becoming  head  clerk  in  the  firm.  In 
the  summer  of  1767  he  departed  for  India, 
having  received  encouragement  and  assist- 
ance from  directors  and  friends  in  the  East 
India  Company,  one  of  them  being  Mr 
Becher,  with  whom  he  was  afterwards  closely 
associated.  The  young  man — he  was  now 
but  twenty-one — must  have  impressed  these 
influential  friends  with  a  sense  of  his  ability 
and  integrity.  He  received  the  nominal  ap- 
pointment of  cadet,  but  this  was  only  for 
tho  voyage  out,  to  comply  with  the  regula- 
tions which  then  existed  about  going  to  India. 
On  arriving  at  Calcutta,  Grant  was  placed  in 
charge  of  Mr  Lecher's  private  business.  The 
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latter  was  at  the  time  a  Member  of  Council, 
and  was  soon  afterwards  appointed  Political 
Resident  at  Moorshedabad,  to  which  Grant 
accompanied  him.  When  they  were  there  a 
terrible  famine  broke  out,  in  the  alleviation 
of  which  Becher  and  his  young  assistant 
worked  hard.  Owing  to  failure  of  health, 
both  returned  to  England  in  1771.  In  the 
end  of  1772  Grant  obtained  a  writership  in 
the  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
before  he  sailed  in  1773  he  married  Jane 
Fraser,  a  member  of  the  Balnain  family. 
"It  was,"  we  are  told,  "a  singularly  happy 
union.  Mrs  Grant  was  very  young,  being 
scarcely  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  he  was 
only  ten  years  older.  They  were  a  hand- 
some couple."  Grant's  first  appointment 
after  his  return  to  India  was  as  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade.  For  a  time  he  was 
friendly  with  Sir  Philip  Francis,  and  gener- 
ally disapproved  of  the  administration  of 
Warren  Hastings.  At  first  he  threw  himself 
into  the  gaiety  and  dissipation  of  social  life 
in  Calcutta.  His  scrupulous  integrity,  how- 
over,  remained  unimpaired  even  when  he  got 
into  debt.  The  vital  religious  change  which 
came  over  his  character  followed  the  death 
of  two  children,  young  daughters,  who  were 
carried  off  by  smallpox  in  1776.  A  visit  to 
tlie  Rev.  J.  C.  Diemer,  a  missionary  con- 
nected with  the  Society  for  Promoting  Chris- 
tian Knowledge,  brought  him  final  peace,  and 
he  was  ever  afterwords  a  deeply  pious  man, 
eager  to  promote  every  form  of  evangelical 
effort.  In  December  1780  he  was  appointed 
Commercial  Resident  at  Malda,  where  he 
made  his  fortune.  There  he  was  so  exact 
in  his  intromissions  as  to  receive  the  special 
commendation  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  went 
out  as  Governor-General  in  1786.  In  1787 
Lord  Cornwallis  appointed  him  a  Member  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  In  1790,  on  account 
of  illness  in  his  family,  he  returned  to  this 
country,  finally  closing  his  career  in  India. 
In  subsequent  years  he  was  a  director  and 
Chairman  of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
from  1802  to  1818  M.P.  for  the  County  of 
Inverness.  At  his  first  Parliamentary  elec- 
tion he  had  to  stand  a  spy?™  contest  in  the 
limited  constituency  which  then  existed. 
There  was  a  triangular  fight  between  Grant, 
Fraser  of  Lovat,  and  Forbes  of  Culloden,  the 
result  being  as  follows :  — Grant,  15 ;  Lovat, 
11 ;  Culloden,  6.  The  election  expenses  of 
the  successful  candidate,  including  his  jour- 
ney northward,  came  to  £600.  Before  the 
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contest  came  off  he  had  purchased  the  estate 
of  Waternish  in  Skye  for  £16,000.  Grant 
retained  the  seat  without  further  contest 
until  he  retired  in  1818  in  favour  of  his  son, 
Charles  Grant,  junior,  afterwards  Lord  Glen- 
elg.  He  died  in  1823.  The  careers  of  his 
sons,  Lord  Gleuelg  and  Sir  Robert  Grant, 
are  sketched  in  the  first  volume. 


NOTE    C. 
XO   POPERY   RIOT   IN    1829. 


The  following  graphic  account  of  a  "  No 
Popery  "  riot  which  occurred  in  Inverness  in 
1829  was  given  by  a  correspondent  in  our 
columns  in  1870  :  — 

Perhaps  nowhere  was  the  anti-Catholic  spirit 
of  a  community  more  strongly  manifested  than 
by  t;he  inhabitants  of  Inverness  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Catholic  Emancipation  Bill.  At 
that  time  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant  (after- 
wards Lord  Glenelg),  M.P.  for  the  county,  being 
on  a  visit  to  the  town,  a  bitter  feeling  of  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
felt  by  the  people ;  and  they  secretly  deter- 
mined to  show  their  displeasure  by  publicly 
burning  him  in  effigy,  Hugliie  Macbean,  an  en- 
thusiastic young  townsman,  undertaking  to 
produce  the  inanimate  member  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed.  Appropriating  for  that  pur- 
pose a  suit  of  his  father's  clothes,  he  took  them 
to  a  garret  in  High  Street,  where  they  were 
nicely  stuffed  up  with  paper  shavings  and  a 
volume  or  two,  in  sheets,  of  Grant  on  the 
Gael,  Fraser  on  Isaiah,  and  Knockie's  Strath- 
speys and  Keels  adapted  for  the  Pianoforte — all 
works  of  merit,  but  which  an  undiscerning  pub- 
lic had  left  on  the  publisher's  hands  to  moulder 
awav  in  his  lumber  garret.  Meanwhile  the 
•watchword  was  secretly  but  widely  spread,  and 
about  eight  o'clock  straggling  parties  might  be 
seen  coming  from  all  directions  and  sauntering 
along  towards  the  Lochgonn,  where  ultimately 
they  amounted  to  some  hundreds.  In  due  time 
the  effigy  was  produced,  and  before  the  authori- 
ties were  in  the  least  aware  of  what  was  going 
on,  the  crowd  moved  in  a  body  through  High 
Street,  carrying  the  effigy  ignominiously  along 
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with  a  large  placard  bearing  the  words 
"  Catholic  Emancipation  Bill "  pinned  to  its 
breast.  On  arriving  at  the  Exchange  or 
Market  Cross,  the  effigy  was  tied  to  a  stake 
(or  lamp-post),  and  a  pile  of  shavings  being 
ignited,  it  was  soon  reduced  to  ashes,  amid  the 
shouting,  yelling,  and  "No  Popery"  cries  of 
the  crowd.  But  for  a  single  incident  the  affair 
might  have  all  ended  here.  The  town's  officers 
during  the  tumult  locked  themselves  irp  in  the 
police-office — then  a  small  crib  at  tflie  south- 
west corner  of  the  Exchange  (next  door  to 
''Skelpan's"  shop) — but  when  the  noise  had 
somewhat  subsided,  to  show  their  employers 
that  they  were  doing  something,  they  sallied 
out  and  captured  a  young  lad  as  prisoner,  carry- 
ing liim  into  their  stronghold.  But  in  five 
minutes  the  door  was  smashed  and  the  captive 
set  free.  Exulting  in  this  triumph  over  the 
"beagles,"  the  mob  moved  down  to  the  Cale- 
donian Hotel  in  Church  Street,  where  Mr 
Grant  had  taken  up  his  quarters.  They  here 
commenced  shouting  for  him  to  appear  in  his 
proper  person,  and  answer  for  his  conduct ;  but 
instead  of  responding  to  this  request,  the  door 
of  the  hotel  was  shut  oip  and  all  the  lights  ex- 
tinguished. This  was  taken  as  a  signal  of  de- 
fiance of  the  mob;  and  with  missiles  of  every 
description  all  the  front  windows  of  that  old- 
established  hotel  were  shattered  to  atoms. 
Not  satisfied  with  this,  they  next  proceeded  to 
the  Catholic  Chapel — then  a  plain  building  in 
Margaret  Street — which  was  broken  into  and 
some  damage  done.  After  this  the  mob  went 
to  the  School  Hill,  and  burned  to  the  ground 
a  useful  wooden  building  which  had  long  stood 
there,  after  which  they  dispersed.  The  town, 
of  course,  had  to  pay  the  piper  for  the  damage 
done ;  but  like  those  connected  with  the 
Porteous  mob,  the  real  ringleaders  were  not 
found  out.  The  artist  of  the  effigy,  however, 
did  not  escape  altogether  scatheless,  and  while 
undergoing  punishment  from  his  father  for  the 
loss  of  his  clothes,  he  told  the  old  gentleman  in 
extenuation  that,  instead  of  being  angry,  he 
should  only  be  very  proud  that  Mr  Grant,  the 
member  of  Parliament,  had  worn  his  clothes! 
"  Weel,  weel,"  exclaimed  tfhe  old  man,  and  the 
incorrigible  escaped  further  molestation.  But 
Mr  Grant  was  destined  not  long  to  remain  in 
"disgrace,"  for  on  his  next  visit  to  Inverness, 
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for  his  advocacy  of  reform,  the  "Sleeping  Lion" 
was  chaired  in  triumph,  with  music  and  ban- 
ners, through  all  the  streets  of  the  town — the 
people  being  proud  of  this  opportunity  of  show- 
ing that  "still  they  lo'ed  their  Charlie."  His 
two  reverend  supporters,  the  Rev.  Donald 
Fraser,  Kirkhill,  and  Mr  Beith,  were  also  ex- 
tremely popular,  as  also  the  laird  of  Mackin- 
tosh. 


NOTE    D. 
THE  OLD  CASTLE  OF  INVERNESS. 


We  gave  in  our  first  volume  <a  picture  of 
the  ruins  of  the  old  Castle  of  Inverness  as 
they  appeared  between,  the  years  1790  and 
1800.  The  picture  was  communicated  to  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland  in  1823, 
and  is  preserved  in  the  Archoeologia  Scotica. 
It  shows  the  ruins  of  the  old  Castle  which 
was  blown  up  by  Prince  Charlie's  French 
engineer  in  1746.  Some  further  particulars 
may  be  useful. 

In  the  Archeeplogia,  the  paper  which  ac- 
companies the  picture  is  entitled  "Notice  re- 
specting Macbeth's  Castle  at  Inverness  by 
Colonel  Graharae."  This  title  is,  of  course, 
a  mistake.  The  Castle  had  no  pretension 
to  be  called  Macbeth's  Castle,  but  was  in 
fact  the  last  of  a  series  of  fortified  buildings 
which  had  stood  011  the  present  Castle  Hill. 
The  notice,  though  written  by  Colpnel 
Grahame,  was  communicated  to  the  Society 
by  one  of  the  Fellows,  Mr  H.  W.  Williams, 
and  read  at  a  meeting  on  18th  November 
1823.  Mr  Williams,  in  a  note  addressed  to 
Mr  Thomas  Kinnear,  says:  — 

"Castle  Street,  Monday. 

"  My  Dear  Sir, — I  was  on  a  visit  to  a 
friend  the  other  day,  who,  on  looking 
among  his  papers,  found  a  description  of 
Macbeth's  Castle  at  Inverness,  accompanied 
by  a  drawing  of  it  as  it  appeared  about  thirty 
years  ago.  The  drawing  is  very  nude,  to  be 
sure ;  but,  still,  it  greatly  assists  the  descrip- 
tion. Both  were  done  by  a  Colonel  Grahame, 
who  lives  near  the  village  of  Duddingston  ;  and, 
supposing  that  this  little  account  of  the  Cnstle 
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might  be  acceptable  to  you  to  present  to  the 
Antiquarian  Society,  give  me  leave  to  enclose 
it  in  this  note." 

Colonel  Grahame,  in  his  account,  which  ac- 
companies his  drawing,  claims  no  other  merit 
for  his  sketch  except  that  it  is  "a  tolerably 
correct  resemblance."  He  states  that  the 
view  was  taken  from  the  south-west,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  Ness.  He  then  de- 
scribes the  drawing :  — 

"  What  is  betwixt  and  beneath  the  two 
chimneys  are  the  remains  of  the  ancient  Castle. 
The  ground  floor  was  vaulted ;  the  upper  floors 
were  of  timber ;  and  the  roof,  when  last  in- 
habited, was  flat  and  leaded  and  surrounded  by 
a  low  parapet.  Within  the  north  entrance  a 
lia.ndsome  stone  stair  led  to  the  upper  floors. 
The  walls  were  of  great  thickness,  and  almost 
entirely  composed  of  that  mixture  of  lime  and 
small  stones  of  every  shape,  frequently  met 
with  in  structures  of  very  ancient  erection;  a 
composition  which  resembled  one  compact  mass 
of  hard  stone  or  flint,  appearing  capable  of  re- 
sisting the  impressions  of  weather  and  of  time. 
In  each  of  the  chambers  exposed  in  the  three 
upper  floors,  there  was  an  alcove  or  recess,  par- 
tially discovered  in  this  view,  formed  in  the 
thickness  of  the  north  wall  of  the  Castle,  of  suf- 
ficient dimensions  to  contain  a.  bed." 

The  writer  adds  that  tradition  pointed  out 
one  of  the  alcoves  as  "that  in  which  King 
Duncan  was  murdered  by  Macbeth" — so  curi- 
ously does  legend  seek  to  connect  itself  with 
visible  remains.  Piles  of  rubbish  appear  to 
right  and  left  of  the  ruins,  and  it  is  men- 
tioned that  when  the  old  Castle  was  blown 
up  a  fragment  of  it  fell  on  the  slope  of  the 
hill  and  remained  there.  "The  part  of  the 
hill  to  {he  right  was  covered  with  good  grass 
— to  the  left  it  was  rather  bare  and  sandy, 
on  which  were  dispersed  many  plants  of  balm, 
and  the  remains  of  patches  of  sweet  herbs, 

flanted  there  by  the  officers  of  the  garrison." 
n  1828  Mr  John  Anderson,  W.S.,  made 
Colonel  Grahame's  notes  the  text  of  another 
paper  to  the  Society,  in  which  he  corrects 
some  historical  mistakes,  and'  mentions  that 
Mr  Godsman,  factor  to  the  Duke  of  Gordon 
at  Inverness,  completed  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion, which  the  Highlanders  began  in  1746, 
by  removing  walls  from  th«  Castle  to  build 
dykes.  "He  took  away,  much  to  the  chagrin 
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of  the  gentlemen  of  the  town  (as  a  venerable 
lady  resident  there  has  informed  me),  a 
carved  stone  bearing  an  inscription  com- 
memorative of  the  era  when  the  Castle  was 
erected.  My  informant,  when  a  little  girl 
at  school,  was  often  promised  a  reward  by 
her  father  if  she  could  discover  this  stone 
in  any  of  the  dvkes ;  and  many  were  the 
anxious  and  fruitless  researches  she  made  in 
consequence.  She  never  learned  that  it 
had  been  found."  The  late  Joseph  Mitchell, 
C.E.,  (bom  in  1803),  speaking  of  his 
boyhood,  says  —  "  The  remains  of  the 
Castle  consisted  of  some  perpendicular 
walls,  still  in  existence  on  the  Castle  Street 
side  of  the  hill,  and  the  ruins  of  the  old 
Castle  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  six  or  eight 
feet  above  the  ground.  On  them  was  fixed 
a  tall  flagstaff,  on  which  the  Royal  ensign 
was  hoisted  on  the  King's  birthdays,  Sun- 
days, and  holidays." 

The  terrace  which  forms  part  of  the  town 
of  Inverness  has  no  doubt,  at  some  part,  been 
the  site  of  fortification  ever  since  a  com- 
munity gathered  at  the  spot.  It  is  generally 
supposed  that  Macbeth's  Dun  stood  near  the 
ground  now  occupied  by  Victoria  Terrace, 
and  known  in  ancient  documents  as  the  Auld 
Castle  Hill.  According  to  tradition, 
Malcolm  Canmore  destroyed  this  stronghold 
and  set  up  a  fortification  on  the  present 
Castle  Hill.  At  any  rate,  there  are  authen- 
tic notices  of  a  castle  existing  at  Inverness 
under  the  kings  who  reigned  before  the  War 
of  Independence.  We  may  with  reasonable 
certainty  assume  that  since  the  time  of  Wil- 
liam the  Lion,  perhaps  from  an  earlier  date, 
the  Castle  stood  where  our  County  Buildings 
still  stand.  Bruce  appears  to  have  demol- 
ished the  first  Norman  Castle,  in  conformity 
with  his  well-known  policy.  When  it  was 
next  rebuilt  it  is  difficult  to  say.  We  know, 
however,  that  in  1412  the  Earl  of  Mar,  the 
leader  of  the  Royal  army  at  the  battle  of 
Harlaw,  erected  a  strong  castle  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country  against  the  Lord  of  the 
Isles.  In  the  sixteenth  century  the  build- 
ing was  enlarged  and  strengthened  by  the 
Earls  of  Huntly.  In  1726  General  Wade 
made  further  additions,  so  as  to  provide  bar- 
racks for  six  companies  of  soldiers  and  lodg- 
ings for  officers.  The  picture  of  the  Castle 
given  by  P.  Sandby,  R.A.,  in  1744,  the  year 
before  the  Jacobite  Rising,  shows  it  to  have 
been  a  handsome  range  of  buildings.  This 
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was  the  edifice  blown  up  in  1746.  The  work 
of  demolition  was  fatal  to  the  French  engin- 
eer, a  sergeant  of  artillery,  who  undertook 
it.  "This  unfortunate  individual,  believing 
the  match  extinguished,  approached  to  ex- 
amine it,  when  the  mine  sprung,  which  blew 
him  into  the  air,  with  the  stones  of  the  bas- 
tions, to  an  immense  height."  According  to 
another  vereion  the  engineer  and  his  dog 
were  thrown  across  the  river  to  the  Little 
Green ;  the  man  was  killed  and  the  dog  sur- 
vived ! 

After  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion  the 
Government  did  not  rebuild  the  fortress  at 
Inverness,  but  erected  instead  a  new  Fort- 
George  at  the  Point  of  Ardersier.  Inver- 
ness Castle  remained  in  ruins,  gradually  dis- 
appearing by  the  removal  of  .stones  for  such 
base  purposes  as  the  building  of  dykes. 
"Nonagenarian"  (whose  Reminiscences  were 
published  during  his  lifetime  in  1842)  says 
that  the  keep,  with  other  parts,  remained  in 
tolerable  preservation  long  after  his  birth ; 
that  the  walls  were  much  higher  than  the 
towers  of  the  present  Castle,  and  the  rooms 
spacious  and  lofty.  Before  1823  the  Castle 
hill  was  bare.  Writing,  as  wo  have  noted, 
in  1828,  Mr  John  Anderson  says — "The  sum- 
mit where  the  Castle  stood  has  been  levelled, 
and  a  portion  of  wall  between  Castle 
Street  is  the  only  relic  of  the  fortress."  The 
foundation-stone  of  the  present  County 
Buildings  wa.s  laid  in  May  1834,  and  the 
foundation-stone  of  the  prison  in  1846.  Now 
a  new  prison  has  been  erected  at  Porterfield, 
and  the  cells  of  the  old  prison  have  been 
transformed  into  offices.  The  buildings  form 
a  handsome  pile,  and  give  a  striking  aspect 
to  the  Castle  Hill. 

A  few  notes  may  be  added.  Colonel 
Grahame,  in  the  paper  mentioned  above,  says 
that,  when  the  buildings  stood  intact,  they 
formed  a  square,  "containing  a  house  for  the 
Governor  and  barracks  for  officers  and  sol- 
diers; the  old  Castle  forming  part  of  the 
south  side  of  the  square,  and  being  the  Fort- 
Major's  residence.  There  was  also  a  chapel 
and  some  other  modern  buildings  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Cnstle ;  and  ramparts  en- 
compassed the  hill  along  the  riverside  and 
behind  Bridge  Street  and  Castle  Street." 
He  also  says  that  "  a  small  portion  of  these 
ramparts  appears  at  the  side  of  the  river  in 
this  view."  This  is  a  statement  that  re- 
quires further  investigation.  In  the  view 
of  1744  there  is  no  wall  round  the  hill,  but 
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there  is  a  wall  enclosing  the  Castle  on  its 
own  level.  Probably  there  was  a  wall  at 
the  riverside  to  prevent  the  sand  from  run- 
ning. Burt  in  his  time  (about  1730)  says 
that  the  workmen  in  widening  the  space  be- 
tween the  hill  and  the  river  one  evening 
loosened  the  gravel  and  it  began  running  in 
course  of  the  night,  causing  great  alarm. 
There  was  a  fear  that  the  Castle  "would  be 
down  before  morning."  However,  he  adds, 
"the  town  masons  and  soldiers  soon  ran  up 
a  dry  wall  against  the  foot  of  the  hill  (for 
stones  are  everywhere  at  hand  in  this  coun- 
try) which  furnished  them  with  the  hasty 
means  to  prevent  the  fall.'1  No  doubt  a 
stronger  wall  was  afterwards  erected. 

Nonagenarian  records  that  in  his  youth  he 
had  a  narrow  escape.  "About  seventy-one 
years  ago,  I  was  standing  at  five  o'clock  one 
summer's  morning,  leaning  against  the  west- 
ern wall  of  the  Castle  viewing  and  admiring 
the  beautiful  scenery  around  me,  and  had  not 
left  my  position  scarcely  a  minute  when  the 
wall  against  which  I  had  just  been  leaning 
fell  with  a  tremendous  crash,  portions  of  it 
rolling  into  the  river."  This  happened  about 
1771. 


NOTE   E. 
SALES  OP  GREAT  PROPERTIES. 


During  the  period  several  great  Highland 
properties  changed  hands.  The  Reay  or 
Mackay  country,  in  the  county  of  Suther- 
land, was  sold  in  1829  to  the  Marquis  of 
Stafford,  first  Duke  of  Sutherland,  for  the 
sum  of  £300,000,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  late  Evander  Maciver,  "was  much  more 
than  its  value  at  the  time."  The  district 
included  three  Highland  parishes,  Tongue, 
Durness,  and  Eddrachilis,  covering  an  area 
of  about  400,000  acres.  The  Duke  of  Suther- 
land, after  becoming  proprietor,  expended 
large  sums  in  making  roads,  effecting  im- 
provements in  land,  and  erecting  farmhouses 
and  shooting-lodges.  The  present  Duke  haa 
sold  part  of  the  property  to  Mr  Gilmour, 
Dumbarton.  The  great  estates  of  the  Duke 
of  Gordon  in  Badenooh  and  Lochaber  were 
sold  during  the  thirties,  passing  into  various 
hands.  After  the  death  of  the  last  famous 
chief  of  Glengarry,  in  1828,  it  was  found  that 
his  estates  were  heavily  burdened,  and  they 
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were  sold  by  his  trustees  and  his  son.  In 
1840  Glenquoioh  was  purchased  by  Mr  Ed- 
ward Ellioe  for  £32,000,  and  Glengarry  by 
Lord  Ward  for  £91,000.  Twenty  years  later 
Mr  Ellice  added  Glengarry  to  his  Glenquoich 
estate,  paying  for  it  £120,000,  and  thus 
acquiring  a  splendid  stretch  of  country  from 
Loch-Oich,  westward.  The  property  of 
Knoydart  remained  in  the  Glengarry 
family  until  a  later  date.  The  only  posses- 
sions then  retained  by  the  representatives 
of  the  ancient  house  were  the  site  and  ruins 
of  the  old  castle  and  the  family  burying- 
ground.  Macdonald  of  Clanranald  was 
another  great  chief  who  lost  his  possessions 
during  the  nineteenth  century.  The  His- 
tory of  Clan  Donald,  by  the  ministers  of 
Killearnan  and  Kiltarlity,  gives  the  following 
list  of  sales  by  the  last  proprietor,  Ranald 
George  Maodonald  :  — 

1813.  Lochans — sold  to  Alexander  Macdonald, 

Esq.  of  Dalilea £8,054    0    0 

1813.  Dalilea— sold    to    Alex.    Macdonald   of 

Glenaladale 8,960    0    0 

Island   of  Shona — sold  to  Alex.  Mac- 
donald of  Glrnaladale 6,100    0    0 

Island  of  Muck — sold  to  Alex.  M'Lean 

Of  Coll 9,997  11     7 

1326.  Estate  of  Arisaig— sold  to  Lady  Ash- 
burton's  Trustees 48,950    0    0 

Superiority  of  Bornish — sold  to  Lady 

Ashburton's  Trustees 350    0    0 

Island  of  Eigti— sold  to  Dr  Macpherson     14,500    0    0 
Island  of  Canna— sold  to  Don.  MacNeill       9,000    0    0 
1827.  Lands  of  Moidart — sold  to  Major  Allan 

Nicolaon  Macdonald 9,000    0    0 

Shealfishings — sold  to  Alexander  Mac- 
donald of  Rime 800    0    0 

Lands  of  Kenchreggan — sold  to  Colonel 

Cameron 8,000    0    0 

1838.  South  Uistand  Benbecnla— sold  to  Col. 

Gordon 96,000    0    0 

Total £214,211  11     7 

The  failure  of  the  kelp  industry  affected 
Clanranald  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other 
western  proprietor.  The  chief  survived  until 
1873,  when  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
85.  His  son  was  a  distinguished  officer,  the 
late  Admiral  Sir  Reginald  Macdonald, 
K.C.B.,  K.C.8.I.,  who-  received  many  honours 
in  recognition  of  his  public  services.  The 
family  for  many  years  retained  the  island 
and  Castle  of  Tirrim  as  its  sole  possession, 
but  they  were  sold  in  1905  to  Lord  Howard 
of  Glossop.  In  1840  Colonel  Gordon  of 
Cluny  purchased  for  £38,050  the  island  of 
Barra  from  the  trustees  of  Colonel  Macneil. 
In  the  same  year  the  estate  of  Inverloohy 
was  purchased  by  Lord  Abinger  for  £75,150. 
Other  interesting  sales  are  recorded  in  the 
present  volume. 
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NOTE   F. 
RISE  AND  FALL  IN   SHEEP-FARMING. 


The  late  Evander  Macivor,  who  went  to  bo 
factor  for  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  in  1845, 
writes  in  his  Reminiscences: — "Sheep  farm- 
ing had  been  since  the  peace  of  1815  a  very 
unprofitable  business;  most  of  the  tenants 
had  died  or  had  abandoned  their  farms,  and 
the  landlords  were  obliged  in  many  instances 
to  take  the  farms  into  their  own  hands  and 
farm  them  on  their  own  account ;  the  price 
of  wool  was  very  low.  But  from  1832  both 
sheep  and  wool  rose  in  price,  and  it  became  a 
more  profitable  business,  and  tenants  of 
large  farms  began  to  make  money,  especially 
after  1840,  and  from  that  date  to  1875  a 
great  deal  of  money  was  made  all  over  Scot- 
land by  sheep-farmers."  Judging  by  en- 
tries in  our  columns,  there  were  some  good 
yeairs  even  in  the  early  period1.  Mr  Mac- 
iver  adds  that  after  1875  prices  of  wool  and 
sheep  fell,  and  the  rents,  which  had  risen 
largely — which  "in  some  cases  were  more  than 
doubled" — could  not  be  maintained.  The 
tenants  made  representations  to  the  factor, 
and  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  asked  him  to 
consider  what  reductions  he  would  recom- 
mend. This  he  did  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  sheep-farmers,  who  were  delighted  that 
the  reductions  had  been  made  spontane- 
ously. Mr  Maciver  mentions  that  during 
the  prosperous  period  "the  rents  of  the  small 
tenants  or  crofters  remained  much  the  same 
as  they  had  been  for  many  years  before." 


NOTE   G. 
HIGHLAND  EVICTIONS. 


Evictions  in  the  Highlands  on  a  listorio 
scale  may  be  said  to  have  occurred  si  two 
separate  periods,  the  first  prior  to  1820,  the 
second  after  1839^0.  Tha  first  were  prob- 
ably the  most  trying,  the  second,  which  oc- 
curred when  the  press  was  active  and 
influential,  attracted  more  immediate  and 
widespread  attention.  Between  1820  and 
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1840  there  was  a  great  deal  of  emigration, 
how  far  voluntary  and  how  far  enforced  it 
is  hard  to  say.  The  economic  condition  of 
considerable  areas  in  the  Highland  mainland, 
and  still  more  in  the  Islands,  was  un- 
doubtedly serious,  all  the  worse  after  the 
suppression  of  smuggling  and  the  ruin  of  the 
kelp  industry.  Both  proprietors  and 
tenants  suffered.  The  extension  of  sheep- 
fanning  coming  alongside  an  increase  of 
population,  aggravated  the  distress  of  the 
small  holders.  No  one  can  deny  that 
changes  were  necessary,  but  they  were  hasty 
and  ill  considered,  possibly  precipitated  by 
financial  necessities.  The  destitution  which 
became  acute  about  1836,  and  culminated 
ten  yeai-s  later  in  the  potato  famine,  intensi- 
fied the  trouble.  Removals  which  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  account  for  occurred  on  the  Chisholm 
estates  in  Strathglass  in  1831.  They  occa- 
sioned little  outside  comment,  because  the 
tenants  were  well  to  do  and  made  no  dis- 
turbance, and  because  they  were  accommo- 
dated with  holdings  in  the  neighbourhood  by 
Lord  Lovat.  The  chief  evictions  in  Strath- 
glass  took  place  in  1802  and  1803.  Mre 
Gooden,  whose  visit  is  referred  to  in  1834, 
had  proved  a  warm  friend  of  the  tenantry. 
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Aberdeen  Banking  Company  Robbery,  224. 
„         Granite,  211. 
,,         The  Black  Kalendar  of,  266. 
,,         University  Commission,  213. 

Aberlour  Estate  purchased,  158. 

Achany  purchased  by  Sir  James  Matheson,  260. 

Adam,  John,  Mulbuie,   murderer,  163-4.  167,  173,  175. 
,,       Matthew,  rector,  Inverness  Royal  Academy,  247. 

Adventures  of  a  Pair  of  Geese,  217. 

Advertisement  Duty,   126,   129. 

Agriculture,  xxxiii. 

Agricultural  Methods  in  the  18th  Century,  277. 

Ainslie,  P.  B.,  Commissioner  for  the  Earl  of  Moray,  242. 

Aird,     Gustavus,    lost    in    Franklin's    Second    Expedi- 
tion, 51. 

Alness,  Religious  Awakening,  282-3. 

Anderson,  George,  3,  4,  5. 

Anderson's  Guide  to  the  Highlands,  148,   151. 

Anderson,  John,  W.S.,   1,  10,   24,   30,   171,   259. 

Apocrypha   Controversy,  28,   54,   57. 

Archimedes  Steam  Ship,  276. 

Ardross,   3. 

Arkaig,  Lochaber,  213-4. 

Assynt  Mui-der,   79,    102,    105. 

Auohterarder  Case,  220,  226,  247. 


Badenocli,   School  Competition, 112. 

Baillie,  Colonel,  of  Leys,  20,  82,  84,  96,  129. 

„       Evan,  of  Dochfour,   170,  270. 

„        Henry  J.,  yr.  of  Tanadale,   270,   271,   310. 

,,        James  Evan,  of  Dochfour,  199. 

,,        J.  E.,  of  Bristol,  96,  270. 
Baird,  Principal,  267. 
Barra  Estate  sold,   245,  291. 
Bayne  of  Tulloch,  and  Sir  Harry  Munro  of  Poulis,  208. 

„      Rev.  Charles,  Fodderty,  23. 
Bedford,  Duke  of,  258. 
Begging,  8,  241. 

Berth,  Rev.   Alexander,  Glenelg,  80. 
Belgium — Separation  from  Holland,  87. 
Belladrum  Case,  93. 
Belleport— Vessel  launched,   306. 
Ben-Bhraggie  Monument,  203,  232. 
Ben-Nevis  Fatal  Accident,  191. 
Bibles — Scarcity  in  the  Highlands,  38. 
Birmingham  Chartist  Riot,  248,  252. 
Bitumen  found  near  Dingwall,  111. 
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Black  Isle  Farmers'  Society,  244. 

Black  Swans,  220. 

Boar  Hunt  in  Banff  shire,  78. 

Body-Snatching,   61. 

Books  on  Sport,  xxxix. 

Bombay  and  Calcutta  Commercial  Crisis,   135. 

Brackla  Distillery,  13. 

Bristol  Reform  Riots,  106,  110. 

Broadford  New  Church,  272. 

Brodie  of  Brodie,  238. 

Bronze  Axe  found  at  Calder,  Bracklioh,  100. 

Brora  Centenarian,  17-18. 

„     Coal  Deposits,  29. 

„     New  Village,  65. 
Brougham,  Lord,   xv.,  xvii..  88,   140-1,   151,  152,  153, 

154,  166,  167,  227,  258. 
Bruce,   Major  Cumming,  xiv.,  96,   116,  160,  188. 

,,       Lord' — Marriage  rejoicings,  301. 
Buccleuch,    Duchess  of,   narrow   esapce  on  Ben-Nevis, 

239. 

Buckingham,  Duke  of,  at  Dunvegan  Castle,  3. 
Burgh  Boundaries,  113. 
Burgh  Reports,  174. 

Burghs  in  the  North  and  the  Reform  Bill,   102. 
Burgh  Reform,  xvii.,  132,  135,  137. 
Burke  and  Hare  Murders,  57. 
Bums,  Mrs  Robert,  widow  of  Poet,  145. 


Caithness  Election,  308. 

„         Election  Mobbing  Trial,  31. 

Passage  of  John   de  Groat,  71. 
Caledonian  Canal,  xli.,  244,  255,  271,  276,  280,  296-7, 

308,  314. 

Caledonian  Canal  Steamers,  112. 

Cameron,    George,    solicitor,    Inverness,    214;     Sheriff- 
Substitute  of  Ross,  221,  224. 

George,  town  chamberlain,  Inverness,  178. 

Hugh  Innes,  Dingwall,  193. 

John,   Corrychoilie,   250. 

Sir  Allan,  46. 

Sir  Ewen,  of  Fassifern,  55,  56. 

William,  Croy  Veteran,  83. 
Campbell,   Rev.   David,    East  Church,    Inverness,    180, 

182,  193,  234. 

,,          Rev.  Pryce,  Ardersier,  214. 
Campbell's  Poetical  Works,  283. 
Canning,  George,  26,  30,  35,  37. 
Candles,  Illicit  Manufacture  iof,  76. 
Candle  Tax,  94,  110. 

Capercailzie  in  Caithness,  227 ;   in  Breadalbane,  273-4. 
Cape  Wrath  Light-house.  55. 
Cardigan,  Lord,  and  Duelling,  297. 
Carruthers,  Dr  Robert,  40,  46,  59,  102. 
Castle  Leod— Old  trees,  314. 

Catholic  Emancipation,  42,  50,  52,  58,  62,  63,  64. 
Catholic  Relief  Bill,  7. 
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Cawdor  Daily  Penny  Post;  246. 

,,       Coming-of-Age  Rejoicings,  228. 

Cawdor,  Earl,  36. 

Celtic  Society,  4. 

Celtic  Society  School  Competition,  112. 

Census,  305. 

Centenarians  and  Nonagenarians,  17,  35,  53,  61,  67,  83, 
111,  130,  195,  220,  228,  285,  307,  317. 

Chalmers,  Dr,  and  Catholic  Emancipation,  63. 
„  Dr,  in  Inverness,  253. 

Dr,  in  the  North,  252. 

Chambers's  History  of  the  Rebellion,  38. 

Chartist  Agitation,  252,  259. 

Chartist  Petition,  247. 

Chartres,  Due  de,  in  Inverness,  69. 

Chisholm,  Clan,  150. 

Mrs  Ann,   Autigonish.   111. 

of  Chisholm,  166,  167,  207,  214,  227,  234. 

Cholera,  98,  105,  108,  109,  110,  111,  113,  116,  117,  118, 
119,  121,  155. 

Church  Accommodation  in  Inverness,  209. 

Church  Extension,  155,  167. 

Churches  in  the  Highlands,  xix.,   10. 

Church  Patronage,  127,  144,   299. 

Church  Question,  263,  265,  2G7,  275,  303,  308,  311. 

Church  Rates  in  England,  201. 

Claohnacuddin  Stone,  209. 

Clan  Tartans,  167. 

Clark,   Captain  Alex.,   of   Smack   "  Fame,"    194. 

Rev.  Alexander,  Inverness,  xxiii.,  37,  149,  155, 

257. 
,,       Rev.  John,  Daviot,  318. 

Clashmore,  Bar  of  Gold  Found,  204. 

Clay  Image  Found   near  Inverness,    201. 

Coaches,  17,  20,  47,  84,  95,  142,  145,  147,  185,  186,  202, 
302. 

Cobbett,  William,  167. 

Colchester,  Lord,  35,  39. 

College  at  Kingston,  Canada,  275. 

Colquhoun,  W.  H.,  Sheriff-Substitute  of  Inverness,  202. 

Coman  Improvements,  283. 

Constabulary  Force,  276,  281,  284. 

Cooper,   Arthur,  town-clerk,   Fortrose,   227. 

Cook,  Rev.  Archibald,  xxiii.,  195,  254,  263. 

Cook,  Rev.  Finlay,   172. 

Corn  Laws,  13,  23,  27,  28,  32,  242,  243,  245. 

Corntojwn  Reclamations,  298. 

Corriemony,  106. 

Cromarty,  45,  74,  81,  86,  93,  110,  193,  208,  316. 

Cromarty  Bay,  98. 

Cromarty  Boat  Wrecked,  80;  Cholera  Scare,  119; 
Coastguard  Officer  and!  National  Anthem,  251; 
Commercial  Bank,  157 ;  Election,  97 ;  Emigrant 
Ship  Sailed,  239 ;  Fast-day  and  Queen's  Corona- 
tion, 228;  Shipping,  280. 

Cromartie  Lands  in  Ross  sold,  175. 

Culloden  Battlefield,  18,  69;  William  Hewitt's  descrip- 
tion, 267 ;  relieving  the  Rebels,  67. 

43 


INDEX. 


Gumming,  Alexander,  Provost  of  Inverness,  260,  289, 

290. 

Gumming,  George.  London,  23. 
Cunningname,   Jonn;    Solicitor-General,   166. 
Curing  of  Diseases  in  Sutherland,  87. 
Curling  in  Inverness,  217,  292. 


Dallas,  Lieut.,  Arbuthnot,  272. 

Dalvey  Gardens,  241. 

Darnaway  Forest,  309. 

Davidson,  Adam,  writer,  Nairn,  19. 

Davidson,  Duncan,  of  Tullooh,  9,  10,  97,  109,  192,  294, 

302. 
Daviot  Church  Vacancy,  254,  255,  258,  260,  263,  274, 

275,  279,  282,  283,  285,  290,  306. 
Daviot,  Description  of  the  Parish,  255. 
Deer's  Horn  found  in  Inverness,  244. 
Deer-Stalking  in  Harris,   315. 
Deer  Forests,  xxxvi.,  xxxvii.,  xxxviii. 
"Defiance"  Coach,  95,   112. 
Dempter,   George,   of  Skibo,  162,   307,  310. 
Destitution,  Causes  of,  233. 
Destitution  in  the  West,   196,   197,   198. 
Dickens,  Charles,  in  Edinburgh,  305. 
Dick,  James,  London,  Bequests  of,  50. 
Dingwall,  Dinner  to  Dr  Chalmers,  253. 

Dinner  to  Seaforth,  176. 

Disturbance  in  1730,  173. 

Gas  Company,   260. 

New  Jail,  71. 

New   Masonic   Lodge,    17. 

Non-Intrusion  Meeting,  268. 

Parliamentary  Reform,  87,  89. 

Prisoners   at  Fort-George,    177. 

Provosts,  37,  88,  137,  193,  316. 

Rental  from  Fishings  and1  Lands,  174. 
.          Visit  of  Lard  Brougham,  152-3. 
Distillery  Laws,  13. 

Distress  in  the  Country,  xxvi.,  22,  77,  216,  273,  278. 
Dochgarroch,  106,  224. 
Dores  Distillery,  14. 

Dornoch,  Attempted  Escape  from  Jail,  82. 
,,         Burgh  Income,  174. 

Cathedral,  204.  231. 
,,         Stone  Coffin  Found,  184. 
,,         Whale  Captured,  284. 
Draining  Land  by  Tiles,  271. 
Dream,  Remarkable,  103. 
Drotve  Roads,  100. 
Duelling,  294,  297. 
Duff,  Rev.  Alexander,  D.D.,  176. 

,,       Hon.  Alexander,  21. 
Dundas,  Right  Hon.  William,  24,  37. 
Dundonnell  Case,  80,  93. 
„          Outrages,  131. 
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Dunvegan,  Boat  Accident,  196. 

„         Castle  Show,  110. 
Durham,  Lord,  156,  236. 
Durness  Eviction  Eiots,  312-13,  314,  316. 

Earthquake,  245.  258,  318. 

Eddertan  Church  Discipline   Case,   249. 

Education  in  the  Highlands,  i.,  xx.,  xxi.,  xxii.,  10.  15, 

50,  68. 

Edwards,  John,  Solicitor  and  Sheriff-Substitute,  Inver- 
ness, 48,  200. 

Edwards,  Rev.  Mr,  Marnock,  295. 
Eglinton   Tournament,   253. 
Electioneering  Activity,    121. 
Elgin,  27,  137. 

Anderson's  Institution,  78. 

Burghs  Elections,  21.  125,  161,  165,  206,  306. 

Cathedral,  155,  300. 

Courier,   155. 

Dr  Gray's  Bequest,   162. 

Economical  Bailies,  144. 

Election  Entertainment,  21. 

Gas  Introduced,   76. 

Ladyhill   Monument,   207. 

Murder,   141,   147. 

New  Jail,  236. 

Parliamentary  Reform,  89. 

Rejoicings  at  Pall  of  Peel  Ministry,  164. 

Seceder  Chapel,  47. 

Woman  109  years  old,  285. 
Elgin  and  Nairn  Elections,  207,  272,  307. 
Ellice,  Edward,  160,  188,  238,  270. 
Emigration,   x..  xxv.,  xxvii.,    52,   61,   78,  81,   86,   111, 

150,  212,  225,  239,  273,  274,  280,  281,  286,  287, 

293,  296,  297,  299,  300,  303. 
Eskadale  Roman  Catholic  Chapel,   29. 
Ewe,  River,  304. 


Pairburn,  203. 

Falconer,  Robert,   Provost  of  Nairn,  220. 

Farm  Houses,  xxxiv. 

Farms  turned  into  Deer  Forests,  275. 

Feeing  Market,  145. 

Ferguson,   John,   Provost   of   Inverness,   xviii.,    192. 

Ferries,  Rev.  Mr,  Avoch  and  Edinkillie,  39. 

Fettes  College,   185. 

Fettes,  Sir  William,  Redcastle,  3,  56. 

Findhorn  Bridge,  99,   100,   111,   122. 

Findhorn,  River  Banks  Improvements,  309. 

Findlater,  Rev.  Mr,  Inverness,   118. 

Firwood,  demand  for,  248. 

Fitzgerald,  Vesey,  and  Dan  O'Connell,  42. 

Floods,  69. 

Fochabers,  Bequest  by  A.  Milne,  New  Orleans,  239,  301. 

Forbes,  Duncan  George,  of  Culloden,  289. 
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Forbes,  Dr  George,  Inverness,  119. 
Forres,  Burgh  Income,  174. 
Bible   Society,   57. 
Conservative  Dinner,   209-10. 
Dinner  to  Dr  Chalmers,  253. 
Church  and  Dissent,   252. 
Dinner  to  General  Sir  Alexander  Duff,  309. 
Freedom  to  Sir  James  Macgrigor,  M.P.,   10. 
Gaol,  191,  236. 

Introduction  of  Gas,   191,  216. 
Provosts  of,  10,  137,  192,  260,  316. 
Public  Dinner,  208. 
New  Court-house,  222. 
Reform   Procession,   117. 
Skeletons  Found,    2. 
Town  Council  Dinner,  138. 
Trafalgar  Club,  56. 
Veto  Question,  269. 

Witch   Stones  and   the  "Blasted  Heath,"  60. 
Fort-George,  168,  191. 
Fortrose,  174. 

,,         Distillery,  13. 

Episcopal   Chapel,   37. 
Provosts  of,  10,  37,  137,  192. 
„         Shoemakers,  16. 
Fort-William,  142. 

,,  Emigration  from,  225. 

Forsytli,  WTilliarn,  Cromarty,  248. 
Foxei,  271. 
Foyers,   Fall   of,   38. 
Fowler,  James,  of  Raddery,  37. 
Fraser,    Alexander,    Dochnalurg,   85,    134,   143-4. 
Alexander    of  Inchcoulter.  37. 
Andrew,    W.    S.,    Sheriff-Substitute,    Fort-Wil- 
liam, 221. 

Donald,  schoolmaster,   Kiltarlity,  94. 
Dr  Donald,   158. 

Hon.  Arch,  and  the  Highland  Dress,  36. 
James  Baillie,   Oriental  Traveller,   219. 
James,  Drummond,  Nova  Scotia,  243. 
John,  Provost  of  Inverness,  xviii.,  158,  177,  275. 
Mrs  Alexander,  Inverness,  36-7. 
-Mackintosh,  Dr.  144. 

Peter,  Sheriff  of  Van  Dieman's  Land,  234. 
Rev.  Alexander,  Cawdor,  56. 
Rev.   Alexander,  Kirkhill,   196. 
Rev.  Donald,  Kirkhill,   xxiii.,   187. 
Rev.   Thomas,  Inverness,   143. 
T.  A.,  of  Lovat,  birth  of  heir,  56. 
William,  Berbioe,  84. 
Frasei-s,   History  of  the,    10. 
Fridge,  Alexander,   Baltimore,  243. 
Frosts,  16,  218,  220. 


Gaelic  Dictionary,  7,  56. 
„       Language,  4. 
,,       Professorship,  188. 
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Gaelic  Schools  Society,  127. 

Gait,  John.  246. 

Gale,  Terrific,  89. 

Game  Preservation,  xxxv. 

Game  Jubilee,  100. 

Gas  Introduced  to  Inverness.  22,  25,  26. 

Geanies  Purchased  by  Mr  Murray,  203. 

Geological   Science,   Progress  of,  288. 

George  the  Fourth,   81. 

Gibson,  Rev.  James,  Avoch,  104. 

Gig  Race,  Conon  and  Claclinaharry,  Ii6. 

Gilzean.  Thomas,  of  Bunachton,  48,  51. 

Gladstone,  John,  of  Liverpool,  198. 

Glasgow  Cotton  Spinner's  Trial,  216. 

Glasgow  and  Stornoway  Steamer,   127. 

Glaciers  in  the  Highlands,  285. 

Glenelg,  199,  202. 

Glengarry,  80,  180,  280,  287,  289,  295,  312. 

Glenquoich,  270,  276. 

Glentromie  Sold,  169. 

Glendale  Sold,  158. 

Gaol  Bill,  Lord  Advocate's,   86. 

,,     Bill  Withdrawn,  66. 
Gaols,   Condition  of  Scottish,  12. 
Goderich,  Lord,  40. 
Godsman,  Captain,  Inverness,  58,  66. 
Gooden,  Mrs,  150. 
Gordon,  Colonel,  of   Cluny,   291. 
Gordon,  Duke  of,  32,   34,  47,  156,   184-5. 
Gordon-Cumming,  Sir  Win.,  of  Altyre,  88,  96. 

Lady,   110. 

Gordon,  Rev.  Mr.  Alvie,  67, 
Gordon,   Rev.   Wm.,   Elgin,  211. 
Gordon,  Provost,  Torres,   167. 
Gower,  Lord  Francis  Leveson,  22,  96. 
Government  Defeated  over  Civil  List,  88. 
Grain  Exhibition  in  Inverness,  244. 
Grain,  Low  Price  of,  127-8. 

Giant,  Charles,  17,  321,  322  ,K«»on 

Charles,  Lord  Glenelg,  XL,  xn.,  xiu.,  lo,  24,  ,0, 
44  45,  50,  54,  82,  84,  86,  88,  93,  97,  98, 
116,  125,  130,  157,  159,  161,  165,  192,  19:), 
242. 

Colonel  Colquhoun,  Lingiestou,  71. 
Duncan,  Provost  of  Forres,  10. 

,,       James,  of  Buglit,  36,  54,  314. 

,       J.P.,  of  Rothiemurchus,  33. 

„       John,  Caledonian  Hotel,  Inverness,  275 

,,      Mrs  Jean,  Forres,  10. 

,';      Co'lonefFMw!,  of '  Grant,  21,  161,  272. 
of  Corrimony,  173. 
of  Glenmoriston,  165,  166,  293. 
Mrs  Anne,  Laggan,  237. 
Patrick,  W.S.,  105. 
Murdo,  murdered  at  Assynt,  79. 
Patrick  and  the  London  Press,  215. 
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Grant,  Rev.  Peter,  Grantown,  95. 
„       Rev.    Mr,    Cawdlor,    53. 
„       Sir  Robert,  xiii.,   15,  21,  24,   82,   83,  85,   148, 

23  6-7 ,   253. 

„       Sir  William,  Master  of  tho  Rolls,  116. 
,,       The  Master  of,  270,  271. 
Grants,  Article  on,  43^4. 
Grantown,  Electors'  Dispute,  189. 
,,  Excise  Court,  76. 

„  "Jamie  Blin,"  122. 

„  Sabbath  School,   94-5. 

,,  Visit  of  Master  of  Grant,  216. 

Gray,  Alexander,  manager,  Caledonian  Bank,  244. 
Grey,  Earl,  Dinner  at  Edinburgh,   154. 

Hall,  James,   Sciberscross,   154. 

Hall,  Thomas,  Drowned  at  Gildermory,  175. 

Hangman  at  Inverness,   xix.,   139 

Harriers'  Hunt  dub  Ball,  299. 

Harris  Emigration,  52. 

,,       Removals,  250,  251. 
Hav,  Sir  Alexander  Leith    217 
Helmsdale,  65,  293. 

Highland  Dress  at  the  Coronation,  102. 
,,         Dress,  4,  36,   112. 
,,        Evictions,  331. 
,,         Exports,   xxxv. 
,,         Funerals,  30,   44. 
,,         Anecdotes,  230. 
Harvesters,  53. 
Population  Enquiry,   297-8. 
Inns,  xli.,   133. 
Estates,   Value   of,    202-3. 
Peasantry — Houses,  xxxiv. 
Tenants  and  Cottagers,  Hints  for,  259. 
Society  Show  at  Inverness,   52,   101,  256. 
Highlands- — Relief  of  Distress,  231. 

.  ,','        —New  Churches  and  Manses,  67,  68. 
Highlanders  in  London,  304. 
Hogg,   James,   Ettrick  Shepherd,   177 
Holland,   Lord,   287. 
Hopeman  Boat  Upset,  285. 
Horse  Racing  at  Inverness,   10,  23,  36,  70. 
Home   of   Langwell   and   Ross   of   Cromarty    Quarrel, 

279-80. 

Horticultural  Societies,  312. 
Houses  of  Parliament  Burned,   156 
Houses  of  Highland  Peasantry,  38. 
Hoy,  James,  Librarian,  Gordon  Castle    47 
Huntly,   Marquis  of,   191. 
Hurricane,  241. 

Hurst,  Robinson,  &  Co.,  London,  16. 
Huskisson,  William,  M.P.,  Liverpool,  74,  85. 

Indian  Nawab  Executed  for  Murder  of  Fraser,  Reolig, 

18.2. 
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India — Surrender  of  Dost  Mahomed,  296. 
Influenza  in  the  North,  195. 
Innes,  Mr,  of  Sandside,  204. 

,,     Sir  Hugh,  of  Loohalsh,  21,  96,   101. 
Invereshie  Athletic  Sports,  256. 
Invergordon  Joint  Show,  145. 

„  Show  of  Stock,   151. 

Inverness — Ancient  Foundation  of  Castle,  145. 

Anti-Patronage  Meeting,  284. 

Assessment  for  Poor,  219,  221,  270,  286-7,  295, 
296,  309. 

Bible  Society,  8,   19,  28,  32,  38. 

Building  Improvements,  32. 

Burghs  Elections,  21,   82,  84,   122,   130,    160, 
161,  20o,  206,  269,  306. 

Burgh  Reform  Dinner,   138. 

Burgh  Revenue,   53. 

Caledonian  Banking  Coy.,  232,  237,  238,  279, 
288. 

Castle  Hill  Improved,  305. 

Catholic  Chapel,  198. 

Catholic  Emancipation,  64. 

Catholic  Emancipation  Disturbance,  63. 

Charities,  137. 

Charities  Bazaar,   134-5 

Chartist  Meeting,  290. 

Circuit  Court,  34,  36,  85,  133,  147,  210,  235. 

Common  Good,  70. 

Converted  Jew,  78. 

Constituted  a  Bonding  Port,   181. 

County  Address  to  the  King,   106. 

County  Buildings,  Foundation  Stone  Laid,  146 

County  and  the  Corn  Laws,  13. 

Courier,  40,  41,  92,  101,  102,  128,  186,  189,  211, 
218,  259. 

Criminal   Trials,   89. 

Deer's   Horn   Found,    101. 

Disorderly  State  of,   30. 

Dispensary,  284. 

Distillery,   13. 

Dr  Bell's  School,  98,  198,  238,  313. 

Dr  Fraser's  Library,  29. 

East  Church,  180,  181,  247. 

Educational  Arrangements,  259. 

Election  Petition,  167,  168. 

Expense  of  Executing  Criminals,   145. 

Farmer's  Society,  71,  238,  243,  244,  286. 

Flood  in  the  Ness,  156. 

Gang  at  Thieves,  33. 

Gaol,  12,  45,  70,  279. 

Godsman's  Walk,  58,  66. 

Hangman,  124,  139. 

High   Church,   290. 

Horse  Racing,    200. 

Improvements,  276. 

In  the  Olden  Time,  290-1. 

Island  Suspension  Bridge,  105,  150. 
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Inverness— Keen  Municipal  Election,  192. 
,,       Lady  Drummuir's  House,  38. 
,,        Live  Alligator  Presented,  42. 
London  Smacks,  65. 
Magistrates'   Tenure  of  Office,   288. 
Magistrates  and  the  Price  of  Bread,  27,  28. 
Man  Robbed  in  Telford  Street,  36. 
Map  of,  in  1832,  end  of  volume. 
Markets,  245,  305. 
Martinmas  Market,  24,  138. 
Meal  Mob,  94. 

Mechanics'  Institute,  56,  98,  183. 
Museum,  184. 
Ness  Islands  Bridges,  49. 

,,         "  Grand   Promenade,"   175. 
New  Gaol  and  Court-House,  86,  94,  96,  106, 

110,  113,  145-6. 
New  Steam  Vessel,  181,  182,  191,  196-7,  213, 

214,   216. 

Nine  Skeletons  Found,  277. 
"  No  Popery  "  Riot  in  1829.     323. 
North   Church,   180,   195. 
Observatory,  149,  180. 
Old    Reform   Petition,    107. 
Old  Castle.  325. 
Pauperism,  243. 
Parliamentary  Reform,  89,  95. 
Police  and  Improvement  Bill,   10,  17. 
Political  Dinners,   161. 
Pontages  on  Bridges,  180,   190,  226. 
Poor,  109. 
Population,  99. 

Presbytery    and   Patronage,    224. 
Price  of  Bread,  56,  75,  76,  77,  311. 
Provosts  of,  23,  36,  54,  70,  86,  102,  119,  157, 

158,  192,  260,  291,  314. 
Public  Baptism  in  High  Church,  220. 
Reading-Room,   199. 
Reform  Bill  Demonstration,   114,  117. 
Reform  Meeting,  95. 
River  Bank  Improvements,   170. 
River  Bank  Walk,  127. 
Royal  Academy,  132,  273. 
Sailor  Stabbed,   188,   190. 
Sayings  Bank,  238,  260,  272,  293. 
Scientific  Lectures,   193. 
Session   Lands,    64. 

Society  for  Suppression  of  Begging,  8. 
State  of  the  Poor,  47,  48. 
St  John's  Church,  209. 
Street  Lamps,  144. 
Street  Paving,  98,  157. 
Temperance  Societies,  101. 
Total  Abstinence  Society,  264. 
Trial  by  Jury,  63. 
Trotting  Bet,  11. 
Town  Council  Election,  214. 
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Inverness  Town  Council  Proceedings  Interdicted,  202,  204. 
„        and  Emigration,  273. 

and  Reporters,  141,  148. 
and  Party  feeling,  201. 
and  the  Church  Question,  271. 
Union  Hotel,  now  Highland  Club,  277. 
United   Charities   School,   146,    180. 
University  Propowd,  143. 
Vessel  Launched,  238. 
Visit  of  Lord  Brougham,  151. 
Water  Supply,  53. 

Water  and  Gas  Company,  3,  22,  34,  53,  70,  157 
West  Church,  170,  172,  181-2,  257,  270,  275. 
Wooden  Bridge,  148. 

Wool  Market,  8,  20,  33,  51,  67,  81,  99,  116, 
131,  150,  168,  187,  205,  229,  248-9,  278, 
308. 

William  Pitt  and  his  Wine  Supplies,  241. 
and  the  Veto  Act,  265. 
County  of,  and  *.he  Corn  Laws,  13. 
County  Elections,  21,  44,  82,  84,  96,  97,  123, 
159,  160-1,  165,  207,  227,  270,  271,  306. 
Inverness-shire  Natives  in  House  of  Commons,  48. 
Irish  Church,  167. 

,,       Registration  Bill,  297,  300. 
Iron  and  Lead  Ore  at  Tomintoul,  285-6. 
Jackson,  Betty;    Holbeck;    and  General  Wade,  61. 
Jemimaville — Barque  Launched,  298. 
Johnstone,  Mrs,  editor  of  "  Inverness  Courier,"  40,  41. 
Jolly,  Alex.,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Moray,  229. 


Kelp,  xxvi.    52,  94,  251    273. 
Kennedy,  Rev.  John,  Inverness,  182. 

,,         Dr  Wm.,  Inverness,   155. 

„        Rev.  John,  Killearnan,  292. 
Kessock  Inn,  56. 

„       Ferry,  3,  11,  56,  196. 
Ketchen,  Mrs  Elizabeth,   Nairn,   220. 
Kilmonivaig  Session  Clerk,  80. 
Kiltearn — Minister  and   Parishioners,   49. 
Kirkhill  Schoolmaster  Case,   55,  64,  254. 
King  Edward  VII.  born,  316. 
Kiltarlity — Open-air  Communion,  265. 
Kirkwall,  Gas  introduced,  238. 
Kinloohluichart  Minister  and  "  Fast-Day  "  Desecration, 

183. 

Knookando  Murder,  286,  296,  299. 
Lakefield  Sold,  184. 

Laing,  WiMiam,  Provost  of  Forres,  260. 
Lairg  and  Lochinver  Post -runners,  82. 
Landseer,  Edwin,  in  the  Highlands,  155. 
Lead  Mines  at  Strontian,  197. 

„  at  Strathglass,   298. 

Leslie,  Rev.  Wm.,  Lhanbryde,  246. 
Lethendry  Church  Case,  240,  247-8. 
Lews'  Destitution,  184. 
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Lews,  Island  of,  207. 

,,      Murder,  221-2. 

,,      Purchased  by  Seaforth,  4. 
Leys  Castle,  129. 
Leys  Springs  Dried  up,  263. 
Libraries  in  the  North,  29. 
Lighthouses,  27. 
Liverpool,  Lord,  26,  30. 
Lochaber   Agricultural  Show,  236 

,,         Lordship  of,  127,  142. 
Lochbroom — Church  Panic,  88. 
Lochcarron — Geo.  Jeffrey  of  New  Kelso,  180. 
Loch-Farraline — Old  Fire-arms  found,   303,   310. 
Loch-Fan-aline  and  Loch-Garth   lowered,  310. 
Loch,  James,  M.P.,  97,  161,  169,  207,  307. 
Lochiel,   Marriage  Rejoicings,   149. 

Birth  of  Heir,  165. 
Loch-Moy,  Salmon  caught,  168. 
Loch-mo-naire,  Curing  of  Disease,  87. 
Logie-Easter,  Disputed  Settlement,  207,  223,  226. 
Loch-Ness  Steamers,   184. 
London  Omnibus  Traffic,  314. 
Long  Island   Improvements,   273. 
Lossiemo-uth  Harbour,   144,  203. 
Lovat  Estates — American  Claimant,  281. 
Lovat,  Lord,  196. 

Maid  of  Morven  Steamer  Wrecked.  78 
Mail  Coaches,  xxxix.,  xl.,  7,  27,  47,  65,  68,  149,  191, 

199,  218,  221,  235-6. 
Maulo,  Hon.  Fox,  218. 

Marnock  Church  Case,  223-4,  247,  260,  282,  295,  303. 
Matheson,   Sir  James,  260. 
Meikle  Ferry  Boat  Swamped,  176. 
Melbourne,  Lord,  150. 
Members  of  Parliament,  21. 
Millburn  Distillery,  13,  64. 

Miller,  Hugh,  59,  65,  66,  69,  71,  72,  83,  93,  157,  162, 
229,  241,  248,  253,  264,  284,  310. 

„      Jean,  Moy,  53. 
Milncraig,   3. 
Minister  Censured,  185. 

Mitchell,  John,  Supt.  of  Roads  and  Bridges   6 
Mitchell    Joseph,  do.,  7,  200 
Moray,  Earl  of,  259. 
,,       Firth  Storm,  208. 
,,       Floods,  69,  319. 
Morayshire  Farmers'  Society,  5. 
Morrison,  James,  merchant,  London,  xiv.,  268,  269. 

,,  Mr,  bookseller,  Inverness,  57. 

Morrison,  Rev.  James,  Kintail,  2. 
Moyhall,  255. 

Muir  of  Ord,  Smuggling  Affray    77 
Muirtown,  3. 

Mulbuie  Murder,  163,  167,  173,  175 
Municipal  Reform,  128. 
Munro,  Donald,  Catechist,  Skye,  87-88. 

„      Donald,  Tullich,  Inveraray,  317. 
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Mnnro,  Sir  Hector,  of  Novar,  306. 

Walter,  Baptist  Minister,   Inverness,    196. 
Murchison,  Sir  Roderick,  29. 
Murray,  William,  of  Geanies,  211. 
Macaulay,  Lord,  268,  305. 
Maccoll,  J!ivan,  "Mountain  Minstrel,"  236. 
Macculloch,  Donald,  Dochfour,  54,  55. 


__  DP  John,  172.. 


Macdiannid,  Donald,   South  Carolina,   143. 

,,  of  "Dumfries  Courier,"  249. 

Maodonald,  Dr    of  Ferintosh,  31,  120. 
,,  Flora,  daughter  of,  3. 

Flora  and  Prince  Charlie,  35. 
John,  aged  107,  35. 

Margaret,   Strathnairn,   enlisted  as  a  sol- 
dier. 62. 

Marshall,  Duke  of  Tarentum,  1,  8,  9,  285. 
,  Mr,  of  Staffa,  4. 

Macdonell,  Colonel  Alex,  of  Keppoch,  69. 
General  Sir  James,  221. 
Mrs,  of  Aberarder,  69. 
Miss,  of  Glengarry,  190. 
of  Glengarry,  42,  44,  69,  141,  266,  301. 
Macdougall,  Charles,   Advocate,  189,   210. 
Macdougalls',   Inverness,   153,   167. 
Marfarquhar,    Roderick,    Fortrose,    174. 
Macgregor,    Gregor,   "Willox   the   Warlock,"    135-6. 
,,  Rev.  Alex.,  West  Church,  Inverness,  233. 

Sir  James,   M.D.,   10. 
Mackay,  Captain  William,  China,  213. 

Charles,    Romance,   Longbeard,   Lord   of  Lon- 
don, 293. 

,,        Rev.  Mackintosh,  Laggan  and  Denoon,  7,  113. 
Mackenzie,   Colin,   of  Portmore,   87. 

Helen,    murdered   at   Achnagarran,   76. 
James  A.  Stewart,  of  Seaforth,  xiv.,  88,  98, 

125,  161,  176,  198,  199,  308. 
John,  Provost  and  Banker,  Inverness,  xvii., 

89,  134,  135,  157. 
„  Murdo,   of  Dundonell,  309. 

Mrs,  of  Applecross,  36. 
Mrs    Hay,    and    Sir    Hugh    Munro,    Ben- 

Wyvis  Glen  Case,  79. 
of  Muirtown,  198,  199. 
Rev.  Allan,  Kilmuir-Wester,  182. 
Rev.  William,  Tongue,  143. 
Sir  Colin,  of  Kilcoy,  48,  98,   181. 
Sir  Francis,  of  Gairloch,  87,  96,  98,  290. 
Sir  George,  of  Coul,  4. 
Sir  Hector,  of  Gairlooh,  19. 
Sir  James  W.,  of  Scatwell,  21,  84,  237. 
T.,  of  Applecross,  M.P.,  xiv.,  198,  199,  235. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A.,  Corry,  318. 

Mackintosh,  Angus,  Chief  of  Clan  Chattan,  126,  177. 
Campbell,  of  Dalmigavie,  177. 
Colonel,  of  Farr,  249. 
Lady  Ann,  232. 
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Mackintosh,  Provost  Phineas,  of  Drummond,  58,  59. 
„  Rev.   Angus,  Tain,  105. 

Rev.  Charles,  Tain,  51. 
,,  Rev.  Simon,  Inverness,  260,  317-8. 

„  Sir  James,  114. 

Maclachlan,  Alexander  Fraser,  M.D.,  13. 

,  Rev.  Thomas,  Moy,  223. 

Maclean,  Mrs,  "  L.  E.  L.,"  241. 
Macleod,  Donald,  of  Geanies,  8,  131,  142. 

,,         Donald,  Sniaort,  in  New  South  Wales,  230. 
„         Hugh,  Assynt  murderer,  79,  102,  105. 

of  Macleod,  xiv.,  46,  82,  85,  116,  159,  163. 
„        of  Cadboll,  97,   102,  161,  188,  191,  213,  268, 

Macmillan,  Buchanan,  of  London,  117. 

,,  Evan,   Strone-Nevis,   195. 

Macphail,  Rev.  James,  Daviot,  250. 
Macpherson,  Cluny  of  Cluny,   131. 

,,  John,   St  Thomas,  135. 

„  -Grant,  Sir  George,  85,  229. 

,,  John,  Skye  Centenarian,  100. 

,,  Rev.  Robert,  Inverness,  300,  313. 

Macrae,    Christopher,   aged   105,  228. 

,,         Rev.  Roderick,  Shieldaig,  36. 
Mactavish,  Alex.,  Solicitor  and  Town-Clerk.  Inverness, 
181,  242. 


Nairn,  70,  78,  79,  82. 

Academy,  84,  169. 

County  Election,   84. 

Curious  Town  Council  Election,  288. 

Farmers'  Society,  244. 

Harvest  Home,  236. 

Freedom  to  John  Cunninghame,  166. 

Missionary  Society,  177. 

New  Harbour,  238. 

Purchase  of  Inverness  Street  Lamps,   144. 

Presentation  of  Clock,  23. 

Provosts  of,   10,  88,  137,   192,  220,  260. 

Reform  Demonstration,  116. 

Religious  Revival,  269. 

Savings  Bank,  284. 

Sessional  School,  182. 

Town  Bell  and  the  Established  Church,  220. 

and  Catholic  Emancipation,  63. 

and   Cromarty   Steam   Ferry  Boat,   61. 
Nairnsliire  Bible  Society,  246. 

,,          Missionary  Society,   71,  157. 
Napoleon  I.,  289. 

,,         Prince  Louis,  281. 
National  Security  Savings  Bank,  272,  293. 
Ness  Islands,  68,  75. 
Newspapers,  Abstraction  of,  217. 
New  South  Wales,   Deplorable  Condition  of,  287. 
Newspaper   Stamps,    125,    126,   182,    189,   294. 
Newspapers  in  the  North,  41. 
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Nigg  and  Sandwich  Carved  Stones,  77. 

Nicol,  Dr  J.  I.,  Inverness,  xviii.,  31,  291,  313,  316. 

,,      John,   mason,   Inverness,   31. 
Noble,  Isobel,  "  lahbel  Mhor,"  Inverness,  195. 
John,    rector,   Tain   Academy,   95. 
William,  Executed  at  Elgin,   148. 
"No  Popery"  Riot  in  Inverness,  324,  325. 
Northern  Burghs,  97,  123,  207,   307. 
,,        Counties  Jail,  147. 

Institution,  xli.,  xlii.,  xliii.,  1,  3,  4,  5,  7,  16, 
27,  29,  37,  42,  47,  50,  51,  57,  67,  77,  80, 
106,  111,  138-9,  146,  162. 
„         Infirmary,  245,  311. 

Meeting,   10,  23,  36,  55,  70,  85-6,   104,   134, 

154,  173,  209,  211,  235,  255,  285,  313. 
Missionary  Society,  8,  18,  32,  50,  54,  98,  115, 

122,  171,  185,  208. 
,,         Protestant  Association,  179. 
,,         Towns,  Notes  on,  16. 
Notes  on  the  Road,  202. 
North  Star  Steamer  Wrecked,  304. 

Oban  Steamer  Foundered,  78. 
O'Connell,  Daniel,  42,  52. 
Otters  in  the  River  Ness,   174. 
Outer  Hebrides,  Botanical  Tour,  318. 
Old  Castle  of  Inverness,  325. 

Parliament,  15,  20,  73,  77,  92,  96,  140,  147,  149,  150, 
156,  157,  159,  160,  161,  162,  163,  165,  173,  179, 
194,  215,  232,  240,  253,  262,  292,  303,  304,  308, 
311. 

Parliamentary  Reform,  74,  87,  88,  89,  91,  93,  96,  106. 

Parties,  State  of,  in  the  North,  120. 

Paterson,  Mr,    Sandside,    271. 

Patronage,  79 ;   proposed  abolition,  132. 

Peel,  Sir  Robert,  79. 

Penny  Post,  201,  228,  248,  253,  263. 

Petty     and     Ardersier     Farmers'     Society     Ploughing 

Match,  244. 

,,  Opposition  to  Rev.  John  Grant,  133;  Synod  sus- 
tains presentation,  145;  Assembly  orders 
settlement,  147. 

Phippsfield  Brick  and  Tile  Manufactory,  278. 

Pickton,    Charles,    Central   School,    Inverness,    34. 

Pine  Forests  in  Scotland,  209. 

Piobare  Ball,  Blind  Piper  of  Gairloch,  89. 

Plantations  at  Skibo,  162. 

Political  Dinners,  xv. 

Portree,  81,  143. 

Pound  Notes,  proposed  abolition,  16. 

Portmahomack — Inverness   Vessel   ashore,   142. 

Potato  Disease,  149,  167. 

Public  Mechanical  Carriages,   162. 

Princess  Royal  (Empress  of  Germany),  born,  289. 

Prince  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  282,  283. 
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Prisons,  17,  19.  56,  62,  66.  71,  167. 
Prussian  Vessel  Foundered  at  St  Kilda    171 
Public  Records,  6. 
Population  in  Higlilands,  xxiv.,  xrv. 

Railways,  74,  85,  176,  248. 

Railway  to  Inverness,  Survey  of,  297. 

Rain  Storm,  69. 

Ramsey,  Mr,  Barnton,  302. 

Reach,  Angus  B.,   293,   314. 

,,       Roderick,  40,  51. 
Reay  Country,  37,  75. 
Redcastle,  3,  203,  228. 
Reform,  beginning  of,  xi. 

Bill,  91,  95,  96,  97,  98,  99,  100,  101,  104,  105, 
106,  108,  110,  111,  112,  113,  114,  115^  116! 
Reform  Candidates,   115. 
Reichstadt,   Duke   of,   116-7. 
Religious  Instruction  in  the  Highlands,  18. 
Rentals  in  the  North,  274. 
Revolution  in  France,  73,  83. 

Rickman,   Mr,   Clerk  of  House  of  Commons,  282. 
Roads  and  Bridges,   6,  35,  47,  52,  63,  64,  65,  70    78, 

101,   129,   130,   199,   276,   300-1. 
Robertson,  A.  J.,  of  Inshes,  242. 

,,          Dr,   Aultnaskiach,  23,  70,  86,  127,  133-4. 
,,  Rev.   John,   Kingussie,   4. 

Rob  Roy's  Claymore,  133. 

Roman  Catholics,   and1  Session  Clerks'  Fees,  80. 
Ronald,  James,  Mid-Clava  Centenarian,  99. 
Roy,  Robert  Gordon,  of  the  "Globe,"  222. 
Rose,  Rev.  Alexander,  D.D.,  Inverness,  xxiii.,  14. 
,,       Dr,   Drainie.  and  Dissenters,   301. 
,,       Hugh,  of  Kilravock,  317. 
Rosehaugh  Marriage   Rejoicings,    237. 
Rosemarkie  Weavers,  16. 
Ross,   Alexander,  carpenter,  Tain,  130. 
Donald,   Culram,  aged  107.     307. 
Hugh,  of  Ci-omarty,  272,  278,  294. 
John,  banker,  Inverness,   102. 
John,  Berbice  Cottage,   Inverness,   288. 
John,  Braemoray,   189. 
Rev.  John,  Columbian  Agricultural  Association, 

25. 

,,       William.  Gaelic  poet,  88. 
Rosskeen,  Dr  White's  Charity,  75. 
Ross-shire — Agricultural  Distress,   181. 
County  Gaols,  63,   193. 
Clergy  oppose   Catholic  Emancipation,   63. 
Conservative  Demonstration,   192. 
County  Meeting,  147. 

Elections,  84,  97,  122,   123,   198,   199,  307-8. 
Estates — Change  of  Proprietors,  3. 

Sacramental  Irregularities,  20. 
Sales  of  Great  Properties,  329. 
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Salmon  Fry  Hatched  at  Gairloch,  304. 
„      Fisheries,  7,  204. 
,,      Natural  History  of,  85,  134. 
Saltoun,   Lady — House   Burned,    138. 
Salt  Tax,  2. 

Sassoferrato's   Picture,    "The   Holy  Family,"    284. 
Schools,   15,  31,  68. 
Scott  Monument,  Edinburgh,   283. 

„       Sir  Walter    16,  28,  119. 
Scythe  Introduced,  312. 
Scottish   Parliamentary   Candidates,    117. 

„         Prisons,  2,   17,   252. 
Seafield,  Earl  of,  287. 

Seaton,  Sir  Reginald  Macdonald  Steuart,  of  Staffa,  222. 
Second  Sight — Curious  Report  from  Skye,  246. 
Shanks,   John,   Elgin   Cathedral,   300. 
Shaw,  Charles,   Sheriff-Substitute,  Long  Island,   318. 
Shearers  in  Destitution,  36. 
Sheep  Farming,  xxx.,  xxxi.,  xxxiii. 
,,       and  Cattle,  Toll  Dues,  128-9. 
Sheep  Farming,  Rise  and  Fall,  331. 

Shepherd,  Alexander,  Town-Clerk,  Inverness,  177,  241. 
Sheriff  Court  Small  Debt  Act,  68. 
Sheriff-Substitutes,  265,  277. 
Shetland,  Disastrous  Storm,   287. 
Shinty  in  London,   304 ;    in   Stratliglass,   16. 
Shipbuilding  in  Inverness,  46. 
Shootings,   value  of,  xxxviii.,   xxxix. 
Simpson,  Bailie  John,  Inverness,  71. 

.,         Thomas,   Arctic  Explorer,   224,   283. 
Sinclair,   Sir  George,  191. 
„         Sir  John,    178. 
„         George,  yr.  of  Ulbster,  96. 
„        Miss  Catherine,  of  Ulbster,   272. 
Skye  Emigration,  61. 

,,  Smuggling  Lugger  captured,  71. 
Slaves,  Condition  of,  in  Trinidad,  16. 
Small  Debt  Courts,  216 

Smith,  John,  schoolmaster,  Ardersier,  237,  307. 
Dr,  Provost  of  Nairn,  218. 
Rev.  William,  Petty,  137. 
Rev.   James,   Avoch,   89. 
Robert,  Town  Chamberlain,  Inverness,   178. 
Wflliam,   M.P.,  Norwich,   169. 
Smuggling,  3,  6,  10,  19,  30,  34,  37,  45,  49,  56,  77,  86, 

127,  136,  177. 
Snowstorms  and  Frost,   24,   25,   27,   28,   94,  218,   221, 

222,  242. 

Sobieski  Stuarts  at  Eilean  Aigas,  298. 
Somerville,  Rev.  Simon,  Elgin,  258. 
Spain — Recruits  from  Inverness,   172. 
Spean-Bridge  Markets,   250. 
Spear  found  at  Gollanfield,  100. 

Sport  in  the  Highlands,  xxxv.,  xxxvi.,  xxxvii.,  23,  154, 
165,  171,  176,  183,  187,  197,  210,  219,  273-4,  281, 
310,  315. 
Spynie,  Loch,  Remains  of  Ship  found,  136. 
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Stags  of  uncommon  size,  210. 
Stamp  Acts,  182. 
Stafford,  Marchioness  of,  101. 
Steam  Navigation  in  the  North,  145. 
Stevenson,  George,  74. 
Steamboat  on  Kessock  Ferry,   11. 
State   of   Communication   in    the   North,    277. 
Stalker,    David,    solicitor,    Inverness,   214. 
Statistics,  Rural  and  Sporting,  315. 
Stewart,  Bailie  Charles,  Dingwall,  289. 
,,         Charles,  solicitor,   Inverness,   160. 
,,        General,  of  Garth,  77. 
,,         John,    of  Belladrum.   xiii.,    93,   116. 
Stornoway,  128;    Sahbath  Schools.  75. 
Strathbogie  Church  Case,   260,   275,  282,   301,  304. 
Strathconon,  3;    Church  at  Carnock,  68;  shooting  and 

fishing,  171. 

Stone  Coffin  found  at  Druid  Temple,  6. 
Strathglass,    Deforcement    of    Revenue    Officers,    30; 

trial,  34 ;    smuggling  affray,  177. 
Strathnairn — Romantic   Love   Match,    62. 
Strathpeffer,    151 ;    proposed  Dispensary,  231. 
Strontian  Lead  Mines,  55. 

,.         Straw  Hat  Manufactory,  55. 
Sugar  Duties,  302. 

"  Sun "  and  "  True  Sun  "  newspapers,  112. 
Sussex,  Duke  of,  Earl  of  Inverness,  271-2. 
Sutherland,  Duke  and  Duchess  of,  126,  132,  151,  172, 

200    203,  242,  243. 
Sutherland,  Captain  Wemyss,  11. 
Captain  Robert,  43. 

Rev.  David,  East  Church,  Inverness,  247. 
Cattle  Lifting,   201. 
Coursing  Club,  94. 
County  Elections,   32,   308. 
Fate  of  a  Strolling  Player,  232. 
Improved  Roads,  64. 
Improvements,  83. 
Land  Improvements  at  Proncy,  271. 
Magazine,  14. 

Members  of  Parliament,  22,  84,  207,  272. 
Natural  History  Investigation,   147. 
Rejoicings,   126. 
Settlers  in  North  America,  54. 
Shootings  to  let,  183. 
Show  of  Sheep,  312. 

.,          and   Roes — Scenes   on  the  Coast,   293. 
Synod  of  Moray  and  the  Irish  Church,  166. 
Swans  on  Looh-Lochy  and  Loch-Ness,  220. 


Tain,  82,  172,  235,  260,  294-5. 
Excise  Prosecutions,  3. 
Formidable  Fish  caught,   180. 
Jail,  31,  71. 

New  Jail  and  Oourt-House,  8 ;  Burned,  128. 
Non-Intrusion  Meeting,  269. 
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Tain,  Provoste  of,  24,  37,  71,  137,  272. 

,,      Purchase  of  Inverness  Street  Lamps,  144. 

,,       Secession  Chapel,  238. 
Tarbat  Ness  Light-house,  27. 
Teachers,  Income  of,  287. 
Telford,  Thomas,  engineer,   153,  231. 
Test  and  Corporation  Acts  Repealed,  48. 
Thermometer  Readings,  219. 
Thieves,  Gang  of,  in  Inverness,  33. 
Thomson,  Dr  Andrew,  at  Inverness,  54. 
Thurso  and  Catholic  Emancipation,   64. 
Tobermory    Emigration,    212. 
Tolls,  19,  20,  34,  36,  65,  100,  147. 
Town  Councils  and  Reform  Act,  137. 
Tourists  in  the  Highlands,  100,  132,  187. 
Torbreck,  Property  sold,  158. 
Trade  Improvement,  31 ;   stagnation,  64. 
Trail,  George,   191. 
Transfers  of  Property,  106. 

Travelling  in  the  Highlands  improved,  xli.,   186,  225. 
Tulloch  Castle,  Fire  at.  219. 
Turkish  and  Egyptian  Fleet  Destroyed,  37. 
Turnips — Wintering  in  Morayshire,  5. 
Tytler,  Dr  Basil,  Drowned,  311. 

,,       Lieutenant  William  Fraser,  272. 


Unemployed,  109. 

Urquhart,  Alexander,   Brora,   17. 

Robert,  Torres,  65,  316. 
,,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Cromarty,  Arms  of,  67. 


Vagrants  and  Beggars,  111. 

Vermin  Destroyed  at  Glengarry,   295. 

Veto  Act,  147,  167,  207,  247. 

Victoria,  Queen,  27,  194,  203,  229,  252,  260.  269.  276. 

278. 

Violent  Gale,  197. 
Visitors  to  the  Highlands,   23. 
Virginal,  Ancient,  51. 
Vitrified,  Forts,  78. 


War  in  Canada,  214,  238,  244. 

Waternish,  106. 

Watson,  Mrs  Isabella,   Dalkeith,   28. 

Waverley  Novels — Authorship  disclosed,  28;  manu- 
script*, 238. 

Weather,  Severe,  27;  warm,  224;   wind  and  frost,  226. 

Wellingtpn,  Duke  of,  Cabinet,  41;  Duel  with  Earl  of 
Winchelsea,  64. 

West  Coast,  Condition  of  Poor,  98,  99;  Scarcity  of 
Potatoes,  96. 

Westwood,  John,   gardener,   Belladnim,  219. 

Whales  in  Lewis,  113 ;    in  Stromness,  312. 
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Whisky.  Legal,  for  Stornoway,  37. 

Wick  Jail,  31 ;  Gae,  260,  298 ;   Reform,  93. 

Wilderspin's  System  of  Education,  106. 

Williamson.    Alex.,    Convener    of    Trades,    Inverness, 

150-1. 

Rev.  Robt.,  Croick  and  Nova  Scotia,  286. 
William  the  Fourth,  27,  73,  194,  203. 
Wilson,   Alexander,  Gervally,   33. 

,,       John,  Provost  of  Nairn,  260. 

,,       Robert,  Caledonian  Hotel,  Inverness,  251. 

,,       Scottish  Vocalist,  285. 
Wintering  of  Sheep  in  Morayshire,  5. 
"  Witness  "  Newspaper,  263. 
Wreck  of  the  "  Comet,"  11 ;    Master  convicted,  14. 


Young,  Murdo,  editor  of  the  "Sun,"  110,  215. 
York,  Duke  of,  death  of,  27. 
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